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E landlord of the Silver Axc
was on_the verge of nervous
prostration. Tlalf an hour be-

fore a messenger had brought tidings of
a great English milord whose coach had
broken d

down  seant ten miles from the

hamlet of Polomyja—even now
wealthy foreigner (were not all the/Eng-
lish fabulously rich?) and his servants
‘were making their way as best they could
along the forest road, and the Silver Axe
was the first inn they would pass on their
journey 10 the town of Dabkow.

The winter of 1848 had been eruel to
tho_inhabitants of the lordship of
Parkost, in Austrian Galicia. The peas-
ants, who got their meager liviog by
hewing down the tall fir trecs and float-
ing_them down the Vistula to market,
had been sorely plagued by deep snows

Disease and Jack of

proprietors of
hovels and little gardon patches had been
heavier than usual.

In these circumstances, there had been
few coppers 1o buy becr and fewer silver
‘pieces to buy wine at tho tap room of the

whom they held theiv

Silver A: the landlord’s purse

fered in consequeuce.  Now,
when May hud come to drive away the
lingering frosts of winter, aud the men-
folk had gono to their samer work of
resin collecting, came the

wealthy Englander, dropped into the
lord’s

was
‘naught with which 1o prepare a feast for
the unespected

Chickens had perished on their roosts
in the biting winter frosts, one of the
pigs had died of the cholera and the
other had been taken by the Imperial tax
collector in lieu of unfortheoming coin;
only the ducky remained.

The ducks! That was the solution of
the problem. The landlord would regale
the Englisiman roust duck.
“*Come, come,” he ealedto bis busling

Swiatek, the Beggar
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Ao sk base Kl 6 ur thrse

ducks. We must have them roasted to
o, with pickled b and walereres
2nd e best of our wine fo the tich
lander. b, “twill be a meal fit for
the tabie of  duke! Dosbilesour guest
s with a gold piece, maybap

bty

Pollowel sack 10 sgmized squakisg
an nover bofore was heard in ll duck:
o 2 the andlady and her amivtants
ran a dignified and much scandalized
But of the slaught-

frightened “quark!” gave testimony of
a cowering duck hiding from the axe.
Time pressed, the Englishman dre
nearer with every passing minute, and
only one duck lay waiting to grace the
table for the famished foreigner and his
hungry servants.

A trembling stable boy ran (o tell the
landlord. The Jandlord tore at his hair
and beard, calling freely and impartially
on all the'red-and-black etter saints in
the ealendar to witness his misfortune.
He also cursed the stable boy who
brought him the evil tidings. But most
oL 81w Bl ot ol

cursed the unknown miscreant
‘who had rabbed hirm of i ducks and of
the profit he would have made from the
Engi

lishmen.

““What misbegotten descendant of au
‘unvirtuous wild pig would do this thing
to me?”” the landlord questioned of the
unanswering forest wind. *“Who would
steal from me? Do I not attend regu-
Tarly at holy mass and give liberally to
the poor? Do I ever turn beggars from
my fire—

“Ah—!" The landlord ccased his
curses and put on his hat. The rehearsal
of his charities hiad turned his thoughts
upon beggars in general, and from men-
dicants in general his thoughts had
turned upon the neighborhood beggar in
particular.

Seareely a stone’s throw from the Sil-
ver Axe stood the hut of Swiatek, the

beggur of Polomyja. Summer and win-
ter this old man was to be seen squatting
at the chureh door, his long, white beard
falling to his knees, as he held forth his

en besin and whiued, ' An alms, an
als for the love o’ Christ, kind friends.
Give to the needy, and the Lord will re-
aed you Al s fr the lom o°

&

The laudiond cherished no love for
Swiatek. On more than ane occasion he
bad caught him in the act of pilfering
from the Silver Axe's none too plenti-
fally stocked pantry, and on more occe-
sions than ouc he had proof he had sa-
spected him of thievery.

To be sure! Who would have been
more likely to make away with the so
precious ducks than this whining mendi-
cant who, though strong and hardy as
any man his ago in the forest-bound eir-
elo of Toruow, preferred to eke out an
cxistence on what he conld beguile from
he pockets of honest luboring-men.

“The landlord ,nelml up o stout eudgel
and s off for Swiatek'

stolen my i

on histhievish
brandisbed his elub mens
neared the beggar's door.

“The strong and vavory wdor of ruast-
ing ol greeted hix nostrily us he erept
nearcr. Swiatck, the beggar, the man
who lived without mm was preparing a

landlord of the Silver Axe unrewarded !

