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2022 KNIGHTS SCHEDULE
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Zaleski, 40, returns to the Knights after first being named Charlotte’s 
pitching coach in 2020. He spent his first season as the team’s 
pitching coach in 2021 after the 2020 season was cancelled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Arlington Heights, IL native spent 
six seasons as a pitcher with the Knights from 2009-2014. He 
appeared in 92 games with the Knights and is the all-time leader 
in franchise history in games started (74) and is second in franchise 
history in innings pitched (437.2). Overall, Zaleski appeared in a 
total of 316 games a minor league pitcher (2004-14). As a pitching 
coach, he began his career with Great Falls in 2016. He later spent 
time with Kannapolis (2017) and Winston-Salem (2018-2019).

Matt Zaleski  PITCHING COACH

Gastonia, NC native Wes Helms is back in the Queen City for a 
second consecutive season to manage the Charlotte Knights for the 
2022 season. A 1994 graduate of Ashbrook High School (Gastonia, 
NC), Helms made his managerial debut in 2021 with the Knights. 
Helms, 45, was originally slated to make his managerial debut 
with the Knights in 2020 before the season was cancelled in June 
(2020) due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, he spent 2020 at 
the Chicago White Sox alternate training site in Schaumburg, IL. 

Wes Helms  MANAGER
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Powell, a native of Brighton, IL, enters his 11th year in Chicago’s 
system. He first joined Charlotte’s staff for the 2016 season. Before 
his time with the Knights, Powell spent two seasons as the strength 
and conditioning coach with High-A Winston-Salem (2012 and 
2015) and two seasons with Double-A Birmingham (2013-14) in 
the same capacity. In addition, he spent 13 years with the New 
York Yankees as a strength and conditioning coach (1989-99) and 
assistant to their front office (2004-05). He also worked for the 
NBA’s New Jersey Nets (1999-2003). More recently, Powell worked 
with Darryl Strawberry on the book “Don’t Give Up on Me” in 2017.

Shawn Powell  PERFORMANCE COACH

A native of Needmore, PA, Barton returns to the Knights for the 
2022 season after being named to Charlotte’s staff for the first time 
in 2020. Before that, he spent time as a trainer in the Chicago White 
Sox organization with Birmingham (2018-19), the AZL White Sox 
(2014-17), Kannapolis (2013), Winston-Salem (2011-12) and Bristol 
(2005-10). He was named as the Appalachian League Trainer of the 
Year in 2007 and 2009.

Cory Barton  TRAINER

Johnson, 37, returns to the Knights and the Chicago White Sox 
organization for his second consecutive season. He joined the 
organization for the 2021 season. As a player, Johnson spent parts of 
eight seasons in the majors with Houston (2009-11, 2012), Arizona 
(2012), Atlanta (2013-15), Cleveland (2015) and Miami (2016). He 
was originally drafted by the Astros in the fourth round of the 2006 
MLB Amateur Draft out of Stetson University. The Naples, FL native 
compiled a .275 career batting average in 839 major league games. 

Chris Johnson  HITTING COACH
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CLICK ON A PLAYER TO VIEW THEIR STATS

Luis Basabe
OUTFIELDER

Wes Benjamin
PITCHER

Jake Burger
THRID BASE

Will Carter
PITCHER

Nick Cuiffo
CATCHER

Brandon Finnegan
PITCHER
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Jameson Fisher
OUTFIELDER

Matt Foster
PITCHER

Romy Gonzalez
SHORTSTOP

Adam Haseley
OUTFIELDER

Tyler Johnson
PITCHER

Ryder Jones
FIRST BASE

Patrick Kivlehan
THIRD BASE

Kyle Kubat
PITCHER

Jimmy Lambert
PITCHER

CLICK ON A PLAYER TO VIEW THEIR STATS
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Jhan Mariñez
PITCHER

Kade McClure
PITCHER

Zach Muckenhirn
SHORTSTOP

Nate Nolan
CATCHER

John Parke
PITCHER

Mark Payton
OUTFIELDER

Andrew Pérez
PITCHER

Carlos Pérez
CATCHER

Zach Remillard
PITCHER

CLICK ON A PLAYER TO VIEW THEIR STATS
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Yacksel Ríos
PITCHER

Laz Rivera
SHORTSTOP

Blake Rutherford
OUTFIELDER

Hunter Schryver
PITCHER

Anderson Severino
PITCHER

Dwight Smith, Jr
OUTFIELDER

Emilio Vargas
PITCHER

CLICK ON A PLAYER TO VIEW THEIR STATS
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MEMPHIS REDBIRDS
Manager: Ben Johnson, Hitting Coach: Brandon Allen, Pitching 
Coach: Dernier Orozco, Trainer: Dan Martin, Strength & Conditioning 
Coach: Frank Witkowski

