A Story of Horrifying Mystery

The Thing That Should Not Be

By BURTON PETER THOM

“‘laboratory murders"” of two years
ago. In the annals of crime they
have remained unique, not ooly because
of the absolute absence of bt
also beeause of the utter inability of the
palice and the most expert private in-
Vestigators to offer even the slightest sug-
gestion in the way of their solution.
‘While I am well aware that there have
been many unsolved crimes in the past

I'r IS hardly necessary to recall the

lack of ineriminating facts pointing to
any particalar person. For that reason
these murders have afforded a faseinat-
ing study to students of criminology and
10 all others nterested in the detection
of erime.

Although no offial explanation of

‘withis
of their oecurrence their solution was ac-
ed and the murderer was pun-

vubhu. but the time has now come when
ceount of the mystery can be

T am u physician, and for a number of
75 Llaet bomn Direcs of Eutioogy

man Tostitute for Medical
Beoarch, which explains my scqosint:
ance with the late Dr. Dalton and the

The events which preceded the fist
‘murder, that of Dr. Bray, ean be brietly
described as follows:

Al of the Iaboratories of the Institate
close at five o'clock. Dr. Bray, however,
had left at noon, and after luncheon had
gone directly to the Academy of Medi-

cine, where he stayed until nearly six
ok, rading som French ouroale
which had just arrived. The last to
leave the Iaboratory was Wilson, the
orderly, who left shortly after six.

At minethirty in the evening, Dr.
By reiomed. 104 ke otk ikt

door and was taken to
the fourh Bon o e cevte o by conof
the assistant watchmen.
nothing wnusual in this, or D By

frequently worked alone in the labora-
tory at night. This man saw him enter

the door. He was the last to
se him alive. Thes movements were all
rigidly established at the subsequent in-
vestigation of the crime.

‘Wilson, the orderly, came gn duty at
eight o’clock the next morning. When
he punched the time elock the doorman
remarked that Dr. Bray was still in the
Iaboratory, as the night watchman had
t0ld him that be had come in during the
night and bad not seen him go out. Wil-
som found the doar of the laboratory un-
lndwd and the electrie lights lit. He

the long table, which oo-
eupl-d two thirds of the middle length of
the farther end saw

He immediately ren out into the cor-
ridor and called for help. When Dr.
Dalton and I arrived we found the place
in an uproar and the police in charge.

The body of Dr. Bray was lying on its
back. His throat had been cut from ear
Nearby, as if dropped by the
murderer in his haste to got away, was &
blood-stained microtome blade, which
Wilson remembered having left on the
bl (i bt L the
pose of sharpening it. The
completely exsanguinated, .mwm The
amount of blood on the floor, while con-
siderable, would bardly show this

discrepancy wes accounted for by seep-
age into tho porous materisl of the foor.

There were some smudges on the shirt
front, and the three upper buttons of

the vest were out of their button holes.
The head had evidently been pulled back
with considerable foree, 50 as to allow the
Sl o i mors frly frm t e
ered v set in,
Vhieh hawed tht death ha acearred
at least four or five bours before, prob-
ably longer. That the attack had been
unexpected was evident by the uptarned
leroape an-the talle, with the alida
still held in place by the

stage. T might also add that the p-muu
of the body and the natare of the wound
absolutely excluded the possibility of
suicide.

The investigation at the scenc of the
erime was conducted by Inspector Gro-

gan and Medical Examiner Malloy. It

an intelligent soruting of the facts.
Several hours elapsed before the investi-
gation was finished, but no arrests were
made either then or later. There were
1o grounds for such action. ~Although
they did not admit it, the police were

It was & nine-days’ wedider in
the pewspapers, which only served to
give the Institute much undesirable
publicity, then it was forgotten by the
publie.

GATUEDAY i o hlt el and

ratory is deserted after one
o'clock. On the second Saturday follox:-
ing the murder Dr. Dalton did not leave
with the rest of us, but remained to com-
plete some dissections which he had be-
gun carlier in the day.

