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2022 ALIGNMENT 
The USL Championship’s 12th season will see the league’s 27 teams divided into two conferences, with the clubs set to embark on a 34-game regular-season 
schedule that will be conducted over 32 weeks and open on the weekend of March 11-13, 2021. 

There is one new arrival in each conference, with Detroit City FC joining the Eastern Conference and Monterey Bay F.C joining the Western Conference.

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlanta United 2
Birmingham Legion FC
Charleston Battery
Detroit City FC
Hartford Athletic
Indy Eleven
Loudoun United FC
Louisville City FC
Memphis 901 FC
Miami FC
New York Red Bulls II
Pittsburgh Riverhounds SC
Tampa Bay Rowdies
FC Tulsa

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Colorado Springs Switchbacks FC
El Paso Locomotive FC

LA Galaxy II
Las Vegas Lights FC

Monterey Bay F.C.
New Mexico United

Oakland Roots SC
Orange County SC
Phoenix Rising FC

Rio Grande Valley FC
Sacramento Republic FC

San Antonio FC
San Diego Loyal SC

2022 CONFERENCE ALIGNMENT

March 12 – 2022 Season Kickoff
April 5-7 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Second Round
April 19-21 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Third Round
May 10-11 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Round of 32 
May 24-25 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Round of 16
June 21-22 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Quarterfinals

KEY DATES
July 26-27 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Semifinals
Sept 6, 7, 13 or 14 – Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup Final
October 15 – Final Day of Regular Season
November 13 – USL Championship Final
November 21 – 2022 FIFA World Cup Kickoff 
December 18 – 2022 FIFA World Cup Final
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SEASON STRUCTURE
Regular Season Structure
The 2022 USL Championship season will see every team will play each of its conference foes twice – once at home, once away. For Eastern Conference clubs, 
the remaining eight games will be against interconference opponents – four at home, four away. For Western Conference clubs, the remaining 10 games will be 
against a combination of interconference and intraconference opponents – five at home, five away. 

2022 USL Championship Playoffs
At the conclusion of the regular season, the top seven teams in each conference will qualify for the 2022 USL Championship Playoffs. The first overall seed in 
each conference will receive a bye to the Conference Semifinals of the playoffs. 

The bracket will be reseeded following the Conference Quarterfinals to ensure the first overall seed in each conference plays against the lowest-seeded 
remaining opponent. 

The USL Championship Playoffs will remain a single-elimination format, culminating in the 2022 USL Championship Final on Sunday, November 13.

Conf. 
Quarterfinals

Conf. 
Quarterfinals

Conf. 
Semifinals

Conf. 
Finals

2022 PLAYOFF STRUCTURE

WESTERN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE

2022 USL  
Championship Final 

Conf. 
Semifinals

Conf. 
Finals

LOWER
REMAINING

SEED

LOWER
REMAINING

SEED
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f @selectsportamerica @) @selectsportamerica � @select_america 

Since 1947 SELECT has been one of the world's leading manufactures of 
professional match balls. From the creation of the first laceless ball to the modern 
32 panel design SELECT is dedicated to quality and committed to innovation. The 
legendary Brillant Super is the product of SELECT's commitment and dedication. 
Currently used as the official match ball in the top leagues of Denmark, Belgium, 
Sweden, Finland, Norway and Germany. 

2022 begins the fifth year of SELECT as the Official Ball Supplier of the USL. With 
the new season comes a new ball which showcases the branding specific to the 
USL Championship. 

S[LECl 
The Official Ball Supplier of the USL Championship 

www.select-sport.com/us 
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USL EXECUTIVE STAFF
USL EXECUTIVE STAFF

Alec Papadakis
USL Chief Executive Officer

Papadakis has served as the USL’s top executive since 2009. A former franchise 
attorney with four decades’ worth of domestic and international experience, 
Papadakis is the CEO and Managing Partner of NuRock Soccer Holdings and a 
Pro Council representa-tive on the U.S. Soccer Board of Directors. 

A former player for the Atlanta Chiefs and Boston Minutemen, Papadakis had a 
long, successful career in the U.S. at both the professional and collegiate level. 
He helped Atlanta to a 1971 regular-season championship and Boston to a 1974 
regular-season crown. Papadakis was a three-time, First Team All-American at 
Hartwick College (New York) and he also attended Ibero-American University 
in Mexico City before receiving his law degree at the University of Akron in 
1976. 

