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Welcome back to Segra Park, home of the Columbia Fireflies!

On this Opening Night and through Opening Week, we are welcoming Fireflies fans back to the ballpark for 
the first game in 621 days.

It has been nearly two years since our last home game – August 29th, 2019 – a loss to Hickory in front of 6,533 
fans on Grateful Dead Night. Little did we know what was to unfold in the months ahead.

Our dedicated staff planned an amazing promotional schedule for the 2020 season. Refreshed promotions 
and in-game entertainment, new uniforms and a fresh new look for our beloved Chicharrones de Columbia. 
The stars were aligned for our best season at Segra Park, and nothing was going to stop us from delivering a 
top-notch experience for our incredible fans across the region.

In February, the threat from Covid-19 began to hit home as cases were growing in pockets of the US. On 
March 8th, my wife and I went to dinner with old friends downtown and my friend Scott said: “you know this 
is probably the last time we would eat in a restaurant for a year.” That was more prophetic than we could have 
ever imagined.

Just four days later, Minor League Baseball announced a delay to the start of the 2020 season. One week after 
that, we closed Segra Park and had most of our team work remotely while we held out hope for the good news 
about a rescheduled Opening Night – good news that never came. 

On June 30th, Minor League Baseball sent a statement that read: “Major League Baseball (MLB) has informed 
Minor League Baseball that it will not be providing its affiliated Minor League teams with players for the 2020 
season. As a result, there will not be a Minor League Baseball season in 2020.”

To say that we were devastated by this news is an understatement.

To say that the support and love we felt from our community was incredible is also an understatement. Team 
sponsorship partners, season ticket members, group leaders and suite members allowed us to roll their 
payments in the 2021 season, affording us the financial breathing room we needed to bridge the 621-day gap. 
Thank you for entrusting us with your investment during these trying times. We are eternally grateful for your 
support.

Now that we’re back to our core business of bringing people together for fun, family and Fireflies Baseball, 
you’ll notice that things are going to look a bit different.

Players: We have a new affiliate! While we enjoyed a long-standing relationship with the Mets, we are thrilled 
partner with the Kansas City Royals as we enter the first season of a minimum 10-year partnership with the 
2015 World Series Champions. Because of Covid restrictions, please understand that players are not permitted 
to sign autographs at this time. We hope that this restriction will be lifted later in the season.

Masks: As part of our reopening plan, Major League Baseball has instituted a mask mandate for fans in the 
ballpark. This is not a Fireflies policy or a City of Columbia mandate – this is a condition of us being allowed 
to open the gates this season. Please be kind to our staff as and when they remind you to wear one and please 
understand that they are just doing their jobs.

Seating: You’ll notice that we are providing our fans with a choice of seating options: socially distant seating 
or traditional seating. As you purchase your tickets, please be sure to pick the section in which you are most 
comfortable. Sections will adjust with demand, but we pledge to keep some amount of socially distant seating 
available throughout the season. 

Cashless venue: To assure the safety of our fans and our staff, Segra Park is now a cashless venue, accepting 
debit and credit cards only at all points of sale – including parking. For fans that don’t have bank cards, don’t 
worry. You can stop by Guest Services and exchange cash for gift cards that can be used anywhere in the park. 
Gift Cards are available in $5 increments and will have no expiration date so you can use it on any visit to the 
park in the future.

Mobile Food Ordering: To help reduce lines and expedite service, the Fireflies are now offering mobile 
ordering from the comfort of your seats. Please visit https://mobile.appetizeapp.com/fireflies to place your 
order and you’ll get a text notification when it is ready for pick-up.

As always, our staff is always here to help answer your questions, help resolve issues and to make your 
experience at Segra Park memorable. Please let us know if there’s anything we can do to make your visit even 
more special.

Sincerely,

John Katz
President



to support 
SC Education

CLICK HERE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON WHERE 

THE MONEY GOES.

You may qualify for more money to help 

you pay your monthly premiums. Many will 

even qualify for $0 cost plans! Our licensed 

experts are ready to help you find the best 

coverage at a price you can afford.

BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina is an independent licensee  
of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. 