The tragedy of a few weeks ago was
still fresh in our minds, and 1 and the
‘other members of the staff urged him not
to stay, o, if he did, to have some one
remain with him. He woald not have it.
He' would be through before three
o'clock, he said, and it was tmpossible
to suppose that the horrible deed of &
few wetks ago would be repeated. So he
stayed.

‘When the doorman was relieved by the
night watchman he told him that Dr.
Dalton was still in the laboratory; re-
membering what had occurred, they both
went to the fourth floor and knocked on
the door. )
they entered the room.

Dr. Dalton was lying in front of the
sink—dead. A hatchet was fastened in
the back of his head and his throat was
deeply gashed. A large knife, of the
kind usually called a “‘butcher knife,”
was lying besido him. It was stained

ith blood.

The horror and excitement this second

weapons of his own choosing, but had
seised upon those earest o hand.
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A peculiar feature, which was also
noted with the microtome Liade used to
kill Dr. Bray, was that noue of these
instruments of death showed any marks
of finger prints. Rubber gloves could
bave been used, but it was definitely
established that they were not.

As before, the police could learn oth-
ing, although 1 am sure they tried. No
one now ever remained in the laboratory

alone.  When the orderly came in the
‘morning, two guards alw i
unfil the stafl arrived. All left

together at five o'clock,

About two weeks alter the death of
Dr. Dalia, when the crery and gmarde
came on duty, they were surprised 16
. that one o the four monkeys that

the floor with its throst cut. That the
monkey bad been killed in the same
‘manner as the two physicians could not
but give the impresion that the same
cause was responsible.

‘The killing of the poor monkey was to
‘me more mysterious than the killing of
the tw human being is
slain by another there i always & motive.
That motive may be hate or greed or
Sear, but 1o take the Jife of u caged and
Barmlen beat, 10 take it erually by

Why—reason stops.
et tivia In 1 wey, gipped my
agination and 1 realized, us I had not
before, how malign and horrible and
secret the significunce of this bloody
mim must

All day L thought about it, .na v
1 left the laboratory 1 had come to
decision.  The problemcould g
solvad by the logical processes of deduc-
tion. Ita solution could be reached only
by the less obyious but more direst pro-
- ot rumlllun—llle reasouing of the
it required imagina.-
g xmn. on to a_superlative
degree. The decision that 1 had come
10 was to call in Dr. Finley.

He is the most remiarkable personality
Tknow. A successful Kast Side practi
tioner, ot on the teaching staff of sny
callege and holding only an obweure hos-
pital appointment. ho is the ablest disg-

ician in the country today. For he
has the gift, the care and precious oue
which the high gods bestow but to the
favored fe, and which makesthem rnly
great—imaginat

x_u«uu p ulte
be;udwuem(nmm-nn
is oftice ho

spend an evening with him once or twi

a month for a number of years, because
he is ane of the few men whose conversa-
tion 1 always find stimulating. Unlike
‘most one-book men—and his one book is
fedicine—he is not dull or uninformed
when he talks outside his subject. He
nows other things us well. I huve aften
wondered where and how he gets
information on so many varied and often
‘abstruse topies. Perhaps it is because he
uses 10 the full the creeping hours of
time.

Finley's knowledge of the murders
was that which he had obtained from
ooding the dally pape. Tha informa:
tion T gave.t him was first-hand.

Tiieasd ntetly with bischa sonk llpan
his chest. Suddenly he looked up and

e:

““The Killing of the two meu and the
at intervals of two
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found dead with their throats tora either-
by teeth or claws, und, ulthough they
were completely drained of blood, there
‘was very little blood on the flor.

