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CREDENTIAL INFORMATION

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
345 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10154

Telephone: (212) 450-2000

NFL POSTSEASON CREDENTIAL
APPLICATION PROCEDURES

AFC AND NFC WILD CARD AND

DIVISIONAL GAMES

(Saturday and Sunday, January 4-5, 11-12, 2020)
Credential requests for the AFC and NFC Wild
Card and Divisional Playoff Games should be
made to the public relations director of the
home team.

AFC AND NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES
(Sunday, January 19, 2020)

To apply for credentials to the AFC and

NFC Championship Games, go to
www.NFLCommunications.com and click

on the NFL Event Credentialing link, which
will take you to the online registration form.
Credentials can be picked up at a designat-
ed location in the host cities. The hotels that
will serve as media headquarters for the AFC
and NFC Championship Games will be an-
nounced on www.NFLCommunications.com
in early January. NO CREDENTIALS WILL BE
MAILED. Each media member must present
a government-issued photo identification
(passport, driver’s license, etc.) at credential
pickup. Those credentials not picked up will
be available at Media Will Call the day of the
game and will require presentation of gov-
ernment-issued photo identification. If you
have any questions, please contact Zak
Gilbert for the AFC game or Sam Drexler for
the NFC game.

2020 PRO BOWL

(Sunday, January 26, 2020)

To apply for credentials to the 2020 Pro Bowl,
go to www.NFLCommunications.com and
click on the NFL Event Credentialing link,
which will take you to the online registration
form. Camping World Stadium in Orlando,
Florida is the site of the 2020 Pro Bowl. If you
have any questions, please contact Sam
Drexler.

SUPER BOWL LIV

(Sunday, February 2, 2020)

The NFL is no longer accepting applications
for Super Bowl LIV credentials. The only
requests that will be considered are those
from media organizations within the metro-
politan areas of the AFC and NFC champion
teams competing in Super Bowl LIV, at Hard
Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida. All
other space has been assigned. Organizations
wishing to cancel previous accreditation are
asked to e-mail EventCredentialHelp@nfl.com as
soon as possible.

SUPER BOWL LIV MEDIA CENTER
Miami Beach Convention Center
1901 Convention Center Drive
Miami Beach, FL 33139

NFL HEADQUARTERS
InterContinental Miami
100 Chopin Plaza
Miami, FL 33131

MEDIA HOTELS
Aloft Miami Doral
3265 NW 107th Avenue
Doral, FL 33172
Courtyard Miami Airport
1201 NW South Le Jeune Road
Miami, FL 33126
Courtyard Miami Airport West Doral
3929 NW 79th Avenue
Miami, FL 33166
Element Miami Doral
3285 NW 107th Avenue
Miami, FL 33172
Residence Inn Miami Airport
1201 NW 42nd Avenue
Miami, FL 33126
Sheraton Airport and Executive Center
3900 NW 21st Street
Miami, FL 33142
Springhill Suites Miami Medical Center
1311 NW 10th Avenue
Miami, FL 33136

SUPER BOWL LIV TEAM HEADQUARTERS
AFC Champion:

JW Marriott Miami

Turnberry Resort & Spa

19999 West Country Club Drive
Aventura, FL 33180

(305) 932-6200

*NFC Champion:

JW Marriott Marquis Miami
255 Biscayne Boulevard Way
Miami, FL 33131

(305) 421-8600

*NFC team media availabilities will be held at
the Hyatt Regency Miami, 400 SE 2nd Ave-
nue, Miami, FL 33131




OVERTIME PROCEDURES/POSTSEASON SHARES

MODIFIED SUDDEN-DEATH OVERTIME

For the 2010 postseason, the NFL installed a modified sudden-death
system to determine the winner when the score is tied at the end of
regulation. Beginning in 2012, the system was expanded to cover all
NFL games, including regular-season and preseason games. Modi-
fied sudden-death guarantees each team a possession or the oppor-
tunity to possess, unless the team that receives the opening kickoff
scores a touchdown on its initial possession.

POSTSEASON PROCEDURES

*» At end of regulation time, the Referee will immediately toss coin at
center of field in accordance with rules pertaining to the usual
pregame toss. The captain of the visiting team will call the toss prior
to the coin being flipped.

Following a three-minute intermission after the end of the regulation
game, play will be continued in 15-minute periods until a winner is
declared. Each team must possess or have the opportunity to pos-
sess the ball unless the team that has the ball first scores a touch-
down on its initial possession. Play continues in sudden death until
a winner is determined, and the game automatically ends upon any
score (by safety, field goal, or touchdown) or when a score is
awarded by Referee for a palpably unfair act. Each team has three
timeouts per half and all general timing provisions apply as during a
regular game. Try is not attempted if touchdown scored. Disquali-
fied players are not allowed to return.

Instant Replay: No challenges. Reviews to be initiated by the replay
official.

KEY DEFINITIONS

Possession: Actual possession of the ball with complete control. The
defense gains possession when it catches, intercepts, or recovers a
loose ball.

Opportunity to possess: The opportunity to possess occurs only
during kicking plays. A kickoff is an opportunity to possess for the re-
ceiving team. If the kicking team legally recovers the kick, the receiv-
ing team is considered to have had its opportunity. A punt or a field
goal that crosses the line of scrimmage and is muffed by the receiving
team is considered to be an opportunity to possess for the receivers.
Normal touching rules by the kicking team apply.

POSTSEASON SHARES —2019 SEASON

Wild Card Game (Division Winner) | $31,000
(Other) $28,000
Divisional Playoff Game $31,000
Conference Championship Game $56,000
Super Bowl LIII (Winning Team) | $124,000
(Losing Team) $62,000
Pro Bowl (Winning Team) $70,000
(Losing Team) $35,000

NOTE: A player on a division winner participating in the Wild Card
round and winning the Super Bowl will receive a total of $242,000. A
player on a Wild Card team which wins the Super Bowl will receive a
total of $239,000.







Wild Card Playoffs



WILD CARD PLAYOFFS

Winner (Share)

L.A. Chargers ($27,000)
Indianapolis ($27,000)
Jacksonville ($28,000)
Tennessee ($26,000)
Pittsburgh ($27,000)
Hou. Texans ($27,000)
Pittsburgh ($23,000)
Kansas City ($23,000)
Indianapolis ($24,000)
Balt. Ravens ($22,000)
S.D Chargers ($21,000)
Indianapolis ($23,000)
Balt. Ravens ($22,000)
Hou. Texans ($22,000)
Denver ($22,000)

Hou. Texans ($22,000)
Balt. Ravens ($19,000)
N.Y. Jets ($19,000)
Balt. Ravens ($19,000)
N.Y. Jets ($19,000)
Balt. Ravens ($18,000)
S.D Chargers ($20,000)
S.D Chargers ($20,000)
Jacksonville ($18,000)
New England ($19,000)
Indianapolis ($19,000)
Pittsburgh ($17,000)
New England ($19,000)
Indianapolis ($18,000)
N.Y. Jets ($15,000)
Indianapolis ($18,000)
Tennessee ($15,000)
Pittsburgh ($17,000)
N.Y. Jets ($17,000)
Balt. Ravens ($12,500)
Oakland ($17,000)
Balt. Ravens (12,500)
Miami ($16,000)

Miami ($10,000)
Tennessee ($10,000)
Jacksonville ($15,000)
Miami ($10,000)

New England ($15,000)
Denver ($10,000)
Pittsburgh ($14,000)
Jacksonville ($10,000)
Indianapolis ($7,500)
Buffalo ($13,000)

Cle. Browns ($7,500)
Miami ($12,000)

L.A. Raiders ($7,500)
Kansas City ($12,000)
Buffalo ($6,000)

S.D Chargers ($10,000)
Hou. Oilers ($10,000)
Kansas City ($6,000)
Cincinnati ($10,000)
Miami ($6,000)
Pittsburgh ($6,000)
Hou. Oilers ($6,000)
Hou. Oilers ($6,000)
N.Y. Jets ($6,000)

New England ($6,000)
Seattle ($6,000)

Seattle ($6,000)

N.Y. Jets ($6,000)

S.D Chargers ($6,000)
L.A. Raiders ($6,000)
Miami ($6,000)

Buffalo ($3,000)
Oakland ($3,000)

Hou. Oilers ($3,000)
Hou. Oilers ($3,000)

Loser (Share)

Balt. Ravens ($29,000)
Hou. Texans ($29,000)
Buffalo ($26,000)
Kansas City ($28,000)
Miami ($24,000)
Oakland ($24,000)
Cincinnati ($25,000)
Hou. Texans ($25,000)
Cincinnati ($22,000)
Pittsburgh ($24,000)
Cincinnati ($23,000)
Kansas City ($21,000)
Indianapolis ($20,000)
Cincinnati ($20,000)
Pittsburgh ($20,000)
Cincinnati ($20,000)
Kansas City ($21,000)
Indianapolis ($21,000)
New England ($21,000)
Cincinnati ($21,000)
Miami ($20,000)
Indianapolis ($18,000)
Tennessee ($18,000)
Pittsburgh ($20,000)
N.Y. Jets ($17,000)
Kansas City ($17,000)
Cincinnati ($19,000)
Jacksonville ($17,000)
Denver ($15,000)

S.D Chargers ($18,000)
Denver ($15,000)
Balt. Ravens ($18,000)
Cle. Browns ($12,500)
Indianapolis ($12,500)
Miami ($12,500)

N.Y. Jets ($12,500)
Denver ($12,500)
Indianapolis ($12,500)
Seattle ($16,000)
Buffalo (10,000)

New England ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)
Miami ($10,000)
Jacksonville ($10,000)
Indianapolis ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)

S.D Chargers ($7,500)
Miami ($7,500)