Papadakis’ legal focus has been U.S. and European franchise transactions. 
He also has practiced in the area of commercial real estate, acquisitions, 
devel¬opment, financing and leasing. He was the founder and first president 
of the Hellenic Franchise Associ-ation and holds affiliations with the Board of 
Advisors of International Quarterly, the International Franchise Association, 
the State Bar of Georgia, the American Hellenic Chamber of Commerce and 
the Board of Directors for the Hellenic American Institute in Washington, D.C. 
In 2019, through Papadakis’ leadership, the USL teamed with the Economist 
to host the Sports Business Summit for Southeast Europe in Athens, Greece. 
During Papadakis’ tenure as the USL’s CEO, the organization has expanded 
its profes-sional membership by almost 400 percent and produced growth 
in league attendance over the past decade of 1,125 percent as the USL 
Championship and League One wel-comed more than 3,000,000 fans during 
the 2019 campaign before last year’s pandem-ic-affected season.

Jake Edwards
USL President

Edwards has served as USL President since March 2, 2015. Since his arrival 
at the USL, he has played an integral role in creating and implementing 
the league’s long-term strategic plan, Destination 2020, which focused on 
expansion, the launch of media and commercial properties, the league’s 
partnership with Major League Soccer and stadium development. Edwards 
oversees a significant portion of the 60-plus staff at the USL HQ in Tampa, Fla., 
as well as the daily servicing of its 40-plus professional clubs.

Edwards, who joined the USL as the league’s Vice President in 2013, is a 
Manchester native and former professional soccer player whose career 
spanned 11 years, mostly for England-based clubs as well as USL Championship 
side the Charleston Battery. Ed-wards played collegiately for James Madison 
University in Virginia.

After completing his MBA from Warwick Business School in 2009, while also 
serving as commercial manager for Solihull Moors Football Club, Edwards was 
hired by Octagon, the global sports sponsorship agency. Based in Octagon’s 
London office, Edwards served as a business strategy consultant in the 
company’s rights holder side of the business. 

Justin Papadakis
USL COO & USL Chief Real Estate Officer

Papadakis joined the USL in 2014 when he was named President of Commercial 
Ven-tures in Decem¬ber of 2014. In May of 2016, he began his role as the 
league’s Chief Operating Officer before in the past year adding the title of 
Chief Real Estate Officer as he oversees one of the key area of the league’s 
growth in future years.

Arriving by way of DDR Corp, now called SITE Centers, Papadakis served as 
the real estate company’s leasing director for three years before advancing 
as the company’s business development director. Papadakis holds a Juris 
Doctorate from Cleveland-Mar-shall College of Law and earned a dual degree 
in Public Policy and Economics at Duke University, where he also played 
four seasons for the Blue Devils’ Men’s Soccer pro-gram. Papadakis is also a 
member of YPO, New York Metro Chapter.
 
Since joining the organization, Papadakis has led USL’s expansion efforts across 
the USL Championship and League One. Over the past four years he has 
facilitated an unprece-dented surge in soccer-specific and mixed-use stadium 
developments anchoring eco-nomic live, work and play projects across the 
country, extending far beyond the pitch while amplifying the fan experience 
for current and future USL communities.

Court Jeske
USL Executive Vice President

Jeske joined the USL as Executive Vice President in January of 2019, bringing 
his ex-tensive experience in the North American soccer industry to the 
organization’s senior management team.

Jeske previously served as both the Vice President of International Business for 
Major League Soccer & Soccer United Marketing, where for eight years he was 
a key figure in the organization’s strategic orchestration of international events 
for CONCACAF, the Mexican National Team, the United States Men’s and 
Women’s National Teams and elite clubs throughout Europe.  

Jeske then served as the founding Chief Executive Officer and a minority owner 
of Nashville SC as it launched its professional era in the USL Championship, 
during which time the club set Championship records for season ticket sales in 
an inaugural season and corporate partnership revenue. 

Since joining the USL, Jeske has played a key role in positioning the 
organization for the new decade, including leading the completion of a new 
United States media rights agreement with ESPN and new agreements with 
Premier Partners to lead the organiza-tion’s commercial representation.

