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TO BUILD A FIRE

By JACK LONDON

<Don't vl aone fn he Kloniike after 50 below” 1.....‘;
Noriand vaing. Vel e “hechaqu tackle
o veaped o eweion et

exceedingly cold and geay, when ing hairlne trail, the absence of sun from

e man turned asde from the main the sky, the tremendons. cold, and. the
okon tril . clinbed the it srngenss and weidness of i al—made
bk, where i o ieraveled il o impresion on the mas, 16 was o be-
he was I as a

Dn FIAD BROKEN cold and gray,  Dut all this—the mysterious, far-reach-

heer South, would  conjectural fied of immortalty ar

o pec sbove the sky e and dip ime _piace i the univrse

mediately from view, Fifty degrees below zero stood for
“The man fung a look back long the it o 1ot tha hurt and it sk be
y he had come, The Yukon lay 2 guarded against by the use of mittens, car

¢ was
g, in_ gt undultons where the lec ihee shouldbe arything more 1o It t
s o the frecze-up ad (/\ruml North  that was  thovght that never ntered
and sout ould see, bea

s e umed 1o g0 on e gt e
ivly, There was 4. sharp, exploive
crckie hat m i,
And again, in

o
e saow, bt s e T crcked
the s, Undoubiedy it was coder than
ity below—how mueh codee he did hok
koow. Bt thetempersire did ot mater:

over across the divide
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from the Jndian Croek comiry, whie be ot o de, (g g, I ot be
had come the roundabout way to take 3

Jook a the posibiies of gt ook Joss
i the spring {rom the islands i the Yukon.
He would be in to camp by six o'lock; a

bit after dark, it was true, but the boys
voul e e 3 e woud be ging ma
a hot supper would be.ready.

T s i o st e pr
truding bundle under bis jacket. 1e was
o tader i shirty wrapped upin 3 band:

The wolf-dog marled, for in the man's olca wan
dand 4 for=

srange note of fear thet frightencd

Kercit and i agsin e kel sk v sk, the proper woll dog gray-
< oy way o ke the bicuts without any visibe o teme.

o rcsing. He smied agrecibly 1o peramenta dilomenc oy 4 brohr, i
himsell a0 Be  thoughn ol those Ui by
each cut open and sopped in bacon gt
and_ each euclu\m; a generous slice of
fried bacor

He phinged in wncey tha Vi sorce a reaity, it
trees. The trail was faint. of ot merely colder n..n ifty below zero;
e ey ot i | 1y e ey e o aty
Paieed ovr, 1o b was a4 b was i bekow, It whs' seveuyeive’ bl

L
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Since thefeaing point o thirty.tws sbove
aero, it meant that one hundred and seve
dgres offost o

i g e G
ST B B e e
T

perenced a vague but menacing

it breathing
o o T 8 B poder of
pecially were its jowls, muz-

the form

g it evry varm, ik
Also, the

s ok thy, e o

..Em 58 s il tht b was bl
e i chin when e expelled.the

e result was that a crystal beard of
the color and sty of ambe vas incress
ing ts length on his
e el down it would shater el
ke gl no britle (rgents
i ot i the

e penalty al mmm chewers
i i in m rcomiy, and e d e out

it s " They had
e ol i, e e, ot by e
it Bromomte & Siny bk he Joew

. had heen regisered . fity below
i ey

He held on through the leve stretch of
s for several miles, crossed a wide
ﬂal of piger beads, an droed down

ak to the frozen bet al
n.. as Henderson Creek, and he knew

gt by byt
ke st i i T was 1 sclock

He was making four miles an hour, and
he caleulated that he would arsive at the

forks at hali-past t He decided to
brate that event by eating his lunch
there.