New England ($7,500)
Kansas City ($7,500)
Denver ($7,500)
Pittsburgh ($7,500)
Hou. Oilers ($6,000)
Kansas City ($6,000)
N.Y. Jets ($6,000)

L.A. Raiders ($6,000)
Hou. Oilers ($6,000)
Kansas City ($6,000)
Hou. Oilers ($6,000)
Cle. Browns ($6,000)
Seattle ($6,000)
Kansas City ($6,000)
N.Y. Jets ($6,000)

L.A. Raiders ($6,000)
Denver ($6,000)
Cincinnati ($6,000)
Pittsburgh ($6,000)
Cle. Browns ($6,000)
New England ($6,000)
N.Y. Jets ($3,000)
Hou. Oilers ($3,000)
Denver ($3,000)
Miami ($3,000)

Score Site Attendance
23-17 Baltimore 70,432
21-7 Houston 71,798
10-3 Jacksonville 69,442
22-21 Kansas City 73,319
30-12 Pittsburgh 62,726
27-14 Houston 71,790
18-16 Cincinnati 63,257
30-0 Houston 71,800
26-10 Indianapolis 63,385
30-17 Pittsburgh 62,780
27-10 Cincinnati 62,277
45-44 Indianapolis 63,551
24-9 Baltimore 71,379
19-13 Houston 71,738
29-23* Denver 75,970
31-10 Houston 71,725
30-7 Kansas City 72,190
17-16 Indianapolis 65,332
33-14 Foxborough 68,756
24-14 Cincinnati 68,686
27-9 Miami 74,240
23-17* San Diego 68,082
17-6 San Diego 65,640
31-29 Pittsburgh 63,629
37-16 Foxborough 68,756
23-8 Indianapolis 57,215
31-17 Cincinnati 65,870
28-3 Foxborough 68,756
49-24 Indianapolis 56,609
20-17* San Diego 67,536
41-10 Indianapolis 56,586
20-17 Baltimore 69,452
36-33 Pittsburgh 62,595
41-0 East Rutherford 78,524
20-3 Miami 72,251
38-24 Oakland 61,503
21-3 Baltimore 69,638
23-17* Miami 73,193
20-17 Seattle 66,170
22-16 Nashville 66,672
25-10 Jacksonville 71,139
24-17 Miami 72,698
17-3 Foxborough 60,041
42-17 Denver 74,481
42-14 Pittsburgh 58,078
30-27 Buffalo 70,213
35-20 San Diego 61,182
37-22 Buffalo 73,103
20-13 Cleveland 77,452
2717 Miami 67,487
42-24 Los Angeles 65,314
27-24* Kansas City 74,515
41-38* Buffalo 75,141
17-0 San Diego 58,278
17-10 Houston 61,485
10-6 Kansas City 75,827
41-14 Cincinnati 60,012
17-16 Miami 67,276
26-23* Houston 59,406
24-23 Cleveland 75,896
23-20* Houston 50,519
35-15 East Rutherford 75,210
26-14 East Rutherford 75,945
13-7 Seattle 62,049
31-7 Seattle 64,275
4417 Cincinnati 57,560
31-28 Pittsburgh 53,546
27-10 Los Angeles 56,555
28-13 Miami 68,842
31-27 New York 57,050
27-7 Oakland 53,333
13-7 Houston 48,776
17-9 Miami 72,445

AFC WILD CARD PLAYOFF GAMES
Season Date
2018 Jan. 6
Jan.5
2017 Jan. 7
Jan. 6
2016 Jan. 8
Jan. 7
2015 Jan. 9
Jan. 9
2014 Jan. 4
Jan. 3
2013 Jan.5
Jan. 4
2012 Jan. 6
Jan.5
2011 Jan. 8
Jan. 7
2010 Jan. 9
Jan. 8
2009 Jan. 10
Jan. 9
2008 Jan. 4
Jan. 3
2007 Jan. 6
Jan. 5
2006 Jan. 7
Jan. 6
2005 Jan. 8
Jan. 7
2004 Jan. 9
Jan. 8
2003 Jan. 4
Jan. 3
2002 Jan. 5
Jan. 4
2001 Jan. 13
Jan. 12
2000 Dec. 31
Dec. 30
1999 Jan. 9
Jan. 8
1998 Jan. 3
Jan. 2
1997 Dec. 28
Dec. 27
1996 Dec. 29
Dec. 28
1995 Dec. 31
Dec. 30
1994 Jan. 1
Dec. 31
1993 Jan. 9
Jan. 8
1992 Jan. 3
Jan. 2
1991 Dec. 29
Dec. 28
1990 Jan. 6
Jan. 5
1989 Dec. 31
1988 Dec. 26
1987 Jan. 3
1986 Dec. 28
1985 Dec. 28
1984 Dec. 22
1983 Dec. 24
1982 Jan. 9
Jan. 9
Jan. 8
Jan. 8
1981 Dec. 27
1980 Dec. 28
1979 Dec. 23
1978 Dec. 24
*Overtime

2018

ers led 12-0 at halftime thanks to four Michael Badgley

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 23, BALTIMORE | field goals and a defensive effort that limited the Ravens
RAVENS 17—The Los Angeles defense forced 3 | to 69 yards and did not allow them to cross midfield.
turnovers and registered 7 sacks to propel the Chargers | Badgley’s first field goal was set up when Melvin In-
to their first postseason victory since 2013. The Charg- | gram, who also had 2 sacks, forced Kenneth Dixon to

fumble at the Ravens’ 15-yard line and Adrian Phillips
recovered. Badgley’s third field goal was set up by
Phillips’ intereption, and the fourth field goal, which
capped a 58-yard drive, sailed through the uprights as
the half expired. C.J. Mosley recovered a Victor Green




WILD CARD PLAYOFFS

fumble at the Chargers’ 21 early in the third quarter, but
the Ravens had to settle for Justin Tucker’s field goal.
Both teams missed third-quarter field goals, and Melvin
Gordon capped a 10-play, 60-yard drive with a touch-
down for a 20-3 lead with 14:44 to play. Following an-
other three-and-out, Badgley added his fifth field goal
for a 23-3 lead with 9:09 remaining. Then Lamar Jack-
son, making his first postseason start, completed a 29-
yard pass to Willie Snead on fourth-and-11, followed
immediately by a 31-yard touchdown pass to Michael
Crabtree with 6:33 to play. The Ravens’ defense forced
a three-and-out and Jackson engineered an 80-yard
drive that culminated with Crabtree’s 7-yard touchdown
catch on fourth-and-goal with 1:59 remaining. Balti-
more’s defense forced another three-and-out. The
Ravens had the ball on their own 34 with 45 seconds
left, but on the third play Uchenna Nwosu sacked Jack-
son, forced him to fumble, and Ingram recovered the
ball with 19 seconds left. Philip Rivers was 22 of 32 for
160 yards. Jackson completed 14 of 29 passes for 194
yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception, and was
the leading rusher in the game with 54 yards on 9 car-
ries.

L.A. Chargers 6 6 0 11 — 23
Balt. Ravens o 0 3 14 — 17

LAC — FG Badgley 21

LAC — FG Badgley 53

LAC — FG Badgley 40

LAC — FG Badgley 34

Balt — FG Tucker 33

LAC — Gordon 1 run (M. Williams pass from Rivers)
LAC — FG Badgley 47

Balt — Crabtree 31 pass from Jackson (Tucker kick)
Balt — Crabtree 7 pass from Jackson (Tucker kick)

INDIANAPOLIS 21, HOUSTON TEXANS 7—The Colts
scored on three of their first four possessions, including
2 touchdown passes by Andrew Luck, en route to a
road playoff victory. The Colts outgained the Texans
277-117 yards in the first half, jumpstarted by 75- and
74-yard touchdown drives on their first two possessions
to take a 14-0 lead with 4:03 left in the first quarter. TY.
Hilton had a pair of third-down conversion catches to
set up the first touchdown, a short pass to Eric Ebron.
Marlon Mack had a 25-yard run to begin the second
drive, and Mack finished it with a 2-yard run. In the sec-
ond quarter, Dontrelle Inman had a 21-yard catch that
was followed a few plays later by his 18-yard touch-
down grab, for a 21-0 lead with 6:24 remaining in the
half. The Texans drove to the Colts’ 9 just before half-
time, but Deshaun Watson’s fourth-and-1 pass fell in-
complete. Watson engineered a 16-play, 89-yard touch-
down drive, capped by Keke Coutee’s 6-yard catch with
10:57 to play. The Texans’ defense forced a punt and
the offense drove to the Colts’ 24 with five minutes re-
maining, but a sack and three incompletions stalled the
drive. Mack carried five consecutive times, converting a
pair of first downs, to help the Colts run off the final 4:09
of the game. Luck was 19 of 32 for 222 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Mack rushed 24 times
for 148 yards. Watson completed 29 of 49 passes for
235 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception.
Coutee had 11 receptions for 110 yards.

