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The THOUSAND -AND -SECOND

TALE OF SCHEHER AZADE
by Edgar Allan Poe

Author of *
Tru:

AVING had oceasion, lately. in the course
of sonie Oriental investigation, 1o consult
the Tellun nowe Tsitséornol. a work which
ilike the Zohae of Simeon Jochaides) is
searcely known at all, even in Furope, and
which has never heen quoted. to my knowledge, by any
American =il we except, perhaps, the awthor of the
“Curiosities of  American Literature™ ;—having had
to furn over some pages of the )

vy remarkable work, 1 was not tle
astonished (0 discover that the literary world has hither-
10 been strangely in crvor respecting the fate of (he

mentioned very

vizier's daughter, Scheherazade, as that Tate is depicted
i the “Arvabian Nights”: and that the dénoncment
there given, if not alogether inaccurate, as far as it
goes, s @ st 1o blarze in not having gone very much

farther.

TFor ful m(onm wion an this interesting topic, T must
reier the ingmi
but,

ive veader 10 the “lsi *itsell;
i the mean time, | shafl be pardoned for giving
ary of what T there discovered.

remembered llL.\
the tales. a certain me
jealous of his queen, 1 y puts ber to de hut
makes by his Leard and the prophet. 1o espouse
cachi night the most beamiin) waiden in his dominions.
and the nes

the useal version of
ing goad canse 10 e

vow,

The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar,” cte.

vow or ol his
crazade
actually marry
him (I(\]nlﬂ hu l.l excellent advice not to do
of the kind—when shie would and did marry
will [ nill I, it was with her beautiful black
cyes as thoroughly open as the nature of the case would
allow.

It secms, however, that
had been reading Machiavelli,
i ious littte plot in her mind.

politic damsel (who
Leyoud doubt) had a
On the night

of the wedding. she contrived. apon § forget what
specions pretense, ta have her sister oecupy a couch
sulficiently near that of the royal paiz 1o almit of casy
conversation from bed to Lred

mdl. a litde before cock-

her Lushand (who hore her none the worse will because
he intended to wring hev neck om the merrow ) —she
managed (o awaken him. 1 although, on account ol
ipital conscience and gestion, he slept
I\u-. by the profound inter story  {about a
Tvat and a Dlack eat, [ think) which she was narrating
(all in an undertone, of conise) ta her sister. When
xhe day broke. it so happencd that 1his history was not
aliogether Nmished. and that Scheherizade, in the naire
of things could not finish

@

deliver her up w the ¢
cutioner.

Having fullilled this vow
for many years 10 the ki-

ter, and with a religions ol
punctality and m(lhu(l that  aret ma,

conferved great credil npon able as

him as a man of devouwtr 7%

Teelings and excellent seuse,
be was interrupted  one

e knoze it
st a e
0.

. who s umcttv in mr fog abowt what goes oa
ce foday, as his predecessors toer

just then, since it was high
time [or her to get up and
be howstring-—a thing very
litle mwore pleasant than
hanging. ore
2ente

The king's curiosity,
however, prevailing, 1 am
sOrTy to say. even over his
sound religious principles,

du, and just bocorse

iy aso. cerlaiuly dars

aflterncon (no doubt at his

prayers) by a visit from his grand vizier, to whose

daughter. it appears. there had oceurred an idea.

Her name was Scheherazade, and her idea w that
she would cither redeem the L (rom the depopulat-
ing tax upon its beauty, or perish. alter the approved
fashion of all heroines, in the attempt.

Accurdingly, and although we do not find it to be
Jeap-ycur { which makes the sacrifice more meritorious),
she deputes her father, the grand vizier, to make an
offer to the king of her band. This hand the king
cagerly accepts—he had intended to take it at all events,
and had put off the matter from day to day, only
through fear of the vizie . in accepting it naw,
he gives all parties very distinctly to understand, that,

induced him for this once to
posipone the [ulfillment of his vow until next morning,
for the purpose and with the hope of hearing that night
how it fared in the end with the black cat (a black cat,
T ahink it was) and the rat.  His curiosity was that
much aroused.

The night having arrived. however, the lady Sche-
herazade not only put the finishing stroke to the black
cat and the rat (the rat was blue), but before she well
knew what she was about, {ound herself deep in the
intricacics of a narration, having reference (il T am
not altogether mistaken) to a pink horse (with green
wings) that went, in a violent manner, by clockwork,
and was wound up with an indigo key. With this
history the king was even more profoundly interested
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thap with the other—and, as the day broke before its
conelusion (notwithstanding all the queen’s endeavors
to get through with it in time for the bowstringing),
there was again no resource but to posipone that cere-
mony as before, for twenty-four hours. The next
night there happened a similar accident with a similar
result, and then the next—and then again the next;
so that, in the end, the good monarch, having been
unavoidably deprived of all opportunity to keep his
vow during a period of no less than one thousand and
one m"hls, cither forgets it altogether by the expxm»
tion of this titne, or gets himself absolved of it in the
regular way, or (what is more probable) breaks it out-
right, as well as the head of his [ather confessor. At
all events, Scheherazade, who, being lineally descended
from Eve, [ell heir, perhaps, to the whole seven baskets
of talk, which the latter lady, we all know, picked up
{rom under the trees in the garden of Eden; Schehera-
zade, T say, finally triumphed, and the tariff upon beauty
was repealed.

