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VISITING ROSTER

COLORADD SPRINGS

1 Jeff Caldwell GOALKEEPER 20 Ben Mines MIDFIELDER
5  Matthew Mahoney DEFENDER 271 Aaron Wheeler FORWARD
6 Cameron Lindley MIDFIELDER 292 Kyler Tate DEFENDER
7  Malik Johnson MIDFIELDER 23 Elvis Amoh FORWARD
8 Zachary Zandi MIDFIELDER 27 Macauley King DEFENDER
10 Hadji Barry FORWARD 30 Christian Herrera GOALKEEPER
11  Michee Ngalina FORWARD 31 Dennis Erdmann DEFENDER
13  Steven Echeverria MIDFIELDER 33 Isaiah Foster DEFENDER
15 Jimmy Ockford DEFENDER 44 Shawn Mantey GOALKEEPER
16  Beverly Makangila MIDFIELDER 55 Tristan Hodge DEFENDER
17 Issa Rayyan MIDFIELDER 90 Khariton Belmar FORWARD
BRENDAN BURK - HEAD COACH
[TEAMISE5 $HOP |

ME JWHE

SUGAR SKULL HAT
6 EL CHUGO T-SHIRT

AVAILABLE IN-STORE ONLY
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Find tickets at eplocomotivefc.com/tickets
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GAMES PLAYED 20
GOALSFOR 98
GOALSAGAINST 24
GOALSPER MATCH 18
ALLOWED PER MATCH 1.2
CLEAN SHEETS 7
YELLOW CARDS 57
RED CARDS 3
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El Paso Locomotive
recent weeks. Just I3 ORI _' team played
three games in seveoays; 68N a win and
two draws — one of thoseidraws coming despite
W15 minutes. The

as the team on a
oS aiming to.
extend with a statement win against Colorado
Springs Switchbacks FC this Saturday.

On Saturday, July 9, El Paso Locomotive will
host a Colorado-Springs-Switchbacks FC side
“that has established itself as a leader in the
Western Conference this season. Touted as one
of the best teams in the league for 2022,
Switchbacks FC sits second in the West going
into the weekend with 12 wins and only five
losses in the season.

unstoppable in

b from Colorado Springs is one of the

namic teams in the USL Championship

| right now, with nine goal scorers and eight
players making assists. Of course, leading the
attacking front is the 2021 USL Championship
Golden Bagt winner, Hadji Barry.

This year, Barry iSsRc® again fighting for the
Golden Boot, tied# rd in the league with 10
goals this seaso Guinean striker also
leads his side wi assists making him one
of the most dang attacking players in the
league. As it stands, Colorado Springs
Switchbacks has 36 goals in their 17 games,
the third highest in the league right behind El

\The
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Paso Locomotive’s 38.

Away from Weidner Field, Colorado Springs
has seen a fair amount of success. With six
wins and two losses, the Switchbacks side is
just as successful on the road as it is at
home. However, for the first time in the 2022
USL Championship season, the successful
Switchbacks side finds itself toe-to-toe with El
Paso Locomotive FC at Southwest University
Park.

El Paso Locomotive and Colorado Springs
Switchbacks have met in the regular season
10 times since 2019. After 10 matches,
Switchbacks FC has never got the better of the
Locos. Locomotive has earned a full three
points in five games while the other five
resulted in draws. At Southwest University
Park, Locomotive holds a 4-O-1 record against
Switchbacks FC and is hoping that it can
extend that record with a statement victory.

“We want to play the best. We want to beat
the best,” said Midfielder Eric Calvillo after
training on Tuesday. “To be the be the best,
you have to beat the best. From what the
league says they are one of the best teams.
Obviously, they have judged us from the
beginning from the start that we had even
though we know we are one of the best in this
league, so this weekend is a statement to us
and the whole league.”

The first weeks of the 2022 USL
Championship season continues to haunt El
Paso Locomotive FC. There is an air that
Locomotive is still being judged by those first
four games, despite the El Paso side only
losing twice in the last 16 games. To claim
three points against a Switchbacks side who
has been dubbed as juggernaut in 2022 would
be big statement that Locomotive is still one of
— if not the — best team in the league.

When asked about what he sees in Colorado
Springs Switchbacks FC, Head Coach John
Hutchinson was quick to recognize Switchback
FC’s success. He admitted the Colorado
Springs side is a good team that has good
attacking players and has been well coached
to the success they're seeing now.

Just before sharing praise for their weekend’s
opponents form however, Hutchinson answered
the question by saying “I think we’re the best
team in the league.”

There is a lot to put weight behind Hutchinson’s
claim. Going into the weekend of Week 18, El
Paso Locomotive FC has the longest undefeated
streak in the league with nine games. Tampa Bay
Rowdies and San Antonio FC are the closest to
matching the Locos streak with eight and five
games undefeated respectively.

Aside from the success on the field, it's the
culture building in the club that makes El Paso
Locomotive one of the best teams in the league.

“They have good character. It’s a good changing
room with good people. They’ve shown it all year
that they will fight for each other,” said
Hutchinson. “Every game they have played this
season the effort is always there and that’s
something we appreciate as staff. Seeing them
scoring late is no issues, seeing them scoring
chances - at least we are creating them. We had a
lot of chances to win in both [Rio Grande Valley
and Atlanta] and we are working really hard on
taking them but the effort from this team is
always there.”

The effort of the squad has shown through the
heart and the determination on the pitch. The
team competes from the first to the final whistle.
The work on the pitch all begins in training.
Throughout training, the team is constantly
working with one another to build on its defense —
an effort that shown through five clean sheets in
the last nine games. After the training session
officially ends, the team works on their own to
practice forward runs and shooting to clean up in
front goal leading to Locomotive being the second
highest scoring team in the league.

As two of the highest scoring teams, the
Saturday night match between Locomotive and
Switchbacks is set to be a spectacle. It will be
another showcase of El Paso’s grit and locker
room culture as the team looks to extend its
league-best nine game undefeated streak.
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Register at eplocomotivefc.com/kidsclub
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Buenos Aires, Argentina

LANGUAGES SPOKEN
English and Spanish

HOBBIES
Cooking, playing guitar

FAUORITE MOUIE

Interstellar

3 FAUORITE PLAYER
~ OUTSIDE SOGGER
Rafael Nadal

FAUORITE SOGGER TEAM

Barcelona

IDEAL GAREER BESIDES SOGGER

Entrepreneur
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We Sell More Than Just Great New Vehicles!
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