‘The dog dropped in again at his heels,
with 2 ) drocping dmuunle\mm. as
along the creck

[
i "The tman beld ity o on.
He was not much given to thi
it then pariularly e had nothig. 10
think about save that he would eat lunch

oly
T pc i e e mvwmble
becae of the ie muzle o bis moulh
So e coninued. munmanmuly

d i e e o e

thought reiterated
el that . was ery ok and tiar e
perienced such cold

and g
and. “He did this automa
again changing hanis,
would, the instant he

and experienced a pang of
had not devised 2 nose strap of
Bl wor b e

passed_across the_checks,
nvui them. B

,.,mm that was

b
serion

s— mind wasof thovghs
e v Keealy and he notced

abruptly, Tike & started horse, et vy
from the place where he had been

ind vl ihipie ]
the t

il
“The creck e Joew was frosen clem
ok could_contain

also that there were springs that bubbled
out from the hillsides and ran along

snow and on top the ice of the creck.
He knew that the coldest snaps never froze
thesc springs, and he knew likewise theig
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danger, They were traps. They hid

ool o watr ande the s s might
e inches deep, or

e a i of I Wl an fnh hck cov-

‘and in turn was covered by the

here werealternat

hat i
reaking
sometimes weting.

That was why be had shied in such

panic. He had feit the give under his
fect and heard the crackle of a snow-
bidden e sin And 10 get his ot wet

in s a temperture meand troule
y s i meant ey,
i and build

of tobaceo and swung along a

it
I the course of the et two burs e
spon several simiar tcaps. Usly

he snow shove the Iudnkn
ke, cnded Tt v

Um mm, " howeres
and once, suspecting
d:xurr, e, (nmpd\:d the du' o g

.n

. 1t had
fortet and hp and ot
e e o it turned to ice.
e quick effors o lck the ce of
ego then dropped down fn the snow
g fn to m.c ou. the it hud
formed the

¢
iyt of s beng, Bt the man knew fa-
ing achievd gt on the sbject
and he re e from bis n|||l
ot o vy veu ot e v part]

e i o ekpose s ners more a3

FIRE

minste, and

of a minute, e moment the
Pumncss 1id hold of the exposed Fgers.

id ot put the mitten on, but,
cad, sk the fnges 3 doen, dharp
gmshes agsint i . Then

wmered o (0 . m

sing xlm Iqumﬂ.\ upon the

is fin st his g mmx o auidkly
it bt was s, ‘HEbad had mo hance
ake 3 Ve of biscuit. He s the

the mitten, baring the other hand for the
purpee o, aing.. He wied o uke
hiul, bt th sl

Hc tad fogoten o bmm
uckded at his foolishness, and
0'he. chiciied ‘e mhci sha markoess

mb.
puled the miten on hurriedly and
stond a bit

Samped wp and. down un
returned into the
cold,

Sulphur Crek
telling how cold it sometimes got in the
o

the time!

5

.
nd down, stamping bis
feet and threshing s arms, until reas
sured by the recuring warmi Then he
ot out matches and proceeded to make &




8 NORTHWEST
fre. From the undergrowth, where high
ater of he previon pring ad ldged 3

supply of seasoned twigs, b got his fre-
o, Workig arsy from 2
g, be soon in e, v

wiich b thaved th ke from i

warmih and far enough away to escape
beig siogs.
When the man hud s, be fled

the
and it Tad nherited e
itknew that
in ...m feacfl cold
e smug

The e 1o

2 he oty aress it had evr

e e carese of the whip luh tnd

o bt g oescog e Sl ths
be vl the

e e T s A 2
lowed after.
The man ok 8 chew of tobacco and
ded to start a new amber beard.
i, i meist breath quickly powdered
it whie s mutach, eytrows, and
fashes.  There did not seem to be s0 many
spings on e ket ok o the Henderson,
and i hou the o s o s
Aot T A
place e there were 20 igon, whre
the soit, unbroken sow seemed 0 adver-

ROMANCES
s, the ma ke ol
12 'vas ot dep. " He

o ot ks beore e et ot
to the

He was gy, and cursed s ek
slow, He 1ad get into camp
with the boys at six o'clock, and this would
delay bim an huur, :M e would v to
build a fire an . This

t dry twigs,
H wrked vl ani Gy enly
Gradal

arare o iy danes s the

e gre e the size

o tie e it Wk el e

ted in the snow, pulng the tvis

in the brush

ing dretly m e, T know

e i b e e -t
nty-fivebelow

ty-five below.
o wat et w

The old-timer
him about it

the man kaew.
Creck had wld

the previous fall, and now he was appr

ing the advice. ' Already all sensation had

gone out of his fect. To byild

he had been forced to remove his mittens,
the fingers had quickly gone mumb,

His pace of four miles an Kept
heart pumping blood to. the surface

of his body and to all the extremities.
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10
But the instant he stopped, the action of
o cid of sce

o planct

ted to bide away and cover iteelt
up from the fearful cold.  So long as h

ol e plr an e, ke purel
hat blood, willy

et
“His cxpose. fingers
e e n i hough e pt
7t gt frce

Nose and cheeks were aresdy. recing
whie the skin of all i body.
ot its bood.