Selected to the Sports Business Journal’s prestigious Forty Under 40 list of 
leading young sports executives in 2018, Jeske is also currently a member of 
the Soccerex USA Advisory Board. He graduated with a degree in Business 
Management from the Univer-sity of Oklahoma before earning the FIFA 
Master-M.A. in International Sports Business from the International Center for 
Sports Studies.

©2022 UNITED SOCCER LEAGUES, LLC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



622022 USL CHAMPIONSHIP MEDIA GUIDE

Chairman – Robert Hoskins, Chairman
Chief Executive Officer – Alec Papadakis
President – Jake Edwards
Chief Operating Officer & Chief Real Estate Officer – Justin Papadakis
Chief Financial Officer – Karen Gittens, CPA
President, Super League – Amanda Vandervort
SVP & General Counsel – Garrison Mason
Executive Vice President – Court Jeske
Executive Vice President – Brett Luy
SVP, Corporate Development & Partnerships – Josh Keller
SVP, Communications and Public Relations – Will Kuhns
SVP, Strategy & Engagement – Lizzie Seedhouse
SVP, Expansion Club Strategy – Steven Short
VP, People – Rachel Bukszar, PHR, SHRM-CP
VP, Club Services – John Cochol
VP, Club Expansion & Real Estate – Dan Holman
VP, League Operations – Dan Lohrs
VP, Women’s Soccer – Missy Price
VP, Youth & Pre-Professional – Joel Nash
VP, Consumer Products – Domenic Notarfrancesco
VP, Corporate Development – Matt Reda
VP, Club Expansion & Real Estate – Mark Richard
VP, Technology & Data Strategy – Adam Satz
Sporting Director – Mark Cartwright
Technical Director – Liam O’Connell
Sr. Director, Strategy – Cory Bernstine
Sr. Director, Facilities & Real Estate – Chris Boyajian
Sr. Director, Club Services – Marcus Myrick
Sr. Director, Super Y League – Christian Velasquez
Associate General Counsel – Michael Donadio
Director, Operations - USL Championship – Justen Braddock
Director, Creative Services – Matt Calvo
Director, Technology & Data – Expansion Club Strategy – Sophia Carbone
Director, Compliance – Eric Centner
Director, Operations & Technical Development, USL League Two – Jason Collister
Director, Partnership Marketing – Kelsey Gomes
Director, USL Super League – Betsy Haugh
Director, Administration – Tania Kerr
Director, Competition & Development, USL League Two – Chris Madden

Director, Strategic Communications – Will McClaran
Director, Operations, USL League One – Casey Mills
Director, Editorial – Nicholas Murray
Director, Merchandising – Nick Papadakis
Director, Expansion Club Strategy, Ticketing – Justin Recktenwald
Director, Operations, Super Y League – Jordan Rouse
Director, Technology & Data Services – Sam Schuler
Sr. Manager, Events – Vanessa DelGatto
Media Consultant – Michael Cohen
Ticketing & Club Services Manager – Shannon Amely
Social Media & Content Manager – Nina Cusmano
Social Media Coordinator – Tyler Tetzlaff 
Social Media & Content Coordinator – Maury Urcadez 
Social Media Coordinator – Homar Hernandez
Communications & Content Manager – Ethan Triebsch
Communications & Content Manager – Lisa Padan
Communications & Content Coordinator – Chase Campbell
Operations Manager, League Two – Kevin Minkovitz
Operations Manager, W League – Amy Ramras
Operations Manager, USL Academy – Leo Rogers
CPA Finance & Accounting Manager – Alex Weintraub
Accounting Associate – Renee Hill
Sr. Media Coordinator – Matt Fischer 
Graphic Artist – Sonjai Persaud
Graphic Artist – TJ Grier
Graphic Artist – Casey Brochhagen
Motion Graphic Designer & Video Editor – David Wright
Jr. Video Producer/Editor – Natalie Longroy
Creative Services Coordinator – Clay Benjamin
Digital Services Coordinator – Julie Fogarty
Digital Services Coordinator – Hillary Phu
Digital Services Coordinator – Will Johnson
Operations Coordinator, USL Academy – Holden Hartzog
Operations & Compliance Coordinator – Drayden Farci
Ticket Operations & Customer Service Coordinator – Lori McAfee
Partnership Marketing Coordinator – Arden McIntosh
Operations Coordinator, Super Y League – Katie Middleton
Operations Coordinator – Lucas Ohlman
Technology & Data Services Assistant – Julian Crockett