Indianapolis 14 7 0 0o — 21
Hou. Texans 0 0 0 7 — 7
Ind — Ebron 6 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)

Ind — Mack 2 run (Vinatieri kick)

Ind — Inman 18 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
Hou — Coutee 6 pass from Watson (Fairbairn kick)
2017

JACKSONVILLE 10, BUFFALO 3—The Jaguars’ de-
fense forced two turnovers to give Jacksonville its first
playoff victory in 10 years. Neither team threatened un-
til Buffalo maintained possession for more than eight
minutes late in the second quarter. The Bills reached
the 1-yard line, but an offensive pass interference
penalty pushed them back and Buffalo settled for
Stephen Hauschka’s 31-yard field goal. Later in the half,
Jalen Ramsey'’s tackle a yard shy of a first down forced
Buffalo to punt with 47 seconds left. Blake Bortles
scrambled for 20 and 12 yards to set up Josh Lambo’s
44-yard field goal as the half expired to tie the game. In
the third quarter, the Jaguars engineered a 15-play

drive, which featured eight carries and a catch by
Leonard Fournette, and capped by Bortles’ 1-yard
touchdown pass to Ben Koyack on fourth-and-goal for
a 10-3 lead with 49 seconds left in the third quarter. Buf-
falo had four fourth-quarter possessions and did not get
past the Jaguars’ 38. After a Tyrod Taylor injury, Nathan
Peterman came in and scrambled for a first down on
fourth-and-3 with 1:07 to play. Two plays later, Peterman
threw an interception to Ramsey at the Jaguars’ 48 with
26 seconds left to seal the victory. Bortles was 12 of 23
for 87 yards and 1 touchdown. Taylor was 17 of 37 for
134 yards, with 1 interception.

Buffalo 0 3 0 o — 3
Jacksonville 0 3 7 0 — 10
Buff — FG Hauschka 31

Jax — FG Lambo 44

Jax — Koyack 1 pass from Bortles (Lambo kick)

TENNESSEE 22, KANSAS CITY 21—Derrick Henry
rushed for 156 yards and a touchdown, Marcus Mario-
ta passed for 2 touchdowns, including one to himself,
and the Titans’ defense held Kansas City scoreless in
the second half to rally from an 18-point deficit. Alex
Smith’s 45-yard pass to Tyreek Hill early in the first quar-
ter led to Kareem Hunt’s 1-yard scoring run. The Chiefs’
defense then forced a three-and-out and Hill had a 26-
yard catch that set up Smith’s 13-yard touchdown pass
to Travis Kelce for a 14-0 lead with 2:15 left in the first
quarter. The Titans threatened twice in the second quar-
ter, but Marcus Peters’ interception squashed one pos-
session and Derrick Johnson’s sack limited the dam-
age to just a Ryan Succop field goal. The Chiefs then
perfectly executed their 2-minute offense, as Smith
completed eight consecutive passes, four to Demarcus
Robinson, including a 14-yard touchdown with three
seconds left in the half for a 21-3 lead. The Titans held
the ball for the first 8:29 of the third quarter and scored
when Mariota’s pass on third-and-goal from the 6-yard
line was tipped by Darrelle Revis back to Mariota, who
caught it and scampered to the left pylon to trim the
deficit to 21-10. Harrison Butker missed a 48-yard field
goal attempt on the Chiefs’ next possession, and Ten-
nessee answered with Henry’s 35-yard touchdown run.
An illegal shift on the 2-point conversion attempt kept
the deficit at 21-16 with 14:08 to play. The Titans’ de-
fense forced a punt, and the offense drove 80 yards, in-
cluding three third-down conversions on passes to De-
lanie Walker and Jonnu Smith and a 17-yard scramble
by Mariota, to set up Eric Decker’s 22-yard scoring grab
with 6:06 to play. The 2-point conversion failed again,
but the Titans led 22-21. Kansas City reached the Ti-
tans’ 44, but Derrick Morgan sacked Smith on third
down and his fourth down pass fell incomplete with
2:09 to play. On third-and-10 with 1:53 left, Henry iced
the game with a 22-yard run. Mariota was 19 of 31 for
205 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception. Hen-
ry rushed for 156 yards and 1 touchdown. Smith was 24
of 33 for 264 yards and 2 touchdowns.

Tennessee 0 3 7 12 — 22
Kansas City 14 7 0 0o — 21
KC — Hunt 1 run (Butker kick)

KC — Kelce 13 pass from Smith (Butker kick)
Tenn — FG Succop 49

KC — Robinson 14 pass from Smith (Butker kick)

Tenn — Mariota 6 pass from Mariota (Succop kick)
Tenn — Henry 35 run (pass failed)
Tenn — Decker 22 pass from Mariota (pass failed)

2016

PITTSBURGH 30, MIAMI 12—Le’Veon Bell rushed for
167 yards, and the combination of Ben Roethlisberger
and Antonio Brown connected on two long first-quarter
touchdown passes, to carry the Steelers to the division-
al round. In addition, Pittsburgh’s defense registered 5
sacks and forced 3 turnovers. Five plays into the game
Brown caught a short pass to the left side and turned it
into a 50-yard touchdown. After a Miami punt, six plays
later Brown converted a short pass over the middle 62
yards for a touchdown and 14-0 lead with 7:02 left in the
first quarter. The Dolphins responded with a field goal,
but Pittsburgh answered right back with a 10-play drive,
all carries by Bell covering 78 yards, capped by his
1-yard run for a 20-3 lead with 12:42 left in the half. Trail-
ing 20-6, Miami reached the Steelers’ 8 with 27 seconds

left in the half, but James Harrison sacked Matt Moore,
which forced him to fumble. Stephon Tuitt recovered
the ball and Pittsburgh carried a 20-6 lead into the lock-
er room. Miami began the second half and drove to the
Steelers’ 37, only to have Mike Mitchell sack Moore and
force him to fumble. Leterrius Walton recovered the ball
and began a drive which led to Chris Boswell’s 34-yard
field goal for a 23-6 lead. On Miami’s next play from
scrimmage, Ryan Shazier intercepted Moore’s pass.
Bell scored on an 8-yard run moments later for a 30-6
lead with 2:10 left in the third quarter. The Dolphins
pierced the end zone with Damien Williams’ 4-yard
scoring catch with 6:02 to play. However, the 2-point
conversion pass for DeVante Parker was incomplete
and Brown recovered the ensuing onside kick. Miami’s
defense did force a punt, and the offense drove to the
Steelers’ 27, but consecutive sacks by Lawrence Tim-
mons thwarted Miami’s final scoring opportunity.
Roethlisberger was 13 of 18 for 197 yards and 2 touch-
downs with 2 interceptions. Bell had 29 carries for 167
yards and 2 scores, while Brown had 5 catches for 124
yards and 2 touchdowns. Moore completed 29 of 36 for
289 yards and 1 touchdown with 1 interception. Jarvis
Landry had 11 catches for 102 yards.

Miami 3 3 0 6 — 12

Pittsburgh 14 6 10 0 — 30

Pitt — Brown 50 pass from Roethlisberger
(Boswell kick)

Pitt — Brown 62 pass from Roethlisberger
(Boswell kick)

Mia — FG Franks 38

Pitt — Bell 1 run (kick failed)

Mia — FG Franks 47

Pitt — FG Boswell 34

Pitt — Bell 8 run (Boswell kick)

Mia — Da. Williams 4 pass from Moore

(pass failed)

HOUSTON TEXANS 27, OAKLAND 14—The Texans’
number-one ranked defense forced 3 turnovers and
registered 3 sacks to post the franchise’s first postsea-
son win since 2012. Due to injuries suffered the previ-
ous two weeks by Oakland quarterbacks Derek Carr
and Matt McGiloin, rookie Connor Cook was making his
first NFL start. For Houston, Brock Osweiler regained
the starting job after Tom Savage was injured in the sea-
son finale. With both team’s quarterbacks in flux, the
defenses forced 19 punts, 10 by Oakland. Houston’s
first score was set up by a short punt by Oakland’s Mar-
quette King, and the Texans did not even need a first
down for Nick Novak to make a 50-yard field goal.
Three plays later Jadeveon Clowney intercepted
Cook’s pass. His return and a penalty placed the ball at
the 4-yard line and Lamar Miller scored on the next play
for a 10-0 lead. Late in the first quarter, a 37-yard punt
return by Jalen Richard and 18-yard run by Latavius
Murray set up Murray’s 2-yard scoring run. In the sec-
ond quarter, Osweiler connected with C.J. Fiedorowicz
on passes of 18 and 17 yards that led to Novak’s sec-
ond field goal. Just before halftime, a 38-yard pass from
Osweiler to DeAndre Hopkins set up the duo’s 2-yard
scoring pass with 1:24 left in the half for a 20-7 lead.
Early in the fourth quarter, a pass interference penalty in
the end zone, drawn by Hopkins, led to Osweiler’s 1-
yard sneak for a 27-7 lead with 12:34 to play. Cook com-
pleted 3 passes to Andre Holmes on the Raiders’ next
possession, capped by an 8-yard scoring grab, to pull
within 27-14 with 8:14 to play. The Raiders’ defense
forced a three-and-out and Cook guided Oakland to
midfield, but Corey Moore intercepted a pass with 4:40
to play to stop their final threat. Osweiler completed 14
of 25 for 168 yards and 1 touchdown. Cook was 18 of
45 for 161 yards and 1 touchdown, with 3 interceptions.

