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Welcome back to Segra Park, home of the Columbia Fireflies!

From this past Opening Night and through Opening Week, we welcomed droves 
of Fireflies fans back to the ballpark for the first game in 621 days. Through the 
first six games, we: led the league in attendance (#1 of 12), led the classification in 
attendance (#1 of 30) and led all of Low-A and High-A in attendance (#1 of 60).

In fact, we finished #25 of ALL Minor League teams, outshining many Double-A and 
Triple-A in the process.

Now we’re back to our core business of bringing people together for fun, family 
and Fireflies Baseball, you’ll notice that things are still going to look a bit different. 
BUT… things are changing daily.

Masks: As of our first Thirsty Thursday on May 13, the Major League Baseball mask 
mandate and the City of Columbia Mask ordinance expired, meaning that although 
we do encourage mask-wearing, masks are no longer required. Our full-time and 
gameday staff will continue to wear masks for the time being.

Players: Our affiliation with the Royals has paid early dividends, as the Fireflies are 
in first place in the Low-A East League! Because of continuing Covid restrictions, 
please understand that players are not permitted to sign autographs at this time. 
We hope that this restriction will be lifted later in the season.

Seating: You’ll notice that we are providing our fans with a choice of seating 
options: socially distant seating or traditional seating. As you purchase your tickets, 
please be sure to pick the section in which you are most comfortable. Based on 
demand, we have evened out the socially distant and traditional seating sections 
with six of each now featured at Segra Park. Sections will continue to adjust with 
demand, but we pledge to keep some amount of socially distant seating available 
throughout the season. 

Cashless venue: To assure the safety of our fans and our staff, Segra Park is now a 
cashless venue, accepting debit and credit cards only at all points of sale – including 
parking. For fans that don’t have bank cards, don’t worry. You can stop by Guest 
Services and exchange cash for gift cards that can be used anywhere in the park. 
Gift Cards are available in $5 increments and will have no expiration date so you can 
use it on any visit to the park in the future.

Mobile Food Ordering: To help reduce lines and expedite service, the Fireflies 
are now offering mobile ordering from the comfort of your seats. Please visit 
https://mobile.appetizeapp.com/fireflies to place your order and you’ll get a text 
notification when it is ready for pick-up. 

As always, our staff is always here to help answer your questions, help resolve issues 
and to make your experience at Segra Park memorable. Please let us know if there’s 
anything we can do to make your visit even more special.

Sincerely,

John Katz
President



to support 
SC Education

CLICK HERE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON WHERE 

THE MONEY GOES.

You may qualify for more money to help 

you pay your monthly premiums. Many will 

even qualify for $0 cost plans! Our licensed 

experts are ready to help you find the best 

coverage at a price you can afford.

BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina is an independent licensee  
of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. 

Scan or call to schedule your appointment today.

213770-05-2021

1260 Bower Pkwy
Columbia, SC 29212
803-264-9000

UNINSURED? GET HEALTH INSURANCE NOW!

by Appointment Only.
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concession mapconcession map
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 A: LOW N' SLOW BBQ
B: POP! / HEALTHY CART
C: FUNNEL VISION
D: SCOOPS!
E: DIPPIN’ DOTS
F: SUPER GYRO
G: SWEET CAROLINA’S / OREO 
CHURROS
H: SCOOPS!
I: PINEAPPLE CART SQUEEZE & FREEZE
J:  JUANATHANS
K  CRAFT CORNER
L: SCOOPS!
M: BOILED PEANUTS/PRETZELS
N: PHILLY CART
O: POP!
P: DIPPIN’ DOTS
Q: EL TORO MEXICAN

1. CONCESSION STAND
2. CONCESSION STAND
3. CONCESSION STAND
4. CONCESSION STAND
5. SWEETWATER BAR
6. BUDWEISER BOWTIE BAR

CLICK TO SEE FULL 
MENU & TO ORDER 

YOUR FOOD & DRINKS

We've got mobile ordering!
Order your food straight from 

your seat!
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APPLY NOW VISIT TODAY

Undergraduate
  BS, BA, 25+ Majors

Graduate
  MA, MBA, M.Ed, MOL, MPA, Ph.D

Seminary
  MA, M.Div, D.Min, Ph.D

Dual Enrollment
  10-12th Grade, $100 per credit hour

CIU.EDU



12 13

the low-A Eastthe low-A Eastkansas city royals
minor league system
kansas city royals

minor league system
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CONTACT SPECIAL EVENTS
803.888.3023

EVENTS@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM
SEGRAPARK.COM

Segra Park is more than baseball! We 
have multiple spaces for events that 

are unlike any other in Columbia! 
Come enjoy the park for your next 
company function, holiday party, 

banquet or wedding! Our excellent 
food and beverage and special event 

team can accommodate any need 
whether it is a small meeting or a 

black tie banquet.

