DAWNING OF A NEW ERA

On Tuesday, May 4th,
RHP Luis Gil throws the
first pitch as the New
York Yankees DoubleDouble-A
affiliate.

PATRIOTS DOUBLE-A FIRSTS
LUIS GIL RHP
•
•
•
•
•

Assigned Player: 3/12/21
Start- 5/4/21
Pitch- 5/4/21
Inning- 5/4/21
Strikeout- 5/4/21

THOMAS MILONE OF
•
•

Double: 5/4/21
Multi-Hit Game: 5/4/21

HOY PARK
INF

MICHAEL BELTRE
OF

Triple: 5/13/21

•

•

KEEGAN CURTIS
RHP

RON MARINACCIO
RHP

•

Win: 5/4/21

Stolen Base:
5/4/21

•

Save: 5/5/21

OF Zack Zehner was Somerset’s first
call up to Triple-A Scranton on 5/13/21

When centerfielder
Estevan Florial hit a
lead off home run in
the first at bat for
Somerset this
season on Tuesday,
May 4th, he went
into the history
books for the first
hit, home run, RBI,
and run scored.
He added the first
multi-home run
game just three
days later and had
three lead-off home
runs in the first six
games of the
season.

2021 SCHEDULE & PROMOTIONS
Upcoming Promotions
Tue 5/25 RWJBarnabas Health Baseball Bingo
Fri 5/28

FIREWORKS presented by Celularity

Wed 6/2 RWJBarnabas Health Baseball Bingo
Thu 6/3

Heineken Premium Light Win $10,000

Fri 6/4

Estevan Florial Poster

Sat 6/5

FIREWORKS

Sun 6/6

Baseball Card Strips (1st 1,000)
presented by RWJBarnabas Health

Tue 6/15 RWJBarnabas Health Baseball Bingo
Thu 6/17 Heineken Premium Light Win $10,000
Fri 6/18

FIREWORKS presented by Toyota World
of Clinton

Sat 6/19 T-Shirts (1st 1,000) presented by Bill Leary
AC & Heating
Sun 6/20 Father’s Day BBQ Aprons (1st 1,000 Men)
presented by Somerset Health Care
Foundation

SomersetPatriots.com

THE SEASON SO FAR
Series 1
vs.

Series 2
@

Series 3
@

The 2021 season
started with a bang for
the Patriots, as
outfielder Estevan
Florial put on an
offensive clinic.
Baseball America’s No.
10 Yankees prospect hit
.318 with four home
runs, six RBI and an onbase percentage of
.400.

The Patriots took to the
road for the beginning of
a long two-week stretch
away from TD Bank
Ballpark.

Somerset finished
their 12-game road
trip with a six-game
sweep of the Yard
Goats.

Patriots' batters had six
hits or less in each
game, but still managed
to show off some timely
hitting. Thomas
Milone belted two home
runs in the series, bringing
his season total to three.

Dermis Garcia fueled
the offense with 11
RBI in the series, and
now has a ten-game
hitting streak entering
this week’s series. In
both Thursday and
Friday night’s games,
everyone in the lineup
had at least one hit.

Somerset’s starters and
bullpen put on a show,
with two shutout wins
over the six-game
series. Luis Gil, the
Yankees' fourth overall
prospect according to
Baseball America,
threw a gem for his
first appearance at TD
Bank Ballpark. The
righty struck out six
batters and allowed just
two hits over 3.2
innings of work.

Gil threw four innings
with eight strikeouts,
while Glenn Otto struck
out eight over 5.1 innings.
Greg Weissert collected
his first save of the year
when he struck out all
three batters he faced
Friday night.
The team also got two
late home runs from
Oswaldo Cabrera and
Dermis Garcia to win
Saturday night.

The story of the
series, however, was
strikeouts. The staff
tallied 80 strikeouts in
their sweep of
Hartford.
Otto threw a gem on
Friday night when he
struck out 14 of the 16
batters he saw in his
5.1 inning start.