Scan or call to schedule your appointment today.

213770-05-2021

1260 Bower Pkwy
Columbia, SC 29212
803-264-9000

UNINSURED? GET HEALTH INSURANCE NOW!

by Appointment Only.
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concession mapconcession map
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 A: LOW N' SLOW BBQ
B: POP! / HEALTHY CART
C: FUNNEL VISION
D: SCOOPS!
E: DIPPIN’ DOTS
F: SUPER GYRO
G: SWEET CAROLINA’S / OREO 
CHURROS
H: SCOOPS!
I: PINEAPPLE CART SQUEEZE & FREEZE
J:  JUANATHANS
K  CRAFT CORNER
L: SCOOPS!
M: BOILED PEANUTS/PRETZELS
N: PHILLY CART
O: POP!
P: DIPPIN’ DOTS
Q: EL TORO MEXICAN

1. CONCESSION STAND
2. CONCESSION STAND
3. CONCESSION STAND
4. CONCESSION STAND
5. SWEETWATER BAR
6. BUDWEISER BOWTIE BAR

CLICK TO SEE FULL 
MENU & TO ORDER 

YOUR FOOD & DRINKS

We've got mobile ordering!
Order your food straight from 

your seat!
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APPLY NOW VISIT TODAY

Undergraduate
  BS, BA, 25+ Majors

Graduate
  MA, MBA, M.Ed, MOL, MPA, Ph.D

Seminary
  MA, M.Div, D.Min, Ph.D

Dual Enrollment
  10-12th Grade, $100 per credit hour

CIU.EDU
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CONTACT SPECIAL EVENTS
803.888.3023

EVENTS@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM
SEGRAPARK.COM

Segra Park is more than baseball! We 
have multiple spaces for events that 

are unlike any other in Columbia! 
Come enjoy the park for your next 
company function, holiday party, 

banquet or wedding! Our excellent 
food and beverage and special event 

team can accommodate any need 
whether it is a small meeting or a 

black tie banquet.

CLUB LOUNGE

CONFERENCE ROOM

BROAD RIVER BALCONY

Special Events



Brooks Conrad Carlos Martinez Jesus Azuaje

Manager Pitching Coach Hitting Coach

Glenn Hubbard Gavin Grosh Taylor Portman

Bench Coach Athletic Trainer Strength and 
Conditioning Coach

2021 fireflies 
coaching staff
2021 fireflies 

coaching staff
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2021 fireflies roster2021 fireflies roster
pitchers

catchers

infielders

outfielders
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FAMILY VALUES.
FORWARD VISION.

At SAFE Federal Credit Union, we want you to get the most out of every dollar. 
Just last year, our members saved over $500,000 in loan interest and earned top 
rates on deposits. Join 126,000 of your neighbors and enjoy the SAFE di�erence.

Call 1.800.763.8600, or visit us at safefed.org.

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA

2120



Blake Butera R.C. Lichtenstein

Manager Pitching Coach

Wuarnner Rincones

Hitting Coach

2021 riverdogs 
coaching staff
2021 riverdogs 
coaching staff

Sean Smedley

Coach
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Conveniently located minutes from USC, and 
Fort Jackson with McEntire Air National Guard 
Base and Shaw Air Force Base just a short 
distance up the road. 

WWhether you are traveling to Columbia for 
business or leisure, be sure to choose the 
Residence Inn by Marriott Columbia 
Northeast. You will feel at home in our 
spacious suites, featuring full kitchens and 
living room areas.

Call Residence Inn Columbia 
Northeast for discounts available to 
Columbia Fireflies family, friends and 
fans, by calling (803) 788-8850 and 
mentioning “Columbia Fireflies”. 

Book your Book your reservation today at 
Residence Inn Columbia Northeast – 
where remarkable service is extended!

2320 LeGrand Road Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
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2021 riverdogs roster
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CATCHTHECOMET.ORG    |    803-255-7100    |

Grab the Soda Cap Connector Route 3 
at Main and Hampton Streets and ride 
for $1.00 to Segra Park.

»  Game days only
»  Runs every 25-30 minutes

Don’t worry about parking 
or driving when you can take 
the Soda Cap Connector to 
and from every Fireflies game 
this season. 