CLUB LOUNGE

CONFERENCE ROOM

BROAD RIVER BALCONY

Special Events



It was just a normal day at Segra 
Park for Ryan MacAdams and 
Andrew Ellison, a Corporal and 
Officer at the Richland County 
Sherriff’s Department. They 
decided to come to attend the 
Fireflies first home game since 
August of 2019, have a couple 
of beers and socialize with other 
friends they would run into at the 
game. 

After a few innings, they found out
that one of their friends was sitting near Columbia’s bullpen, so 
they moved and noticed a bullpen arm begin to warm-up.

As McAdams remembers it, “We started making some comments 
to Kale while he was catching and he started to laugh and shake 
his head, interacting with us.” That Kale in the bullpen is catcher 
Kale Emshoff, who has played in 11 of the first 18 games for the 
Columbia Fireflies. The game was anything but just another game 
for the backstop from Robstown, Texas.

After his senior season at The University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
was cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the Pre-
Season All-Sun Belt Selection did what he knew best and went 
home to work at the family farm.

While there, Kale does “anything my dad tells me to.” The 6’2, burly 
catcher chuckles. That mostly includes driving the tractor round 
and round. Then when this last harvest came around, he had the 
opportunity to drive the grain buggy, which takes the grain from 
the combine at the farm to the 18 wheelers that ship them out.

As July rolled around, it was time for the draft, a moment where 
Kale would certainly get picked up by a team and he could start his 
journey as a professional baseball player. Then, May 8, two months 
to the day from Emshoff’s final game with the Little Rock Trojans, 
Major League Baseball announced that they were shortening the 
draft from 40 rounds to five rounds. 

A .417 average in 17 games with seven homers, including one in his 
final game, against Southern Miss was good, but it wasn’t enough 
to get the backstop picked up in the shortened draft format. So 
how did the farmer find himself on the Royals farm, rather than on 
the soil in Texas?

In a way, it was a blessing that everything was shortened, because 
Emshoff had over 25 offers to choose from. “Because I didn’t get 
selected with the draft being shortened due to COVID, I literally 
got to hand-pick the team I got to go to.” The Fireflies catcher 
recalls.

It all started with a visit from Royals’ scout Matt Price. Price 
stressed that the Royals were all about being a family and that 
players weren’t just players to the coaches and staff, but they were 
members of the larger Kansas City Royals Family. 

The more Emshoff looked into the organization, the more he 
realized that it matched his mentality and work ethic, a work-ethic

that he brought with him from 
the family farm to Little Rock to 
Columbia.

His college coach, Chris Curry, 
said, “Kale is one of my all-time 
favorites. He was having a Player 
of the Year Season before COVID 
shut down his senior year, but he 
is one of those guys who would 
come in early and stay late every 
day. The thing I appreciated most 
was that he didn’t do that for him. 
He led through his body language 
and his positivity each day.”
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This ‘KALEctible’ is More Than an 
Action Figure

A day at the yard makes a lifetime fan club
By: John Kocsis

Photo By: Nicole Seitz



After signing with Kansas City, 
it was time for the Texan to 
start planting for the summer 
and he also had to prepare for 
Spring Training. That created an 
unimaginable schedule for most. 
“I was getting up at 6 or 6:30 
every morning to walk over to 
the barn and start checking out 
the tractor.” Emshoff remembers. 
“Then when my Dad got off work 
around 6 or 7 at night, he would 
hop on the tractor and let me get 
to lifting or baseball and whatever 
I needed to do to prepare.”

That brings us back to May 11, after 
nearly 14 months from his last 
game in college, the former-Trojan 
was in the bullpen for his night off

warming up a pitcher. It was the first time he put on a uniform in 
front of a home crowd as a professional baseball player. 

He remembers a group of guys who were chirping him a bit at the 
start of the game, telling him “Good job, Kale!” on small things he 
was doing behind the dish. “Then our pitcher started throwing balls 
in the dirt, and I started picking them with my glove. That made 
those guys get more rowdy. They were screaming ‘Let’s go!’ and 
they were getting really pumped.” 

The officers and the catcher met after the game and became 
friends. Kale even took a picture with the fans, who prior to parting 
ways told him that they were going to make t-shirts and a fan 
section honoring the backstop.

