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Welcome back to Segra Park, home of the Columbia Fireflies!

From Opening Night and through Opening Week, we welcomed droves of Fireflies 
fans back to the ballpark for the first game in 621 days. Through the first six games, 
we: led the league in attendance (#1 of 12), led the classification in attendance (#1 
of 30) and led all of Low-A and High-A in attendance (#1 of 60).

In fact, we finished #25 of ALL Minor League teams, outshining many Double-A and 
Triple-A in the process.

Now we’re back to our core business of bringing people together for fun, family 
and Fireflies Baseball, you’ll notice that things are still going to look a bit different. 
BUT… things are changing daily.

Masks: As of our first Thirsty Thursday on May 13, the Major League Baseball mask 
mandate and the City of Columbia Mask ordinance expired, meaning that although 
we do encourage mask-wearing, masks are no longer required. Our full-time and 
gameday staff will continue to wear masks for the time being.

Players: Because of continuing Covid restrictions, please understand that players are 
not permitted to sign autographs at this time. We hope that this restriction will be 
lifted later in the season.

Seating: You’ll notice that we are providing our fans with a choice of seating 
options: socially distant seating or traditional seating. As you purchase your tickets, 
please be sure to pick the section in which you are most comfortable. Based on 
demand, we have evened out the socially distant and traditional seating sections 
with six of each now featured at Segra Park. Sections will continue to adjust with 
demand, but we pledge to keep some amount of socially distant seating available 
throughout the season. 

Cashless venue: To assure the safety of our fans and our staff, Segra Park is now a 
cashless venue, accepting debit and credit cards only at all points of sale – including 
parking. For fans that don’t have bank cards, don’t worry. You can stop by Guest 
Services and exchange cash for gift cards that can be used anywhere in the park. 
Gift Cards are available in $5 increments and will have no expiration date so you can 
use it on any visit to the park in the future.

Mobile Food Ordering: To help reduce lines and expedite service, the Fireflies 
are now offering mobile ordering from the comfort of your seats. Please visit 
https://mobile.appetizeapp.com/fireflies to place your order and you’ll get a text 
notification when it is ready for pick-up. 

As always, our staff is always here to help answer your questions, help resolve issues 
and to make your experience at Segra Park memorable. Please let us know if there’s 
anything we can do to make your visit even more special.

Sincerely,

John Katz
President



to support 
SC Education

CLICK HERE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON WHERE 

THE MONEY GOES.

You may qualify for more money to help 

you pay your monthly premiums. Many will 

even qualify for $0 cost plans! Our licensed 

experts are ready to help you find the best 

coverage at a price you can afford.

BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina is an independent licensee  
of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. 

Scan or call to schedule your appointment today.

213770-05-2021

1260 Bower Pkwy
Columbia, SC 29212
803-264-9000

UNINSURED? GET HEALTH INSURANCE NOW!

by Appointment Only.
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concession mapconcession map
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 A: LOW N' SLOW BBQ
B: POP! / HEALTHY CART
C: FUNNEL VISION
D: SCOOPS!
E: DIPPIN’ DOTS
F: SUPER GYRO
G: SWEET CAROLINA’S / OREO 
CHURROS
H: SCOOPS!
I: PINEAPPLE CART SQUEEZE & FREEZE
J:  JUANATHANS
K  CRAFT CORNER
L: SCOOPS!
M: BOILED PEANUTS/PRETZELS
N: PHILLY CART
O: POP!
P: DIPPIN’ DOTS
Q: EL TORO MEXICAN

1. CONCESSION STAND
2. CONCESSION STAND
3. CONCESSION STAND
4. CONCESSION STAND
5. SWEETWATER BAR
6. BUDWEISER BOWTIE BAR

CLICK TO SEE FULL 
MENU & TO ORDER 

YOUR FOOD & DRINKS

We've got mobile ordering!
Order your food straight from 

your seat!
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APPLY NOW VISIT TODAY

Undergraduate
  BS, BA, 25+ Majors

Graduate
  MA, MBA, M.Ed, MOL, MPA, Ph.D

Seminary
  MA, M.Div, D.Min, Ph.D

Dual Enrollment
  10-12th Grade, $100 per credit hour

CIU.EDU
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the low-A Eastthe low-A Eastkansas city royals
minor league system
kansas city royals

minor league system
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CONTACT SPECIAL EVENTS
803.888.3023

EVENTS@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM
SEGRAPARK.COM

Segra Park is more than baseball! We 
have multiple spaces for events that 

are unlike any other in Columbia! 
Come enjoy the park for your next 
company function, holiday party, 

banquet or wedding! Our excellent 
food and beverage and special event 

team can accommodate any need 
whether it is a small meeting or a 

black tie banquet.