Catch The COMET!
...all season long.



Adrian Alcantara     #45
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
March 3, 2017

MiLB: Named Baseball American AZL Rookie 
All-Star and APP AZL All-Star in 2019. Won 
AZL Player of the week for the week of June 
23, which included a start where he went five 
perfect innings with a handful of strikeouts 
against the Bristol Pirates. His 2.57 ERA in 2019 
was the sixth-best of any Royals farmhand with 

at least 10 starts.

meet the 2021 columbia firefliesmeet the 2021 columbia fireflies

Ismael Aquino     #27
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Traded from the Oakland Athletics for 
LHP Jake Diekman

MiLB: Acquired by the Royals at the 2019 trade 
deadline for their top reliever. Moved from a 
starting role in 2017 and 2018 to the bullpen 
for the 2019 season, which led to an increase 
in fastball velocity. He can hit 98 MPH on the 
gun and normally sits between 93-97. Tossed 5.1 
consecutive scoreless innings in three outings 
from July 4-13, 2019.

A.J. Block    #29
Position: LHP  Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Signed as a free agent June 23, 2020

MiLB: Did not play after being signed in 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Was drafted 
twice prior to his senior year at Washington 
State, once in the 17th round of the 2019 draft 
by the Detroit Tigers, the other time in the 39th 
round of the 2015 draft by the Chicago Cubs. 
He wasn’t picked in the 2020 draft that was 
shortened to five rounds.

Delvin Capellan     #25
Position: RHP  Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
July 6, 2016

MiLB: Named Burlington’s June 2019 Pitcher of 
the Month after allowing only 4 earned runs in 
15 innings pitched during 3 starts. He earned 
another piece of hardware in 2017 when he was 
named the Dominican Royals Pitcher of the Year 
after allowing just 3 earned runs in 56 innings 
pitched (a 0.48 ERA) which was lowest single-
season mark by a farmhand in Royal’s history.

Christian Cosby     #22
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Picked in the 14th round of the 2018 
draft

MiLB: After getting out to a slow start to his 
professional career with the Arizona League 
Royals, he crushed the opponent in July, rocking 
a 1.45 ERA in 18.2 innings with 15 strikeouts in 
five appearances. His 1.45 ERA was the seventh-
best mark in the AZL the month of July 2019

Luis De Avila     #18
Position: LHP   Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Signed as a free agent November 20, 
2019

MiLB: Spent two seasons in the Rockies system. 
Was suspended 72 games for using Boldenone 
(PED) prior to his release in September 2019. 
After struggling in June 2018 in his DSL debut, 
he settled down and recorded a 1.50 ERA in 12 
innings across three starts in July. He allowed 
just two runs in the stretch and had a 5:1 K:BB 
ratio. 
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Ben Hernandez     #34
Position: RHP  Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Picked in the 2nd round of the 2020 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Did not play in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Selected 41st overall out of De La 
Salle Institute and heralded by scouts as having 
one of the top change-ups of the draft. Pairs a 
mid-90’s fastball with the change-up.

meet the 2021 columbia firefliesmeet the 2021 columbia fireflies

Rylan Kaufman     #36
Position: LHP   Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Picked in the 12th round of the 2018 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: After an injury sidelined him for much of 
the 2019 season, he wasn’t able to compete in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In his brief 
time in professional baseball, he has a 5.40 ERA 
over 15 innings sandwiched between 2018 and 
2019.

Emilio Marquez     #16
Position: LHP   Bats: L  Throws: L
Acquired: Signed as an Undrafted Free Agent 
March 4, 2018

MiLB: Won the 2019 Royals Pitcher of the 
Year Award for the AZL Royals. The lefty k’d 
63 batters in 46.2 innings compared to just 7 
walks. Opponents hit just .217 against him and 
he received a chance to compete in the South 
Atlantic League for one appearance in Lexington 
prior to the end of the season. He didn’t 
disappoint, the southpaw fanned 4 batters in 3.2 
innings and allowed just one run to cross.

