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Welcome back to Segra Park, home of the Columbia Fireflies!

From this past Opening Night and through Opening Week, we welcomed droves 
of Fireflies fans back to the ballpark for the first game in 621 days. Through the 
first six games, we: led the league in attendance (#1 of 12), led the classification in 
attendance (#1 of 30) and led all of Low-A and High-A in attendance (#1 of 60).

In fact, we finished #25 of ALL Minor League teams, outshining many Double-A and 
Triple-A in the process.

Now we’re back to our core business of bringing people together for fun, family 
and Fireflies Baseball, you’ll notice that things are still going to look a bit different. 
BUT… things are changing daily.

Masks: As of our first Thirsty Thursday on May 13, the Major League Baseball mask 
mandate and the City of Columbia Mask ordinance expired, meaning that although 
we do encourage mask-wearing, masks are no longer required. Our full-time and 
gameday staff will continue to wear masks for the time being.

Players: Our affiliation with the Royals has paid early dividends, as the Fireflies are 
in first place in the Low-A East League! Because of continuing Covid restrictions, 
please understand that players are not permitted to sign autographs at this time. 
We hope that this restriction will be lifted later in the season.

Seating: You’ll notice that we are providing our fans with a choice of seating 
options: socially distant seating or traditional seating. As you purchase your tickets, 
please be sure to pick the section in which you are most comfortable. Based on 
demand, we have evened out the socially distant and traditional seating sections 
with six of each now featured at Segra Park. Sections will continue to adjust with 
demand, but we pledge to keep some amount of socially distant seating available 
throughout the season. 

Cashless venue: To assure the safety of our fans and our staff, Segra Park is now a 
cashless venue, accepting debit and credit cards only at all points of sale – including 
parking. For fans that don’t have bank cards, don’t worry. You can stop by Guest 
Services and exchange cash for gift cards that can be used anywhere in the park. 
Gift Cards are available in $5 increments and will have no expiration date so you can 
use it on any visit to the park in the future.

Mobile Food Ordering: To help reduce lines and expedite service, the Fireflies 
are now offering mobile ordering from the comfort of your seats. Please visit 
https://mobile.appetizeapp.com/fireflies to place your order and you’ll get a text 
notification when it is ready for pick-up. 

As always, our staff is always here to help answer your questions, help resolve issues 
and to make your experience at Segra Park memorable. Please let us know if there’s 
anything we can do to make your visit even more special.

Sincerely,

John Katz
President



to support 
SC Education

CLICK HERE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON WHERE 

THE MONEY GOES.

You may qualify for more money to help 

you pay your monthly premiums. Many will 

even qualify for $0 cost plans! Our licensed 

experts are ready to help you find the best 

coverage at a price you can afford.

BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina is an independent licensee  
of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. 

Scan or call to schedule your appointment today.

213770-05-2021

1260 Bower Pkwy
Columbia, SC 29212
803-264-9000

UNINSURED? GET HEALTH INSURANCE NOW!

by Appointment Only.
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concession mapconcession map
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	A: LOW N' SLOW BBQ
B: POP! / HEALTHY CART
C: FUNNEL VISION
D: SCOOPS!
E: DIPPIN’ DOTS
F: SUPER GYRO
G: SWEET CAROLINA’S / OREO 
CHURROS
H: SCOOPS!
I: PINEAPPLE CART SQUEEZE & FREEZE
J:  JUANATHANS
K  CRAFT CORNER
L: SCOOPS!
M: BOILED PEANUTS/PRETZELS
N: PHILLY CART
O: POP!
P: DIPPIN’ DOTS
Q: EL TORO MEXICAN

1. CONCESSION STAND
2. CONCESSION STAND
3. CONCESSION STAND
4. CONCESSION STAND
5. SWEETWATER BAR
6. BUDWEISER BOWTIE BAR

CLICK TO SEE FULL 
MENU & TO ORDER 

YOUR FOOD & DRINKS

We've got mobile ordering!
Order your food straight from 

your seat!
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APPLY NOW VISIT TODAY

Undergraduate
  BS, BA, 25+ Majors

Graduate
  MA, MBA, M.Ed, MOL, MPA, Ph.D

Seminary
  MA, M.Div, D.Min, Ph.D

Dual Enrollment
  10-12th Grade, $100 per credit hour

CIU.EDU
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the low-A Eastthe low-A Eastkansas city royals
minor league system
kansas city royals

minor league system
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CONTACT SPECIAL EVENTS
803.888.3023

EVENTS@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM
SEGRAPARK.COM

Segra Park is more than baseball! We 
have multiple spaces for events that 

are unlike any other in Columbia! 
Come enjoy the park for your next 
company function, holiday party, 

banquet or wedding! Our excellent 
food and beverage and special event 

team can accommodate any need 
whether it is a small meeting or a 

black tie banquet.