Oakland 7 0 0 7 — 14
Hou. Texans 10 10 0 7 — 27
Hou — FG Novak 50
Hou — Miller 4 run (Novak kick)
Oak — Murray 2 run (Janikowski kick)
Hou — FG Novak 38
Hou — Hopkins 2 pass from Osweiler
(Novak kick)
Hou — Osweiler 1 run (Novak kick)
Oak — Holmes 8 pass from Cook

(Janikowski kick)




WILD CARD PLAYOFFS

2015

PITTSBURGH 18, CINCINNATI 16—Chris Boswell's
35-yard field goal with 14 seconds remaining vaulted
Pittsburgh past Cincinnati despite having blown a 15-
point fourth-quarter lead. Neither team scored until late
in the second quarter when Boswell connected from 39
yards on a drive that featured a 23-yard pass to Antonio
Brown. Later in the half, Shawn Williams was flagged for
unnecessary roughness on a drive that ended with
Boswell’s 30-yard field goal just before halftime for a 6-0
lead. A.J. McCarron, making his first playoff start in
place of injured Andy Dalton, opened the second half
by driving the Bengals to the Steelers’ 29, but Jarvis
Jones sacked McCarron, forced a fumble, and Steelers’
defensive lineman Cam Thomas recovered. That set up
Boswell’s third field goal. After Cincinnati punted on the
ensuing possession, Ben Roethlisberger completed a
60-yard pass to Brown that led to Martavis Bryant's ac-
robatic 10-yard touchdown catch. The Steelers went for
two but the pass was incomplete and Pittsburgh led
15-0 with 5:02 left in the third quarter. McCarron guided
the Bengals to the Steelers’ 23, but Ryan Shazier forced
Giovanni Bernard to fumble and Shazier recovered.
However, Vontaze Burfict sacked Roethlisberger three
plays later, forcing him to leave the game with an injured
right arm. The Steelers punted, and a 42-yard pass in-
terference penalty led to Jeremy Hill's 1-yard touch-
down run. With Landry Jones at quarterback, the Steel-
ers were forced to punt, and McCarron engineered a
13-play, 70-yard drive that ended with Mike Nugent’s
36-yard field goal to cut the deficit to 15-10 with 5:12 to
play. After forcing a three-and-out, McCarron complet-
ed a 9-yard pass to Marvin Jones on fourth-and-2 with
2:46 to play and moments later lofted a 25-yard touch-
down pass to A.J. Green. Hill was stopped on the two-
point conversion attempt, but the Bengals led 16-15
with 1:50 to play. On the first play after the kickoff,
Burfict intercepted Jones’ pass at the Steelers’ 26. On
the next play, Shazier and Jones forced Hill to fumble,
and Ross Cockrell recovered at the Steelers’ 9. Roeth-
lisberger came back into the game with 1:23 to play and
completed four passes to reach the Steelers’ 41 with 28
seconds left. Faced with fourth-and-3, Brown caught a
12-yard pass. On the next play, with 22 second left, a
pass down the middle for Brown was incomplete, but
Burfict was flagged for unnecessary roughness and
Adam Jones also received an unsportsmanlike penalty.
The ball moved to the Bengals’ 17 after 30 yards in
penalties, and Boswell made a 35-yard field goal with
14 seconds to play to complete Pittsburgh’s rally.
Roethlisberger was 18 of 31 for 229 yards and 1 touch-
down. Brown had 7 catches for 119 yards. McCarron
was 23 of 41 for 212 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1
interception.

Pittsburgh 6 0 9 3 — 18

Cincinnati 0 0 0 16 — 16

Pitt — FG Boswell 39

Pitt — FG Boswell 30

Pitt — FG Boswell 34

Pitt — Bryant 10 pass from Roethlisberger
(pass failed)

Cin — Hill 1 run (Nugent kick)

Cin — FG Nugent 36

Cin — Green 25 pass from McCarron (run failed)

Pitt — FG Boswell 35

KANSAS CITY 30, HOUSTON TEXANS 0—Kbnile Davis
returned the opening kickoff 106 yards for a touchdown
and the Chiefs’ defense forced 5 turnovers en route to
the franchise’s first postseason win in 22 years. The
Chiefs, who reached the postseason thanks to winning
their last 10 regular season games, took the quick 7-0
lead with Davis registering the second-longest kickoff
return in postseason history. Allen Bailey sacked Brian
Hoyer late in the first quarter and forced a fumble that
was recovered by Dontari Poe, which set up Cairo San-
tos’ 49-yard field goal. The Chiefs expanded the lead to
13-0 on the next possession, but the Texans drove to
the Chiefs’ 3-yard line. On second-and-goal Josh Mau-
ga intercepted Hoyer’s pass in the end zone to thwart
the drive. The Chiefs used a methodical 94-yard drive in
the third quarter, capped by Alex Smith’s 9-yard pass to
Chris Conley, to increase the lead to 20-0. After forcing
another Texans’ punt, Smith connected with Travis

Kelce for a 48-yard pass play to set up Spencer Ware’s
5-yard touchdown run on the first play of the fourth
quarter. Bailey sacked Hoyer on fourth down at the
Chiefs’ 29 to help maintain the shutout. On the Texans’
next possession, Sean Smith intercepted Hoyer’s pass
to set up Santos’ third field goal with 3:59 remaining.
Smith was 17 of 22 for 190 yards with 1 touchdown and
1 interception. Kelce had 8 receptions for 128 yards.
Hoyer was 15 of 34 for 136 yards, with 4 interceptions.

Kansas City 7 6 7 10 — 30
Hou. Texans 0 0 0 0o — 0
KC — Davis 106 kickoff return (Santos kick)
KC — FG Santos 49

KC — FG Santos 49

KC — Conley 9 pass from Smith (Santos kick)
KC — Ware 5 run (Santos kick)

KC — FG Santos 33

2014

INDIANAPOLIS 26, CINCINNATI 10—Andrew Luck
passed for 376 yards and the Colts’ defense allowed just
254 yards as Indianapolis won a Wild Card Game for the
second consecutive season. The Colts opened the
game with a 71-yard touchdown drive, but the Bengals
tied the game late in the first quarter when Andy Dalton
connected on a 26-yard pass to Rex Burkhead on third-
and-4 to set up Jeremy Hill’s 1-yard game-tying scoring
run. The Colts kicked a pair of field goals to take a 13-7
lead and drove into Bengals’ territory late in the first half
but Darqueze Dennard forced Daniel Herron to fumble
and Reggie Nelson recovered. The turnover set up Mike
Nugent’s 57-yard field goal just before halftime to pull
within 13-10. Luck’s 36-yard touchdown pass to Donte
Moncrief deep down the right sideline increased the
lead to 20-10 in the middle of the third quarter. Adam
Vinatieri added field goals on the next two drives for a
26-10 lead with 11:31 remaining. The Bengals did not
cross midfield for the next eight and half minutes, and on
their first play inside Colts’ territory of the fourth quarter
Jerrell Freeman forced Dalton to fumble. Montori Hughes
recovered the fumble with 2:47 to play. Luck was 31 of
44 for 376 yards and 1 touchdown. Herron had 10 catch-
es for 85 yards and T.Y. Hilton hauled in 6 receptions for
103 yards. Dalton was 18 of 35 for 155 yards.

Cincinnati 7 3 0 0 — 10
Indianapolis 7 6 10 3 — 26
Ind — Herron 2 run (Vinatieri kick)

Cin — Hill 1 run (Nugent kick)

Ind — FG Vinatieri 38

Ind — FG Vinatieri 29

Cin — FG Nugent 57

Ind — Moncrief 36 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
Ind — FG Vinatieri 22

Ind — FG Vinatieri 53

BALTIMORE RAVENS 30, PITTSBURGH 17—Joe
Flacco passed for 2 touchdowns and the Ravens’ de-
fense forced three turnovers as Baltimore won a post-
season game for the sixth time in seven seasons.
Bernard Pierce’s 5-yard run early in the second quarter
capped an 80-yard drive and gave Baltimore a 7-3 lead.
The teams then traded field goals before Shaun Su-
isham’s 47-yard kick with 37 seconds left in the half
pulled Pittsburgh to within one point, 10-9, at halftime.
The Ravens scored on each of their first two second-
half possessions. Torrey Smith’s 17-yard catch on third-
and-14 set up Justin Tucker’s second field goal, and
Steve Smith’s 40-yard reception came on the first play
of a drive that ended with Torrey Smith’s 11-yard scor-
ing grab for a 20-9 lead with 4:13 left in the third quar-
ter. Baltimore forced another punt and was driving but
Justin Forsett fumbled and Stephon Tuitt recovered.
Two plays later Ben Roethlisberger completed a 6-yard
touchdown pass to Martavis Bryant. Pittsburgh went for
the 2-point conversion but the pass for Antonio Brown
was intercepted by Matt Elam to allow the Ravens to
maintain a 20-15 lead. After Tucker’s 52-yard field goal
extended the advantage to eight points, Terrell Suggs
intercepted Roethlisberger’s pass and Flacco complet-
ed a 21-yard touchdown pass to Crockett Gillmore on
the next play for a 30-15 lead with 7:56 to play.
Shamarko Thomas blocked Sam Koch'’s punt out of the
end zone for a safety with 1:56 to play, but on the ensu-
ing drive Darian Stewart recovered a fumble at the

Steelers’ 45 with 55 seconds left to end the final threat.
Flacco was 18 of 29 for 259 yards and 2 touchdowns.
Steve Smith had 5 catches for 101 yards. Roethlisberg-
er was 31 of 45 for 334 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2
interceptions. Brown had 9 catches for 117 yards.
Balt. Ravens o 10 10 10 — 30
Pittsburgh 3 6 0 8 — 17
Pitt — FG Suisham 45

Balt — Pierce 5 run (Tucker kick)

Pitt — FG Suisham 22

Balt — FG Tucker 28

Pitt — FG Suisham 47

Balt — FG Tucker 45

Balt — T. Smith 11 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)
Pitt — Bryant 6 pass from Roethlisberger (pass

failed)
Balt — FG Tucker 52
Balt — Gillmore 21 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)
Pitt — Safety, S. Thomas blocked punt out of end zone

2013

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 27, CINCINNATI 10—The
Chargers’ defense forced 4 turnovers and the offense
rushed for 196 yards as San Diego won its first postseason
game since 2007. In the first half the Bengals outgained the
Chargers 226-122 yards, with 86 of the Chargers’ yards
coming on one touchdown drive. The Bengals had a
chance to take the lead late in the first half, but Donald But-
ler tackled Giovanni Bernard from behind at the Chargers’
4-yard line and Richard Marshall recovered the fumble. The
Bengals did force a punt and Mike Nugent kicked a 46-yard
field goal as the half expired for a 10-7 lead. The Chargers’
defense forced a punt to begin the second half, and Philip
Rivers completed all 6 pass attempts on a 10-play, 80-yard
drive capped by Ladarius Green’s 4-yard leaping touch-
down catch, for a 14-10 lead. Andy Dalton fumbled three
plays later and Jamie Addae recovered at the Bengals’ 46,
setting up a Nick Novak field goal. Three plays later, Sha-
reece Wright intercepted a pass to set up another Novak
field goal for a 20-10 lead early in the fourth quarter. Melvin
Ingram intercepted a pass to thwart Cincinnati’'s ensuing
possession. The Bengals twice drove to the Chargers’ 40,
but Dalton’s fourth down passes fell incomplete. Ronnie
Brown scored from 58 yards out with 2:17 remaining to fin-
ish the scoring. Rivers was 12 of 16 for 128 yards and 1
touchdown. Dalton completed 29 of 51 pass attempts for
334 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Marvin
Jones had 8 receptions for 130 yards.