Now, this conclusion (which is that of the story as
we have it upon record) is, no doubt, excessively proper
and pleasant—but alas! like a great many pleasant
things, is more pleasant than true; and T am indebted
altogether 1o the “Isitsdornot™ for the means of cor-
recting the error. “Le Miewr,” says a French proverb,
“est Fennemi du bien,” and, in mentioning that Sche-
herazade had inherited the seven baskets of talk, I
should have added, that she put them out at compound
interest until they amounted to seventy-seven.

“My dear sister,” said she, on the thousand-and-
second night (I quote the language of the “Isitsbornot™
at this point, verbatim). “my dear sister,” said she,
“now that all this little difficulty about the bowstring
has blown over, and (hat this odious tax is so happily
repealed, I feel that 1 have been guilty of great indis-
cretion in withholding fromn you and the king (who,
1 am sorry (o say, snores—a (hing no gentlemnan would
do) the full conclusion ol the history of Sinbad the
sailor. This person went through numerous other and
more interesting adventures than those which I related ;
but the truth is, T fel sleepy on the particular night
of their narration, and so was seduced into cutting
[them short—a grievous piece of misconduct, for which
1 only trust that Allah will forgive me. But even yet
il is not too late to remedy my great neglect—and as
soon as I have given the king a pinch or two in order
to wake him up so far that he may stop making that
horrible noise, I will forthwith entertain you (and him
if he pleases) with the sequel of this very remarkable
story.”

EREUPON the sister of Scheherazade, as I have
it from the “Isitsdornot,” expressed no very par-
ticular inlensity of gratification, but the king having
been sufficiently pinched, at length ceased snoring, and
finally said “Hum " and then “Hoo!” when the queen,
understanding these words (which are no doubt Arabic)
to signify that he was all attentien, and would do his
best not to snore any more—the queen T say, having
arranged these matters to her satisfaction, re-entered
thus, at once, into the history of Sinbad the sailor:
“ At length, in my old age’ (these are the words of
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Sinbad himself, as retailed by Scheherazade)—" ‘at
length in my old age, and alter enjoying many years of
tranquility at home, I became once more possessed with
a desire of visiting foreign countries; and one day,
without acquainting any of my family with my design, 1
packed up some bundles of such merchandise as was
most precious and least bulky, and, engaging a porter
to carry them, went with him down to the sea-shore,
to await the arrival of any chance vessel that might
convey me out of the kingdom inlo some region which
I had nat as yet explored.

“ ‘Having deposited the packages upon the sands, we
sat down beneath some trees, and Jooked out into the
occan in the hope of perceiving a ship, but during
several hours we saw none whatever. At length I
fancied that T could hear a singular buzzing or hum-
ming sound—and the porter, after Jistening awhile;
declared that he also could distinguish it. Presently
it grew louder, and then still louder, so that we could
have no doubt that the object which caused it was
approaching us. At length, on the edge of the horizon,
we discovered a Llack spot, which rapidly increased
in size until we made it out to be a vast monster, swim-
ming with a great part of its body above the surface
of the sea. It came toward us with inconceivable
swiftness, throwing up huge waves of foam around
its breast, and illuminating all that part of the sca
through which it passed with a long line of fire that
extended far off into the distance.

““As the thing drew near we saw it very distinctly.
Its length was equal to that of three of the loltiest
trees that grow, and it was as wide as the great hall
of audience in your palace, O most sublime and munifi-
cent of the caliphs. Its body, which was unlike that
of ordinary fishes, was as solid as a rock, and of a
jeity blackness throughont all that portion of it which
floated above the water, with the exception of a narrow
blood-red sireak that completely begirdled it. The
belly, which floated beneath the surface, and of which
we could get only a glimpse now and then as the mon-
ster rose and fell with the billows, was entirely covered
with metallic scales, of a color like that of the moon
in misty weather. The back was flat and nearly white,
and from it there extended upward of six spines, about
half the length of the whole body.

““This horrible creature had no mouth that we could
perceive; but, as il to make up lor this deficiency, it
was provided with at least four score of eyes, that
protruded from their sockets like those of the green
dragon-fly, and were arranged all around the body in
iwo rows, one above the other, and parallel to the
blood-red streak, which seemed to answer the purpose
of an eyebrow. Two or three of these dread[ul eyes
were much larger than the others and had the appear-
ance- of solid gold.