“I thought. Yeah, okay. There’s no way that that’s going to happen, 
but then they came back with the shirts and their whole family and 
I just thought, wow. This is crazy.” Emshoff says.

As the officers left the stadium that night, they came up with the 
name “The KALEctibles” for the fan club. “We knew that he was an 

undrafted free agent out of Arkansas Little Rock.” Officer Andrew 
Ellison explains, “We were hoping that it might give him some 
encouragement to keep doing big things.”

Of course, the group could have picked any player to start a fan 
club for, but MacAdams contends that “He interacted with us on 
social media after the game, and that was when we decided to 
make the fan club. It was the fan-centered approach to the whole 
situation that made us all like him from the start.”

It’s the blue-collar hard-working attitude that helped the officers 
of the Richland County Sherriff’s department resonate towards the 
farmer, and that attitude is helping him continue to be successful in 
the Low-A East League.

Just like the grain that Emshoff harvests in the offseason, the club 
started off small, with just four members, but after the first home 
slate, the group was already up to around 20 members. As for 
Kale and his journey, through the team’s first 18 games, he leads 
the Fireflies with 14 RBI and has a .277 average in 47 at-bats. 
He’s continuing to grow and learn while with the Royals, and that 
leadership is still shining through in the Fireflies club house.

Reflecting on the off-season with Kansas City and his first month 
on the Royals farm Kale tells, “I can easily say that I made the right 
choice.”
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Brooks Conrad Carlos Martinez Jesus Azuaje

Manager Pitching Coach Hitting Coach

Glenn Hubbard Gavin Grosh Taylor Portman

Bench Coach Athletic Trainer Strength and 
Conditioning Coach

2021 fireflies 
coaching staff
2021 fireflies 

coaching staff
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08-29-1999

45

P - Adrian Alcantara

Santo Domingo, D.R.
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/T6' 2" 170 R-R

09-02-1998

27

P - Ismael Aquino

Santo Domingo, D.R.
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W
T

B
/T6' 2" 195 R-R

11-13-1998

29

P - Chase Wallace

Sevlerville, TN

H
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W
T

B
/T6' 1" 167 R-R

12-06-1998

25

P - Delvin Capellan

Guayubin, D.R.

H
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W
T

B
/T6' 5" 215 R-R

12-21-1996

22

P - Christian Cosby

Placentia, CA
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T

B
/T5' 11" 160 L-L

05-29-2001

18

P - Luis De Avila

San Estanislao, COL
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T
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T

B
/T6' 2" 205 R-R

07-01-2001

34

P - Ben Hernandez

Chicago, IL
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B
/T6' 4" 190 L-L

06-23-1999

51

P - Rylan Kaufman

Galveston, TX

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 8" 170 L-L

04-28-1998

16

P - Emilio Marquez

Upata, VZ
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/T6' 1" 175 R-R

10-01-1997

33

P - Cruz Noriega

Porlamar, VZ
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39
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/T6' 2" 205 L-L

04-14-1998

19

P - Walter Pennington

Broomfield, CO
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/T6' 2" 215 L-L

10-14-1996

44

P - Patrick Smith

Elk Grove, IL
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/T6' 3" 190 R-R

07-05-2000

32

P - Matthew Stil

Marlton, NJ
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B
/T6' 2" 215 R-R

08-20-1997

35

P - Nathan Webb

Lee’s Summit, MO

H
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T

B
/T6' 4" 190 L-L

06-05-1998

28

P - Marlin Willis

Decatur, IL
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/T6' 2" 228 R-R

05-02-1998

21

C - Kale Emshoff

Robstown, TX
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6
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03-03-2000

8

IF - Maikel Garcia
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05-16-2001

1

IF - Herard Gonzalez

Villa Vasquez, D.R.
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/T5' 11" 174 S-R

02-13-1999

11

IF - Rubendy Jaquez

Salcedo, D.R.
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/T6' 3" 195 R-R

05-24-1998

13

IF - Brady McConnell

Hanover, PA
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B
/T6' 2" 215 R-R

04-14-1996

9

IF - Jake Means

Olathe, KS
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T

B
/T6' 2" 210 R-R

01-15-1999

7

IF - Matt Schmidt

Parker, CO

H
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W
T

B
/T6' 0" 160 R-R

01-27-1998

2

P - Tyler Tolbert

Birmingham, AL

H
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W
T

B
/T6' 0" 206 L-L

05-06-1998

12

OF - Tucker Bradley

Chickamauga, GA
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B
/T6' 2" 185 L-R

09-16-2001

23

OF - Darryl Collins

Spijkenisse, NL
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11-21-2000

4

OF - Diego Hernandez

Santo Domingo, D.R.
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B
/T6' 1" 190 R-R

06-19-1999

15

OF - Juan Carlos Negret

La Habana, CU

2021 fireflies roster2021 fireflies roster
pitchers

catchers

infielders

outfielders
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FAMILY VALUES.
FORWARD VISION.