Iis eyes glinted and narrowed when T
told him this, snd his face broke into a
faint smile, but e made no comment, He
exumined the laboratory with care, but

interest. was mostly centered in the

specimens of living tissuo and the ex-

amples of reconstructed vertebral types.

to fascinate him; as

dnd thly wwld have fascinated most

showing, as they did, not only

- Ilnavtl-dxl of anatomy and physiology

rofound than hitherto

lbw(hl possible, but a plastic surgical

siill that was marvelous in technic and
amazing in resalts.

‘When he left he told me that I would
hear from him shortly. Two days later
e called me on the telephone nnd asked

canse 1 believe it is most important.”"
It was strange that he asked this; it
had been in my mind also. The blood on
the floor had never been enough o cause
death by exsanguinity. It had puzled
me at the time, but the detectives had at-
o koo o i, 1 fadly
attributed it to seepage into the floor,
The peeuliar impressions
o the irotome lads the hanle o the
nife and of the hatelict also interested

bad been interrupted by their untimely
death. He listened with rapt attention
a1 told him how- iy e able to keep
tissve elements itely and the
s romlt oy had ackieved i
“building up” forms with diverse
animal parts. He asked many questions
pectaining o tham which dioplayed
knowledge of anatomy and physiology
um surprised me. Before I left he
romised to visit the Iaboratory s 800D
e b ho oppoctusi 10 o .

7 was ot until fve dasw ater that Dr.
iy oume, wnd 1 the had attber
incident to relate to hi

The mankes was tound dend T antered
that the surviving aniuals be removed to

an adjoining room, which was kept
Jocked cxcept when they wers fod 4nd
their cages cleaned. ~ There were six
Tabbia how rretoe Wbl i allowad to
remain. ‘morning that Dr. Finley

i e laborstery 41 of tham were

asked anxi

““X think 1 have,” he answered quiet-
Iy. “At jeast the conclusion 1 have
roached s plausible, and whatever is
plkasbe i sy pomiln”

were comfortably

etted, with .np- Sight, ke ockod mo if
Thad o pistol. 1 haven't, and I think
Ve et one”

1t s buppened that I had one and the
permit. which made it lawful for me to
earry

it
“Fine,” ho roplied. ““We'll take it
with us ‘when we g0 to the laboratory
tomorrow night.

During the remsinder of my sty be
persistently evad know what
m. That there was &
t violence way evident by his
Tequeet for s deadly weapon. That vas
33 far as he would commit himself. He
instructed me to put the monkeys back
into the laboratory and to have a blaaket
or sheet bung across the alcove, where
the_thermostats to conceal us
while we watehed. Our vigil was to com-
mence as soon a5 the wtaff left.

Promptly at five-thirty Dr. Finley was
announced over the telephone. He came
in as the saff was leaving. 1 had not
informed them of our plan, and when
they saw that he and I intended to re-
main they kuew that something was go-

ing on, but 1 shook my head 10 enjoin
silence sud they went without voicing the
questions T knew they would like to ask.

At a sign from Finley 1 handed the
pistol—u thirty-two calibre automatic—
to him,  Witkout wpeaking, we tiptoed
behind flie curtain in front of the alcove
and sat T leaued over to whisper
to him, but he put his finger to his lips.
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Silently we watched and waited. Slow-
ly the daylight changed to twilight and
then the moon came out. I could see her
pale beams above the eurtuin. Occasion-
sl we could har the onkers moving
in their cages and and then
ons of thers would give sk
Faint and far away tho sounds of tho
o pipiug voices of
it play; the whirl of antomobiles
and the clang of the surface cars. For
a while a phonograph played iu a nearby
The music was popular songs und
jazz, but it sounded eerie and weird.
Finaly it stopped snd thenoies gradu-
ally the only

Iated automobile ax it rushed up the
aveaue.

‘The makeys were asleep and still. As
the night wore on it seemed to me that
my senses were no longer -uumd to
sound and time, although I was wide

awake.

Suddenly Finley clutehcd my hand.
Tnstantly 1 was alert: I could have heard
s pin drop, but vhat T beard was the

i ing of & door moving 0n

‘hinges.