“‘Although this beast approached us, as I have
hefore said, with the greatest rapidity, it must have
been moved altogether by necromancy—for it had
neither fins like a fish nor web-feet like a duck, nor
wings like the sea-shell which is blown along in the
manner of a vessel; nor yet did it writhe itself for-
ward as do the eels. Tts head and its tail were shaped
precisely alike only, not far from the latter, were two




small holes that served for nostrils, and through which
the monster puffed out its thick breath with prodigious
violence, and with a shricking, disagreeable noise.

“'Our terror at beholding this hideous thing was
very great—Dbut it was cven surpassed by our astonish-
ment, when upon gelling a nearer look, we perceived
upon the creature’s back a vast number of animals about
the size and shape of men, and altogether much re-
sembling them, except that they wore no garments (as
men do), being supplicd (hy nature, no doubt) with
an ugly, uncomfortable covering, a good deal like cloth,
but fitting so tight to the skin as to render the poor
wretches laughably awkward, and put them apparently
to severe pain. On the very tips of their heads were
certain square-looking boxes, which, at first sight, T
thought might have been intended to answer as tur-
bans, but I soon discovered that they were excessively
heavy and solid, and I therefore concluded they were
contrivances designed, by their great weight, to keep
the heads of the animals sieady and safe upon their
shoulders. Around the necks of the creatures were
fastened black collars (badges of servitude, no doubt),
such as we keep on our dogs, only much wider and
infinitely stiffer—so that it was quile impossible for
these poor victims to move their heads in any direction
without moving the body at the same time; and thus
they were doomed to perpetual contemplation of their
noses—a view puggish and snubby in a wonderful, if
not positively in an awful degree.

“*When the monster had nearly reached the shore
where we stood, it suddenly pushed out one of its eyes
to a great extent, and emitted from it a terrible flash
of fire, accompanied Dy a dense cloud of smoke, and a
noise that I can compare to nothing but thunder. As
the smoke cleared away, we saw one of the odd man-
anmimals standing near the head of the large beast with
a trumpet in his hand, through which (putting it to his
mouth) he presently addressed us in loud, harsh, and
disagreeable accents, that, perhaps, we should have
mistaken (or language, had they not come altogether
through the nose.

“*Being thus evidently spoken to, T was at a loss how
to reply, as I could in no manner understand what was
said; and in this difficulty I turned to the porter, who
was near swooning through affright, and demanded of
him his opinion as to what species of monster it was,
what it wanted, and what kind of creatures those were
that so swarmed upon its back. To this the porter re-
plied, as well as he could for trepidalion, that he had
once before heard of this sea-beast; that it was a cruel
demon, with bowets of sulphur and blood of fire, created
by evil genii as the means of inilicting misery upon
mankind ; that the things upon its back were vermin,
such as sometimes inlest cats and dogs, only a little
larger and more savage; and that these vermin had
their uses, however evil—for, through the torture they
caused the beast by their nibblings arid stingings, it
was goaded into that degree of wrath which was requi-

,site to make it roar and commit ill, and so fulfill the
vengeful and malicious designs of the wicked genii.

§ e “This account determined me to take to my heels,
and, without once even looking behind me, 1 ran at
_full speed up into the hills, while the porter ran equally
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fast, although nearly in an opposite direction, so that,
by these means, he finally made his escape with my
bundles, of which I have no doubt he took excellent,
care—although this is a point I cannot determine, as
1 do not remember that I ever beheld him again.

“*For myself, I was so holly pursued by a swarm
of the men-vermin (who had come o the shore in
boats) that I was very soon overtaken, bound hand and
foot, and conveyed to the beast, which immediately
swam out again into the middle of the sea.

“'I now bitterly repented my folly in quitting a com-
fortable home to peril my life in such adventures as
this; but regret being useless, I made the best of my
condition, and exerted myself to secure the good-will
of the man-animal that owned the trumpet, and who
appeared to exercise authority over his fellows. I suc-
ceeded so well in this endeavor that in a few days the
creature bestowed upon me various tokens ol its favor,
and in the end even went to the trouble of teaching me
the rudiments of what it was vain enough to denomi-
nate its language; so that, at length, I was enabled to
converse with it readily, and came to make it compre-
hend the ardent desire T had of seeing the world.

“‘Washish squashish squeak, Sinbad, hey-diddle, did-
dle, grunt unt grionble, hiss fiss, whiss,’ said he to me,
one day alter dinner—but I beg a thousand pardons, I
had forgotten that your majesty is not conversant with
the dialect ol the Cock-neighs (so the man-animals were
called; T presume because their language formed the
conmecling link between that of the horse and that of
the rooster). With your permission, I will translate.
‘Washish squashish,’ and so forth:—that is to say, ‘1
am happy to find, my dear Sinbad, that you are really
a very excellent fellow; we are now about doing a
thing which is called circumnavigating the globe; and
since you are so desirous of seeing the world, T will
strain a point an(l g:ve you 2 free passage upon the
back of the beas

When the Lady Scheherazade had proceeded thus
far, relates the “Isil rnot,” the king turned over
from his left side to right and said—

“It is, in fact, very surprising, my dear queen, that
you omitted hitherto these latter adventures of Sinbad.
Do you know I think them exccedingly entertaining
and strange?”

