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MANDOLIN

oods of Averoigne

(Inspired by Clark Ashton Smith’s stories)

By GRACE STILLMAN

Deep in the woods of Averoigaoe,
Goblin and satyr, loup-garou,
Devil and vampire hold their feasts:
Forces of wizardry imbue
Even the foliage of the oak;
Beeches and pines in drear decay
Uplift their bony branches wan
Under a sky of corpse-like gray.
Evil is there in Averoigne:
Evil I should not see at all;

Evil whose very presence seems
Holding me in a curious thrall:
Knowing it well, my feet still grope

Nearer this force malign, withdrawn;
In dread, against my will I creep
Deep in the woods of Averoigne.
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