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There iz no doudt inat cuite a fev real:rs, after secing soue
of tic meateur scicicc-Tictio.i stories incluced in some American fen
nrgozines, wese plemsaintly surpricec by the high standaré of the story
in the first issuo of this megazine. {“Hr. Craddock's Lil.-Line“ by
Terple Jillisis.)

80 pleased were readers by the quality, that caiplesinte were re-
ceived thet the issue did not coatalu enough materiel. This, we trust,
hac beea remcdied by the proeent issue, which contaias acarly twice as
much.

We should 1like to remind readers that the first thrce issucs of
this magazine aro oxperimentel onee, ané it depends on the generel reac”.
ioa to those wiiether or not the magezine is continued, All readers,
thercfore, arc invitod to send ¢ctalled comuoaic on the stories.

The most essential thing, however, is that wc should be well
sup»lied with materiel from vhich to select stories, The initisl
peepoiae viee cuite satisfactory, whon manuscripte which had been hordod
for years verc dbrought to light. But now, rcjections, etc, have reduce
our stock, and we appeal to all ameteur authors to support this,
their own magmzine.
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“IRAVEL R WIREL"
by
Arthar C._Qlerkg.

You people can have no idea of the troubles ond trials we hac to
endure before we perfected the radlo-transporter, not that it's quite
perfect even yet, The greatest -diffibulty, @s it had been in television
thirty yeers before, was improving definition, and we spent nearly
five years over that little problem.. As you will heve epen in the
Science Liuseum, the first objected we transnitted wes e wooden cube,
which wae assembled all pight, only inmtead of being pne solid block
it consisted of millions of little .spheres. In fact, it loocked Jjust
1ike a solid edition of one of the early television pictures, for insteed
of dealing with the object molecule by molecule or beiter still elect—
ron by electron, our scanners tool.little chunks at & time,

This didn't matter for some things, but if wve wanted to transmit
objects of art, let slone humén beings, we.would have ta iuprove the
process considerably. Thie wc munaged to do by using the delta-rey
ecanners all round our subjoct, above, below, ripht, left, in froat
and behind, 1t was a lovely gameo synchronising all six, can tell
you, but when it was done wo found that the tranauiitoc clemeats wero
ultra-microscopic in slze, which was quite good anough for most
purnosed.

Then, when they wercn't looking, we borrowed a guinea pig from
the blology people ‘on the 37th, floor, and scnt it through the eppar-
atua, It canie through in cxcellont condition, excert for the fact it
was éead, So we had to return it to its owmner with a politc request
for a post-nortem. Théy ravec & bit at first, saying that tho tmfort-
unate creature haé becn inoculated with the only specimons of somo
germs they'd spent moaths roaring from tho bottle, They wero so
onnoyed, ia fact, thet they fletly rofueed our recusst.

Such insubordination on the pari off juerc biologists was of coursc
deplorable, and we promntly generated @ high-frequency ficld in their
laboretory ané gave them a1l Pover Tor a fov: uinutes. The post-mortcm
results cane up in holf an hour, the vérdict being that the creaturs
was in perfect con¢ition but hec dicc of shoclk, with a ricer to tha
effect that if we wanted to try thc urpouriment pgoin ve shoulé blind-
£0ldé our victinu., We werc alao told that a combination lock haé bown
fitted to the &7th. floor to protect it from the deprcdctione of
klcptomaniucsl icchanics vhe ahould be veshing cers in & gerage. We cou®
not let thie pass, 8o we immcdiately X-rayed thoir lock and to their
eamplete consternation told them whet the koy-word was.

That is the best of being in our line, you can elvays do what you
1ike with the other pcoplo. Tﬁo chamists ox’x ihc noxt flgzr were t:ury
only serious rivals, but mc gcierally came out on top. Yas, I rcmember
that timc they slippcd solme vils organic stuf? into our lab, through a
hole in the ceiling. We haé to work in respirators dor a month, but v
hzd oyr revenge later. Every night after the staff had Jeft, we uscd
%o sond g dosc of nild cosmnics into the lab. and curdled all their
besutiful nrecipitates, until ong cvening old Professor ludson staycd
bonind and we acerly finishoé hiul off, Rut to ot back tp ny story—

#e obteincd anothor guinca pig, chloroformod it, and sent it
through the trapsmittcr. To our cclight, it rcvived. We imuodiatoly
hed 16 killed end otuffed for the bencfit of posterity, You can ece
it in the muscwa wath the rest of our apparatus.

But if we wanlcd to start e passcngor sorvice, this would never
do - 1t wouid bu ico wuch 1ike an opcration to euit most pcopla. Howev
by cutting ¢owm the transiuittlag time to & ton-thousendth of a sccond,
«i€ thue reiucing thc shock, wc managod to scnd enothor guinca pig in
full poescsulon of its fecultice. This one wes elso stuffcd.

The time hud obviously come for onc aof us to try out the apparatus
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but as wo roaliscé what o loss it would be to humanity should caything
go wrong, vo found a suitablc victia in the person of Profossor King-
ston, who tcachcs Greck or scucthing foolish on the 197th. floor. e
lured him to the tronsmitter with a copy of Homer, svitched on the
field, ané by thc row from the recclver, we knew he'd arrived safcly

1 posscssion of his facultics, such ze they m:rc. We woulé
havo 1iked to havo haé him etuffe¢ as well, but it coulén't bo arrangeé.

After that wo went through in turns, found tho cxporicace quite
painless, and dceided to put tho dovico on tho market. I cxpect you
can reomember tho cxcitcmcat there was when we first Gemonstrctod our
little toy to the Proes. Of coursc we had the dickens of & job convin-
ciag thom that it wasn't a feke, and thcy didn’t roally belicve it until
they had been through tho transporter themsolvos. Ve drew the line,
though, at Lord Rosscastle, who would havc blown the fuscs even if we
could have got him into the transmitter.