CLUB LOUNGE

CONFERENCE ROOM

BROAD RIVER BALCONY

Special Events



The Community All-Star Baseball 
League (CASBL) held a game in 
their championship series in 2020 
at Segra Park. The league currently 
has a handful of teams from 
various counties in South Carolina, 
but the league has come a long 
way from where it began.

Starting in 1940 as a church 
and textile league, the CASBL 
was meant to be a church and 
textile league that would emulate 
professional players of the Negro

Leagues. Although the league was never recognized as an official 
Negro League, they grew up parallel and offered underserved 
and overlooked players an opportunity that they weren’t afforded 
elsewhere. Although the CASBL was not ever considered an official 
Negro League, it grew up parallel to the Negro Leagues, under the 
same harsh circumstances of racism and bigotry that were fostered 
in the South in the early parts of the 20th century.

“There was a desire to play baseball. Baseball was always a part of 
the African American community.” CASBL Commissioner Derrick 
Mobley said. “It was a church league that only played on Sundays. 
People would leave church and go straight to the ballpark.”

After Jim Crow Laws were repealed and the civil rights movements 
of the 1960’s allowed more Black Americans to play the game, the 
Negro Leagues began to wane in popularity. The American Negro 
League folded in 1960, and clubs began to dwindle after that until 
the Indianapolis Clowns, the last surviving traveling Negro League 
team, ceased operations in 1989.

While the Negro Leagues were scuttling, the CASBL grew to the 
height of its popularity. At one point in the late 1970’s there were 
24 teams in the league. The level of play continues at a high level 
today. Carl Edwards Jr., the seven-year Major League veteran, 
played for the Newberry Pirates, a perennial powerhouse in the 
CASBL, in 2007, as a 15-year-old. Mobley remembers when he first 
laid eyes on the phenom, “He was this long, lanky young man. He 
was super thin when he came to play in our league, and he came in 
as a 15-year old throwing in the mid-to-high 80’s pitching against 
guys from anywhere from 14-to-60-years-old and he was striking 
people out left-to-right.” 

The story goes that a scout found him playing in the rural fields 
of Newberry, attending one of the Pirates games, and eventually 
Edwards Jr. was selected in the 48th round of the draft, as a 6’3”, 
150-pound kid out of high school. The righty climbed the rungs to 
get where he is today Toronto Blue Jays, something that wouldn’t 
be possible without the contributions of the Negro Leagues or 
even the Community All-Star Baseball League, where the one-in-a-
million shot was discovered.

If you attend a CASBL game or find yourselves around a diamond 
near Sumter, there’s a better-than-not chance that you’ll run into 
an 82-year-old man who possesses an arm just like Carl Edwards 
Jr. Russell “Crazy Legs” Patterson earned his nickname from his 
moves on the dance floor, but for a while, he made his living with

that he brought with him from 
his left arm. The southpaw could 
whip a ball in at 90 MPH and he 
had a plus 12-6 curveball that he 
attacked hitters with. The grizzled 
man still shows his jovial nature 
where ever he goes, bouncing on 
the balls of his feet as he walks 
and echoing the passion for the 
game in his voice as he speaks.
 
Mr. Patterson is a treasure. He’s 
one of 190 surviving players of 
the Negro Leagues. Crazy Legs’ 
playing career spanned three 
decades, but he still finds himself 
around the game, coaching16 17

Church League Grew Up with, 
Honors Negro Leagues

By: John Kocsis

Photo Credit: DERRICK 
MOBLEY

RUSSELL "CRAZY LEGS" PATTERSON IN 
2010 AT A NEGRO LEAGUE ANNIVERSARY 

EVENT IN NEW YORK
Photo Credit: Russell Patterson



youth and high school athletics 
and he carries around a State 
Championship Ring from when he 
coached a high school ballclub a 
few years back.

It wasn’t always as easy for Russell 
to be around the game as it is now. 
When he was young, he would get 
invited to a lot of baseball camps 
for players who were trying out to 
play professionally, and he ran into 
a lot of trouble.

“They would call Russell Patterson, 
then I would raise my hand and 
they would say, ‘Oh, you’re not 
Russell Patterson.’ I would look at 
them and say, ‘Well, you must be 
looking for a white fella, but I’m

not one,’” Patterson recalls. “It was very racist back then, and that’s 
why we had the Negro Leagues.”