S.D. Chargers 7 o 10 10 — 27
Cincinnati 0o 10 0 0 — 10
SD — Woodhead 5 run (Novak kick)

Cin — Gresham 4 pass from Dalton (Nugent kick)
Cin — FG Nugent 46

SD — Green 4 pass from Rivers (Novak kick)
SD — FG Novak 25

SD — FG Novak 23

SD — Brown 58 run (Novak kick)

INDIANAPOLIS 45, KANSAS CITY 44—The Indi-
anapolis Colts rallied from a 28-point second-half deficit
to post second greatest comeback in postseason his-
tory. The Colts trailed 38-10 with 13:39 left in the third
quarter before the offense scored touchdowns on five
of its next six possessions and the defense allowed just
2 field goals. The teams combined for 1,049 yards but
the Colts won despite committing 4 turnovers and only
forcing one. The Kansas City Chiefs scored on their first
five possessions, with four of the five drives covering at
least 73 yards and two of which consumed more than 6
minutes, 45 seconds off the clock, en route to a 31-10
halftime lead. Kansas City did this despite losing the
AFC’s leading rusher, Jamaal Charles, to injury in the
first series. Husain Abdullah then intercepted Andrew
Luck’s first pass of the second half to set up Knile Davis’
4-yard touchdown run for a 38-10 lead with 13:39 re-
maining in the third quarter. Indianapolis answered
quickly with Luck’s 46-yard pass to Da’'Rick Rogers
leading to Donald Brown’s 10-yard touchdown run.
Robert Mathis then forced Kansas City’s lone turnover,
stripping Alex Smith of the ball and Khiry Sheppard re-
covering at the Chiefs’ 41. Brown scored five plays lat-
er to cut the deficit to 38-24 with 7:32 left in the third
quarter. The Colts’ defense forced a three-and-out, but
Abdullah’s second interception of the half set up Ryan
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Succop’s 42-yard field goal for a 41-24 Kansas City lead
with 4:12 left in the third quarter. Undaunted, Luck com-
pleted passes of 25 yards to Brown and 30 yards to
LaVon Brazill to setup Coby Fleener’s 12-yard touch-
down catch to pull the Colts to within 10 points with 2:31
remaining in the third quarter. Davis suffered an injury
on the Chiefs’ next possession, and Smith barely over-
threw third-string running back Cyrus Gray early in the
fourth quarter, leading to a punt. The Colts began at
their own 10-yard line and drove to the Chiefs’ 2. On
second-and-goal Eric Berry forced Brown to fumble.
The ball bounced to Luck, who vaulted over the pile in-
to the end zone for a 5-yard touchdown to cut the lead
to 41-38 with 10:38 to play. The Chiefs drove and Suc-
cop kicked a 43-yard field goal with 5:36 remaining, but
four plays later Luck completed a 64-yard touchdown
pass to TY. Hilton deep down the middle for a 45-44
lead with 4:21 to play. The Colts scored 35 points in 22
minutes, 26 seconds. The Chiefs drove to the Colts’ 43,
where Smith’s fourth-and-11 pass for Dwayne Bowe
was caught just out of bounds with 1:55 left, completing
the comeback for the Colts. Luck was 29 of 45 for 443
yards and 4 touchdowns, with 3 interceptions. Hilton
had 13 catches for 224 yards, the third-most in NFL
postseason history. Smith was 30 of 46 for 378 yards and
4 touchdowns. Bowe had 8 receptions for 150 yards.

Kansas City 10 21 10 3 — 44
Indianapolis 7 3 21 14 — 45
KC — Bowe 6 pass from Smith (Succop kick)
Ind — Hilton 10 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
KC — FG Succop 19

KC — Avery 79 pass from Smith (Succop kick)
KC — Sherman 5 pass from Smith (Succop kick)
Ind — FG Vinatieri 37

KC — Davis 4 run (Succop kick)

KC — Davis 10 pass from Smith (Succop kick)
Ind — Brown 10 run (Vinatieri kick)

Ind — Brown 3 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
KC — FG Succop 42

Ind — Fleener 12 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
Ind — Luck 2 fumble recovery (Vinatieri kick)
KC — FG Succop 43

Ind — Hilton 64 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
2012

BALTIMORE RAVENS 24, INDIANAPOLIS 9—Joe
Flacco passed for 282 yards and 2 touchdowns as the
Ravens began their Super Bowl march by defeating the
Colts. The Ravens had a chance to score early, but
Cory Redding forced Ray Rice to fumble at the Colts’ 11
and Lawrence Guy recovered. Baltimore then drove 59
yards, but on third-and-5 Paul Kruger sacked Andrew
Luck and forced him to fumble. Pernell McPhee recov-
ered for the Ravens. After an exchange of field goals,
Jacoby Jones returned the kickoff 37 yards. Flacco
completed a short pass to Rice, who gained 47 yards to
the Colts’ 2-yard-line to set up Vonta Leach’s touch-
down run for a 10-3 lead. Luck completed a 25-yard
pass to TY. Hilton just before halftime to set up Adam
Vinatieri’s 52-yard field goal as the half expired to pull
the Colts to within 10-6. In the middle of the third quar-
ter, Flacco completed a long 46-yard pass to Anquan
Boldin to set up Dennis Pitta’s 20-yard scoring catch for
a 17-6 lead. The Colts responded with a 15-play scoring
drive that ended in the final minute of the third quarter
with Vinatieri’s third field goal. Joe Lefeged then forced
Rice to fumble and Pat Angerer fell on the loose ball at
the Colts’ 29. Vick Ballard’s 24-yard run on the ensuing
possession put the Colts in scoring range, but
Vinatieri’'s 40-yard field-goal attempt sailed wide right
with 11:44 to play. Three plays later, on third-and-1,
Bernard Pierce broke free for a 43-yard run to set up
Flacco’s 18-yard scoring pass to Boldin with 9:14 to
play. The Colts again drove deep into Ravens’ territory
but Cary Williams intercepted Luck’s fourth-and-1 pass
from the Ravens’ 18 with 5:24 remaining to quell Balti-
more’s final scoring threat. Flacco was 12 of 23 for 282
yards and 2 touchdowns. Pierce carried 13 times for
103 yards, and Boldin had 5 receptions for 145 yards.
Kruger had 2.5 sacks for the Ravens. Luck was 28 of 54
for 288 yards, with 1 interception. Reggie Wayne had 9
catches for 114 yards.
Indianapolis

Balt. Ravens

6 3 0 — 9

0
0o 10 7 7 — 24

Balt — FG Tucker 23

Ind — FG Vinatieri 47

Balt — Leach 2 run (Tucker kick)

Ind — FG Vinatieri 52

Balt — Pitta 20 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)
Ind — FG Vinatieri 26

Balt — Boldin 18 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)

HOUSTON TEXANS 19, CINCINNATI 13—Arian Fos-
ter rushed for 140 yards and 1 touchdown as the Tex-
ans defeated the Bengals in the wild-card round of the
playoffs for the second consecutive year. The Texans
had more than twice as many yards as the Bengals
(420-198) and maintained possession for 38 minutes,
49 seconds. The Texans had scoring drives of 65 and
60 yards to take a 6-0 lead, but Leon Hall intercepted a
short pass and returned it 21 yards for a touchdown to
give Cincinnati a 7-6 lead in the second quarter despite
not having run a play in Texans’ territory. On the ensu-
ing drive Foster had three carries of at least 11 yards,
with Shayne Graham capping the 76-yard drive with his
third field goal of the half for a 9-7 Houston halftime
lead. The Texans’ defense forced another three-and-out
to begin the second half, and Matt Schaub completed a
22-yard pass to Andre Johnson to set up Foster's 1-
yard touchdown run for a 16-7 lead. Andy Dalton re-
sponded with the Bengals’ best drive of the game, high-
lighted by his 45-yard pass to A.J. Green, to set up Josh
Brown’s 34-yard field goal. Graham’s fourth field goal
was set up by Johnathan Joseph'’s interception and
staked the Texans to a 19-10 lead with 14:17 to play.
Brandon Tate returned the ensuing kickoff 43 yards,
and BendJarvus Green Ellis gained 2 yards on fourth-
and-1, en route to Brown’s 47-yard field goal with 9:03
to play to pull the Bengals within 19-13. The Bengals’
defense forced a punt, and Dalton drove the Bengals to
the Texans’ 35, but on fourth-and-11 his completed
pass to Marvin Jones netted just eight yards with 2:44
to play. Faced with third-and-2 from the Texans’ 36,
Schaub completed a 7-yard pass to Garrett Graham to
help Houston maintain possession with 2:33 to play.
Two plays later, Foster gained 10 yards on second-and-
8 to clinch the victory. Schaub was 29 of 38 for 262
yards, with 1 interception. Foster rushed 32 times for
140 yards. Dalton was 14 of 30 for 127 yards, with 1 in-
terception.