The king having (hus expressed himself, we are (old,
the fair Scheherazade resumed her history in the fol-
lowing words :—

“Sinbad went on in this manner, with his narrative—
‘I thanked the man-animal for its kindness, and soon
found myself very much at home on the beast, which

. swam at a prodigious rate through the ocean ; although

the surface of the latter is, in that part of the world,
by no means flat, but round like a pomegranate, so that
we went—so to say—either up hill or down hill all the
tim
“That, I think, was very singular,”
ing.
“Nevertheless, it is quile true,” replied Scheherazade.
“I have my dotbts,” rejoined the kmg, “but pray, be
s0 good as to go on with the stor
“I will,” said the queen, “The beast,” continued
Smbad, 'swam, as I have related, up hill and down hill,

interrupted the
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until at length we arrived at an island, many hundreds
of miles in circumference, but which, nevertheless, had
been built in the middle of the sea by a colony of little
things like caterpillars.” !

“ITum!” said the king.

““Leaving this island,’ said Sinbad— (for Scheh
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an abyss on _the summit issued so vast a quantity of
ashes that the sun was entirely blotted out [rom the
heavens, and it became darker than the darkest mid-
night; so that when we were even at the distance of
a hundred and fifty miles from the mountain, it was

zade, it must be understood, took no notice of her hus-
band’s ill-mannered ejaculation)—‘leaving this island,
we came 1o another where the [orests were of solid
stone, and so hard that they shivered to pieces the
finest-tempered axes with which we endeavored to cut
them dowr

“Hum ! said the king ag'uu. but Scheherazade, pay-
ing lim no X | in the I in-
bad.

“‘Passing beyond this last island, we reached a
country where there was a cave that ran to the distance
of thirty or forty miles within the bowels of the earth,
and that contained a greater number of far more spa-
ciaus and more magnificent palaces than are to be found
in all Damascus and Bagdad. From the rooms of these
palaces there hung myriads of gems, like diamonds,
but larger than men: and in among the streets of tow-
ers and pyramids and temples, there flowed immense
rivers as black as ebony, and swarming with fish that
had no eyes.” ?

“Huam!” said the king.

“We then swam into a region of the sea where we
found a lofty mountain, down whose sides there
streamed torrents of melted metal, some of which were
twelve miles wide and sixty miles long;* while [rom

' Tl|e coralites.

“One he most remarkable n-uurzl curie

a pcmﬁl:d forest near the head of Pasigno Ri It consists

of several mdred trees, in an (-rccl pasmon all trned to

stone. Several trees, now growing, are partly petrified. This is

a startling fact for natural philosophers, and must cause them to
madify the existing theory of petrifaction.”"—Kennedy.

This account, at first discredited. has since been corroborated
by the discovery of a completely perified forest, near the head-
walers of the Chayenne, or Chienne River, which las its source
in the Black Hills of the Rocky Chain.

here is scarcely, pertaps, a spectacle on the surl::e of the
globe more cither in a
point of view. than Lhat presented by the pclnﬁcd forest, near
ro. The traveler, having passed the tombs of the caliphs,
just beyond the gales of Ilie eity, proceeds to the southward,
nearly at right angles 10 the road across the deserl to Suez,
alter Ixavmg traveled some ten miles up a Jow barren valley,
with sand, gravel, and sea-shells, l'resll as if the tide had
retired but yesterday, crosses a low range of sandhil
has for some distance run parallel to his path. The scene now
presented to him is beyond conception, singular and desolate. A
mass of {ragments of trees, all converied fnto stone, and when
struck by bis horse’s hool ringing like cast iron, is seen to ex-
tend iisell for miles and miles around him, in the form of a
decayed and prostrate forest. The wood is of a dark brown
hue, but retains its forfn in perfection, Ihe pieces being from one
to Bftcen fcel in length, and from a foot to three h:cl
in thickness, sirewed so closely wgelher. as far as the eye
reach, that an Egyptian donkey can scarcely (hread its way
rough amongst them, and so natural that, were it in Scotland
er Ireland, it might pass without remark for some emormous
drained bog, on which he exhumed trees fay roltjng in the sun.
The roots and rudiments of the branches are in many cases
nearly perfect, and in some the worm-holes caten under the bark
are readily recognizable. The most delicate of Ihe sap vessels,
and all the finer rllons of the centre of the w
Tecily entire, and o be examined with the strongm mag-
nifiers. The whole are so thoroughly s as to scratch
gllass and are capable of receiving the highest polxsh.—A.nnlw
agaci
' The Mammoth Cave of Kentucky.
*In Iccland, 1783.

ies in Texas is

ills, wi

ible to sec the whitest object, however close we

held it to our eyes,

“Hum?!” said the kmg

“ ‘After quitting this coast, the beast continued his
voyage until we met with a land in which the nature
of things seemed reversed—for we here saw a great
lake. aL the bottom of which, more than a hundred [eet
beneath the surface of the water, there ﬂourished in
full leafl a forest of tall and luxuriaut trees.’”