Patterson’s career began in Savannah, Georgia, where he played 
for the Bears when he was around 15 in 1954. He moved around a 
lot during his career. After spending five years with the Bears, he 
spent a pair of years playing with the Indianapolis Clowns, one year 
where he played with Hank Aaron. He played for the Patterson 
Invaders in 1962 before he was drafted into the US Army, where he 
served for two years before going back to Patterson from 1965-
1978 to pitch for the Black Sox.

He earned the nickname “Crazy Legs” during his tour with the 
Indianapolis Clowns. The Clowns were one of the top teams in the 
Negro Leagues and operated much like the Harlem Globetrotters. 
They played baseball at a high level, but they also were showmen 
who took pride in entertaining those who purchased tickets to the 
games. Patterson was known for his dancing, both on the diamond 
and in the night clubs after games.

His time in Indianapolis wasn’t always easy though. “It was rough. 
Our pay was $150/month. We couldn’t eat in restaurants or use 
their restrooms. When we were travelling we weren’t welcomed to 
hotels or towns the way teams are now,” Patterson narrates. “We 
did have a nice bus though. It didn’t have air conditioning, but it 
was a nice bus that didn’t give us trouble.” The bus is in the past. 
The Negro Leagues have been defunct for nearly 40 years after 
their founding in 1920, but that doesn’t mean we can’t tip our cap 
to the past and honor those who played.  

Crazy Legs considers himself a historian. Not just a historian of 
the game of baseball or of Black History or American History, of 
which he has contributed a lot to, but also of World History. He has 
always found himself reading and trying to learn more about the 
past. That’s important. Because, yes, the Negro Leagues are part of 
the past now. Black players can play in the Majors in front of fans 
in Atlanta, like Hammerin’ Hank Aaron once did or in New York, 
like Darryl Strawberry or anywhere where the 30 Major League 
teams are located, but we can’t forget about the strife and missed 
opportunities of the men who toiled in the Negro Leagues on 
busses without air conditioning and who weren’t allowed to eat at 
restaurants in certain cities while they were travelling. They too are 
a part of our history. 

That’s why the CASBL is an important part of baseball in South 
Carolina. While it isn’t a Negro League, it’s a window into the past 
of our nation and our game. Attending a game is a way that people 
can learn more about baseball and the Negro Leagues.
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Photo Credit: DERRICK 
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THIS IS THE BACK OF PATTERSON'S BASEBALL CARD, FEATURING A PICTURE OF 
HIM DURING HIS PLAYING DAYS WITH THE CLOWNS IN 1960.

Photo Credit: Russell Patterson



Brooks Conrad Carlos Martinez Jesus Azuaje

Manager Pitching Coach Hitting Coach

Glenn Hubbard Gavin Grosh Taylor Portman

Bench Coach Athletic Trainer Strength and 
Conditioning Coach

2021 fireflies 
coaching staff
2021 fireflies 

coaching staff
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FAMILY VALUES.
FORWARD VISION.

At SAFE Federal Credit Union, we want you to get the most out of every dollar. 
Just last year, our members saved over $500,000 in loan interest and earned top 
rates on deposits. Join 126,000 of your neighbors and enjoy the SAFE di�erence.

Call 1.800.763.8600, or visit us at safefed.org.

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA
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Mike Saunders Elvin Nina

Manager Pitching Coach

Mike Bard

Hitting Coach

2021 greenjackets 
coaching staff

Myles Schroder

Coach

27

2021 greenjackets 
coaching staff

Conveniently located minutes from USC, and 
Fort Jackson with McEntire Air National Guard 
Base and Shaw Air Force Base just a short 
distance up the road. 

WWhether you are traveling to Columbia for 
business or leisure, be sure to choose the 
Residence Inn by Marriott Columbia 
Northeast. You will feel at home in our 
spacious suites, featuring full kitchens and 
living room areas.

Call Residence Inn Columbia 
Northeast for discounts available to 
Columbia Fireflies family, friends and 
fans, by calling (803) 788-8850 and 
mentioning “Columbia Fireflies”. 

Book your Book your reservation today at 
Residence Inn Columbia Northeast – 
where remarkable service is extended!

2320 LeGrand Road Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
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CATCHTHECOMET.ORG    |    803-255-7100    |

Grab the Soda Cap Connector Route 3 
at Main and Hampton Streets and ride 
for $1.00 to Segra Park.