Triple-A: Since 1998 
2021 Record: 61-67, 5th in Triple-A East Southeast Division

CHARLOTTE VS. MEMPHIS
The Charlotte Knights welcome the Memphis Redbirds to Truist 
Field from Tuesday, April 12 to Sunday, April 16. This six-game series 
features the first-ever appearance by the Redbirds to Truist Field in 
Uptown Charlotte. The two teams will also meet in Uptown Charlotte 
for a six-game series from Tuesday, May 31 to Sunday, June 5. The 
Knights make one trip to Memphis this season from Tuesday, August 
23 to Sunday, August 28. 

SERIES FACTS
The Charlotte Knights and Memphis Redbirds met for the first-time 
ever as Triple-A affiliates last season. Memphis played host to the 
Knights in the final series of the 2021 season from Wednesday, 
September 29 to Sunday, October 3. The opening game of that series 
was the first time the two teams ever met as Triple-A affiliates. Before 
that, the last time a Charlotte team played a Memphis team was in 
1992 when the teams were members of the Double-A Southern 
League. That year, the Knights, as an affiliate of the Chicago Cubs, 
finished 2nd in their division - led by Steve Trachsel’s 13 wins for the 
Knights pitching staff.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEMPHIS’ CURRENT ROSTER
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2021 HEAD-TO-HEAD
The Knights were 0-3 against Memphis in 2021 during the team’s 
only series of the season, which took place at AutoZone Park in 
Memphis (September 29-October 3). The two teams were supposed 
to play a five-game series, but two of the games were postponed 
due to inclement weather. Infielders Jake Burger and Romy Gonzalez 
hit .300 apiece in the series. Gonzalez had drove home three of 
Charlotte’s seven runs in the series. 

CHARLOTTE CONNECTION
Charlotte, NC native Mike Shildt managed the Memphis Redbirds for 
two seasons (2015-16). Shildt grew up working in the clubhouse for 
the Charlotte O’s, the Double-A affiliate of the Baltimore Orioles. His 
mom, Lib, was the team’s administrative assistant. In 2016, Shildt 
made his Truist Field debut as he coached the Pacific Coast League 
All-Stars during the 2016 Triple-A All-Star Game in Charlotte. He 
managed the St. Louis Cardinals from 2018-2021 and was named 
National League Manager of the Year in 2019.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW MEMPHIS’ CURRENT ROSTER

25





27

THE GAME. THE VIEW. THE FUN.



JACKSONVILLE JUMBO SHRIMP
Manager: Darren Brown, Hitting Coach: Phil Plantier, Pitching Coach: 
Jeremy Powell, Defensive Coach: Jose Ceballos, Trainer: Eric Reigelsberger, 
Strength & Conditioning Coach: Tim Rodmaker

Triple-A: Since 2021
2021 Record: 75-55, 2nd in Triple-A East Southeast Division

CHARLOTTE VS. JACKSONVILLE
The Charlotte Knights welcome the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp to Truist 
Field from Tuesday, April 26 to Sunday, May 1. This six-game series is the 
first of two appearances by the Jumbo Shrimp to Truist Field this season. 
The ‘Shrimp will also be in Uptown Charlotte from Tuesday, June 14 to 
Sunday, June 19. The Knights will make two trips to 121 Financial Ballpark 
in Jacksonville this season (Friday, July 2 to Sunday, July 24 and again 
from Tuesday, September 20 to Sunday, September 25). 

SERIES FACTS
Charlotte and Jacksonville consistently faced off when both franchises 
were members of the Southern League. From 1976 to 1987, the Charlotte 
O’s, the Double-A affiliate of the Baltimore Orioles, faced the Jacksonville 
Suns (1976-1984) and later faced the Jacksonville Expos (1985-87). The 
Charlotte O’s was renamed to the Charlotte Knights in 1988 (the franchise 
was sold by the Crockett family to George Shinn after the 1987 season) 
and the Knights faced the Jacksonville Expos from 1988 to 1992 while 
Charlotte was a Double-A team in the Southern League. The Knights were 
the Double-A affiliate of the Orioles in 1988 and then the Chicago Cubs 
from 1989-92. 
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2021 HEAD-TO-HEAD
The Knights went 14-16 against the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp last 
season. As a team, the Knights hit .252 with 47 home runs and 141 RBIs 
against the Jumbo Shrimp last season. Outfielder Mikie Mahtook hit a 
team-best eight home runs against the Shrimp last year. Infielders Tim 
Beckham and Zach Remillard finished second with six home runs each. On 
the mound, right-handed pitchers Jonathan Stiever and Mike Wright both 
led the Knights with two wins apiece against the Redbirds. 

