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Unfortunately

by FREDRIC BROWN

Razen NC5 sioup wir xevree
as be caught sight of Planet Four
of Arcturus in the spotter scope,
i where bis computr had wld
him it wou crurus 1V was

quite a few light-years to the next
star system.

He needed food—his fuel and
water supplies were okay but the
commissary deparument on_Pluto
had made a mistake in stocking his
scouer—and, according o the
spacemanual, the natives were
friendly. They'd give him anything
he asked for.

‘The manual was very specific on
that point; he reread the bricf sec-
tion on the Areturians as soon as he
had set the controls for automatic
landing.

o The Arcaurians? be sead, “sre
inhuman, but very friendly. A paln!
landmg e need oaly sk for what
he wants, and it s given to him
Iy, readily, and without argument.

Commnicton wih s, bow-
cxen mus e by paper and pell 5
they have no vocal organt and.
organs of hearing. Flowers, they

read and write English with con-
siderable fluency.

Ralph NCS5's mouth watered as
he tried to decide what he wanted

to cat frst, after two days of com-

abech
ceded by five day
280 he
-
ocking b lod
Foods,
one another thro
He landed,
of them and they were in-
sixarmed, bright _magent
proached him and theirleder bowed
and handed him paper and pencil
Suddenly he knew exactly what
he wanted; he wrote rapidly and

handed back the It passed
&mhndwhandg:l;nxhl:n

they were pili wood an
sicks One of them lighted i
but they
341 o desbue b on bo<aat
aall, He xu:am:d pain, and then
stopped scream
The syacemzmlzl had been quite
corr i sying hat he Arturins
read and wite”English wit
derable fucney. But it had omt
ted 1o add that they were very poor
at spelling; else the fast thing Ralph
NC5 would have requested would
have been a sizzling steak.
)



