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We’d like to welcome everyone 
back to the ballpark for what we 
hope is a very special summer 
here at the Jersey Shore. As 
we open the 2021 season, we 
are grateful to everyone that 
supported the BlueClaws over 
the 614 days we’ve gone since 
our last home game. It’s been 
awhile, but we are thrilled to be 
back! 

The last year has brought some 
major changes to the BlueClaws 
organization, all for the better. Of 
course, as you’ve heard, we’ve 
re-branded to the Jersey Shore 
BlueClaws. For the last two 
decades, the BlueClaws have 
been a top regional attraction, 
drawing fans from all across the 
Jersey Shore. We are pleased 
to recognize that support, and 
honored to usher in this new era 
of BlueClaws baseball!

Additionally, throughout the 
summer, we will celebrate 20 
seasons here at the Shore. It’s 
been a magical ride, with 7.7 
million of you having joined us 
along the way. Here’s to the next 
two decades! 

This season also marks our fi rst 
as a High-A a�  liate. We are 
grateful to our long-time partners, 
the Phillies, for entrusting us with 
the next generation of big league 
players. We know that you’ll be 
excited to watch the highest level 
of baseball we’ve been able to 
showcase here at the Jersey 
Shore. 

Lastly, we are thankful for our 
partners at RWJBarnabas Health, 
for their doctors, nurses, and 
support sta� , and fi rst responders 
everywhere, for the dedication 
and heroism they’ve shown in 
leading us through the last 14 
months. Without them, we might 
not be here tonight, ready to 
safely enjoy a ballgame with 
friends and family. 

It’s time to play ball! 
Welcome home. 

Yours In Fun, 

Art Matin
Managing Partner
Shore Town Baseball

WELCOME HOME!







MANAGER - CHRIS ADAMSON
Born: Sydney, Australia… Resides: Adelaide, 
South Australia… Former catcher. Hired by 
the Phillies for the 2020 season and man-
ages the BlueClaws in 2021 after spend-
ing the last eight years with the Adelaide 
Giants of the Australian Baseball League 
as the manager (2017-20) and bench coach 
(2013-16). Serves as an assistant coach 
(2018-present) for the Australian National 
Team and runs the performance depart-
ment for Baseball South Australia. Attended 
Angelo State University (2008-2010) in 
San Angelo, TX where he graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in sport science while 
earning NCAA All-American honors twice 
(2009-2010).

MEET
your 2021
STAFF



Big League Skills. 
Home Team Service.
 

Heating Cooling Water Heater Service

* NJR Home Services is not the same company as New Jersey Natural Gas, the utility, and is not 
regulated by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.  You do not have to buy products or services 
from NJR Home Services in order to continue receiving regulated services from New Jersey Natural 
Gas. Electrical Contractor Bus. Permit #34EB01231200 NJ Home Improvement #13VH00361500. 
1415 Wyckoff Road, Wall, NJ. Some restrictions apply. Pre-existing defects are not covered. For 
more information, including terms and conditions, call 877-466-3657 or visit njrhomeservices.com/
contracts. Offer expires 10/31/2021 and is subject to change without notice.

Your Heating and Cooling Experts

NJR Home Services’  Total Comfort Heating and Cooling Plan* offers 
year-round protection for your heating, cooling and hot water systems.         
Sign up to receive: 

• Expert service from our own licensed technicians
• FREE repairs on covered parts, including labor
• No trip charges or emergency service fees

For protection from issues that come out of left field, call NJRHS today to 
learn more about our Total Comfort Heating and Cooling Plan. 

Call: 877-466-3657
Or visit: njrhomeservices.com 

PITCHING COACH - MATT HOCKENBERRY
Born: Dillsburg, PA… Resides: Philadelphia, PA… 
Former pitcher. Is in his fourth season as a coach at 
the professional level - and third (including 2020) with 
the BlueClaws - after a four-year playing career. Spent 
last season with Gulf Coast League Phillies-West (R). 
Was selected by the Phillies in the ninth round of the 
2014 draft out of Temple University and went 12-5 
with 28 saves and a 3.38 ERA in 131 professional 
games, all in relief. Pitched as high as the double-A 
level.