CHAMPIONSHIP RULES
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DISCIPLINE & CONDUCT

League Disciplinary Power
The League shall have the authority to suspend, fine, disqualify, or otherwise discipline players, team officials, or competing Teams for On-Field Misconduct and 
for off-field misconduct deemed by the League to be detrimental to the League, any Team, or the sport of soccer (“Detrimental Off-Field Misconduct”).   
“On-Field Misconduct” shall include misconduct that occurs in any stadium or playing facility, in and/or around the stadium or playing facility (involving any 
person(s) or property in or around the stadium or playing facility), including, but not limited to: the playing field, locker rooms, parking lots, spectator stands or 
other spectator facilities, and other back-of-house and underground areas, including those used by television production and other media), and which occurs at, 
during or in connection with any match or tournament in which the player competes.

The League Disciplinary Committee
The League Disciplinary Committee is a panel of League Directors covering the competition, operations, and compliance departments.  As delegates of the 
President, this committee makes decisions about discipline for Detrimental Off-Field Misconduct and On-Field Misconduct, subject to the review of the President.  
The League Disciplinary Committee makes decisions with a view towards allowing for a competitive, but fair, environment for all Teams to compete against each 
other. 

Independent Disciplinary Panel
The Independent Disciplinary Panel is comprised of three outside members, consisting of a former professional coach, a former professional referee, and a 
former professional player.  This panel is charged with the responsibility of reviewing any disciplinary matters deemed worthy of increased disciplinary measures 
(i.e. escalating a yellow card to a red card).  Any disciplinary decisions rendered by the Independent Disciplinary Panel will be final and cannot be appealed.

Disciplinary Process
The League Disciplinary Committee reviews disciplinary issues (including all send-offs) reported by the Referee, in addition to other incidents of On-Field 
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Misconduct or Detrimental Off-Field Misconduct.  The Disciplinary Committee conducts this review using match videos, official reports, individual accounts, and 
other pertinent information. Depending on the timeliness of the reports and match videos, the Disciplinary Committee will make every effort to issue rulings on 
cases in advance of the Team’s next League Game.

Player Caution Accumulation
Players exceeding the caution accumulation plateau(s) will begin serving their suspension in their next match. If a player receives two cautions in one match, 
these cautions will not count toward a player’s caution accumulation total. The USL also reserves the right to reevaluate player accumulation plateaus for player 
eligibility rulings, including playoffs, with the reserved power to postpone suspensions to the following season.

Players and staff accumulating the following number of caution/yellow cards throughout the season will be sanctioned as follows:

- Five total cautions - Fine
- Eight total cautions - one game suspension and fine
- 11 total cautions - two game suspension and fine
- 14 total cautions - three game suspension and fine

Caution accumulation suspensions can only affect regular-season games. For those players who reach a caution accumulation suspension at the end of the 
sea-son that suspension will not be implemented in any potential playoff games that season. Accumulations will be wiped clean at the end of the season. If a 
playerexceeds 14 cautions in a season, the league reserves the right to fine and suspend the player at its discretion.

Good Behavior Incentive
A player will automatically reduce his yellow card accumulation total by one yellow card each time he appears in five consecutive league games without a card 
or supplemental discipline. For clarity, a player cannot have a negative yellow card accumulation total; the Good Behavior Incentive reset can only reset to a 
zero-card total. This incentive will be automatically applied a maximum of three times through the course of the USL season. 

For example, a player on his third caution of the season appearing in five consecutive league matches without receiving a card or supplemental discipline re-
moves one (1) caution from his cumulative total, leaving the player with a total of two. This player now has two remaining Good Behavior Incentive opportunities 
for the 2018 Season. If that players completes five more consecutive league matches without receiving a card or supplemental discipline, one more caution is 
removed from his cumulative total leaving the player a total of one caution and one more Good Behavior Incentive opportunity.