»  Game days only
»  Runs every 25-30 minutes

Don’t worry about parking 
or driving when you can take 
the Soda Cap Connector to 
and from every Fireflies game 
this season. 

Catch The COMET!
...all season long.



The Newark Eagles Newark Eagles Hall of Famers
Ray Dandridge
3B
Tenure:
1934–1938,
1942, 1944

Inducted - 1987

Leon Day
Pitcher
Tenure:
1937–1939
1941–1943, 1946

Inducted - 1995

Larry Doby
CF
Tenure:
1942–1944
1945–1947

Inducted - 1998

Willie Wells
SS
Tenure:
1937–1939

Inducted - 1997

Monte Irvin
LF
Tenure:
1938–1942
1945–1948

Inducted - 1973

Biz Mackey
Catcher
Tenure:
1939–1942
1945–1947

Inducted - 2006

Mule Suttles
1B
Tenure:
1936–1940
1942–1944

Inducted - 2006

The Newark Eagles debuted 
in the Negro National League 
in 1936 after the Brooklyn 
Eagles and Newark Dodgers 
were consolidated into a 
single team by co-owners Abe 
and Effa Manley. Operating 
out of Ruppert Stadium in 
Newark, N.J., the Eagles were 
a consistently competitive 
team, finishing above .500 all 
but three times in their 14-year 
history.

After years of pushing for 
a championship, the Eagles 
achieved the ultimate success in 
1946, winning the Negro World 
Series over the Kansas City 
Monarchs, who had dominated 
the Negro American League 
that year with a record of 43-14.

The Eagles finally winning the 
World Series was not the only 
big change in 1946, however. 
Earlier that year, integration had 
begun in organized baseball, 
and MLB teams soon began 
sending scouts to survey the 
talent in the Negro Leagues. It 
was only a year later that the 
Eagles were directly affected 
by this seismic shift in the 
status quo, losing Doby to the 
Cleveland Indians as he became 
the first African-American 
player in the American League.

CLICK TO
READ MORE

quick facts
Known Franchise Record: 576-531-17 (.520 W%)

Years in the Negro League: 16, 1936-1951

Negro World Series Championships: 1, 1946

Negro National League Titles: 1, 1946

*There is no official record of Negro League Baseball game results. The above was compiled using various 

sources including the Negro Leagues Database at seamheads.com after consultation with John Thorn, the 

Official Historian for MLB, and other Negro Leagues experts.

*Information courtesy of 
MLB.com

32 33



The Chattanooga
Choo-Choos

Willie Mays Facts

Born
May 6, 1931

Westfield, Alabama

The Chattanooga Choo-Choos 
were a minor league Negro 
league baseball team based in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. The 
team was a member of the 
Negro Southern League, which 
was considered a minor league 
for the duration of the Choo-
Choos' affiliation, and fielded a 
team from 1940 until 1946.

The Choo-Choos played 
their home games at Engel 
Stadium. The team is noted as 
the first professional baseball 
organization for which Hall of 
Famer Willie Mays played.

CLICK TO
READ MORE

*Information courtesy 
of Wikipedia and 

Engelfoundation.com34 35

Batted - Right Threw - Right

MLB Debut
May 25, 1951

New York Giants

Last MLB Appearance
September 9, 1973

New York Mets

MLB Stats

Batting Av. .302

Hits 3,283

Home Runs 660

RBIs 1,903

Stolen Bases 338

Willie Howard Mays Jr, nicknamed 
"The Say Hey Kid", is an American 
former professional baseball 
center fielder. He spent almost 
all of his 22-season Major League 
Baseball career playing for the 
New York/San Francisco Giants 
(1951–1952, 1954–1972) before 
finishing his career with the New 
York Mets (1972–1973). Regarded 
as one of the greatest baseball 
players of all time, he was elected 
to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 
1979. As of his birthday in 2021, 
he is the oldest living Baseball 
Hall of Famer.





Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

The Fireflies strive to give back to the community in which we all live. If you 
are interested in being a Community Organization of the Game, please contact 

Derrick Bradford at 803-888-3030.

Please stop by their kiosks during the game and learn 
more about these important local organizations!

6/15 - Free Med Clinic
6/17 - Senior Resources
6/18 - EmmanuWheel
6/19 - Hilinskis Hope

6/20 - Disabled American Veterans

ticket informationticket information
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Your local Convenience store 
throughout the Midlands

Go Fireflies!

FIND A STORE 
NEAR YOU

(803) 726-4487
INFO@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM

@COLAFIREFLIES

@COLAFIREFLIES

/COLUMBIAFIREFLIES
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