HITTING COACH - RAFAEL DELIMA
Born: Valencia, VZ... Resides: Valencia... 
Former outfi elder. Originally signed by the Minnesota 
Twins as an amateur free agent in 1985, and played in 
the organization’s minor league system through 1992. 
Played seven years in the Mexican League. 2021 is 
his 22nd season on the Phillies player development 
sta� . Joins Jersey Shore (A) after spending eight 
years (2013-20) with the Gulf Coast League Phillies 
(R). Coaches for Williamsport (A) in in 2012 after 12 
years (2000-11) as the coordinator for the club’s 
Venezuelan Summer League (R) team.

ATHLETIC TRAINER - ANDREW DODGSON
Born: Chattanooga, TN… Resides: Lakeland, FL… 
Spent his fi rst two years (2018-19) on the Phillies 
player development sta�  as a trainer for the Gulf 
Coast League Phillies-West (R) before being assigned 
to Jersey Shore for the 2020 season. Has degrees in 
athletic training from the University of South Florida 
and in sports management from the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING COACH - BRUCE PEDITTO
Born: Voorhees, NJ… Resides: Mt. Laurel, NJ… 
Joined the Phillies player development sta�  prior to 
the 2018 season and spent the 2019 season with the 
BlueClaws. Was assigned to the BlueClaws for the 
2020 season. Earned his bachelor’s degree in sport 
and exercise science from DeSales University.
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1118 Ocean Avenue, Route 88 | Lakewood, NJ 08701
732.364.9000 | LakewoodToyota.com

$20 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Cannot be combined with any other o�er. Expires 9/30/21

PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE

Bag Policy
Bags are not permitted inside the 
ballpark. The only exceptions are soft 
sided clutches/purses/wallets under 4” 
x 7” and medical or childcare bags 
under 12” x 16” x 6”.

ENTRANCE PROCEDURES
Gates will now open 95 minutes prior 
to first pitch (for example, 5:30 pm for a 
7:05 pm game) to help spread out 
entry times. Ticket takers will wear 
masks and gloves and sit behind 
plexiglass. Fans will line up in a social-
ly-distant manner along the plazas. 
Ticket holders with Early Entrance will 
enter through the First Base Gate only 
beginning 2 hours and 5 minutes 
before the game (5:00 for a 7:05 pm 
game)..

SIGNAGE AND MESSAGING
Fans will be reminded to stay at least 
6-feet from others not in their party or 
those seated at di�erent pods within 
the ballpark. 

Mask Policy
Per updated CDC and New Jersey 
guidance, masks are no longer 
required in outdoor spaces at 
FirstEnergy Park. They are, however, 
required in the team store.



MOBILE CONCESSIONS
The BlueClaws will provide mobile 
concession ordering for fans for the 
first time this year. Fans will be instruct-
ed to access a QR code in the park, or 
visit a page on BlueClaws.com that will 
enable them to order food and drink 
through their phone. Three pickup 
locations will be available inside the 
ballpark.

FOOD & BEVERAGE FOOTPRINT
The BlueClaws are blessed with an 
expansive facility with a 360-degree 
concourse. As such, we will be utilizing 
the space that we have to best serve 
the variety of food and drink options 
available to fans and thus limiting lines 
at the concession stands in the 
process.

FOOD VENDORS
In addition to mobile ordering detailed 
above, fans will have the opportunity to 
order from masked vendors who will 
roam the seating bowl and the ballpark 
with food and drink options for fans, 
once again limiting the need for fans to 
move about the ballpark in order to 
obtain food and drink.

MOBILE TICKETING
Fans are encouraged to utilize the 
mobile ticketing options provided by 
our ticketing partner, TicketReturn. 
Fans can access their tickets via email 
or their TicketReturn account, or safely 
email or text tickets to others as 
needed. 

SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

HAND SANITIZING STATIONS
Hand sanitizing stations will be set-up 
throughout the concourse as well as 
the Luxury Suite Level for fans to use 
as needed throughout the game. Fans 
will be encouraged through in-park 
messaging such as signage and 
PA-reads to wash their hands frequent-
ly throughout their time inside the 
ballpark.