CLUB LOUNGE

CONFERENCE ROOM

BROAD RIVER BALCONY

Special Events



When the Colorado School of 
Mines head coach Robby Bales 
first saw a lanky lefty throwing 
in the low-to-mid 80’s out of 
Broomfield High School, he knew 
he had something special. No, 
Walter Pennington wasn’t the 
fastest throwing 17-year-old the 
long-time coach had seen. He 
would have to develop over his 
college career, but the Colorado-
native’s work ethic and attitude 
was apparent long before Bales

made Pennington a team captain his senior year.

“With all the craziness in the world, I think it’s natural for people 
when they first meet Walter to go, ‘Is this kid for real? Where’s the 
flaw?’ But that’s just who Walter is.” Coach Bales reiterates, “He has 
the utmost character, he’s confident in who he is and his faith and 
he’s just one of those guys who leads by example.”

Through all of Pennington’s success as an Oredigger, the southpaw 
found himself atop the Colorado School of Mines record book in 
13 different categories, including single-season records for innings 
pitched and wins, he didn’t always consider a career in baseball to 
be a shoe-in.

It was paramount for the Broomfield Eagle to focus on his 
education. Yes, the dream was always baseball, but to Pennington, 
he wanted to get his degree, which he earned in Mechanical 
Engineering. Pennington wasn’t going to coast through school and 
earn a “paper weight degree”, he was going to work hard to make 
sure he had multiple pathways to success.

There was always a lot of success on the baseball field for

Pennington. His sophomore year, he recorded a 6-3 record on the 
mound and hit .284 at the plate with 11 homers in nearly 100 at-
bats. There was a series against Sioux Falls March 13-14 where he 
DHed all three games and hit four homers. That weekend series 
followed a Wednesday where Pennington uncorked a quality start 
at CSU-Pueblo. He spun six innings, punched out six batters and 
allowed three runs to pace the Orediggers to an 11-4 victory.

“My sophomore year, I was still hitting at the time, so I would DH 
for myself when I was pitching. I was hitting a bunch of homeruns 
and I had a few shutouts and complete games, playing some of the 
best baseball I ever played.” Pennington remembers. “But guess 
what, it got followed by some of the worst baseball I ever played. 
Strikeouts come. There are games where I couldn’t even get 
through the first or second inning. Having all of that in the same 
season taught me so much.”

Through those trials and tribulations, Pennington grew mentally 
and physically. It helped that he had set himself up so that if 
baseball did not work out, he had all the tools necessary to become 
an engineer. One lesson that Coach Bales always tried to instill in 
the lefty was to trust his stuff.

“He taught me to trust in the abilities I had and he pushed me to 
learn in that sense. I’m very thankful because I started working with 
him a bit in high school and he has helped me through this whole 
transition.” The Coloradoan tells.

It wasn’t until the pitcher’s junior 
year that he started to see a light 
at the end of the tunnel where he 
believed his childhood dream of 
playing professional baseball was 
possible.
 
“It just kind of clicked. When 
things are going right, you think 
‘No one can stop me,’ and that’s 
when those dreams start flowing.” 
Walter explains.

When those professional baseball 
dreams started to pull, life, and 
Walter’s faith, started pulling him 
in another direction though.16 17

Young Engineer Follows Faith to 
Find Dream in Baseball

Pennington's Path to Baseball Becomes Clear Following 
Worldly Experiences

By: John Kocsis Jr.
Photo By: Nicole Seitz

PENNINGTON WORKING A SPORTS CLINIC 
IN PUERTO RICO DURING HIS WEEK-LONG 

MISSION TRIP. 
PHOTOT COURTESY OF WALTER PENNINGTON



The lefty started a more religious 
journey and went on a mission trip, 
rethinking his engineering career 
and rethinking playing professional 
baseball. What started as a young 
man following his faith took him 
to Puerto Rico, moved him to 
continue his work at home to 
help students at the local college 
campuses find time to reflect 
on their faith and to help spread 
his faith for those who may be 
seeking more.