HANK AARON
In 1953 as a 19-year-old, Hall of Fame slugger Hank Aaron appeared in 
137 games for the Jacksonville Braves, the South Atlantic League affiliate 
of the Milwaukee Braves. That season, Aaron hit .362 (208-for-574) with 
115 runs scored, 36 doubles, 14 triples, 22 home runs, 125 RBIs and 13 
stolen bases. 

MORE NOTABLE JACKSONVILLE ALUM
Hall of Fame pitchers Tom Seaver (1966) 
and Nolan Ryan (1967) pitched for the 
Jacksonville Suns when the team was 
the International League (Triple-A) 
affiliate of the New York Mets. In 1987, 
Hall of Famers Randy Johnson and 
Larry Walker were key members of the 
Jacksonville Expos (Double-A affiliate of 
the Montreal Expos). Johnson posted 
an impressive 11-8 record with a 3.73 
ERA in 140.0 innings pitched. Walker 
hit .287 and led the team in home runs 
(26) and stolen bases (24). The Charlotte 
O’s beat the Jacksonville Expos in the 
Southern League playoffs in 1987. From 
2007-2008, Clayton Kershaw pitched in 
18 games for the Jacksonville Suns (Los 
Angeles Dodgers’ Double-A affilate).

CLICK HERE TO VIEW
JACKSONVILLE’S CURRENT ROSTER
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The 2021 season was the first for infielder Zach Remillard 
at the Triple-A level and the New York native found 
himself among the team leaders in several offensive 
categories. Now, the 28-year-old looks to take another 
step forward as he embarks on his second season with 
the Charlotte Knights in 2022. 

WHITE SOX ORGANIZATION
Originally drafted by the Chicago White Sox in the 10th 
round of the 2016 MLB June Amateur Draft, Remillard 
worked his way through the organization and earned 
a promotion to the Knights on May 19, 2021. At the 
time of his promotion from Double-A Birmingham, he 
was hitting .295 (13-for-44) with 13 runs scored, two 
doubles, one triple, one home run, seven RBIs and four 
stolen bases in 13 games with the Barons. 

KNIGHT TIME
Appearing in 82 games with the Charlotte Knights last 
season, the Coastal Carolina University product launched 

(continued on page 33)
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12 home runs – good for the third-best mark on the 
team behind Mikie Mahtook (26) and Jake Burger 
(18). He also had success on the base paths and led 
the Knights in stolen bases with 10. Additionally, he 
finished third on the club in walks (27) and tied for 
fourth in runs scored (40). 

NOTABLE
Remillard entered the 2018, 2020 and 2021 seasons 
ranked by Baseball America as having the Best Infield 
Arm in the Chicago White Sox system. In 2019, he was 
named a Carolina League midseason and postseason 
All-Star thanks to a solid season with the Winston-
Salem Dash in which he hit .289 (103-for-357) in 95 
games. 

COLLEGE DAYS
A four-year starter at Coastal Carolina, Remillard 
excelled during his senior year in 2016 – which 
turned out to be a historic year for the Chanticleers. 
For the season, he hit .345 with 17 doubles, two 
triples, 19 home runs, 72 RBIs and 15 stolen bases 
over 72 games and helped guide the Chanticleers to 
a National Championship in 2016. The Chanticleers 
beat Arizona two games to one in the College World 
Series to earn the program’s first NCAA National 
Championship.
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Since April 15, 2004, Major League Baseball has celebrated 
Jackie Robinson Day. Every year on that day, players from all 
around the majors -- and countless other teams from around 
Minor League Baseball -- honor the legacy of Jackie Robinson 
by wearing #42 on their jerseys. Even more so, they stand for 
what Jackie Robinson stood for when he broke the color barrier 
on April 15, 1947 -- equality. 

Now, as the 75th anniversary of Jackie’s debut is on the horizon, 
baseball is set to celebrate his achievements and the Knights 
are planning a big Negro Leagues Night this year at Truist Field. 

In Charlotte, the Knights have honored the legacy of Jackie 
Robinson as well as the history of the Negro Leagues. Since 2014, 
the Knights have held a special Tribute to the Negro Leagues at 
the ballpark. At these games each season, all players on the 
Knights take the field in wear #42 on their jerseys and former 
players from the Negro Leagues come out to the ballpark to 
share their stories. In addition, a traveling museum is set up on 
the concourse by Ray Banks, a Negro Leagues historian. Local 
Negro Leagues historian, Michael Turner Webb, is also a part of 
the night to share the history of the Negro Leagues. It is truly a 
special game each year.