OTTOBOT
Glenn Otto has been a force in
Somerset’s rotation to start
the season.

By Lexi Samanchik

OTTOBOT
The anticipation surrounding the return
of minor league baseball in 2021 could
be felt in all parts of the country. After
the cancelation of the 2020 season due
to the coronavirus pandemic, players
were unable to continue their training
as planned.
This pause affected the development
and production of many players and will
affect baseball for years to come, but
Somerset Patriots starting
pitcher Glenn Otto doesn’t seem to
have missed a beat. Seemingly
unaffected by hiatus, the righty has
collected 28 strikeouts and managed a
3.78 ERA over his first three starts this
year.
Otto attended Rice University in
Houston, Texas, where he played the
role of a reliever. Over three seasons,
he held a 2.61 ERA with 222 strikeouts
in 82 appearances. His performance in
college caught the eyes of Yankee
scouts, who selected him in the fifth
round of the 2017 Draft alongside
fellow Yankees pitcher Clarke Schmidt.
Otto played the majority of his first
season with the club at their Low-A
Staten Island affiliate.
Otto's 2018 assignment was to the
Charleston River Dogs. However, he
only made two starts that season, as
he suffered from a blood clot in his
right shoulder.
“That blood clot, it was very
surprising,” Otto said this year.

“It was a little scary at times because of the
symptoms I had; I had never seen anything
like it... I was pitching through a little bit of
pain in my hand and some different feelings
because I had never heard of anything like
that before.”
Only about 10% of blood clots happen in the
upper body, so it would have been easy for
Otto to be cynical about how this injury held
him back from continuing on his path to
development. Still, he saw it as a learning
experience. “I learned a lot through the injury
as well. How to prevent injuries, how to
prepare myself for starts and workload, so I
don’t think it was by accident, I am thankful
for those injuries because I wouldn’t be here
without them.”
Otto returned to the mound in 2019, where
he faced a challenge getting back into his
rhythm. His walk rate and ERA shot up, and
he seemed to struggle to get batters out.
Walks have haunted Otto since college,
where he tallied 87. In his first three years in
the minors, he gave away 48 free passes.

Otto has had to change his mentality
and skills from those of a reliever to
those of a starter.

OTTOBOT
He has been a fastball curveball
pitcher in the past, but this season, he
has utilized all four pitches in his
arsenal to collect strikeouts in each of
his starts this year. This offseason, he
developed a slider and worked on a
changeup to be his fourth pitch.
“The slider’s been a great pitch for
me. I’ve always been comfortable
with the curveball throwing it a lot in
college as a reliever there,” Otto said
when discussing his pitching rotation.
“The changeup, it’s a good pitch. It’s
definitely my least used pitch, I’ll
probably use it 10% of the time, but
it’s a reliable pitch going through a
lineup a third time.”

The addition of these two pitches
allows him to go deeper into games
with confidence.
In his first start this season, Otto
earned his first Double-A win when
he tossed six scoreless innings to the
tune of two hits and six strikeouts.
This nearly perfect performance
awarded him the first MiLB Pitcher of
the Week award for the 2021 season.
His second start added eight more
strikeouts to his season total, but he
did not have the same shutdown
ability as he did in his premiere. The
real show came May 20th, where he
struck out 14 of the 16 batters he
faced. The performance was the
definition of dominance, yet Otto
remembers not feeling like he had his
best stuff during warm-ups.

Otto came within two
strikeouts of the
single game all-time
Patriots record in his
last start on 5/20 @ Hartford.
Ray Davis holds Somerset’s
strikeout record of 16 set on
7/19/00.
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OTTOBOT
“You ask a lot of pitchers, most of the
time if they don’t feel very good in the
bullpen for some reason or the other, they
feel great in the game,” Otto said after the
start. “That first inning, I came out and
everything was where I wanted it. I felt in
control, and I knew where I needed to
go... I think that first inning was when I
knew I could do something special.”