Bt he was safe. ind nose and
eheeks would be only touched by the frost,
e s g

as feeding it igs
g m ol i fm;;:r ke
be o b s to e i with bunches
oy m, i, and o
e bis wet foolgar,
it e could becp
e, rubbing e e, o m\vrx‘,
with snow. fire was a success, He
was sfe. He nm!mben-l e advice of

3 M

the it on Sulphur Creek,and s
e 1a1 b sk

aying. down the lav iat no man sk

ravel alone i te Kionike ater ity

beow, - Well, here he was

the accident;

et st e b

were rather womanish,
g, Al man bad
to do was tokeep his head, and

i & man coud

well down and his finger ends.
Al o whih o o M There
was the fire, snapping and cracing and

promiing e with exery dancng tame.

aned to e s mocuis, They

were coated with ice; the thick Ger

i e e e o o ey
iees; and the moecasin. st

‘mom it s b fingery

e tugged wi
then, m.n.mg the folly of it be drew
his 5
Bt bukors b coud cut e o

o tlown for wed 5
bovgh was Tully frighicd. Ea he
bad e a twig e fnd conmunicated
slight agitation to the tree—an impercept-

Seliion, = (a2 44 be va coeersady
but an agitation. suffcient to bring about
the disaster.  High up in the tree_one
bough capsized its load of snow. This

g

fell o the boughs beneath, capsizing them.

death, For o moment et and sared

ore the sec-

e vy ey
uch were his thoughts, b
i hem, e

he did n
*He v busy al the
mind.

o, where no treacherous
ree coud Mot if ost: New e gathered
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ry grases and iy i from te igh

thougit of s frcsing fect

bits of tha

i s the et e coud do. e wor

meth oen collsing an arml

e e Sran later
e Vo gahered sl A
bt

i
e e reched

e of btch
e v the ks thre, and,
o s e i e
“' w;, as he.

eing s b wit 3l iy might agind
tis sk M dil this
m

quickly going numb again.  Next he
rougie ot i bnch of s e

‘But the tremendous cold had already driven

To s effort

trid to pick it out of the
The dead fingers could neither touch nor
el

jutch.
He was very carcful. He drove the

ind beat it fercely against bis knce. Then,
with both mittened hands,
the bunch of matches. along with much

bunch of
snow, into his Jap. Yet he was no better

After_somemanipulation he masaged

in order o ugane 8 mch,
ed i e i e dropped

on bis lap. He was 'm0 bet

could ot pick it up.

way. He_pi

. Twenty times he
Succeded in lighting.

9 i held it with his tee
o e reh bark, nm it burning b
one went_up i sad lio his

hmlll cusing bim .
e match fell into the snovw and

oid-timer on Sulphur Creek was,

right, he thought in the.
trolleddespairthat_ensued.
below, a man should travel
He s hands, but faile

s e b ey gy gint the
e The e o
e o e

Sipr masches ot on as o
vind 1o bow hem ouh. He kept s head
10 006 e to shape the tranghing Tumes,
20d hld the Dlasing bunch o the brch
et " A sl e e avare
eing, He coubd smel I Deep dowa
below the surface he coud fec 1. The
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sation_developed into pain that grew
acute. And sl he endured it, holding the
flame o the maches clunly'to (e bk
ight readily because s

s e ' the way, b

mm; nuN of the

ng. it
inga and shifioga of 1 fordt ]
more pronounced ; but it would ot

to e e He get o b and
knces and crawled toward th

d e grow

bl

made him begin to
more awkward.