The Knights were scheduled to host their 7th Annual Negro 
Leagues Tribute during the 2020 season. With the 100th 
Anniversary of the Negro Leagues that year, the celebration was 
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one many looked for to attending. The team had many big plans 
for the game. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the season was first postponed and then ultimately cancelled. 
In 2021, with restrictions and many protocols still in place, 
the night was not held for a second consecutive year. That all 
changes this year as the Charlotte Knights 7th Annual Negro 
Leagues Night is set for Friday, April 15 on the 75th anniversary 
of Jackie Robinson breaking the color barrier.

Much like in past seasons, the Knights will continue to honor 
the memory of Jackie Robinson, Eddie G.G. Burton and all of 
the players who have paved the way. Former Negro Leagues 
players will be on hand for this year’s game, Banks will once 
again bring his museum and the Knights will wear #42 jerseys 
when they face the Memphis Redbirds at 7:04 p.m. at Truist 
Field. 
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Beer Portable - Sec 101
Appalachian Mt. Long Leaf IPA
Austin East Pineapple
Catawba White Zombie
Michelob Ultra
New Belgiim Fat Tire Amble Ale
New Belgium Juicy Haze IPA
Southern Tier Hazy Daze
SweetWater 420 Extra Pale Ale
Wicked Weed Coastal Love
Crafts of the QC - Sec 102
Birdsong Paradise
OMB Copper
NoDa Jam Session
Red Oak Hummingbird
Red Oak Lager
Sycamore Mt. Candy
Garage BBQ - Sec 103
Blue Blaze Pink Blazer
Blue Blaze Yellow
Bud Light
Golden Road Mango
Stella Artois
Summit No Shoes
Wicked Weed Pernicious
Beer Portable - Sec 103
Bud Light
Budweiser
Golden Road Mango
Michelob Ultra
Stella Artois
Wicked Weed Daylight
Wicked Weed - Sec 104
Wicked Weed Burst 
Wicked Weed Coastal Love
Wicked Weed Dr. Dank
Wicked Weed Pernicious
Flashpoint Grille - Sec 105
Bud Light
Michelob Ultra
Yuengling
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Budweiser Wagon - Sec 109
Budweiser
Birdsong All Knight Long
Catawba White Zombie
Golden Road Mango
OMB Captain Jack
OMB Copper
NoDa Radio Haze
Stella Artois
Sycamore Mt. Candy
Wicked Weed Coastal Love
Beers of the World - Sec 110
Catawba Zombie
OMB Captain Jack
Southern Tier Hazy Daze
Smokies - Sec 110
Blue Moon
Bud Light
Corona Premier
Domino’s Pizza - Sec 111
Golden Road Mango Cart
NoDa Hop Drop ‘n Roll
NoDa Jam Session
Southern Tier Hazy Daze
Sycamore Mountain Candy
Franx - Sec 114
Austin Eastciders
Appalachian Mt. Long Leaf IPA
Birdsong All Knight Long
Birdsong Higher Ground IPA
Catawba White Zombie
Gilde Pilsener
New Belgium Fat Tire
New Belgium Juicy Haze IPA
Red Oak Humming Bird
Red Oak Lager
Southern Tier Hazy Daze
SweetWater 420 Extra Pale Ale
Wicked Weed Coastal Love

Beer Portable - Sec 116
Austin Eastciders Pineapple
Blue Blaze Pink Blazer 
Blue Blaze Yellow Blazer
New Belgium Juice Force IPA
New Belgium Juicy Haze IPA 
Summit Seltzer No Shoes Allowed
Summit Seltzer Shoobie 
SweetWater 420 Extra Pale Ale
SweetWater Blue
BBQ - Sec 117
NoDa Jam Session
OMB Copper
Beer Portable - Sec 120
Bud Light
Golden Road Mango
Stella Artois
Wicked Weed Dr Dank
The Show - Sec 122
Blue Moon
Bud Light
Miller Lite
OMB - Sec 123
OMB Captain Jack
OMB Copper
OMB Hornets Nest
Circle K Corner Club - Sec 123
Austin Eastciders Pineapple
Bud Light
Gilde Pilsener
Miller Lite
Stella Artois
Sycamore Mt. Candy
Flashpoint Express - Centerfield
Blue Moon
Bud Light
Golden Road Mango
Leinekugel’s Summer Shandy
Miller Light
Stella Artois
Yuengling

A guide to finding the draft beers available at Truist Field
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