Serving Suspensions During the Regular Season
Any player and/or coach sent off/dismissed during a regular season game will be fined and will be suspended from the next league regular season game.  A 
person who serves as both player and coach may not return as a player or a coach until the suspension has been served.  For the purposes of determining 
accumulations and game suspensions, any games that count as part of a team’s official League schedule shall be utilized.

Final Regular Season Game Send-off
Any player or coach sent off in a final regular season match must serve the suspension in the first playoff match, unless the season is over, in which case the 
suspension will be served in the team’s first League game the following season. 
 
Suspension during the Playoffs 
Any player and/or coach that is sent off or dismissed during the playoffs will be suspended from, at minimum, the next playoff game, unless the season is over, in 
which case the suspension will be served, at minimum, in the team’s first League game the following season.

Major Game Misconduct
The League Disciplinary Committee, in its sole and absolute discretion, may impose discipline (including fines and suspensions) against players, coaches or other 
team staff for Major Game Misconduct, regardless of whether the misconduct in question resulted in a card being awarded by the Match Official or was included 
in the Referee Game Report.  “Major Game Misconduct” is defined by the League and may include, without limitation, fighting, provoking a fight, criticizing Match 
Officials with words or gestures, entering the Match Officials’ locker room, physical contact with Match Officials separate from Referee Assault, using excessive 
force, deliberate attempts to injure, spitting, provoking crowd disorders, profane language that can be heard by the crowd or broadcast audience, obscene 
gestures, racist, homophobic, or derogatory comments, improper conduct during the national anthem, taunting, abuse of spectators and others, failure to leave 
the field when instructed by the Match Official to do so, improper conduct following the award of a card, excessive delay tactics, excessive and obvious feigning 
of injuries, or other unsportsmanlike conduct detrimental to the League and the sport of soccer in general.

Red Card and Second Yellow Card Appeal 
Within 24 hours after the completion of a match, a team may request a review of a red card or the second yellow card, if a player or staff member receives two 
yellow cards in a match, to rectify a case where a serious  and obvious error has occurred. 

Suspension and Fine Appeal
Within 24 hours after the USL Championship distributes its Weekly Discipline Report, a team may appeal a suspension and/or fine that is greater than the 
established minimum fine and suspension amounts. The USL Championship must receive the appeal in writing via email.

Cross League and Competition Suspensions
Players joining the USL (on loan or through transfer) may be subject to any suspension that has been levied by other competitions. The USL shall determine if it 
will permit a player who receives a red card or other supplemental discipline in another competition for an egregious act to play in USL matches. As per USSF 
policy, supplemental discipline issued for referee assault/abuse shall preclude the suspended individual from participating in any soccer competition until the 
suspension has expired.

Players who are suspended in any cup competition such as the Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup, Canadian Championship or CONCACAF Champions League are not 
automatically suspended in the USL. The USL will independently review the action and suspension and have the right to implement supplemental discipline in the 
USL Disciplinary Committee, if it determines the player’s behavior was deemed to be egregious.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROSTER REGULATIONS

Player Classifications
A. Professional Player
A professional player is a player who signs a professional registration form with the team’s applicable Federation, a professional player contract with the USL 
Championship and receives, or has received, payment beyond actual and necessary expenses for playing soccer. Players on loan are not deemed professional 
players unless there is not a right to recall. A professional player may only be registered with one team and may play only for the team to which he is registered, 
except in the following two instances:
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1. Team has filed a completed loan agreement and supplement with the League Office.

2. Player competes for another team in an exhibition, all-star, benefit or some other non-League game with the consent of the team holding his contract

B. Academy Players
In addition to the 30 Active Players allowed on the Master Roster, a team may register up to five (5) active Academy Players, which do not count against the 30 
players on the Master Roster and are allowed to participate in all competitions. After the first five Academy Players rostered, Academy Players will count against 
the Master Roster.

To be considered an Academy Player, all of the following must be in place: a) player is under the age of 21 as of the official start date of the current season, b) 
player cannot compete (or have ever previously have competed) in any NCAA or NAIA university or college soccer program, and c) player has never been 
signed or registered as a professional soccer player as recognized by FIFA. The Academy Player must play for a club which conducts its activities (home games 
and/or training) within the team’s franchise territory or play for a club which has a documented affiliation with the team. In the latter scenario, the affiliated club 
outside the territory of the team must not be in the territory of another Championship team, and the team must register all documented affiliate clubs with the 
League Office prior to the season or upon completion of the affiliation agreement. Additionally, teams with MLS affiliations can use the Academy Players of their 
MLS affiliate. 