At SAFE Federal Credit Union, we want you to get the most out of every dollar. 
Just last year, our members saved over $500,000 in loan interest and earned top 
rates on deposits. Join 126,000 of your neighbors and enjoy the SAFE di�erence.

Call 1.800.763.8600, or visit us at safefed.org.

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA
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Mike Saunders Elvin Nina

Manager Pitching Coach

Mike Bard

Hitting Coach

2021 greenjackets 
coaching staff

Myles Schroder

Coach

27

2021 greenjackets 
coaching staff

Conveniently located minutes from USC, and 
Fort Jackson with McEntire Air National Guard 
Base and Shaw Air Force Base just a short 
distance up the road. 

WWhether you are traveling to Columbia for 
business or leisure, be sure to choose the 
Residence Inn by Marriott Columbia 
Northeast. You will feel at home in our 
spacious suites, featuring full kitchens and 
living room areas.

Call Residence Inn Columbia 
Northeast for discounts available to 
Columbia Fireflies family, friends and 
fans, by calling (803) 788-8850 and 
mentioning “Columbia Fireflies”. 

Book your Book your reservation today at 
Residence Inn Columbia Northeast – 
where remarkable service is extended!

2320 LeGrand Road Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
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B
/T6' 5" 180 R-R

09-19-1997

18

P - James Acuna

Long Beach, CA

H
T
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T

B
/T6' 2" 201 R-R

03-24-1998

52

P - Alec Barger

Champaign, IL
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W
T

B
/T6' 0" 215 L-R

09-30-1996

33

P - Ben Dum

Elliottsburg, PA

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 190 R-R

10-08-2001

40

P - Joey Estes

Lancaster, CA

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 11" 195 R-R

06-14-1998

4

P - Carter Linton

Tusculum, TN

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 3" 190 R-R

04-14-2000

45

P - Roddery Munoz

Santo Domingo, DR

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 10" 185 R-R

01-09-2001

23

P - Tyler Owens

Ocala, FL

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 190 L-R

11-26-1998

19

P - Miguel Pena

Santiago de los Caballeros, DR

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 180 R-R

10-24-1999

9

P - Estarlin Rodriguez

Puerto Plata, DR

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 193 L-L

04-09-1999

55

P - Gabriel Rodriguez

Bayamon, PR

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 4" 210 R-R

10-17-1996

48

P - Zach Seipel

St. Paul, MN

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 195 R-R

10-28-1998

24

P - Spencer Strider

Columbus, OH

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 5" 220 R-R

12-21-1997

56

P - Ben Thompson

Auckland, NZ

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 190 R-R

04-30-1998

2

P - Darius Vines

Oxnard, CA

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 190 R-R

04-04-1998

32

P - Kenny Wells

Lodi, OH

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 5" 215 L-R

01-20-1998

37

P - Justin Yeager

Woodridge, IL

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 195 R-R

01-19-1997

12

IF - Cody Birdsong

Poplar Bluff, MO

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 182 L-R

05-14-1997

8

IF - Cade Bunnell

Madison, WI

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 3" 180 R-R

01-05-2001

14

IF - Vaughn Grissom

Orlando, FL

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 205 L-L

11-10-1997

1

OF - Drew Campbell

Jeffersonville, IN

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 205 R-R

04-08-1997

15

OF - Willie Carter

Lake City, FL

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 195 L-L

11-23-2000

26

OF - Stephen Paolini

Fairfield, CTt

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 205 R-R

05-27-1999

13

OF - Brandon Parker

Saucier, MS

2021 greenjackets roster
pitchers

catchers

infielders

outfielders
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02-23-1998

46

C - Victor De Hoyos

Lorica, Colombia

H
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B
/T5' 11" 185 R-R

12-20-1997

49

C - Ricardo Rodriguez

Porlamar, Venezuela

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 10" 195 R-R

11-19-1998

17

C - Javier Valdes

Miami, FL

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 3" 220 L-R

03-06-1999

51

IF - Bryson Horne

Blountstown, FL

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 181 R-R

09-28-1997

7

IF - Cam Shepherd

Duluth, GA

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 210 R-R

04-13-1999

43

IF - Braulio Vasquez

Santo Domingo, DR

2021 greenjackets roster

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 204 R-R

03-15-1998

23

OF - Landon Stephens

Hamilton, OH

H
T
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CATCHTHECOMET.ORG    |    803-255-7100    |

Grab the Soda Cap Connector Route 3 
at Main and Hampton Streets and ride 
for $1.00 to Segra Park.