Cincinnati 0 7 3 3 — 13
Hou. Texans 3 6 7 3 — 19
Hou — FG Graham 48

Hou — FG Graham 27

Cin — Hall 21 interception return (Brown kick)
Hou — FG Graham 22
Hou — Foster 1 run (Graham kick)

Cin — FG Brown 34
Hou — FG Graham 24
Cin — FG Brown 47

2011

DENVER 29, PITTSBURGH 23 (OT)—Tim Tebow com-
pleted an 80-yard touchdown pass to Demaryius
Thomas on the first play of overtime as the Broncos
beat the Steelers. Pittsburgh took a 6-0 lead on two first-
quarter Shaun Suisham field goals. The Broncos an-
swered when Tebow completed a 51-yard pass to
Thomas on third-and-12 followed, two plays later, by
Eddie Royal’s 30-yard touchdown catch along the right
end-zone sideline for a 7-6 lead. The Broncos’ defense
forced a three-and-out, and Tebow connected two
plays later on a 58-yard pass to Thomas that led to an
8-yard touchdown run on a quarterback draw for a 14-6
advantage. Quinton Carter’s interception moments lat-
er led to a field goal, giving Denver 17 points in less
than six minutes. The Broncos led 20-6 at halftime, but
the Steelers responded with an 11-play, 87-yard drive
on their first possession of the second half, set up by a
32-yard run by Isaac Redman, to pull within 20-13. Den-
ver used more than six minutes of the clock on its next
drive, and Matt Prater's 35-yard field goal staked the
Broncos to a 23-13 lead with 13:10 to play. The Steel-
ers’ next drive was capped by Suisham’s third field
goal, and moments later Ryan Mundy forced Willis Mc-
Gahee to fumble and LaMarr Woodley recovered at the
Steelers’ 44. Ben Roethlisberger needed just seven
plays to tie the game, 23-23, on Jerricho Cotchery’s

31-yard scoring grab deep down the middle with 3:48

on the clock. Neither team threatened on its final pos-

session of regulation, and the Broncos won the over-

time toss. In the first game to use the NFL’s new rules

for modified sudden death overtime, Suisham’s kickoff

sailed into the end zone for a touchback. On the first

play, Tebow fired a short 17-yard pass to Thomas on a

crossing route. Thomas stiff-armed Ike Taylor and out-

ran two Steelers to the end zone. The 11-second over-

time was the shortest in NFL history. Tebow was 10 of

21 for 316 yards and 2 touchdowns. His 31.6 yards per

completion average established an NFL postseason

record. Thomas had 4 catches for 204 yards. Roethlis-

berger was 22 of 40 for 289 yards and 1 touchdown, with

1 interception. Redman rushed 17 times for 121 yards.

Pittsburgh 6 0 7 10 0o — 23

Denver 0 20 0 3 6 — 29

Pitt — FG Suisham 45

Pitt — FG Suisham 38

Den — Royal 30 pass from Tebow (Prater kick)

Den — Tebow 8 run (Prater kick)

Den — FG Prater 20

Den — FG Prater 28

Pitt — Wallace 1 run (Suisham kick)

Den — FG Prater 35

Pitt — FG Suisham 37

Pitt — Cotchery 31 pass from Roethlisberger
(Suisham kick)

Den — Thomas 80 pass from Tebow

HOUSTON TEXANS 31, CINCINNATI 10—Arian Fos-
ter ran for 153 yards and 2 touchdowns as the Texans
pulled away from the Bengals to register the franchise’s
first postseason victory. A 52-yard pass interference
penalty set up Cedric Benson'’s 1-yard run and gave the
Bengals a 7-0 lead midway through the first quarter. The
Texans needed just six plays to drive 80 yards and tie
the game on Foster’s 8-yard run. After missing a 50-
yard field goal, Mike Nugent made a 37-yard kick for the
Bengals for a 10-7 lead with 7:09 left in the second quar-
ter. Over the next 32 minutes, the Texans’ defense sti-
fled the Bengals, not allowing Cincinnati to run a play in-
side the Texans’ 46 until the game’s final five minutes.
With the score 10-10 and 59 seconds left in the half,
back on their own 34-yard line, Andy Dalton’s short
pass was intercepted by J.J. Watt, who returned it 29
yards for a momentum-swinging touchdown and 17-10
Houston lead. Rookie T.J. Yates completed a 40-yard
touchdown pass to Andre Johnson late in the third
quarter, and Danieal Manning’s interception in the
fourth quarter led to Foster’s 42-yard touchdown run
with 5:15 remaining to finish the scoring. Yates was 11
of 20 for 159 yards and 1 touchdown. Foster rushed 24
times for 153 yards and 2 scores. Dalton was 27 of 42
for 257 yards, with 3 interceptions.

Cincinnati 7 3 0 0 — 10
Hou. Texans 7 10 7 7 — 31
Cin — Benson 1 run (Nugent kick)
Hou — Foster 8 run (Rackers kick)

Cin  — FG Nugent 37

Hou — FG Rackers 39

Hou — Watt 29 interception return (Rackers kick)
Hou — Johnson 40 pass from Yates (Rackers kick)
Hou — Foster 42 run (Rackers kick)

2010

BALTIMORE RAVENS 30, KANSAS CITY 7—Joe Flac-
co passed for 2 touchdowns and the Ravens scored the
game’s final 27 points en route to a wild-card victory.
Baltimore’s defense allowed just 161 total yards and
forced five turnovers. Late in the first quarter, Tamba
Hali sacked Flacco, forced him to fumble, and recov-
ered the ball. Two plays later, Jamaal Charles ran up the
middle 41 yards for a touchdown and 7-3 lead. The
Chiefs’ defense then forced a punt, and Kansas City
drove across midfield. But Terrence Cody forced
Charles to fumble and Brandon McKinney recovered.
Late in the half, Flacco connected on a 13-yard pass to
Todd Heap on third-and-13. The play sparked a drive
that culminated with Ray Rice’s 9-yard touchdown grab
with just 19 seconds left in the half for a 10-7 halftime
lead. The Chiefs drove to the Ravens’ 33 to begin the
second half, but Dawan Landry and his teammates
stopped Charles on fourth-and-1 to regain possession.
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Billy Cundiff kicked a field goal to conclude the ensuing
possession, and three plays later Ray Lewis forced Dex-
ter McCluster to fumble. Chris Carr recovered at the
Chiefs’ 17, and Cundiff’s third field goal gave Baltimore
a 16-7 lead. Two plays later, Landry intercepted Matt
Cassel’s pass at the Chiefs’ 31, and Anquan Boldin’s 4-
yard touchdown reception increased the lead to 23-7.
After forcing a punt, the Ravens drove 80 yards in 15
plays, with Willis McGahee’s fourth-and-goal 1-yard
touchdown run giving Baltimore a 30-7 lead with 4:26 to
play. Flacco was 25 of 34 for 265 yards and 2 touch-
downs. Heap had 10 catches for 108 yards. Cassel
completed 9 of 18 passes for 70 yards, with 3 intercep-
tions.

Balt. Ravens 3 7 13 7 — 30
Kansas City 7 0 0 o — 7
Balt — FG Cundiff 19

KC — Charles 41 run (Succop kick)

Balt — Rice 9 pass from Flacco (Cundiff kick)

Balt — FG Cundiff 29

Balt — FG Cundiff 29

Balt — Boldin 4 pass from Flacco (Cundiff kick)

Balt — McGahee 25 run (Cundiff kick)

NEW YORK JETS 17, INDIANAPOLIS 16—Nick Folk’s
32-yard field goal as time expired lifted the Jets past the
Colts. Both teams punted to conclude each of their first
four possessions before the Colts broke through. Do-
minic Rhodes picked up a first down on third-and-1,
and on the next play Peyton Manning hit Pierre Garcon
for a 57-yard touchdown pass. The Jets reached the
Colts’ red zone just before halftime, but Justin Tryon in-
tercepted Mark Sanchez’s pass, and the Colts took a
7-0 lead to the locker room. The Jets converted two
third-down situations to begin the second half, and
LaDainian Tomlinson tied the game with a 1-yard touch-
down run. The Colts responded with a field goal, but the
Jets answered with a 17-play, 87-yard drive that fea-
tured two third-down conversions and once again con-
cluded with a Tomlinson 1-yard scoring run for a 14-10
lead with 9:59 remaining. The Colts kicked field goals
on their next two possessions, taking a 16-14 lead with
Adam Vinatieri’s 50-yard boot with 53 seconds to play.
Antonio Cromartie returned the ensuing kickoff 47
yards, and Sanchez completed a pair of passes to
Braylon Edwards, including an 18-yard catch to the
Colts’ 14. Folk made the 32-yard field goal as time ex-
pired. Sanchez was 18 of 31 for 189 yards, with 1 inter-
ception. Manning was 18 of 26 for 225 yards and 1
touchdown. Garcon had 5 receptions for 112 yards.

