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Our Cover

this month depicts a scene from ‘““The Malignant Flower,”
in which the evil, gigantic flower has caught Sir William
Armstrong with its sucking arms, lilting him by the shoul-
der, higher and higher, preparatory to drawing him within
its calyx, and closing its petals

In Our Next Issue:

AROUND THE UNIVERSE, by Ray Cum-
mings. If you love interplanetarian stories—
and who doesn’t—here is a story that will do
your heart good. It is written in an entirely
different vein, and yet contains excellent science
all the way through. Incidentally, the astrono-
my contained therein is most excellent as well as
correct, and gives you an insight into the won-
ders of the universe that perhaps few other
“space” stories can boast. We know you will
greatly enjoy this story. It is a classic.
TREASURES OF TANTALUS, by Garret
Smith (A Serial in 2 Parts). Here is one of the
most daring and exciting stories which we have
ever read. Now that we have television, the idea
of the author’s 7Telephonoscope, by which it is
possible to spy upon people and see what is hap-
pening right in their own homes and offices is
of tremendous interest. How one man succeed-
ed in practically controlling the entire world
thereby, is told in inimitable style by this fam-
ous and well-known author, who has also writ-
ten “After A Million Years”—“On The Brink of
2,000,” and other famous scientifiction tales.
THE WINGED DOOM, by Kenneth Gilbert.
Now that aviation has come to the fore again,
through the exploits of our American flyers, this
story gives you a peep into the future, and you
see what may happen when a powerful nation is
about to invade this country. Here we have
aviation to the nth degree, and yet, as you read
on, you will become convinced of the possibilities
contained in the story.

HICKS’ INVENTIONS WITH A KICK (The
Hicks’ Hydraulie Bank Protector), by Henry
Hugh Simmons. Being a true inventive genius,
Mr. Hicks, despite his luckless demonstrations,
bobs up once more with a more marvellous in-
vention than ever. This time it is a contrivance
for the absolute protection of banks against any
and all robbers. High water pressure plays an
effective part here—too effective in this demon-
stration, in fact.
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Two duclists are provided with a hood or skull cap, analogous to the connection used in the electric chair,

The Electric Duel

By Hugo Gernsback

These caps are connected by

a wire to a high potential electric line. The same line is grounded. With long poles they attempt to push each other off an insulated platform.
Whoever touches the ground will be killed.

oeray NEWS item from Milan, Italy, reports the

i strangest duel, probably, that ever was
fought between two men. It was sup-
posed to be a contest to the death—the
first electric duel in history. The story
has it that two young Italians employed in one of
Milan’s great industrial electric works, became en-
amored of the Superintendent’s daughter and fought
many {istic hattles over the titian haired, comely young
woman, reported to be one of the belles of Milan.
She could not make up her mind whether she would
be the future Mrs. Alessandro Fabiano or Mrs. Bene-
detto Luigi.

Finally the two suitors reached an agreement where-
by they were to settle the issue with a fight to
the death. This was immediately decided on after
a terrific fistic encounter between the two young
men.

Both being graduates of the University of Padua in
Electrical Engineering, they chose electricity as a new
form of duelling.

The place of the encounter was chosen some thirty
miles from the outskirts of Milan at a spot where a
high tension line carrying over twenty thousand volts
passed through the open country. One »° the wires
was connected as shown in the illustration so as to
be grounded and another wire was attached to one of
the feeders which came down to an insulator attached
to a pole nearby. A wooden platform which had been
used in building a bridge not far away was utilized
as an insulating means. The two duelists had brought
along from their factory large insulators upon which
the platform rested. The wires were then led to the
headmasks as shown in our illustration. Three wit-
nesses, as well as a doctor, who had been sworn to

secrecy, were also on hand to witness the strange
spectacle that was to take place.

The idea was simple in itself. Each of the two
was equipped with a pole and buffer as shown in our
illustration. The idea was that one combatant was *o
push the other off the platform. The one remaining
on the platform would be the winner. The unfortunate
one who first touched the zrcund would naturally be
electrocuted the instant his body came in contact with
the earth.

The moment arrived when the two combatarts at
the shot of a pistol started the battle. The two rivals
were wary of each other for the first fifteen minutes,
and not much headway was made in the dangerous
business. First Benedetto, then Alessandro was nearly
pushed over the edge of the board only to recover by
a supreme effort. At one time when Benedetto was
almost on the brink of going over he grabbed hold of
the pole of his antagonist and managed to pull him-
self forward to the other side again. After awhile the
men began to fight hard and furious, till finally a most
extraordinary thing happened, which neither of them
had foreseen. They were rushing at each other, sav-
agely, diagonally across the platform and both caught
each other squarely in the stomach at the same instant.
The impact was so terrific and so violent that both
keeled over the side, one landing on the ground on
one side and the other on the opposite side, practically
at the same instant. There was a bright flash, and the
bodies of the poor unfortunates became enveloped in
a dense cloud of smoke and were burned by the light-
ning-like discharge of the tremendous voltage.

The frightfulness of the situation was so great that
I myself woke up and promised myself never again
to eat a Welsh rarebit before going to bed.
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