The missionary started with a 
sports-orientated trip to an island 
off the coast of Florida though.

“It was a week-long trip where we 
really interacted with younger kids.

Sports was the overlying, superficial part of the trip, but getting to 
enjoy the culture of the Puerto Ricans and get to know the people 
was what inspired me to keep going on this journey.” Pennington 
relays.

During his time in Puerto Rico, he worked at Parroquia Santa 
Teresita, a Roman Catholic church in San Juan, on the northern 
shore of the island. He spent time helping kids on the baseball 
diamond and inside the church he taught them about the church 
and had fun drawing pictures and just letting the kids be kids.

Eventually, it was time to leave and return to the baseball diamond 
though. The Fireflies arm was signed by the Kansas City Royals 
in August 2020, during a pandemic that left every college senior, 
from major programs down to smaller programs like the Colorado 
School of Mines, in doubt about if they would be able to play the 
game at the next level. He posted on Instagram a few months later, 
from Surprise, Arizona, where young Royals players meet for Fall 
Instructional League ball. The post read, “Well, here I am. Thought 
I was going to be an engineer, then a missionary, then a graduate 
student, but instead, I’m in AZ living my dream as a professional 
baseball player.” 

Fast forward to today. He’s one of the best arms to come out of 
the bullpen for the Fireflies. The lefty has fanned 21 batters through 
17.1 innings this season and through June 21 has a 1.56 ERA with 
two saves while holding opponents to a measly .206 batting 
average.

The Coloradoan remains humble though. He’s thankful each day for 
his opportunities in baseball. He’s learned to appreciate everything 
he has after seeing what some of the kids he worked with in Puerto 
Rico had after the hurricanes of 2018 and 2019. He’s even happy to 
still use his engineering mind with the pitching coordinators and 
strength and conditioning coaches when they try to teach what 
angles and velocities help minimize hard contact. In fact, he wants 
them to “nerd out” with him a bit. Meanwhile, he gets to live out 
the dream he’s had since he was a young boy, growing up near the 
Rocky Mountains in Colorado.
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PUERTO RICO WASN'T ALL ABOUT SPORTS. HERE'S THE 
COLORADOAN DRAWING PICTURES WITH SOME KIDS 

AFTER CHURCH.
PHOTOT COURTESY OF WALTER PENNINGTON

WALTER IS PICTURED IN THE BACK ROW, THIRD FROM 
THE RIGHT, IN HIS MISSION TRIP GROUP IN PUERTO RICO.

PHOTOT COURTESY OF WALTER PENNINGTON

Photo By: Nicole Seitz



Brooks Conrad Carlos Martinez Jesus Azuaje

Manager Pitching Coach Hitting Coach

Glenn Hubbard Gavin Grosh Taylor Portman

Bench Coach Athletic Trainer Strength and 
Conditioning Coach

2021 fireflies 
coaching staff
2021 fireflies 

coaching staff

21

scag_11789_fireflies_baseball_5.125x4.175.indd   1scag_11789_fireflies_baseball_5.125x4.175.indd   1 5/26/21   10:01 AM5/26/21   10:01 AM