This domonstration gave us so much publicity thet wo hac¢ no
troublc at all in foruing a company. ic badc & rcluctant farcyell to
the Roscarch foundation, told tho romaining sciontists that perhaps
ono dry we'd heap coals of fire oa their hcads by scnding them o fuw
Ilulfms, oné startcd to dosign our firset commcreial sondcrs and
reccivars.

The first scrvice wae insugurated on Hay 10th. 1962, The cercmon:
tooXk nlacc in london, at thc transmitting cnd, though at thc Paris
receiver theru wore cnormous crowds watching to sce the first pc.urmgu‘-
crrive, and proably honing thcy wouldn't, Amid cheers from, the
agschivled thousands, the Primc Hinietcr prosscd a button (which wasn't
connceted to aaything), the chiof ongincor thro & switch (which was)
tné o large @aion Jack fadcd from view and copcarcd again in Puris,
ratier to the annoyance of somc patriotic Fronchion,

Aftor thet, passcngers begon to strcam through at a rate which
1cft the Custons officiale hclpless. The scrvicoe was a great and in-
stontzncous success, as we only charged £2 per porsoil, 18 wc consic-
u;~.d very moderato, for the olcetricity uscd cost quito ono hundrcdth
of & puLnv.

Before long we hué servicos to all tho big citics of Buropc, by
coble that is, not radio. A wired systca was safcr, though it was
drcadfully diflicult to loy polyaxicl cables, costing £500 & milc, under
th¢ Ch aiacls Thea, in conjunctioa with the Post orr:cc, ¢ began to
dovelop iateracl scrvices betweun the large towns. You may romcmber
our slozans “Travel by Phonc® and "It's quicker by Wirc® \ﬁuch wero
hsurd ovorywhero in 1963. Soon, pmcucanv ovoryonc uscé our circuits,
ecad vwo wors hoadling thousunds of tons of fruight per day.

Neturally, thoro were accidonts, but we could point out that we
had dono whaet no Minister of Transport had cver donc, reducced road
fotelitics to a mero ton thousand a ycar. We lost onc clicnt in six
million, which was protiy good cven to stort with, though our rocord
1s cvon bottor now, Somc of thé mishaps that oceurrcé wero vory
poculiar indccé, and ia fact thorc arc cuite a fow coscs which we haven'
cxpleinoé to tho dopendents yet, or to the iasurance compaaics either,

Ono comion complaint wes carthing along the lino. \1h‘.n thot hap-
pened, our uafortunztc was just di tcd into no
1 supposec his or hor molcculcs would be distridbutcd moro or lcse cvenly
over the ontiro carth, I rcmcmbor onc particulerly grusomo eccident
vhen the apparatus failed in the middle of & trcnemission. You can
guoss the result.,. Perhape cven worso wes what happonod when two linca
got croesod and tho curroats woro mixod.

0f coursc, not 2ll accideate werc ce baé as thesce Somotimcs,
owing to a high rcsistance in the eircuit, o pesscnger would losc .ny-
thing up to fivo stoac in traneit, vhich gonerally cost us about £1000
and cnough frcu meals to rostor tho missing cnbonpoint. Portuaatcly,
were soon able to malic moiacy out of this affeir, for fat pcoslc came
along to be roduccd to managosblc dimcnsions. Wo modc o special appore
atus vhich trensalttod massive downgers round rosistomec coils ond ro-
cegaabled thom vhera they started, r.lhus the causc of the troubdle.
“So quick, ny dcar, and mito paialess! I'm gurc they could teko off
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thut 150 pounds you want to losc in no time! Or is it 2009

We also had a good decl of trouble through interefcrence ond
induction. You soo, our apparatus picked up various elcctriccl diste
urbences ond euperiimosoé them on. tho objcct under tranemission, 4As

o rosult many pcople come out looking like nothing on earth and very
ntt.le on Hors or Vormus., Thoy could usuelly be straightenod out by
:hgiplasuc surgoons, but some of thc products haé to be saon to do

clieved,

Fortunately these difficulties have been mrga]q overcome now
thet we use the micro-beams for our carrier, though now cnd then cceid-
ents still occurs I expect you remember that big lav'suit we hcd last
year with Lita Cordova, the television ster, who claimed £1,000,000
damages from ue for c.liaqed loes of beauty, Bhe neaenad :mz one of
her eyes had moved during a trenemiseion, but I couldn't see any
difi'erance myeelf and nor could the jury, who hed enough opportunity.
She had hysterics in the court when our Ghicf Blectriclon weat into
the box ond said hluntly, the ulam of both sided lawyers, that if

cnything really hpd gone wrong with the transmiseion, Miss Cordovc
wouldn't have been ab:le to recognise herself had any cruel porson
hcnded her & mirror,

Lote of peopls aek us vhen we'll hove a service to Venus or Mars,
Doubtless that will come in time, but of course ths difficulties are
pretty considernble, Thare is 80 much sun static in space, not to
mention the verious roflacting layera evoryvhere, Zven the micro-wovee
ore stopped by the Appletoa "Q" layer at 200,000 Ku, you know, Until
we con pierce that, Interplanotary shares nre Bt111 safo.

Woll, I ua it's neoarly 22, no 1'a best be lesyving, I have to
in New York b; mdni;‘ﬂ\ mut( that? Oh, no, I'm goi.ns by ‘plane,
1 don’t®travel by wire®! You see, I helped iavent the thin

Rockets for mo! Good-night!
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