Cruz Noriega     #33
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
January 30, 2018

MiLB: Logged a 13-inning scoreless streak in 
three appearances from July 1-14, 2019 for the 
Burlington Royals. Over the stretch he had 
10 strikeouts while allowing only nine hits. 
Transitioned into a starting role in 2019 after 
going 3-for-3 in save opportunities in the DSL in 
2018.

Anderson Paulino     #39
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
August 22, 2017

MiLB: Won the Royals’ Organizational Pitcher 
of the Month for the Arizona League Royals in 
June 2019. During that time, he started three 
games and allowed just three runs in 12 innings. 
On Opening Day, he fanned five batters in four 
scoreless frames… His career-high in strikeouts 
came in an outing June 28, where he spun four 
innings and punched out seven hitters.

Walter Pennington     #19
Position: LHP   Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Signed as an Undrafted Free Agent 
August 24, 2020

MiLB: Did not play in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic
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Patrick Smith     #44
Position: LHP   Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Picked in the 33rd round of the 2019 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Ended the season on a tear. After giving 
up six earned runs in 0.2 innings pitched in 
his first appearance of July, ballooning his 
ERA to 6.20, he rebounded and worked eight 
consecutive scoreless outings, tallying 13 
strikeouts in as many innings. The southpaw saw 
his season WHIP drop by .41 and his ERA drop 
by 2.42 during that span.

meet the 2021 columbia firefliesmeet the 2021 columbia fireflies

Matthew Stil     #32
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Picked in the 21st round of the 2019 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Tossed 10 innings in nine appearances in 
2019. Struck out 15 batters in that time, but also 
walked 10 in the AZL. Twirled an immaculate 
inning against the AZL Indians July 11, 2019

Nathan Webb     #35
Position: RHP   Bats: R Throws: R 
Acquired: Picked in the 34th round of the 2016 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Transitioned back to a starter’s role in 
2019, after only starting one game in 2018. He 
locked down a 4.55 ERA in 63.1 frames with 
the Idaho Falls Chuckars while setting down 
77 batters via the strikeout. He closed out the 
season strong, allowing only three runs in his 
last 15 innings of work across three outings (1.80 
ERA).

Marlin Willis     #28
Position: LHP   Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Picked in the 18th round of the 2017 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Selected out of high school and given a 
$250,000 signing bonus to lure him away from 
a commitment to Georgia State. He split 2019 
between Idaho Falls and Burlington, and finished 
the season with a 3-1 record and a 2.72 ERA in 12 
games, five of which were starts… He finished his 
final month of the season with a 1.47 ERA in 18.1 
innings where he struck out 21 batters.

Kale Emshoff     #21
Position: C   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an Undrafted Free Agent 
June 23, 2020

MiLB: Did not play in the 2020 season due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Felix Familia     #24
Position: C   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
August 26, 2016

MiLB: Hit safely in six of his first seven games 
in 2017. He hit .381 and had a .423 on-base 
percentage over the span. His best month from 
the plate came June 2017 when he hit .276 and 
had a .371 on-base percentage across 18 games.
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Omar Hernandez     #6
Position: C   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
August 17, 2018

MiLB: Recorded six hits and scored five runs in 
his first three games in the Appalachian League 
as a 17-year-old. Started a 10-game hitting streak 
July 10, 2019 where he hit .400 and scored eight 
runs. The streak ended July 27, but his on-base 
percentage for the month was .407, his highest 
mark of the season.
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Maikel Garcia     #8
Position: SS   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free 
Agent July 27, 2016

MiLB: Named Appalachian League Player of the 
Week August 4, 2019. He had a seven-game 
hitting streak that began August 3 and lasted 
until August 10. He had multiple hits in six of 
those seven games, including a three-hit game 
where he drove in three runs and was walked a 
pair of times August 4 at Kingsport.

Herard Gonzalez     #1
Position: SS   Bats: S Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
July 6, 2017

MiLB: Logged an 11-game hitting streak from 
August 6-20 where he went 17-41 (.414), 
recorded six multi-hit games and had a five-
game RBI streak from August 11-16… Finished the 
season with a career-best .308 average, and hit 
.329 in the final month of the season.