A lage i ofgree s il sy
e

iver,

s of e e fre
dny twigs sepa

010 poke them

ot
il i, and e twign were \wpelen\)
tered. Each twig gushed of
nd wer e provide
. Ay ba ket spubuicly
it him, bis eyes chanced o
fhtog v o e B o
him, in the snow, making restless, hur
ormant, Wiy g on e
foot and other, ! s we
backend o on S i o

it gt th sl who ad never
man, i in such way

e Sohing. wis st snd
suspi e sensed danger—it

Tien
e e ou 15 miene, o meane a[ his
teth and got pon bis et He g
it first 1o asare Simast
frivg g rmlly gl
absence of sensation in his fect left him
e o e . His et posion
sared o drive th e of e
o Trom the do and wher
Spoke. percanpt
whip lashes in

o .".u lic experienced genvine
e discovered that his hands

frozen an recsing more
and more Al s h.mxnsd iy, and
efore the animal

e s body wih i s

St
down in the snow, and in this fashion
Beld the dog, whie it sared and whined
el

Bt it v ll e coud o, hld s by
encircled in his arms and it there,
ealed that e coud not kil the
e was 0 way todo i, With bis belp
Tt s e o st e o
mal,

nariog,
srveyed bim curaty, it cars s
ik o > &
m.d down at his hands in
te them, and found them hang-

ey el g

were. He began threshing his




12 ol
and beating the mittened_hands
agai aid this for five

he nds of s arms, bt when e tied o

run the impression down, he could not
Fnd it
A certain fer of desty dat and op-
pressive, . This fear quickly
Becine pognant us e ral it was
wtter

T mm Hin it  panic, and he urne
creck bed ‘along_the old,
dim i dog joined in bekind and
e op with lum He an bindy, withoot
intention, in fear such as he fad ne
oo i b B 2 e plowed
and floundered through the snow, he be
80 1o sce things again—the banks of the
creek, the old timber_jams, the leafless
aspens, and the sky. The running made
him feel better, He did not shiver, Maybe,
it he ran on, his fest would thaw outi
anyvay, il I woughy
ol reah camp and he boys, Wihout
oub . would.lose some ngers, an
toe and some of i face but the boys
0 take cre of i d e the et
o hxm when e got
o time there s wocther thought I
b i s e would never g o
the camp s the by s oo
many mis vy, o e

i,

it}

oo a3 start o i, and that b would
oo e i wd d! i though he
Kept in the b refused

omide."Sometes i p\lahed el for-

ard and demanded o be beard, but he
S et et trove o think of ober

"I struck bim as curious that be coukd
run at all frozen that he could
not feel them when they struck the carth

face, and to have no connection with the
earth.  Somewhere o v
winged Mercury,

Moty oo v o when i
over the ear

RTHWEST ROMANCES

of running until he reached
camp and the boys had one faw 1n : he
et the endumce S tines Do
stumbled, and fnal tered, crumpled
e W e e o rher e
faed e st it and s, e deciel
e e el
Ao e st reganed
reath, bt noted i e vas fecing quite

nm. anicy feling that it caued,a

e was e o the panc. nuuh:mml(hl
asseried el ang , until it pro-
duced a vision of his body totally frozen,
This was to0 much, an

i un along the il

down, the

:.m,..g Saending hac ke i son

aga

A al the time the dog ran with

athis s When be (o domn o scend
¢ e s i v s foreet

ad st i front of Him, fcing e, cuts

s md The sl ol

cariy of he animal o and

be cued i

appes

iz
]

the fros

ot b body fro 4 sides
Thought of drove him on, bt
adred o, b e

staggered hed headiong. It was
a en he had_ recovered
bis breath and control, he sat up and en-
testsined fn bis mindthe concton of
8 death owever,

im in sucly

had

running

ot

oo
b o b}
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good idea, he thought, to sleep of to death.
It vas e kg an s, Tisesng
was not so bad as peaple thought. There
e s wore v.:); o di

his body
ot Suddty . townd Rt wih
b, coming along th il and looking
for himself, And, sl with

the by s Iokog st o A

"1 erainly was cold, was his thovg,
When he got back to the States he could
W the s what el cod was e
drifted on from this to a vision of the
oldtimer on Suhue Creck. He cold
see Him quite clearly, warm and comfort.
able and kg i

“ou were i, re

e e il S the o
o :u\y\mr Cre
The

the
vocod o b tha ot contr

h  kuoy

Rng v and waiing: The brit

day drew 0.3 close in a long, slow twi-

figh, There were o igns of 3 e o
bes

dog whined loudy. And i ber cept
clos i and caught the scent of

made the aninal, i and back
avay. A file Tonger it delayed,
oy by Jeapedar

O e gty e o

sky.

Then it turned and trotted up_the
el the dieetion of the camp it o,
where were the other food providers and
fire providers,