“Villain!" the landlord ~shouted,
bursting through the door. ““T have
ught thee red-handed. 1 will teach

'hilz- their guests ool their heels in hun-

Siatck tepped back quiekly from the
fireplace over which h n bend-
ing, at the same time stufing some object
ahout the im of s duek ot of sght be-
neath his peasant’s

" tride the furiousndiond had bim
by his venerable white beard, shaking



him as a terrier does & rat. Back and
forth the inn-keeper sbook the beggar,
berating him as only & man whose good
fortune has been suddenly snatehod
away can.

The half-roasted piece of meat which
Swiatel had all this time elutehed to his
bosam beneath i lue blouse aipped

rasp and fell rolling and
h\nnmnn.od:e

1t was the nwud head of o four-
teen-year-old i

‘ORROR-PARALYZED, the inn-
keeper stared at the grisly thing.
Catehing his breath in short, panting
sobe, Swiatek slunk into a cormer of the
hut. Nﬁt mllulL “lh an inarticulate
ery of mingl and fear, he made
¥ the landiord, buu:h-r knife brand-
ished in his
“The it fabed orward o  stke:
but the swish of the in-keeper’s oaken
codgel was followed by & heavy thud.
Swittek, the beggar, sank 1 the hut's

earthen floor without a ery.
fast as terror-apurred messeugenx
could summonthem, gen from

Dabkow came to Polomyja and hustied
their prisoner to jail.
Al along the route Swiatek cried out
Ies lnpped forest-wolf, flinging him-
10 the earth and attempt-
m( mlmda W7 fevios Yo smation
of road-clay and’ston

very gentle hands. Austrian gendarmes
were never noted for tenderness toward
their prisoners, and the already.proven
erime of this felon was not the sort to
inspire them with an extra amonnt of

The prisoner was taken at once be-
fore the Protokol (committing magis-
trat remanded to prison
pending an investigation. Gendarmes
were sent to search his dwelling, while
others seoured the forest-country for
itnesses.

In Austria, as in Germany, courtsand

throw light on the case, the judges
ciding what should receive considers-
tion in influencing their decision.

For this reason, the agents of justice
brought into court a considerable num-
ber of witnesses, whose stories, while in-

“co article 11 of this weries, Tho Magic
Mirror Murders.
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admissible ander British -or American
Law, were, nevertheless, of great interest.

patehes in the intervals between their
logging work. Each held his house and
farmlet by a sort of villein tenure—
that is, he paid no money rental, but was

bound to work a fixed number of days
each year for his laudlord. This scheme
of payment by Iabor, while it might at
first scem the tment

of peaple whose stock of eash was always
scanty, was really one of the contribut- 58y

from their tenants at times when the
tenants’ own crops were ripe for har-
timber

ready
for those who besought their charity, and
witnesses who had, transacted business
vith Swistek, slways to the latter's ad-
were numerous.
(m of the first to testify at the hear-

The 613 bogear_ 8a-he crouched st the
chureh door and bidden him come to her
cottage for food. He had at first ap-
peated reluctant, asking her if she could
not give him a Soppes fndinds bt wh
she charitably i o hissharing
{5 Suaday moel i ha s o good-
man, he assented.

They pressed such food us they had
upon him, but he seemed strangely lack-
ing in appetite. While e ate a little
bread, he tarned from the meat pie they
offered with what seemed to her like re-

pugnance.
After dinner, when the master of the
house presented the beggar with a pipe
of tobacco, he became more genial,
caunting stories of m .dumnm upon
the road and amusing witha
few tricks of simple
One child, a chubby little girl of nine
or ten, attracted man’s attention
pesticlaly Swiatek et ki pket

I that e maid your daoghter?””

he asked the houserwife.
T il ke
orphan, There was a widow in_ this
place who died, Iurulg the i, und 1
One

Lhegondﬁodullhh-mtlormr

ing, . givn

“You g buck to Pulmy:- tonight 1"

ot § do." swered, ’l‘lml,
as the lttle orphan ran. up 1 him: Ak,
you like the ring, littlo one? It is &

beautiful thing, is it vot! I found it
Imdur N blx tree to the |m of the chureh-
knows, there

oors i the same epot?
**You must go there. after dark hus
fallen and turn round three times. Then
'qu i." Look amoug the tree roots
surely find more rings.”
Cvml"-emmdmddx:hmemla
to her playmates. *‘Let us go o look fo

“*Nay, nay,” Swiatek cautioned. **You
‘must seek singly—one at  time—or the
charm will not work."”

The children scampered off to the
wood, and Swiatek flung his eloak about
his stooping shoulders.

““You may thank me for ridding you
of the children’s noise for a time, at
least,” he lsughed as he opened the
door toleave.