Rubendy Jaquez     #11
Position: 3B   Bats: S Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
September 7, 2015

MiLB: Played all 4 infield positions in 2018 and 
put together a .303/.389/.448 slash as a 19-year-
old in the Pioneer League. Stole 18 bags in 25 
attempts. Played 114 games in the South Atlantic 
League in 2019 and was able to reach base 
safely 32% of the time. His strikeout numbers 
rose significantly as he adjusted to full-season 
ball, but he kept his power and had 29 extra-
base hits, including three triples.

Brady McConnell     #13
Position: SS   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Picked in the fourth round of 2019 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Ranked the 20th-best prospect in the 
Royals system by MLB.com prior to the 2021 
season… Started his career with a 10-game 
hitting streak between the Arizona League 
Royals and the Idaho Falls Chuckers. He hit 
.384 (15-39) during that stretch and tallied four 
consecutive multi-hit games with a double from 
June 29-July 3, 2019.

Jake Means     #9
Position: 3B   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Picked in the 22nd round of 2019 MLB 
Draft (KC)

MiLB: Had seven hits in three games from July 
5-8, 2019 and finished 7-for-12 (.583) in those 
contests… Hit .267 in July and reached base 
safely just over 45 percent of the time, largely 
because he drew 18 walks in 25 games that 
month.
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Matt Schmidt     #7
Position: 3B   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an Undrafted Free Agent 
June 23, 2020

MiLB: Did not play in the 2020 season due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Tyler Tolbert     #2
Position: SS   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Picked in the 13th round of the 2019 
MLB Draft (KC)

MiLB: Swiped a career-high 3 bags twice against 
the AZL White Sox, once July 7, 2019, the third 
time was August 19, 2019. He finished the season 
with 26 stolen bases in 41 games and was not 
caught stealing once Received the call-up to 
Idaho Falls in late-August and played 9 games, 
during that time, he tripled in three consecutive 
games from September 3-September 5.

Tucker Bradley     #12
Position: OF   Bats: L Throws: L
Acquired: Signed as an Undrafted Free Agent 
June 23, 2020

MiLB: Did not play in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Darryl Collins     #23
Position: OF   Bats: L Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
August 26, 2018

MiLB: Reached base safely in each of his 
first 24 games in the Appalachian League 
in 2019. Recorded a hit in 23 of those 24 
games, including each of his first 14 games. 
Slashed .398/.472/.548 during the 24-game 
on-base streak. He had multiple hits in 12 of 
those 24 games. Ranked as the Royals’ 23rd-
best prospect according to MLB.com’s 2021 
preseason rankings.

Diego Hernandez     #4
Position: OF   Bats: L Throws: L.
Acquired: Signed as an International Free Agent 
July 8, 2017

MiLB: Had a hit in 10 of his last 11 games between 
the DSL and the Appalachian League in 2019. 
During the stretch he had four multi-hit games 
and had a .413 on-base percentage. During the 
month of August he hit .325 in 11 games… He 
also hit above .300 in July and scored 13 runs in 
20 games.

Juan Carlos Negret     #15
Position: OF   Bats: R Throws: R
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free 
Agent June 19, 2018

MiLB: Spent a season in the Atlanta Braves 
system before electing free agency after 
spending the 2017 season in the Dominican 
Summer League. The outfielder averaged .264 
in 50 contests. In 2019 he bounced between 
the Lexington Legends and the Idaho Falls 
Chukars, launching a career-high 19 homers 
and adding another 20 doubles while driving in 
63 RBI in 107 games.

36 37





Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

The Fireflies strive to give back to the community in which we all live. If you 
are interested in being a Community Organization of the Game, please contact 

Derrick Bradford at 803-888-3030.

Please stop by their kiosks during the game and learn 
more about these important local organizations!

5/14 - Make A Wish 
5/15 - Homeless No More 
5/16 - Lutheran Services

ticket informationticket information
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Your local Convenience store 
throughout the Midlands

Go Fireflies!

FIND A STORE 
NEAR YOU

(803) 726-4487
INFO@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM

@COLAFIREFLIES

@COLAFIREFLIES

/COLUMBIAFIREFLIES
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