“Hoo!" said the king.
‘Some hundred miles farther on brought us to a
climate where the aumosphere was so dense as to sus-
tain iron or steel, just as our own does [eathers.’” 7

“Fiddle de dee,” said the king.

ROCEEDING still in the same direction, we

presently arrived at the most magnificent re-
gions in the whole world. Through it there meandered
a glorious river for several thousands of miles, This
river was of unspeakable depth, and ol a transparency
richer than that of amber. It was from three to six
miles in width; and its banks, which rose on either side
to twelve hundred feet in perpendicular height, were
crowned with ever-blossoming trees and perpetual
sweet-scented flowers that made the whole territory
one gorgeous garden; but the name of this luxuriant
land was the kingdom of Horror, and to enter it was
inevilable death.’ " ®

“Humph ! said the king.

“‘We leit this kingdom in great haste, and, after
some days, came to another, where we were astonished
to perceive myriads of monstrous animals with horns
resembling scythes upon their heads. These hideous
beasts dig for themselves vast caverns in the soil, of
a [unnel shape, and line the sides of them with rocks
50 disposed one upon the other that they fall instantly
when trodden upon by other animals, thus precipitating
them into the monster’s dens, where their blood ig im-
moediately sucked and their carcasses afterwards hurled

* “During the eruption of Hecla, in 1766, clouds of this kind
produced such a degree of darkness that, at Glaumba, which is
more than fiity leagues from the muum in, people cnuld only
find their way by groping. During the eruption of Vesuvius, in

1794, at Caserla, four leagues dn;lam paople wu\d only walk by
the light of torches, On May 1, 1812, a cloud of volcanic ashes
and sand, coming from a volcano in the island of St. Vincent,
covered the whole of Barbadoes, spreading over it so intense a
darkness that at mid-day, in the open air, one could not perceive
the trees or other objects near him. or even a white hzndkl:rchlcf
placed at the distance of six inches from the eye”—Murray,
p. 215, Phil. edit.

In the year 1790, in the Caraccas, during an carthquake. a
portion of ihe granite soil sank and Teft & fake eight hundred
yards in diameter, and from eighty to a humdred ieet deep. It
was a part of the forest of Aripao which sank. and the trees
remalnv:d green for several months under the water.”—3urray,

p.2

'The hardesl steel ever manulaelured may, under the ac
of a blow-pipe, be reduced to an impalpable powder, whu:h will
ﬂoal readi y m the almospheric air.

The region of the Nigar. See Simmong’s Colonial Haga-
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out (0 an i distance from “the
caverns of deatl.” ®

" said the king.

“Pooh !
“ *Continuing our progress, we p a district
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tion a secret, it was only alter the most profound re-
searches and labor, and the writing of an infinity of
blg books, during a long series of years, that the men-

abounding with vegetables that grew not upon any
soil, but in the air.** There were others that sprang
from the substance of other vegetables; ! others that
derived their substance from the bodies of living ani-
and then again there were others that glowed
all over with intense fire: ™ others that moved irom
place to place ar pleasure,'* and, what is still more won-
derful, we discovered flowe ved and breatked
and moved their limbs at will, and had, mereover, the

passion of kind for ing other crea-
tures and confining them in horrid and solitary prisons
until the [ulfilment of appointed tasks.’ ” **

“Pshaw " said the king.

“‘Quitting this land, we soon arrived at another in
which (he bees and the birds are mathematicians of such
genius and erudition, that they give daily instructions
in the science of gcometry to the wise men of the em-
pire. The king of the place having offered a reward
for the solulion of two very difficult problems, they
were solved upon the spot—the one by the bees, and
the other by the birds; but the king keeping their solu-

*The Hyrmelcon—lion-ant, The term “monster” cqually
applicable 10 small abnormal (hings and to great, while such
epithels as “vast” arc merely comparative. The cavern of the
myrmeleo st in comparison the hole of the common
red anl. A grain of silex is, a'so, X

“*The Epidendron, Flos Acri [amlly of the Orchidoc.
grows with merely the surface of us roms attached to a tree or
other object, from which it derives no nutriment—subsisting
altogether upon air.

, such as the wonder{ul Rafflesia Anmld
cales ass of plants that grow up

animals—the thlar Epizac. Of this class arc the llltl alld

Algoe.

In A‘I'- J. B. Wil

s, of Salem. Mass., presented the National
1 from New Zealand, with the fallowing
xo T he 1 allr a decided caterpillar or worm, is jound
Brow ng at the foot of the Rata tree, with a plant growing out
of its head. This most peculiar and extraordinary insect travels
p both the Rata and Perriri trees, and enering imo the top, cats
vay, perforating Lhe trunk ol tree until reaches 1

it then comes out of the oot and dics. or remains dormant,
znd the plant propagales out of its head; the body remains pere
Tect and entire, of a harder substance than when nhve. From
thig insect the natives make a coloring for tattooing.”