N.Y. Jets 0 0 7 10 — 17
Indianapolis 0 7 3 6 — 16
Ind — Garcon 57 pass from Manning (Vinatieri kick)
NYJ — Tomlinson 1 run (Folk kick)

Ind — FG Vinatieri 47

NYJ — Tomlinson 1 run (Folk kick)
Ind — FG Vinatieri 32

Ind — FG Vinatieri 50

NYJ — FG Folk 32

2009

BALTIMORE RAVENS 33, NEW ENGLAND 14—Ray
Rice ran 83 yards for a touchdown on the Ravens’ first
play from scrimmage and the Ravens scored 24 first-
quarter points, equaling the second-most in NFL post-
season history for the opening quarter, to defeat the Pa-
triots. The Ravens’ defense held New England to 196
yards, registered 3 sacks and forced 4 turnovers. Rice’s
83-yard run 17 seconds into the game was the second-
longest run in postseason history. Three plays later, Ter-
rell Suggs sacked Tom Brady, forced him to fumble,
and recovered the ball. Le’Ron McClain scored five
plays later for a 14-0 lead just 4:31 into the game. Chris
Carr intercepted Brady at the Patriots’ 25 midway
through the quarter, and Rice scored six plays later for
a 21-0 lead. Ed Reed then intercepted a pass to set up
Billy Cundiff's 27-yard field goal for a 24-0 lead with 1:19
left in the first quarter. The Patriots took advantage of a
muffed punt to score their first touchdown and cut the
deficit to 27-14 late in the third quarter with a 53-yard
touchdown drive. The Ravens were faced with three
third-down situations on their ensuing possession, and
Joe Flacco converted all three, completing two passes
and scrambling for seven yards, to set up Willis McGa-

hee’s 3-yard touchdown run with 10:32 to play. Flacco
was 4 of 10 for 34 yards, with 1 interception. Rice car-
ried 22 times for 159 yards. Brady was 23 of 42 for 154
yards and 2 touchdowns, with 3 interceptions.

Balt. Ravens 24 0 3 6 — 33
New England 0 7 7 0 — 14
Balt — Rice 83 run (Cundiff kick)

Balt — McClain 1 run (Cundiff kick)

Balt — Rice 1 run (Cundiff kick)

Balt — FG Cundiff 27

NE — Edelman 6 pass from Brady
(Gostkowski kick)
Balt — FG Cundiff 23
NE — Edelman 1 pass from Brady
(Gostkowski kick)
Balt — McGahee 3 run (run failed)
NEW YORK JETS 24, CINCINNATI 14—Shonn
Greene rushed for 135 yards as the Jets defeated the
Bengals for the second consecutive week. New York
had defeated Cincinnati the previous week to advance
to the playoffs. For Cincinnati, the Bengals were playing
in just their second postseason game since 1990.
Greene’s 39-yard touchdown run early in the second
quarter tied the game 7-7. Darrelle Revis intercepted a
pass on the Bengals’ next possession, and four plays
later Mark Sanchez connected deep down the right
side with Dustin Keller on a 45-yard touchdown for a
14-7 lead. The Jets made a field goal to begin the third
quarter, which was nullified by a holding penalty. The
Jets punted, and the Bengals drove down field, but
Shayne Graham’s 35-yard field-goal attempt sailed
wide left. On the ensuing drive, Sanchez completed a
16-yard pass to Braylon Edwards on third-and-6 to
set up Thomas Jones’ 9-yard touchdown run for a 21-7
lead. Cedric Benson broke free for a 47-yard touch-
down early in the fourth quarter. The Jets answered with
a field goal, and the Bengals then drove to the Jets’
11 with 3:58 to play. However, Graham pushed a 28-
yard field-goal attempt wide right. The Bengals did
force a punt, but the Jets’ 2009 number-one ranked
defense sacked Carson Palmer on each of the final
two plays to secure the victory. Sanchez was 12 of 15
for 182 yards and 1 touchdown. Greene had 21 carries
for 135 yards. Palmer was 18 of 36 for 146 yards and 1
touchdown, with 1 interception. Benson carried 21
times for 169 yards.

N.Y. Jets 0 14 7 3 — 24
Cincinnati 7 0 0 7 — 14
Cin  — Coles 11 pass from Palmer (Graham kick)
NYJ — Greene 39 run (Feely kick)

NYJ — Keller 45 pass from Sanchez (Feely kick)
NYJ — Jones 9 run (Feely kick)

Cin — Benson 47 run (Graham kick)

NYJ — FG Feely 20

2008

BALTIMORE RAVENS 27, MIAMI 9—The Ravens’ de-
fense forced five turnovers, including Ed Reed’s 64-yard
interception return for a touchdown to guide Baltimore
to a road victory. Joe Flacco became the first rookie
quarterback to win a postseason game since Ben
Roethlisberger four years earlier. With 2:30 left in the first
half, Chad Pennington released a long pass downfield.
Reed intercepted the pass over his shoulder and
weaved his way through the entire Dolphins’ offense for
a 64-yard touchdown and 10-3 lead. The Ravens’ de-
fense forced a quick three-and-out, and Flacco com-
pleted a 31-yard pass to Derrick Mason to set up Matt
Stover's 31-yard field goal with 16 seconds left in the half
for a 13-3 lead. Fabian Washington intercepted Pen-
nington three plays into the second half, and Terrell Sug-
gs recovered Patrick Cobbs’ fumble on the Dolphins’
next possession. The latter turnover was followed four
plays later by Le’Ron McClain’s 8-yard touchdown run
for a 20-3 lead. Reed’s second interception, at the
Ravens’ 8, stopped another Dolphins’ drive late in the
third quarter. Miami scored its first touchdown with 13:09
to play, but Frank Walker blocked the extra point. The
Dolphins then drove to the Ravens’ 25 with 8:44 to play,
but Ted Ginn fumbled the exchange on a reverse. Miami
recovered, but lost 19 yards on the play and was forced
to punt on fourth-and-26 with 7:37 remaining. Willis Mc-
Gahee’s 48-yard run set up Flacco’s 5-yard scoring run

on third-and-goal with 3:53 left to put the game out of
reach. Flacco was 9 of 23 for 135 yards. Pennington was
25 of 38 for 252 yards and 1 touchdown, with 4 inter-

ceptions.

Balt. Ravens 3 10 7 7 — 27
Miami 3 0 0 6 — 9
Mia — FG Carpenter 19

Balt — FG Stover 23

Balt — Reed 64 interception return (Stover kick)

Balt — FG Stover 31

Balt — McClain 8 run (Stover kick)

Mia — Brown 2 pass from Pennington (kick blocked)
Balt — Flacco 5 run (Stover kick)

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 23, INDIANAPOLIS 17
(OT)—Darren Sproles raced 22 yards for a touchdown
6:20 into overtime as the Chargers knocked the Colts out
of the playoffs for the second consecutive season. Pey-
ton Manning was 6-for-6 on an 81-yard touchdown drive
in the first quarter. Antonio Gates’ 30-yard reception in
the second quarter was followed on the next play by
LaDainian Tomlinson’s 3-yard scoring run to tie the
game. Sproles’ 9-yard run with just 42 seconds left in the
half gave the Chargers a 14-10 lead. In the third quarter,
on third-and-5, Manning and the Colts rushed to the line
of scrimmage. Manning took a quick snap and fired a
pass down the left sideline to Reggie Wayne, who had
streaked past Antonio Cromartie, who had been looking
at the sidelines for a play call. Wayne caught the pass for
a 72-yard touchdown and 17-14 lead. San Diego drove
to the Colts’ 9, but Sproles fumbled and Raheem Brock
recovered for a touchback. Antoine Bethea intercepted
Philip Rivers’ long pass at the goal line and returned it 36
yards with 12:17 remaining to stop another Chargers’
scoring threat. Later in the quarter, Mike Scifres’ 52-yard
punt bounced out of bounds at the Colts’ 1. Tim Dobbins
sacked Manning on third down, and Sproles returned the
punt 26 yards to the Colts’ 38 with 1:48 to play. Nate
Kaeding’s 26-yard field goal tied the game with 31 sec-
onds left. The Chargers won the overtime coin toss. The
Colts committed three defensive penalties on the final
drive, which ended on its tenth play when Sproles went
over left tackle on second-and-12 for a 22-yard touch-
down. Rivers was 20 of 36 for 217 yards, with 1 intercep-
tion. Sproles rushed 22 times for 105 yards and 2 touch-
downs. Manning was 25 of 42 for 310 yards and 1 touch-
down. Wayne had 4 catches for 129 yards.
Indianapolis 7 3 7 0 0o — 17
S.D.Chargers 0 14 0 3 6 — 23
Ind — Addai 1 run (Vinatieri kick)
SD — Tomlinson 3 run (Kaeding kick)
Ind — FG Vinatieri 43
SD — Sproles 9 run (Kaeding kick)
Ind — Wayne 72 pass from Manning

(Vinatieri kick)
SD — FG Kaeding 26
SD — Sproles 22 run

2007

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 17, TENNESSEE 6—Philip
Rivers passed for 292 yards, and the Chargers’ defense
allowed just 248 yards, as San Diego won its first play-
off game in 13 years. The Titans led 3-0 early in the sec-
ond quarter and drove to the Chargers’ 12, but Shawne
Merriman forced Chris Brown to fumble and Shaun
Phillips recovered. However, Nate Kaeding missed a
45-yard field-goal attempt and Rob Bironas’ second
field goal, from 44 yards as the half expired, stretched
the Titans’ lead to 6-0. The Chargers converted two
third downs on their second-half opening 86-yard drive,
but had to settle for a field goal. The Chargers’ defense
then forced a punt, and Rivers began the ensuing 78-
yard drive with a 20-yard pass to Vincent Jackson and
ended the possession with a 25-yard touchdown pass
to Jackson to give the Chargers a 10-6 lead. The Titans
drove to the Chargers’ 20, but Bironas’ 38-yard field-
goal attempt was wide left with 14:04 to play. The
Chargers then drove 72 yards, highlighted by Chris
Chambers’ 39-yard catch on third-and-10, and capped
by LaDainian Tomlinson’s fourth-and-1 leap across the
goal line. Tomlinson was met in midair by Stephen Tul-
loch, and Colin Allred knocked the ball out of his hands
once his second effort got him across the goal line. Jeff
Fisher challenged the play, but the touchdown call on
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the field stood and San Diego led 17-6 with 8:45 re-
maining. Drayton Florence’s interception at the Titans’
20 with 3:33 remaining ended Tennessee’s final pos-
session. Rivers was 19 of 30 for 292 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception. Chambers had 6 catches for
121 yards, and Jackson added 5 receptions for 114
yards. Vince Young was 16 of 29 for 138 yards, with 1
interception.