No Academy Player may register or participate as an Academy Player with more than one Championship club during a season. Academy players may not be 
loaned.

Academy Players that are classified as international count against a team’s maximum of seven international players. Academy Players must be registered as an 
amateur with the USL Championship team or its formally-recognized MLS affiliate. Teams may make Academy Players active or inactive on the Master Roster. 
Inactive Academy Players do not count towards the roster maximum or the international player maximum. 
There cannot be more than five (5) Academy Players listed on the Game Day Lineup. 

Master Roster
Master Roster Guidelines
Master Roster Regulations: Each Team’s Master Roster may consist of up to 30 Active Players, as further set forth below. Inactive Players do not count towards a 
Team’s Master Roster.

(1) A maximum of 7 players on the Master Roster may be International Players, pending the trade or sale of international roster spots.  
 Academy Players count towards this 7-player maximum.

(2) Beginning two (2) weeks prior to the start of the Regular Season, each Team must have a total of 14 or more Professional Players on its Master Roster.  
 In general, these players must be signed to the Standard Player Agreement. A total of 11 of these players must be signed to Guaranteed Contracts.   
 However, up to 2 players season-long loan from another team, may count towards a Club’s Professional Player count, provided that the players’   
 parent club has no right to recall the player during the Season.

a. If a Club falls below the requisite Professional Player count at any point during the Season, and for any reason, the Club must remedy the situation within  
 a reasonable amount of time as determined by the League. 

(3) Players signed to a Standard Player Agreement and not out on loan must be Active Players.  Teams may designate players who are out on loan, in on   
 loan, or Academy Players as Inactive Players.

(4) Teams may include up to 5 Academy Players on its Master Roster without these players counting against the 30 player limit (although they do count   
 toward the International Player limits).  After the first 5 Academy Players rostered, Academy Players will count against the 30 player limit to the    
 Master Roster.

(5) Per FIFA, players may be registered to 3 teams during a given season. However, players are only eligible to compete for 2 teams during that time. As   
 an exception, a player moving between 2 teams with overlapping seasons (i.e. team 1 begins its season in the fall, and team 2 begins its season    
 in the spring/summer) may participate for all three teams. Per USSF, if a player competes for 2 teams under the same ownership umbrella    
 (i.e., Atlanta United and Atlanta United FC 2) his participation on both clubs only counts as 1 registration as far as this particular rule is concerned.

(6) Under no circumstance may a Team add a player (academy, on loan, or professional) to its roster if it released that same player earlier that season.

Master Roster Freeze 
After the Roster Freeze Deadline, no Team may add a player to its Master Roster.  Additionally, after the Roster Freeze Deadline, a Team may not change a 
player’s active or inactive status.   The League will not allow “deals in progress” or “extensions” to go beyond the deadline for any reason; player movement must 
be finalized and approved prior to the Roster Freeze Deadline.  For purposes of visas and other pending documentation for incoming players, all documents 
must be approved by the League, and if warranted, by MLS and USSF, prior to the Roster Freeze Deadline.  For the remainder of the Season, only players who 
are Active Players as of the Roster Freeze Deadline may participate in the competition.

For avoidance of doubt, however, the League will allow player movement out of the League, even after the Roster Freeze Deadline.

The Roster Freeze Deadline is Friday, September 23, 2022 at 1 PM Eastern Time.

Playoff Eligibility 
Any field player on loan from another team (including intra-League loans) must play a minimum of 5 regular-season Games to be eligible to play in the playoffs.  
One of these Games must occur prior to the Roster Freeze Date. This rule does not apply to Academy Players. However, Players signed to 25-Day Contracts are 
not eligible for the Playoffs. 