"In mines and nalural caves we find a species of cryploga-
mous fuugus that emits an inlense phosphorescence.
*The orchis, scabius, and valisncria.
*“The corolla of this flower (Aristolochia Ch-mam ), which
(ubular. but terminating upwar nflated
into a glabular figure al the base. - The tuhular part 15 internally
beset with stiff hairs, pointing downward. The globular part
contains the pistil, which consists merely of a germen and
stigma, together with the surrounding stamens.  Bul the
slamens, being shorter than even the germen, cammol discharge
the pollcn so as to throw it upon the stigma, zs (he Aower stands
always upright 1ill after impregnation. And hcnce without
some additional and peculiar aid, the pollen must nccessarily
fall down (o the bottom of the flower. Now. the nid that nawre
has furnished in this case is, that of the Tiputa Peunicornis, a
small insect, which, entering the tube of the corolla l
honey, descends to the bottom and rummages about
comes quite covered with pollen: but ot being able Lo Torée 1ts
way oul again, owing to the downward position of the hairs,
which converge to a point like the wires of a mouse-trap, and
being somewhat impatient of its canfinement, it brushes backs
ward and forward, trying every corner, till, after repeatedly
traversing the stigma, it covers it pollen sufficient for its
nnprcgnauon in consequence of wl h the flower soon begins to
droop and the hairs 1o shrink to the side of !ht tube, aflecling
an easy passage for the escape of the insect.”—Rev. P. Keith,
System of Physiological Botany.

at Ienglh arrived at the identical solu-
tions which had been given upon the spot by the becs
and by the birds.

“Oh my!” said lhc king.

“"We had scarcely lost sight ol this empire when we
found ourselves close upon another, from whaose shores
there flew over our heads a flock of fowls a mile in
breadth, and two hundred and forty miles long ; so that,
although they flew a mile during every minute, it re-
quired no less than four hours [or the whole flock to
pass over ws—in which there were several millions of
millions of fowls.” " 17

“Ch fy!" said the king.

““No sooner had we got rid of these birds, which
occasioned us great annoyance, than we were terrified
by the appearance of a fowl of another kind, and in-
finitely larger than even the rocs which I met in my
former voyages; [or it was bigger than the biggest of
the domes on your seraglio, oh, most Munificent of
Caliphs. This terrible fowl had no head that we could
perceive, but was [ashioned entirely of belly, which was
of a prodigious [atness and roundness, of a soft-look-
ing substance, smooth, shining, and striped with vari-
ous colors. In its talons, the monster was be;mng away
to his eyrie in the heavens, a house from which it had
knocked off the roof, and in the interior of which we
distinetly saw human beings, who, beyond doubt, were
in a state of Iright{ul despair at the horrible fate which
awaited them. \We shouted with all our might, in the
hope of Irightening the bird into letting go of its prey;
but it merely gave a snort or puff, as if of rage, and
then let fall upon our heads a heavy sack which proved
(o he filled with sand "

“Stufl " said the king.

“It was _|ust ahcr this adventure that we encoun-
tered a extent and of |
solidity, but \\hxch nevertheless was suppcrted enllrely
upon the back of a sky-blue cow that had no fewer than
{four hundred horns.” ”” *

The e bees been
heir :clls with Jjust such sulcs, in just such numlm, and at just
such inclinations, as it has been demonstrated (in a problem
involving the profoundest mathematical principles) are the very
sides, in the very number, and at the vers angles, which will
afford the creatures the most room that is compatible with the
greatest stability of structure.

During the latter part of the last century, the question arose
among mathematicians—"to determine the best form that can be
given 10 Wie sails of a windmill, according to their varying dis-
tances from the revolving vanes. and likewise [rom (he centres
of the revolution.” This is an exccssively complex problem, for
it is, in other wnrrls, 10 find the best possible position at an
infinity of varied nces, and at an infinity of points on the
arm. There were a ll|ousaud [utile altempts (o answer the query
on the part of the most illustrious mathematicians ; and, when,
at length, an undeniable solution was discovered, men found that
the winks of a bird had given it with absolute precision ever
since the first bird hml traversed the air,

obscrved a flack of pigeons passing betwixt Frankfort
and the Indiana lernlory, one mile at lﬂsl in breadih; it wok
up four hours in passing ; \\Iuch at the raic of one mr
minute, gives a length of 240 miles and, supposing three pigeans
to each square yard, gives ,230 igeons,—Travels ijn
Can;{la and llle ‘United States, by Lmn . Hall.

‘The ear\h is upheld by a cow of a blue color having Korns
four hundred in number.”—Sale’s Koran
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“That, now I believe,” said the king, “because I hava
read something of the kind before in a book.”