“I think that’s important not to compare
myself to too many other people. I
move differently than DeGrom, I move
differently than Gerrit Cole,” he said.
“I’m just trying to be the best Glenn
Otto that I can be right now, and
hopefully, one day, that’s out there with
those guys.”
After a start like he’s having, it’s hard
not to see the trajectory of Otto’s career
laying out in front of him. A 14-strikeout
game is no small feat, but Otto has his
eyes on the prize.

And special it was. The 14 strikeouts
became a career-high for Otto, and he is
excited to continue pushing himself in his
upcoming starts.
The Texas native is quietly making a name
for himself in baseball, he looks up to
some of the best pitchers in the game
today. He listed Jacob DeGrom, Max
Scherzer and Gerrit Cole as players that
he admires. The way they understand
their body and what makes them effective
is something that he appreciates but is
not trying to replicate.

“I believe that with my strengths, I can
go up against anybody and make it a
good result. I know that’s a career-high
for me, 14. Hopefully, we can build on
that this season and get that number
even higher.”
As the team gets farther into the
season, Otto will have a longer leash
regarding pitch count. If he can manage
his pitches and get himself into the
seventh inning, double-digit strikeout
starts could become a regular thing for
this up-and-coming star.

2021 SOMERSET PATRIOTS
COACHING STAFF

#25
Julio Mosquera
Manager

#17
Daniel Moskos
Pitching Coach

#31
Joe Migliaccio
Hitting Coach

#4
Jose Javier
Defensive Coach

#16
Keegan Curtis
RHP

#6
Carlos Espinal
RHP

#32
Kevin Gadea
RHP

PITCHERS

#26
Reid Anderson
RHP

#18
Luis Gil
RHP

#27
Michael Gomez
RHP

#9
Janson Junk
RHP

#22
Matt Krook
LHP

2021 SOMERSET PATRIOTS
PITCHERS

#8
Ron Marinaccio
RHP

#19
Glenn Otto
RHP

#35
Stephen Ridings
RHP

#12
Shawn Semple
RHP

#11
Jefry Valsez
RHP

#33
Greg Weissert
RHP

CATCHERS

#15
Jason Lopez
C

#
Chase Illig
C

#13
Donny Sands
C

#14
JP Sears
RHP

2021 SOMERSET PATRIOTS
INFIELDERS & OUTFIELDERS

#1
Evan Alexander
OF

#34
Michael Beltre
OF

#2
Diego Castillo
INF

#7
Oliver Dunn
INF

#10
Aaron Palensky
OF

#5
Matt Pita
OF

#36
Max Burt
INF

#4
Oswaldo Cabrera
INF

#20
Dermis Garcia
INF

#23
Isiah Gilliam
OF

WHAT A PERFORMANCE!
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On Sunday, May 23rd, centerfielder Michael
Beltre was a double shy of hitting for the cycle.
He ended his day versus the Hartford Yard
Goats 3-for-4 with a home run, a triple, three
runs scored, and two RBI.
On May 24th, he was named the Northeast
League Player of the Week by MiLB.

In 2017 was one of a
dozen Reds minor
leaguers to attend a
leadership training
program at West Point.

The Dominican Republic native now leads
the team in batting (.300) and ranks second
Beltre hit safely in each of the six games over on the team in on-base percentage (.333).
the last week against the Hartford Yard Goats. He also leads the Double-A Northeast
The first-year Patriot went 13-for-30 (.433) from League in triples (3), is tied for third in stolen
the plate with one home run, seven RBI, 12
bases (5), and is tied for fourth in runs
runs scored, and two stolen bases.
scored (16).