652022 USL CHAMPIONSHIP MEDIA GUIDE©2022 UNITED SOCCER LEAGUES, LLC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Loan Guidelines
a. Championship > Championship:  Each Championship Team is permitted to receive or loan a maximum of 2 players from/to each Championship Team in  
 any given Season.  An individual player may not be intra-league loaned more than once per season. 

b. Championship > MLS: There is no restriction on the number of players a Team may loan to MLS Teams.  Players a Team loans to an MLS Team will remain  
 on the Team’s Master Roster. For players to move freely between the Championship Team and the MLS Team throughout the season, the teams must have  
 a documented affiliation with one another.

c. MLS > Championship: There is no maximum number of players a Team may receive on loan from MLS Teams, except that the Team must have space on   
 its Master Roster to add any player on loan. Additionally, there is no maximum number of MLS players which may compete on a given Team during the   
 season.  For players to move freely between the MLS Team and the Championship Team throughout the season, the teams must have a documented   
 affiliation with one another.

d. Championship > League One: There is no maximum number of players a Team may loan to a League One team.  All loaned players shall remain on the   
 Championship Team’s Master Roster.  For players to move freely between the Championship Team and the League One Team throughout the season, the  
 teams must have a documented affiliation with one another.

e. League One > Championship: There is no maximum number of players a Team may receive on loan from League One team, except that the Team must   
 have space on its Master Roster to add any player on loan.  Additionally, there is no maximum number of League One players which may compete on 
 a given Championship Team during the season.  For players to move freely between the League One team and the Championship Team throughout the   
 season, the teams must have a documented affiliation with one another.

Loan Players in the Playoffs
A loaned player must compete (play in a match, not just be rostered or appear on the Game-Day Lineup) in at least five regular-season Games for a specific 
Team to be eligible for the playoffs with that Team, one of which must occur prior to the Roster Freeze Date.

23-Man Game Day Player Pool
All players must be rostered (i.e. registered with the League and Federation) and active prior to their inclusion in a Team’s 23-Man Game Day Player Pool. 
Suspended players cannot be included in the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool. Should a player be successfully rostered (provided all registration paperwork and 
ITC cleared before the applicable match registration deadline) and fall within the 48-24-hour window, they may be added to the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool; 
however, the change will be subject to the opposing team’s approval in accordance with Master Roster Guidelines.

Teams are required to submit their 23-Man Game Day Player Pool of players that are available and active for a match 48-hours prior to each match. Between 48 
and 24-hours prior to the match, any change to that Game Day Player Pool must be approved by the opposing team and the League. There will be no changes 
allowed to the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool less than 24 hours prior to a match. Failure to submit the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool 48 hours prior to the 
match will result in a minimum fine of $500. Failure to submit the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool in alphabetical order will result in a minimum fine of $50. All 
appropriate parties must be included on the correspondence for the standard to be met. All times are subject to change in accordance with the best interests 
of the game and in the spirit of the intent of this rule in the League’s absolute discretion. The League reserves the right to override approvals or denials of the 
opposing team.

No player may be simultaneously active on the Master Roster of two separate teams in two different leagues. The only exception to this rule occurs if a player 
has been listed as active on a USL Championship team’s 23-Man Game Day Player Pool, which is submitted to the League no later than 48 hours prior to the 
match. In such an instance, a player may remain active in both systems. Any player that does not meet this exception must be listed as inactive in the USL 
Championship registration system to participate on a separate team in a different league. No player may be listed on the active roster for two separate teams in 
two different leagues on the same day. Failure to meet this standard will result in a minimum fine of $500.

If a player not included on the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool participates in the match in any capacity, including being available on the bench for selection, it 
will result in a minimum fine of $1,000. On the day of the game, during the roster exchange, game day lineups must be cross-referenced with the 23-Man Game 
Day Player Pools from each club to ensure all players included on the lineup have also been included on the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool. In the event that 
any of the parties involved with the exchange identify that a player included on the lineup was not previously listed on the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool, the 
designated League contact listed on the match preview must be notified and the player will not be able to compete in the match. If this occurs, the team is 
permitted to replace the lineup spot with a player who has been included on the 23-Man Game Day Player Pool provided the opposing team has the same 
opportunity based on the number of available players at the match (i.e. the opposing team has 19 or more players available for selection). The home team and 
visiting team must also submit a copy of their Official Game Day Lineup to the League 60 minutes prior to the start of the match via the Teamworks platform to 
meet the standard.