“‘We passed immediately beneath this continent
(swimming in between the legs of the cow) and, after
some hours, found ourselves in a wonderful country
indeed, which, T was informed by the man-anima., ¥as
his own native land, inhabited by things of his own
species. This elevated the man-animal very much in
my esteem; and in fact, I now began to feel ashamed
of the contemptuous [amiliarity with which 1 had
treated him; for I (ound that the man-animals in gen-
eral were a nation of the most powerful magicians, who
lived with worms in their brain.*® which, no doubt,
served to stimulate them, by their painful writhings
and wrigglings, to the most miraculous efforts of
imagination.’ "’

“Nensense!" said the king.

“Among the magicians were domesticated several
animals of very singular kinds; for example, there was
a huge horse whose bones were iron and whose blood
was boiling water. In place of corn, he had black stones
for his usual food: and yet, in spite of so hard a diet,
he was so strong and swift that he would drag a load
more weighty than the grandest temple in this city, at
a rate surpassing that of the fiight of most birds.” ” *

“Twattle!” said the king.

“I saw, also, among these people a hen without
feathers, but bigger than a camel; instead of flesh and
bone she had iron and brick; her blood, like that of the
horse (to whom, in fact, she was nearly related), was
boiling water; and like him she ate nothing but wood
or black stones. This hen brought [forth, very fre-
quently, a hundred chickens in the day; and, after birth,
they took up their Tesidence for several weeks within
the stomach of their mother.” " #*

“Fal lal 1" said the king.

*“‘One of this nation of mighty conjurors created a
man out of brass and wood, and leather, and endowed
him with such ingenuity that he would have beaten at
chess all the race of mankind, with the exception of the
great Caliph, Haroun Alraschid®® Another of these
magi constructed (of like material) a creature that put
to shame even the genius ol him who made it; for so
great were its reasoning powers that, in a second, it per-
formed calculations of so vast an extent that they would
have required the united labor of fifty thousand fleshy
men for a year.** But a still more wonderful conjuror
fashioned {or himself a mighty thing that was neither
man nor beast, but which had brains of lead, intermixed
with a black matter like pitch, and fingers that it em-
ployed with such incredible speed and dexterity that it
would have had no trouble in writing out twenty thou-
sand copies of the Koran in an hour; and this was so
exquisite & precision, that in all the copies there should
not be found one to vary [rom another by the breadth

Tllc Enro-m, or intestinal worms, have repeatedly been
he muscles, and i m lhe cerebral substance of men.”

—See W wt’: Physiology, %
%0n tﬁ Great Western zll\na), between London and Exe-
ter, & speed of 71 miles per hour has been attained. A train
weighing 90 tons was whirled from Paddington o Dideot (53

mxles) n S1 minules,
The Eccalobeion. (Now called Tncubater.)
elze’s Automaton Chess-plaver,

- Babbage ] Calculafmg Machine.

AMAZING STORIES

of the finest hair. This thing was of predigious
strength, so that it erected or overthrew the mightiest
empires at a breath; but us powers were exercised
equally for evil and for good.

““Ridiculous !” said the kmg

“*Among this nation of necromancers there was also
one who had in his veins the blood of the salamanders ;
for he made no scruple of sitting down to smoke his
chibouc in a red-hot oven until his dinner was thor-
oughly roasted upon its floor.®® Another had the
faculty of converting the common metals into gold,
without even looking at them during the process.® Al
other had such a delicacy of touch that he made a wire
0 fine as to be invisible.** Another had such quickness
of perception that he counted all the separate motions
of an elastic body, while it was springing backward and
forward at the rate of nine hundred millions of times
in a second.” " 2

“Absurd!” said the king.

““‘Another of these magicians, by means of a fluid
that nobody ever yet saw, could make the corpses of his
friends brandish their arms, kick out their legs, fight, or
even get up and dance at his will** Another had culti-
vated his voice to so great an extent that he could have
made himself heard from one end of the earth to the
other.”® Another had so long an arm that he could sit
down in Damascus and indite a letter at Bagdad—or,
indeed, at any distance whatsoever.® Another com-
manded the lightning to come down to him out of the
heavens, and 1t came at his call; and served him for a
plaything when it came. Another took two loud sounds
and out of them made a silence. Another constructed a
deep darkuess out of two brilliant lights3* Another
made ice in a red-hot furnace.®® Another directed the

=l(,‘qubrn and since him, a hundred others.
* The Eleetrotype.

- Wollaston made of platinum (or the Beld of vicws in a tele-
scope a wirc one eighteen-thousand part of an inch in thickness.
It could be seen only by means of the microscope.

