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PRIME BENEFACTORS

The Kohl Center, set to open in
January, is named for U.S. Sen.
Herb Kohl (D-Wisconsin), a 1956
graduate of the UW-Madison,
who donated $25 million to the
project. Kohl’s gift is the single
largest private donation in
University history. Kohl earned
his Bachelor of Science degree in
American Institutions from
Wisconsin-Madison.

Former all-Big Ten basketball
player Albert “Ab” Nicholas and
his wife, Nancy Johnson Nicholas,
pledged $10 million toward the
project. For their generosity, the
facility’s practice gymnasium will
be named the Nicholas-Johnson
Pavilion. Nicholas received his
B.S. and M.B.A. degrees from the
UW-Madison.

Another financial boost to the
project came in the form of a $2.5
million gift from the Kellner fami-
ly — Jack F. and his sons, Ted and
Jack W. — of Milwaukee. All
three Kellners received degrees
from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

THE CONSTRUCTION

The facility will cost $76 million
with $49 million coming from pri-
vate gifts and $27 million in state
program revenue bonds, which
will be repaid with proceeds from
operation of the Kohl Center by
the Department of Athletics.
There will be no taxpayer or
University funding involved in
the construction or operation of
the Kohl Center.

EVENTS TO BE STAGED

Wisconsin men’s and women’s
basketball, UW-Madison com-
mencements, WIAA state high
school tournaments (boys’ and
girls’ basketball and wrestling),
musical concerts, summer sports
camps and clinics and special
events. The building will accom-
modate Wisconsin hockey at a
future date.

CAPACITY

The Kohl Center will seat 16,500
for basketball. That figure
includes 7,500 seats in the lower
seating bowl and 4,500 in each of
the two balconies. The unique

design of the Kohl Center (with
two overhanging balconies) guar-
antees that all fans will be close to
the playing floor with excellent
sight lines. The facility is expect-
ed to seat approximately 11,000
for hockey.

HANDICAPPED SEATING

The Kohl Center will be fully
accessible to disabled fans
restricted to wheelchairs. Seating
will exist for 165 handicapped
fans along with their companions.
The locations are divided
between court level, and the first
and second concourses. Disabled
parking locations are convenient
to the building. The facility will
have fully accessible TDD phones,
doorways, restrooms and conces-
sion stand counters for handi-
capped patrons. A public access
elevator will be available for all
fans to use. Services for the hear-
ing impaired are available.
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