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TOO YOUNG

THAT’S WHY THESE PARENTS
BRIBED THEIR CHILDREN

TO WAIT. IT WAS A GAMBLE,
BUT IT SEEMED THE

ONLY WAY TO STOP THEM

By John D. MacDonald

Mustrated by Michael Ludiow

Tt amo, one whol you soce e sange o

Wk s st el sod lon on the s
evening would end. He
the spotiess

warm dusk. The younger kids had been ordered (o stay

James and Elizabeth Rawlings would arrive within a
two couples would be fidgety and awkward

with cach other, a before.
At while late the two kids who were in love would
the two sets of parents of ther decisi

Tearotd Jod Havrson from the micake he would et

Last July, a year ago, Jud had come (0 him bringing
Sty Ravhgs loos. o ol o ey iaed i b4
married. They “They had jus finished

Rushed,

he had sense enough aldlnukmh‘wﬂ:dll'nymd
come to him about it instead of running

e pasen slont s g of o0k and alarm (0
Mary. The kids weat and made the same call on Jim and

ONE OF TODAY'S most prolific
authrs, Mr. MacDanald s out
Jour novels a year between

THE CHILDREN'S FUTURE WAS A SHADOW OVER THEM

Bety Rawlings And Jim.in whit anger, made
comments jud did not care (o repeat 1o his
o Wl et it of sl s o

youngter, and be phoned Jim Rawlingsand rid o s
up a conference between the four parents.

WaLren knew Jim casually, knew that Jim owned and
tin S, know that
the two
Nany s ths it i s o was i s b o
the Harrisons.
He knew that Jim, a lean, nervous-acting man. had a
reputation for a quick temper. At first Jim didn't want to

aaler kept bis temper and caoled Jim it mcing
im for lunch. Jim at lunch was white-ipped. *
tim i “They're

over it I'm Nancy not (o see
that boy of yours, and I expect you 1o do the same.”
“Dandy! said heavily. “Just fine. Shall we chain

w it was at seventeen, Jim?
ﬁmlm‘lnullyhmyﬂu T'm confident we're on the
wron track.

en lk about it He said it
ind anyway Betiy was far (00 upset (0 be a

boy of yours?"
Wl oed e <o curbed i
Continsed on page 47
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T00 YOUNG TO MARRY

Continued from pase ren

anger. “Are you sure Nancy
will obey you?™

“She's reasonable,
mitted Bunhe'ilm-s\ub

o something silly.”

Ju:gmanmammcphn
and, after much
ot v moe
t. The four parents

spokesman while the kids sat,
hand in hand, wary and sub

“We think you're both
young. We think you ought to
Jait Atleasta yer. Bt we
know we can't pin you
that way without crrnmg
ument. Jim and 1
deci can do this. We
Roow you' e both practial
ve both had spare-

e

= o
e o i et
51 course, dea” er
e s

o s o s

‘and agreed (0 wait an indeter-
minate period, wait unti they.
felt the time|

s i aming.

That night in the bedroor
darkness Mary whspered (0
Wallr, “Theyre 30 - hope
lessly young. Wll it work,

'
think so. A year s very.
long time to the

ey
Said, sty ot 10 oy
Bur there had been on quarrel,
Christmas had been a crucal
time, buthe id id ot make
ther decision then.
clote, nseparabie, throuh
their senior year. th
graduated with good grades,
walked together at graduation,
e o e e e -

both found summer
foin 7.na both were now
cighteer

A s, Walter though, we
bought that much for_them,

Nancy and the four parenis.
‘Waliec knew they would now
wish to . He knew

st00d up when the car
stopped in front and Jim and
Betty came up the walk in the
Iastof the July dusk.
Mary came out onto_the
porch. They sat there tensely,
Continued on next page



“WILL IT WORK?”

T00 YOUNG

Continued from

wating for the kids, the four of them.
210 Gt work o™ i 1 s

"Xt the way we hoped,” Walter said.
“Before they spring it on us,” Jim said,
“1 want to say one thin

enough to know tha 10 back ot
mean the end of all rspet. 1.m .mm
make le father-in-law

i stick 10 the agrocment,” Waltr

MARY WHISPERED

T0 MARRY
preceding page
sy g for il his i, Moy
xid

you hough it vas st a
2 Year and s going t be

e ... . you better
tell them, Jud. | mean ask them.

Juo lncked duwn - )m vum nd ten
fooked a

e coi o e v e bt e
aren'tin 5o big a rush. | mean we were
only seventeen last year. We've done a

ot of talking. ~About the future and
what we'l o and what Kind of a lfe we
want 1o have.

e ik w wubould i bl e

iog 15 Shugrt Aty and

kids was
something 10 face, (o feel sorry about.
It was a death of many hopes.

v en minues et and

new quality of repose about her, a hint
of maturity.

“So now we get the news,” Jim said
toopari

“We think its
vl 1 vay oo s (h
and all. Maybe you thought we wouldn't

mbulhwlmww\lp there in the fall.>
e don't want (o get married,

inved, “we wonder i
Jouh g0 slong wi . You ke the
money and start giving it back 0 us in

Ve mare budgen and hings.”
Nancy said, her eyes bright and eage

Continued o nest page
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