B teft the cattuge, walking ragidly,
not going down the road, but
mong mber evergreens which
ool icly 10 (58 frout date.
ter tho woodcutter's child-

incoherently, us terrified
children will, they told how she, braver
than the rest, had gone alone beneath
the dhadow o e Girtree phare
nud ; how she called out the
Ve e Tustily, lhlll how a start
sercam ddenly checked, like
e cusog of & night bird's ey when
the bullet strikes its mark. They told,
100, of a monstrous form, like that of &
cloaked and bearded man, half distin-

still more faintly through the under.

g

1 wan & wolf,” the woman

waid,
crossing herself piously. The talk of the
cloaked and bearded man sbe set down to
ehildish imagination.
Several school boys told bow one of
ir companions, a boy named Peter,
had loitered behind his fellows one day
atter school.
P

e, Potar wia' nmr e w-m



‘wealthy Russian Jew told of the loss.
u{lullun:nl maid, a girl of thirteen.
One night she i
rand. When she failed to return he

heavier—joined hers. For a time the
two trails went on together,

e brown
carpet of pine-ncedles, all trace of the
girl. and her companion was lost. At
any rate, the girl was never seen again.

The gendarmes sent to scarch Swia-
tek’s cottage returned with staring
eyes and bated bmﬂL In & chest, neat-
Iy up, a Iy for the
it they had found the Iogs and thigls

8 half-grown girl—the child whose
h-d Swiatek had attemptedtohide when
ioorer by the lndlod of the Shver

T witnesses_disposed of, e-mei
tore _the
For 4 time he stood dumb betore m
eourt, not tonched with remorse for his
hideous crimes. but paralyzed with fear
for his
‘With the notes of the testimony il
him, the magistrate commenced int
ing  the

tions evoked. At last, by accident, the
beggar’s lips were opeue
““You must have been imsane to com-
it thee s the fudge
gleam of hope, came
ey prisoncs’ il eves for.
was, he knew the law fore-

“Your Bxcelloncr hus sl n0 more
than the truth,” he replied. **1 was, in-
deed. & lunatie when T tra
ferrbly. But now, your Exacency, 1
am restored. T pray vou, let me depart
hence. My rewsn i retumed. and J
will sin no more.”

*“Tell us first how you came to do such
g nd nnel\mnu acta’” premgtnd

Jjudge. Decessa; it our
nundahumplm: l.-(uundm of
the case.

““Disposing of the case”” was & phrase
eapable of more than one interpretation;
but dread of punishment

and overwhelm- h
ing bope of freolon e Sial 0 51a%8 e
construction on

the most favorable
o St sahy ot the magh:
trete. stroking his patriarchal heard ax

Polomyje, just as
r0sd, The frosts which set
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he talked, be related one of the most
‘emazing criminal his ever heard in
& court of law.

through the forest to his cottage in
thenmnnnhu
set in early in aut
had held steadily, and the uxmlrynde
had suffered greatly. Responses
whine for alms had been few and xllu-“

‘The scent and sight of the rossted flesh
s0 worked upon his hunger that he was
unable to resist tearing off a bit of flesh
and tasting it.

As the Torrid morsel pussed his lips
he beeame, o quote ki ova words, “as

‘were, a ravening w

ing, tearing, even growling in his
distied hix

b
with material for another horrible re-

past.
Suddenly, the enormity of his act
pouch with its

55t upon a wayside stone regain-
ing s breath, the desire for another

with his conscience. yet vielding, he re-
traced his steps, recovered his pouch and

t he had never caten
any other meat. Bread and vegetables
be had accepted from kindly disposed
peasants who pitied him, but their offers

of meat filled him with an almest wn-
controllable revulsion.
The little orphan gil whose disap-

Freely, as the magistrate questioned
him, he’ admitted murder after cold:
blooded murder and ceso after case of
canmibalism.  With

and fat he had grown upon his frightful
‘meals.

*“And now;"” he concluded; looking ex-
Mmtbnmmm“lhnﬂd
‘your . Surely you
-nn ot me gt
*“Inhuman

the judge re-
plied, "m ol yuunn -nnmyon bave
. No
luvunldhuul. reasonsbly. If

you old, and the
‘Ppublic exeentioner will hang b bead in
shame that hix duties force him to lay

hands an 30 viloa wrelch as yon.
Screaning with toror, Svinik was
dragged bac to his

palsed legs refused to bear i b
t moruing. when the turakey of

il made his tour of inspection, he
fnund et st b et cheated
Swiatek, the biad hanged him-

beggar,
Self to the bars of his prison window.

This e the fourlh erticle of o scres
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