Then came u muffled thud as the door
strack against the wall. Somcthing
e o o, ullowed by 8 serteing
patter on the

"The moskeys began t chater excite-
y. Something seomed to jump on tho
ledge in front of their cages. The chat-
taring inereased, and above it came the
high, shrill cream of ane of the little
beasts in mortal pain or terror.

The seratching sound, was heard again,
then silence.

JPINUEY stood up. He brushed aside
the curtain and we strode into the
room. At the fur end, near where the
mckey cups were, o dark frm e
ed. It was no larger than s child and
its back was. turned toward us, but
the mooalight we could s tht it held &
‘monkey in its arms and its teeth

ed at its throat.
r approach, it

At the sound of ou:
tarmed aad koked It s glowed e,
its lips were dripping
U 1 uc s hes o & B oo

—and T knew, Dropping u-:

Ilmp manhy on th- stood eree

and advanced a step, then—a fash, @
Toports  smll of ackid moke, . the
thing crampled into  heap and lay still.

Rt the sutamsti il in i aod,
Finley turned to me and said, ‘"
an the Tght and look st the uun, that
should not be."”

R. rmmw will tell the rest:
kspeare was right when he
aidthat there are mare things in heaven
aud earth than are dreamt of in our
olilaopty, Thers sartauly re,tnd the

%5
e
h
%
:
El
:

was one of these. 1
and heard about them at the time—some
people talked of nothing else—but I had
not iven the slightest thought to their
solution unil T was asked to do s0.

ice, T knew, were up against
‘That they were unable to

a blank wall.
fasten the
partieular
that they had not made  single arrest.
This was unusual. It was unusual be-
cause there is nearly always a finger of

suspicious
Tngus o o, ‘Thu gences, 1 might Y
the invariable, rale was broken bere, be-

ning eriminal that does not leave some
sigu, however slight, that is indicative of
the person, or type of person who com-
Ditiad T Thi e in the ind of the
police at least, was wanting.

*“When o crime like murder has beei
committed, if the murderer is unknown,
or if suspected but not proved guilty, it

essential to establish a motive. To
Siow, the wetios 1 to S the s,
204 1 the reamn for 1 cime s bmren
he sl fo the erimina st
nazzovs dowa 1 the ssach for ome who
ould e eapelled to st for wuch 8 v

"% Aithough neither the poliee nor my
friend atiached any significance to it,
there was one feature that to me was
most significant, because to me it seemed
10 be the motive. That swas, the vietims
were invariably bled to deith, yet the
amount of blood on the loor did not equal
e smount they b Jost_ Do sy iz
this a clue of su-
preme lmpoﬂ-lnee, and T was very m
surprised that it was overlooked. ~For it
offered absolute evidence that the blood
of the victims was what the murderer
desired. The killing of the monkey and
the ribits confirmed this beyond all

o it could be safely assumed that
1o normal human being would want the
blood ui anotber obtained in this man-
ner. This suggested a maniac with
cannibalistic tendencies. Bat the finger-
prluts {mpromol cu the dethdelng
weapons did not correspond with those
ot a bunsa beng. A .mmu n( erim-
inology know that fingerprints a
i o it eiacnc e nevr b

denied.
ment coul
““Yet the munner.in which the erimes
were committed showed intelligence. The
attacks hud occurred when the vietims
were alone uid 10 one was about to come
to their aid. Some of the higher apes,
the orang, or the gorilla, might show such
intelligence, and tese animals bave been
known murderously to attuck men, but
they huve never been known to exhibit
iy vampirelike clurueteristies such as
ing the blood uf their kill
**No animaly that would fit this de-
weription were coufiued in the Institute
and none was known 1 be wan a
large. It had been demoustrated in &
way that it was impossible to deay that
o one hud guined entrance into the
Iaboratory with homicidal inteat. It was
natural, therefore, o infer that the as-
sassin was 10 be found in the Iaboratory.