2021 fireflies roster2021 fireflies roster

22 23

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 178 R-R

45

P - Adrian Alcantara

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 170 R-R

27

P - Ismael Aquino

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 195 R-R

29

P - Chase Wallace

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 167 R-R

25

P - Delvin Capellan

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 11" 160 L-L

18

P - Luis De Avila

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 205 R-R

34

P - Ben Hernandez

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 4" 190 L-L

51

P - Rylan Kaufman

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 8" 170 L-L

16

P - Emilio Marquez

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 175 R-R

33

P - Cruz Noriega

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 200 R-R

39

P - Anderson Paulino

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 205 L-L

19

P - Walter Pennington

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 215 L-L

44

P - Patrick Smith

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 3" 190 R-R

32

P - Matthew Stil

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 215 R-R

35

P - Nathan Webb

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 4" 190 L-L

28

P - Marlin Willis

pitchers

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 228 R-R

21

C - Kale Emshoff

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 205 R-R

24

C - Felix Familia

H
T

W
T

B
/T5'11" 170 R-R

6

C - Omar Hernandez

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 145 R-R

8

IF - Maikel Garcia

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 11" 167 S-R

1

IF - Herard Gonzalez

H
T

W
T

B
/T5' 11" 174 S-R

11

IF - Rubendy Jaquez

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 3" 195 R-R

13

IF - Brady McConnell

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 170 S-R

12

IF - Gage Hughes

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 210 R-R

7

IF - Matt Schmidt

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 160 R-R

2

P - Tyler Tolbert

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 2" 185 L-R

23

OF - Darryl Collins

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 0" 150 L-L

4

OF - Diego Hernandez

H
T

W
T

B
/T6' 1" 190 R-R

15

OF - Juan Carlos Negret

catchers

infielders

outfielders

Click the Player Headshot for Full Stats



FAMILY VALUES.
FORWARD VISION.

At SAFE Federal Credit Union, we want you to get the most out of every dollar. 
Just last year, our members saved over $500,000 in loan interest and earned top 
rates on deposits. Join 126,000 of your neighbors and enjoy the SAFE di�erence.

Call 1.800.763.8600, or visit us at safefed.org.

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA
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Conveniently located minutes from USC, and 
Fort Jackson with McEntire Air National Guard 
Base and Shaw Air Force Base just a short 
distance up the road. 

WWhether you are traveling to Columbia for 
business or leisure, be sure to choose the 
Residence Inn by Marriott Columbia 
Northeast. You will feel at home in our 
spacious suites, featuring full kitchens and 
living room areas.

Call Residence Inn Columbia 
Northeast for discounts available to 
Columbia Fireflies family, friends and 
fans, by calling (803) 788-8850 and 
mentioning “Columbia Fireflies”. 

Book your Book your reservation today at 
Residence Inn Columbia Northeast – 
where remarkable service is extended!

2320 LeGrand Road Columbia, South Carolina 29223 



28
29

2021 pelicans roster2021 pelicans roster
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P - Danis Correa

30

P - Manuel Espinoza

29

P - Tyler Suellentrop

3

P - Jeremiah Estrada

33

P - Richard Gallardo

53

P - Jose Miguel Gonzalez
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P - DJ Herz

1

P - Gabriel Jaramillo

24

P - Adam Laskey

7

P - Joe Nahas

17

P - Carlos Ocampo

22

P - Bailey Reid

27

P - Jake Reindl

35

P - Didier Vargas

pitchers
Click the Player Headshot for Full Stats

4

C - Pablo Aliendo

6

C - Ethan Hearn

catchers
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IF - Flemin Bautista
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IF - Matt Mervis

48

IF - Fabian Pertuz

19

IF - Ryan Reynolds

16

IF - Yeison Santana

44

IF - Bryan Serra

5

IF - Luis Verdugo

infielders

25

OF - Jordan Nwogu

20

OF - Ezequiel Pagan

15

OF - Yohendrick Pinango

56

OF - Jonathan Sierra

55

OF - Jacob Wetzel

outfielders
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CATCHTHECOMET.ORG    |    803-255-7100    |

Grab the Soda Cap Connector Route 3 
at Main and Hampton Streets and ride 
for $1.00 to Segra Park.

»  Game days only
»  Runs every 25-30 minutes

Don’t worry about parking 
or driving when you can take 
the Soda Cap Connector to 
and from every Fireflies game 
this season. 

Catch The COMET!
...all season long.





Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

Upcoming Community 
Organizations of the Game

The Fireflies strive to give back to the community in which we all live. If you 
are interested in being a Community Organization of the Game, please contact 

Derrick Bradford at 803-888-3030.

Please stop by their kiosks during the game and learn 
more about these important local organizations!

6/26 - Feeding Finlay
6/27 - PITCH

ticket informationticket information
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Your local Convenience store 
throughout the Midlands

Go Fireflies!

FIND A STORE 
NEAR YOU

(803) 726-4487
INFO@COLUMBIAFIREFLIES.COM

@COLAFIREFLIES

@COLAFIREFLIES

/COLUMBIAFIREFLIES
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