RESTROOMS
The BlueClaws have four Men's 
Rooms, four Women's Rooms, and two 
Family Restrooms on the concourse 
level. Each will be sanitized throughout 
each game. Additionally, every-other 
urinal will be blocked o� to further 
encourage social distancing within 
each restroom.

The BlueClaws are greatly appreciative of everyone's cooperation as we work 
together to provide a safe environment to enjoy Jersey Shore BlueClaws baseball!

ADDITIONAL AREAS
Other areas throughout the ballpark 
such as the Jersey Shore BlueClaws 
Team Store will be sanitized through-
out the game. Game pieces from the 
Boardwalk area (such as rings from 
Ring Toss or darts from Balloon Darts) 
and Mini Golf Course (clubs and balls) 
will be sanitized thoroughly between 
uses. Sta� members will be wearing 
masks and gloves as well.

general procedures
Members of the BlueClaws Clean 
Team will roam the ballpark to sanitize 
areas throughout the game. After each 
game, the stadium will undergo a 
significant clean with state-of-the-art 
cleaning supplies. Fans can be confi-
dent that each time they enter the 
ballpark, they will be stepping into a 
freshly sanitized facility.



HOMERUN
TASTE

Kids Eat Free Sundays  
Presented by Sabrett
Members of the BlueClaws Kids 
Club, presented by Jenkinson’s 
Boardwalk and Sunny Days 
Sunshine Center, eat free at every 
Sunday home game. For more 
visit BlueClaws.com/KidsClub. 

Silver  Sluggers  Tuesdays  
Presented by Bartley Healthcare
Silver Sluggers Tuesdays are 
presented by Bartley Healthcare 
and members of our senior club 
eat free at Tuesday home games!  

Thirsty  Thursdays
This year, you can enjoy $2 
canned beer not just in the all new 
Sand Bar, but all over the ballpark! 
The biggest party at the Jersey 
Shore is now stadium-wide!  

Fireworks  Fridays
At each Friday home game, stay 
late for post-game fireworks, the 
biggest, brightest and most 
colorful shows at the Shore!   

Summer Concert Series
At select games during the 
season, enjoy live music during 
the game in the all new Sand Bar 
down the left field line!     

WEEKLY PROMOTIONS
WEEKLY PROMOTIONS



ALLSTATE TITLE AGENCY

Your Jersey Shore Choice!
609.489.0442

got title? 
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NOTE #1 – GOING, GOING, GONE
The BlueClaws had hit four home runs 
in a game seven times between 2012 
and 2019, but all seven games oc-
curred on the road – fi ve in homer-hap-
py Greensboro. Then, the June 4th 
weekend arrived. The BlueClaws hit 
four home runs on Friday, June 4th and 
fi ve on Sunday, June 6th. 

The fi ve home runs in the June 6th 
series fi nale against Brooklyn – by Jose 
Tortolero, Hunter Hearn, Jhailyn Ortiz, 
Logan O’Hoppe, and Nate Fassnacht 
– tied a franchise record set twice 
previously, both times on the road and 
most recently 2014 in Asheville. The 
BlueClaws have already hit 19 home 
runs at FirstEnergy Park, only 10 fewer 
than they hit in all of 2019. 
 

NOTE #2 – JUMPING JHAILYN
Jhailyn Ortiz entered the season with 
48 career minor league home runs, but 
did not hit one over the fi rst 20 games 
of the season. Since May 27th, how-
ever, the slugger from the Dominican 
Republic has smashed fi ve, including a 
mammoth blast on June 4th that went 
a Trackman-estimated 460 feet. Ortiz 
went 15-42 from May 25th through 
June 8th. 

NOTE #3 - ADAM RECORDS FIRST 
WIN
Congratulations to BlueClaws RHP 
Mike Adams, who earned his fi rst win 
on June 5th. The right-hander from 
Holy Spirit High School in Absecon 
threw a scoreless ninth before the 
BlueClaws rallied for three runs in the 
bottom of the ninth inning. Adams went 
to Wagner then pitched for the Rock-
land Boulders in 2016. After working at 
Baseball Performance Center in Pleas-
antville and as a part-time scout for the 
Brewers, he hit 98 mph in a workout 
and signed with the Phillies in January.





