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7. The Statues
As one who wildly dreams, I knocked; with clang
On long, metallic clang, the brazen door
Rose upward, and 1 found myself before
‘Weird, lifeless birds that laughed and harshly sang.
Quick to my side, two blagk, sleek lcopards sprang
With eyes of golden fury, and a score
Of graven figures burst into a roar
‘Whose mirthless muttering through the palace rang.

And so, the leopards led me on and on
‘Where vast, dark marbles stood in endless aisles.
And when I saw these Titans, thereupon
Their hidcous marble laughter leaped long miles;
But when I passed and left them in the gloom,
The vacant halls were quiet as a tomb.