™ Newton demonslrated thal the retina, Innv.-nll\ the mﬂuence
of the violet ray of the spectrum, vibrated 900,000,000 of times
in a secon

S The Voluic

* The Electro )}glegraph transmits intelligence mslamnnenusly
—at least so far as regards any disiance upon the ea

" The Electro Telegraph Printing Apparatus,

* Common experiments in Natural lnlomplry 1M two red
rays from two lursinous points be admitted into a dark chamber
so as to fall on a while surface, and dlﬁcr in their length by
0.0000238 of an inch, their intensity is doubled. So also il the
difference in Ienglh be any \\]mle numbcr mulliplied of that
fraction. A multiple by 21, 3%, &c., |vcs an intensity equal
10 one-ra; only, but a multiple by § &e., gives llle resull
of lotal darkness. In violet ra s sn r eﬂe:ls -se n the
difference in length is 0.000157 of an_inch; lI m)m
rays (he results are the sam&the duﬁennc: var) mg with a
uniform increase from the violet 1o the re

Arlmlogous experiments in respect to sound produce analogous
resu

®Place a platinum crucible over a spirit lamp, and keep it at
a red heat; pour in some sulphurous acid, which, though the
mosl volatile of bodies at 2 common temperature, will be (ound

o become completely fixed in a hot crucible, and not a drop
e\—a rates—being surrounded by an atmosphere of its own,

oes not, in fact, touch the sides. A few drops of water
are o Sattoduasd, ‘when the. aci immediately coming in
contact with the heated sides of the crucible, flies off in sul-
phurous acid vapor, and so rapid is ity progress, that U|e
aaloric of the water passes off with it, which frlls a lu
ice to boltom; by taking ndv:maga of the moment
it is allowed to re-melt, it may be turned out a lump of |ce
Irom a red-hot vessel




THE THOUSAND-AND-SECOND TALE

sun to paint his portrait, and the sun did.3* Another
took this luminary with the moon and the planets, and
having first weighed them with scrupulous accuracy,
probed into their depths and found out the solidity of
the substance of which they are made. But the whole
nation is, indeed, of so surprising a necromantic ability,
that not even their infants, nor their commonest cats
and dogs, have any difliculty in seeing objects that do
not exist at all, or that for twenty-millions of years be-
fore the birth of the nation itself, had been blotted out
from the face of creation.””®

“Preposterous ! said the king.

“‘The wives and daughters of these jncomparably
great and wise magi, ” continued Scheherazade, without
being in any manner disturbed by these frequent and
most ungentlemanly interruptions on the part of her
husband—"* “the wives and daughters of these eminent
conjurors are everything (hat is accomplished and re-
fined; and would be everything that is interesting and
beautiful, but [or an unhappy fatality that besets them,
and from which not even the miraculous powers of
their husbands and fathers has, hitherto, been adequate

* The Daguerreol

"Allhough light uzvels 183,000 miles in a second, the dis-
tances of 61 Cygni (the firsl star whose distance was ascer-
tained,) {s so inconceivably great, that its rays would req
more than ten years ta reach the earth. For stars beyond thi
zo—or even 1,000 years—would be 3 moderate estimate. Thus,

i they had been annihilated 20, or 1,000 years ago, we might
-|ll see them lo-day, by the Iughl whn:h started [rom their
surfaces, 20 or 1,000 years in the past time. That many which
we see daily are really extinct, is nol impossible—not even
improbable.

The elder Fersche! maintains (hat the light of -the faintest
nebule seen through his great lelesco must have taken
3,000,000 years in rczchmg Uie earth.  Some, made visible by
Lord g&ss instrument must, then, have required at least
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1o save. Some famlmes come in certain shapes, and
some in others—but this of which I speak, has come in
the shape ol a crochet.” "3

“A what ?” said the king.

““A crochet,” " said Scheherazade. *‘One of the evil
genii who are perpetually upon the watch to inflict ill,
has put it into the heads of these accomplished ladies
that the thing which we describe as personal beauty,
consists altogether in the protruberance ol the region
which lies not very [ar below the small of Lhe back.
Perfection of loveliness, they say, is in the direct tatio
ol the extent of this hump. Having been long possessed
of this idea, and bolsters being cheap in that country,
the days have long gone by since it was possible to dis-
tinguish a woman [rom a dromedary—""

“Stop!” said the king—“I can’t stand that, and [
won't. You have already given me a dreadful headache
with your lies. The day, too, I perceive, is beginning to
break. How loug have we been married>—my con-
science is getting to be troublesome again. And then
that dromedary touch—do you take me for a fool?
Upon the whole, you might as well get up and be
(hrottled.”

These words, as I leamn from the IsitsSornot, both
grieved angd astonished Scheherazade; but, as she knew
the king to be a man of scrupulous integrity, and quite
unlikely to forfeit his word, she submitted to her fate
with good grace. She derived, however, great conso-
lation (during the tightening of the bowstring) from
the reflection that much of the history remained still
antold, and that the petulance of her brute of a husband
had reaped for him a most righteous reward, in depriv-
ing him of many inconceivable adventures.

™ The "bustle” of mid-Victorian terminology.—Ebiror.

THE END