For that ressou the human ele-
1d be eliminated.

esea)
““Tf there hud been wnly ove murder

T would have concluded that there was

some law in the police theory that the

murderer had not ained entrance into

the laboratory, T would have

that in some unexplained, or rather, un-

murder and the seemingly meaningless

laying in an exactly identical mauner of
the harmlew little beasts made it im-
possible not 1o believe that the murderer
was still concealed in the Jaboratory.

T thus watisfied myself as to the mo-
tive and the locality where the murderer
‘must be concealed. It was now necessary
to identify him.

o+ When 1 vas frmally sk to 7 t0
solve this dreadful mystery, my friend
‘mentioned, qnlle Incldenally, the -
tensely interes ing results
whieh had stiended the recarche of
Bray and Dnhon in constructive biology

ry. When I visited the

aboratory T wan permitted 1o se thea
truly wonderfu Iuﬂﬂnpll;hmtm.m That
animal tissue, composed as it is of in-
numerable eells of most acate and

side of the body from which it was de-
rived was u stupe iologi
triumph. But that did not compare with
the other marvels shown.

These were nothing more or less than

uses
been welded together as it were into one.
rotesque and bizarre were these man-
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created shapes. But they were purely
‘vegetative, they existed and no more, the
Vil spark whieh we call it was k.
ing. Close as they had come they had
Dot penetrated Nature's greatest secret—
Life.

““One of these shapes in particular at-
tracted my attention. It was the most
horrible parody on brute ereation that
it was possible to conceive. 1t was like.
no living ereature on earth or in the
waters under the earth.

““The body was that of s large and
powerful dog, probably a mastif, as it
s comrsd with o cout of cosa, tawny

abdomen, however, was white
and .m, Tike the belly of a reptile. The
legs were those of  big monke;
T would say. Tho arms were dispropor-
tionately long and their knotted wascles
were covered with thick, reddish hair.
ds were sinewy, black and ape-
like. Both arms and hands were evi-
dently those of a young orang. The face
Tesembled nothing so much as a hideouy

Sttt sightmus dresi f sone
mad mediaeval artist. The head of &
Ieopard had been used, and by the plastic
kil of the surgeon the featurcs had been
transformed into a revolting, feline cari-
cature of & human face. The ensemble
of hofror was completed by a hairless,
tapering, reptilian tail.
““Wahile I gazed on this devilish insult
to man and beast and their Creator a
strange thing happened. Strange, in
that it set in motion the train of hought
that enabled me to supply the unknown
quantity of the problem that T had at-
tempted to solve. T had the motive. the
location: it gave me the identity of the
murderer. Tn its ontward seeming it wax
most commonplace, but Fate, or, rather,
Fate’s Master, not infrequently acts so
and we call it chance. A fly—u big,
bluebottle fy, one of the survivors of
last year's myriads, alighted on the eye-
1id of the thing. Instantly its eye opened,
it winked and &nd a black and hairy

hand was raised to brush away the irri-
tation. By that 1 kuex: it lived. 1t was
not a mere vegetative automaton en-

dowed anly with the phegera, o

reasoning,
would not have broshed avay o fy.
‘Whence came its life

“There are those who believe that
there are other spirits or intelligences
who do ot inhabit the bodics of men
Tam one of those who hold this ancient
. These discarnate intelligences
have never been clothed in flesh, yet
be so is ever their desire.
house of flesh without a tenant,
thing that should not be, an ‘evil spirit
erept, That which was lifeless thus be-
came ali ged by the instinet of its
carnivore brain, it was not satisfied by »
diet of serum or citrated blood injectea
into the geat e of the neck evry few
days. Blood, blood fresh only,

sive Roeasth aod vigee; 0 It slew

atit

Another Creepy Story by Burson Peser Thom Will Appear in an Early Tssue of
WEIRD TALES. It is Called “The Statement of Archibald
Swayne,” and If's an Eerie Yarn. Wasch for It.
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