Noah Skirrow’s phone rang at 8:58 am, 
two minutes before the Major League 
Baseball kickoff period for teams to 
speak to undrafted free agents last 
June. 

“My clock says 9:00 am, we’re good to 
go,” he heard on the other end of the 
line. It was the Phillies and they were 
ready to talk.

The MLB Draft was a lot different last 
year. Sliced to just five rounds because 
of the pandemic, hundreds of quality 
players were left undrafted, seeking 
employment with one of the 30 Major 
League clubs. Noah Skirrow, from 
Liberty University, was one of those 
players. 

While disappointed not to be drafted, 
it was still an opportunity for Skirrow 
to sit down, work through the process, 
and pick the spot where he could 
develop best as opposed to being 
told where he was going based on the 
team that picked him. 

“My phone died three times. It was 
chaos, teams calling to check in every 
hour to see where I’m at and who I 
wanted to talk to and trying to make a 
decision.” 

He heard presentations from various 
clubs, and began to narrow down his 
options. 

(continued on next page)

SKIRROW
SHINING WITH THE BLUECLAWS



 

“I was kind of shocked that he called in 
the first place and knew my name and 
everything about me,” Skirrow said. “I 
remember that he said he hoped I’d 
sign with the Phillies and one day he’d 
be able to have me on his club. I didn’t 
expect anything like that but it was 
definitely a nice gesture.” 

Skirrow gave up just two earned runs 
in 15.1 innings with Jersey Shore over 
his first five games, striking out 22 
hitters and walking just seven. On two 
different occasions, he’s thrown four 
scoreless innings allowing one or no 
hits. 

It’s been a long and adventurous 
year for Skirrow, who found out his 
collegiate season at Liberty was 
stopped at a rest stop heading from 
West Virginia to Ohio State. Now, the 
bus rides are a bit shorter in High-A 
East, but the stakes are higher. 
The Canadian is working his way 
towards the big leagues. 

“A big thing for me was the ability to 
start and continue as a starter. I didn’t 
want to go somewhere and get thrown 
into the pen right away. I just kind 
of looked at the track record of the 
organization, where they’re at from 
a pitching prospect standpoint, the 
depth of the organization, and had 
some conversations with people in the 
organization.” 

As the process was playing out, 
Skirrow’s phone rang with a 
Philadelphia number. It was Joe Girardi.

SKIRROW’S 
PHONE RANG.

IT WAS JOE 
GIRARDI.

Member of BBB, NPMA | Angie’s List Super Service Award | PCO Lic. #97834A 
PEST SERVICES

COWLEYS

Protect yourself with 

Cowleys Tick & Mosquito Defense Programs
Treatment Program Begins in April

732-338-7214 
CowleysPestServices.com

DON'T BE THE CATCH OF THE DAY!







April 11, 2001 was a day that will live 
in Jersey Shore history - the day of 
the fi rst BlueClaws home game. This 
year, the BlueClaws will celebrate their 
20th anniversary season, but it really 
all traces to April 11th and what turned 
into a rain-shortened game against the 
Hickory Crawdads (Pirates).

Parking lots opened at 4:30 and 
on-fi eld festivities began at 5:30 pm. 
Included were remarks from State Sen-
ator Robert Singer and Ray Coles from 
the Lakewood Development Corpora-
tion (presently the Mayor of Lakewood). 
Included in the pre-game festivities 
was the “Ceremonial First Pour” from 
the Coors Light RAT Trap in centerfi eld 
with representatives of Shore Point 
Distributing and 95.9 WRAT.

In the photo above, BlueClaws man-
ager Greg Legg shakes hands with 
Crawdads manager Pete Macakanin. 
The two would later be re-united within 
in the Phillies organization.
“I’ve seen him over the years as you 
run across people in baseball,” said 
Mackanin said of Legg. “Certainly 
every time I do see him I bring up that 
picture.”