»  Game days only
»  Runs every 25-30 minutes

Don’t worry about parking 
or driving when you can take 
the Soda Cap Connector to 
and from every Fireflies game 
this season. 

Catch The COMET!
...all season long.



Brooks Conrad     Manager   #26
Conrad had a lengthy playing career after being 
drafted in the eighth round of the 2001 draft 
by the Houston Astros. He spent six seasons in 
Minor League Baseball prior to playing parts of 
six seasons in the majors with Oakland, Atlanta, 
Milwaukee, Tampa Bay and San Diego. 

After retiring as a player, the Southern 
California-native began coaching in Burlington 
(NC) in 2017 as the first base coach. The 
following year, the Arizona State University 
graduate became Burlington’s manager before 
heading to Lexington to man the helm in 2019. 

The 2021 season will mark his fourth as a 

member of the Royals Minor League staff.

meet the 2021 coaching staffmeet the 2021 coaching Staff

Carlos Martinez   Pitching Coach   #40
Martinez has been named the pitching coach in 
his 25th year in the Royals organization. In his 
last eight years with Kansas City, he has worked 
as the pitching coach of the Burlington Royals. 

After being signed by the Royals in 1997, his 
playing career stretched until 2000 where 
he transitioned to coaching at Salcedo in the 
Dominican Republic in 2001.

 He moved state-side after the 2006 season, 
where he spent two years coaching in Arizona 
before coaching in Idaho Falls in 2009 prior to 
his run in Burlington.

Jesus Azuaje    Hitting Coach   #3
Azuaje has been a hitting coach for the Royals 
since 2015, working the last four years at the 
Low-A level. Prior to that he worked as a Latin 
American Field Coordinator for Seattle in 2012 
and Los Angeles (Dodgers) in 2014.

 Azuaje spent six years with the Mariners. He 
managed the Arizona Mariners in 2010 and 2011, 
and served as the hitting coach for the Clinton 
LumberKings. 

Azuaje enjoyed a thirteen-year playing career 
that was highlighted by an Appalachian League 
All-Star season in 1993 and a Southern League 
All-Star season in 1999.

Glenn Hubbard     Bench Coach   #17
Hubbard is the veteran of the group, and has 
been in organized baseball since 1975 when he 
was drafted in the 20th round by the Atlanta 
Braves. 

Born on Hahn Air Force Base in Germany, 
Hubbard moved to California and then Utah as 
a high schooler before spending 12 years in the 
big leagues with Atlanta and Oakland. 

After his playing career, the Georgia-resident 
spent 21-years coaching with the Atlanta Braves, 
including 12 seasons as Bobby Cox’s first base 
coach from 1999-2010. In 2011, he joined the 
Kansas City Royals as an Infield Coordinator 
before a seven-year stint as the bench coach of 
the Lexington Legends.

Gavin Grosh     Athletic Trainer

This is Grosh's second year as a certified athletic 
trainer in Class-A Ball. Prior to that, Grosh spent 
3 seasons in that role with Surprise.

Taylor Portman  Strength & Conditioning
Taylor is spending his first year with the Fireflies and 
his second in the Kansas City Royals organization. 

He brings a wealth of experience from his time as 
an Intern Strength and Conditioning Coach at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the 
Assistant Strength and Conditioning Coach at East 
Tennessee State Univerity. He also was the Strength 
and Conditioning Coach of Milligan College and in 
2018-19 became a Fellow Strength and Conditioning 
Coach for the United States Olympic Committee.
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Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

The Fireflies strive to give back to the community in which we all live. If you 
are interested in being a Community Organization of the Game, please contact 

Derrick Bradford at 803-888-3030.

Please stop by their kiosks during the game and learn 
more about these important local organizations!

5/25 - ALS Association of SC  
5/29 - Ronald McDonald House 

5/30 - SC Department of 
Education

ticket informationticket information
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Your local Convenience store 
throughout the Midlands

Go Fireflies!

FIND A STORE 
NEAR YOU

(803) 726-4487
INFO@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM

@COLAFIREFLIES

@COLAFIREFLIES

/COLUMBIAFIREFLIES
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