THIS WEEK’S SERIES
The New Hampshire Fisher Cats come to TD Bank Ballpark to face off against the Patriots. The 7-11
Cats are coming from Portland where they suffered four losses.
Offensive leader, Gabriel Moreno, was
trouble for the Patriots the last time the two
faced off. With a batting average of
.474, Moreno gathered seven RBI including
two home runs over the course of the
series. He has continued to be a threat in the
league and is currently holding a top spot in
most offensive categories across the DoubleA Northeast league.
Photo MiLB

Gabriel Moreno

Affiliation: Toronto Blue Jays
Since: 2003
Record: 7-11
Place: 3rd
Recent MLB Alumni:
• Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
• Bo Bichette
• Cavin Biggio

Otto Lopez also proved to be a tough out for
the pinstripes as he successfully reached
base 14 times over the course of the sixgame series.

Fisher Cats pitchers held Somerset to just 36 hits over the course of
the six-game series. Simeon Woods Richardson and Zach
Logue both tallied eight strikeouts in their starts.
Other leading pitchers for the Cats were
relievers Andrew McInvale and Brody Rodnings
who struck out five and six Patriots respectively.
The Fisher Cats took four of six from the Patriots in their first
meeting of the season, but if there was a kryptonite, it was their
bullpen. The Patriots twice rallied late in New Hampshire, including
in the fifth game in the series. That night, both Oswaldo Cabrera
and Dermis Garcia hit home runs in the top of the eighth inning to
lead the Patriots to a 5-3 come-from-behind win.
New Hampshire’s bullpen allowed at least four runs in each of the
last two games of their most recent series against the Portland
Sea Dogs.

Simeon Woods Richardson
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SOMERSET’S KEYS TO SUCCEED
The Patriots need to continue with their current offensive power
and dominate pitching up and down the roster.

THE BATS:
Michael Beltre and Dermis Garcia
both have on-going hitting streaks and have
combined for 18 RBI over the last six games.
The Patriots have come off of two games
where everyone in the lineup collected a hit
and should have a burst of confidence
following their performances in Hartford.
Three new additions to the team: Aaron
Palensky, Oliver Dunn, and Evan
Alexander each made a large impact for the
team in the last series and will play an
important role moving forward.
THE ARMS:
The pitching staff is currently firing on
all cylinders for Somerset.
Glenn Otto is coming off of the best
performance of his career where he notched
14 strikeouts over 5.1 innings.
Stephen Ridings has continued to be
untouchable, and is a tool that can be used
against the Fisher Cats. In his innings in New
Hampshire, Ridings held the hot offense to
just one base runner and added two
strikeouts to his total during his two
appearances. He has yet to allow a run
this season.

Stephen Ridings

LEADERS IN THE CLUBHOUSE
BATTING:

PITCHING:

LEAGUE PITCHING:
LEAGUE BATTING:
HR
1. Johan Mieses (POR) 7
T-2. Patrick Dorrian (BOW) 6
T-2. Dermis Garcia (SOM) 6
3. Oscar Gonzalez (AKR) 5
3Bs
1. Michael Beltre (SOM) 3
T-2. Jonah Davis (ALT) 2
T-2. Jacob Robson (ERI) 2
T-2. John Valente (ERI) 2

ERA
T-1. Kyle Bradish (BOW) 0.00
T-1. Roansy Contreras (ALT) 0.00
2. Matt Frisbee (RIC) 0.56
3. Elvin Rodriguez (ERI) 1.40
4. Luis Gil (SOM) 1.76
5. Josh Winckowski (POR) 1.80
6. Tylor Megill (BNG) 2.08
7. Matt Krook (SOM) 2.20
SO
1. Tylor Megill (BNG) 33
2. DL Hall (BOW) 31
T-2. Simeon Woods Richardson (NH) 31
T-3. Roansy Contreras (ALT) 28
T-3. Luis Gil (SOM) 28
T-3. Glenn Otto (SOM) 28

A SOCIAL FLO
Estevan Florial has proved to be
everything that Yankees manager
Aaron Boone has said about him.
After calling him “An All-Star caliber
talent” earlier this month, Florial’s
offense stood out against both his
competitors and teammates in the
opening series of Patriots baseball.

The number 10 Yankees prospect per
Baseball America was also a social media
superstar for the team.
Each Florial post topped the next, introducing
the Patriots to millions of new people over
the first month of the season.