Mackanin recalled coming into Lake-
wood with the Crawdads to open the 
Jersey Shore’s new ballpark. “I remem-
ber seeing a beautiful minor league 
facility. It was really fun to have a game 
there. It was beautiful. One thing that 
was lacking was a urinal in the visi-
tor’s dugout. If someone had to go to 
the bathroom they had to go through 
the stands to get to the clubhouse 
[the tunnel was not ready for the fi rst 
homestand]. You always look forward 
to playing somewhere you’ve never 
been before. It’s fun to see something 
like Lakewood.”

Tina Kaye sang the National Anthem at 
6:24 pm with both teams lined up on 
the baselines behind her. Doves were 
released and there was a scheduled 
fl yover from the New Jersey Air Guard 
from McGuire Air Force Base.

Just after 6:35 pm, Ryan Carter, a left-
hander from UCLA, threw the fi rst pitch 
in GPU Energy Park (later FirstEnergy 
Park) history.

Geo�  Brown was the BlueClaws 
General Manager from November of 
1999 through January of 2013 and in a 
summer interview recalled the build-up 

OPENINg NigHT 2001
20TH ANNIVERSARY FEATURE



ries...I have fond memories of the job 
because we had good guys working 
on it. It went very smoothly. I thought 
at the time it was a little crazy to put 
a baseball stadium in Lakewood, and 
didn’t think it would catch on. But 
they’re always doing something over 
there. On my end, I’m very proud that 
I worked on the job and enjoy going 
back every year.”

Bill Morros, Epic Management - “I 
remember roaming around and hang-
ing out with Ray Coles and working 
our way through the luxury boxes and 
drinking a beer at every stop! I was 
lucky that the project got assigned to 
me. I’m a big baseball fan and it was 
satisfying to be able to be involved 
working on something that you enjoy 
watching as a fan.”  ♦

CHEERS TO 20 MORE YEARS!

to Opening Night and the various ups 
and downs leading into the big day.

“A month or so out, we realized in the 
concessions stands there weren’t any 
pass through windows. You have your 
prep area in the back and the service 
area in the front but there was only one 
door. There were supposed to be three 
or four pass through windows so we 
had to go back in and knock holes in 
the walls,” he said.

“I remember the night before, late, we 
were putting together those standing 
tables in the picnic area. They had just 
arrived and we were putting those to-
gether around midnight,” he said. “The 
other thing I remember, and I recom-
mended this because it went so well, 
we did a stadium fl ush. We brought in 
the morning DJ of 94.3 the Point and 
he came in with a bunch of listeners. 
We had a listener at every single toilet 
and fl ush at the same time. We wanted 
to make sure the plumbing would work 
with a full ballpark. I don’t know what 

would have happened if it didn’t!”

Members of the press as well as the 
ballpark construction team recalled the 
fi rst game as well.

Kevin Williams, WOBM / Townsquare 
Media - “Anyone who was anyone at 
the jersey Shore was there that night. 
Every elected o�  cial, it was really a 
big deal. You would have hoped for 
a nicer night but you know what the 
weather could be like. If it wasn’t the 
home opener, it never would have 
been played...I had four tickets behind 
home plate in the fi rst row. My kids 
were young at the time and they were 
all pepped up to go to the BlueClaws. 
My daughter, who was 10, she would 
come and sit, ask me for money and I’d 
see herein the seventh inning. I’d like 
to think that for a lot of those special 
moments, especially in the early years, 
I was there.” (You can listen to our 
interview with Kevin here.)

Dan Cichalski, Asbury Park Press - “I 
know it was a crowded press box. In 
addition to me, we had a columnist 
or two and a news reporter. I don’t 
know how early I got there but it must 
have been so early. You never would 
have expected a crowd like that for 50 
degrees and drizzly. But 7,500 people 
weren’t going to let the people miss 
the fi rst game in BlueClaws history.”
Thomas DeBartolo, Monmouth Ocean 
County Building Trades - “We all went 
to the game, seeing the fi rst game 
there. My family came and pointed 
out all the stu�  that we worked on 
and had done. Normally you build a 
building and walk away from it and 
never go back. Every time I go back, I 
tell my wife ad nauseum that I put that 
up and I hung that. You keep coming 
back to the facility and seeing the stu�  
I worked on brings back good memo-
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