Tennessee 3 3 0 0 — 6
S.D. Chargers 0 0 10 7 — 17
Tenn — FG Bironas 30

Tenn — FG Bironas 44

SD — FG Kaeding 20

SD — Jackson 25 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)
SD — Tomlinson 1 run (Kaeding kick)

JACKSONVILLE 31, PITTSBURGH 29—David
Garrard’s 32-yard fourth-down run set up Josh
Scobee’s game-winning 25-yard field goal with 37 sec-
onds left as the Jaguars won their first playoff game in
eight years. The Steelers outgained the Jaguars
340-239 yards, but Jacksonville’s defense forced 4
turnovers and the offense made just enough big plays.
The Steelers opened the game with an 80-yard touch-
down drive, but Maurice Jones-Drew returned the en-
suing kickoff 96 yards to the Steelers’ 1. Fred Taylor
scored on the next play. In the second quarter, Rashean
Mathis returned an interception 63 yards for a touch-
down. Moments later, Mathis intercepted another pass
that was followed three plays later by Jones-Drew’s
43-yard touchdown catch-and-run of a short pass for a
21-7 lead with 8:34 left in the half. The Steelers had a
chance to score just before halftime, but Derek Landri
intercepted a pass at the Jaguars’ 25 to maintain the
14-point lead. Two plays into the second half, James
Farrior intercepted a pass to set up Jeff Reed’s field
goal. The Jaguars answered with an 82-yard touch-
down drive. Pittsburgh then drove to the Jaguars’ 37.
Faced with a fourth-and-12 on the first play of the fourth
quarter and trailing 28-10, Pittsburgh went for the first
down. Ben Roethlisberger connected on a quick pass
to Santonio Holmes that resulted in a 37-yard touch-
down. The Steelers’ defense then forced a three-and-
out, and the offense drove 69 yards, capped by Heath
Miller's 14-yard touchdown catch with 10:25 to play.
Trailing 28-23, the Steelers converted the 2-point con-
version, but a holding penalty wiped out the score.
Pittsburgh still went for the 2-point conversion, and
Roethlisberger was stopped on a scramble from the
12-yard line. Two plays later, ke Taylor intercepted a
pass and returned it 31 yards to the Jaguars’ 16. A de-
fensive pass interference penalty on fourth-and-goal
from the Jaguars’ 1 kept the drive alive, and Najeh Dav-
enport scored with 6:21 remaining to give Pittsburgh a
29-28 lead. Roethlisberger’s 2-point conversion pass
for Nate Washington fell incomplete. After an exchange
of punts, Dennis Northcutt had a 16-yard return that
gave the Jaguars’ possession at their own 49 with 2:38
remaining. Faced with a fourth-and-2 from the Steelers’
43 with 1:56 to play, Garrard dropped back, and then
scrambled right up the middle for 32 yards. Scobee’s
25-yard field goal was good with 37 seconds left. Start-
ing from their own 28-yard line, Bobby McCray sacked
Roethlisberger on the first play, forced him to fumble
and Landri recovered to clinch the victory. Garrard was
9 of 21 for 140 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 intercep-
tions. Roethlisberger was 29 of 42 for 337 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 3 interceptions. Hines Ward had 10
receptions for 135 yards.

Jacksonville 7 14 7 3
Pittsburgh 7 0 3 19
Pitt — Davenport 1 run (Reed kick)

— 31
— 29

Jax — Taylor 1 run (Scobee kick)
Jax — Mathis 63 interception return (Scobee kick)
Jax — Jones-Drew 43 pass from Garrard (Scobee

kick)
Pitt — FG Reed 28

Jax — Jones-Drew 10 run (Scobee kick)

Pitt — Holmes 37 pass from Roethlisberger (Reed
kick)

Pitt — Miller 14 pass from Roethlisberger (run
failed)

Pitt — Davenport 1 run (pass failed)

Jax — FG Scobee 25

2006

NEW ENGLAND 37, NEW YORK JETS 16—Tom Brady
passed for 2 touchdowns as the Patriots held off the
Jets’ squad led by first-year coach, and former Patriots’
defensive coordinator, Eric Mangini. Chad Pennington’s
77-yard touchdown pass to Jerricho Cotchery gave the
Jets a 10-7 lead early in the second quarter. The Patriots
responded by scoring on their next five possessions.
Brady’s 1-yard touchdown pass to Daniel Graham with
11 seconds left in the half capped a 15-play, 80-yard
drive and gave the Patriots a 17-10 halftime lead. The
Jets trailed just 20-13 late in the third quarter when Pen-
nington threw a backward pass that was knocked down
by Rosevelt Colvin, resulting in a fumble. Vince Wilfork
picked up the loose ball and returned it 31 yards, setting
up Stephen Gostkowski’s 28-yard field goal. The Jets re-
sponded with Mike Nugent’s third field goal and trailed
just 23-16 with 11:39 remaining. Brady answered with a
13-play, 63-yard drive, capped by Brady’s 7-yard touch-
down pass to Kevin Faulk on third-and-goal with 5:16 re-
maining. Two plays later, Asante Samuel intercepted
Pennington’s pass and returned it 36 yards for the final
touchdown. Brady was 22 of 34 for 212 yards and 2
touchdowns. Jabar Gaffney had 8 catches for 104 yards.
Pennington was 23 of 40 for 300 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception. Cotchery had 4 receptions for

100 yards.
N.Y. Jets 3 7 3 3 — 16
New England 7 10 6 14 — 37

NE — Dillon 11 run (Gostkowski kick)
NYJ — FG Nugent 28
NYJ — Cotchery 77 pass from Pennington
(Nugent kick)
NE — FG Gostkowski 20
NE — Graham 1 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NYJ — FG Nugent 21
NE — FG Gostkowski 40
NE — FG Gostkowski 28

NYJ — FG Nugent 37
NE — Faulk 7 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — Samuel 36 interception return (Gostkowski kick)

INDIANAPOLIS 23, KANSAS CITY 8—Joseph Addai
rushed for 122 yards, and the Colts’ defense did not al-
low a first down until the third quarter en route to a wild-
card victory. For the game, the Colts outgained the
Chiefs 435-126 in total yards, had a 28-7 advantage in
first downs, and a 39:23-20:37 edge in time of posses-
sion. At halftime, the Chiefs had been outgained 255-16
in total yards, but trailed just 9-0. A 12-play, 89-yard
drive in the third quarter, capped by Addai’s 6-yard run,
increased the lead to 16-0. With 3:38 left in the third
quarter, Trent Green’s 6-yard pass to Tony Gonzalez re-
sulted in the Chiefs’ initial first down. Six plays later, the
pair hooked up on a similar pass to score, and Green
added a 2-point conversion pass to Kris Wilson to cut
the deficit to 16-8. But Peyton Manning engineered a
9-play, 71-yard drive on the next possession, capped
by Reggie Wayne’s 5-yard touchdown catch, for a 23-8
lead with 10:16 to play. The Chiefs had one good scor-
ing opportunity, but Robert Mathis and Bo Schobel
sacked Green and forced him to fumble. Josh Thomas
recovered at the Colts’ 30 with 3:55 to play. Manning
was 30 of 38 for 268 yards and 1 touchdown, with 3 in-
terceptions. Addai carried 25 times for 122 yards. Dal-
las Clark had 9 receptions for 103 yards for the Colts.
Green was 14 of 24 for 107 yards and 1 touchdown,
with 2 interceptions.

Kansas City 0 0 8 0o — 8
Indianapolis 6 3 7 7 — 28
Ind — FG Vinatieri 48
Ind — FG Vinatieri 19
Ind — FG Vinatieri 50
Ind — Addai 6 run (Vinatieri kick)
KC — Gonzalez 6 pass from T. Green

(K. Wilson pass from T. Green)
Ind — Wayne 5 pass from Manning (Vinatieri kick)
2005

PITTSBURGH 31, CINCINNATI 17—Ben Roethlis-
berger passed for 3 touchdowns and the Steelers’ de-
fense shutout the Bengals in the second half to post the
first postseason road victory of Bill Cowher’s 14-year
coaching career. Carson Palmer injured his knee on the

Bengals’ second play of the game. Kimo von Oelhoffen
was blocked into Palmer’s knee. The play resulted in a
66-yard pass to Chris Henry, who also was injured on
the play. The pass set up Shayne Graham’s 23-yard
field goal, and Jon Kitna engineered touchdown drives
of 76 and 57 yards on the next two possessions to take
a 17-7 lead with 6:13 left in the second quarter. Roeth-
lisberger’s 54-yard pass to Cedrick Wilson set up Hines
Ward'’s 5-yard touchdown grab on third-and-goal. On
the opening possession of the second half, the Bengals
led 17-14 and drove to the Steelers’ 15, but from field-
goal formation Brad St. Louis’s snap was high and
holder Kyle Larson could not hold onto the ball. The
Steelers responded with a 66-yard touchdown drive to
take the lead. After forcing a punt, the Steelers were
faced with third-and-3 from the Bengals’ 43. Antwaan
Randle El took the Shotgun snap, rolled right, passed
backwards across the field to Roethlisberger, who then
fired long downfield to a wide open Wilson, who caught
the ball at the 5-yard line and jogged into the end zone
for a 28-17 lead. James Farrior’s interception on the
next drive led to Jeff Reed’s field goal with 10:29 to play.
The Bengals drove to the Steelers’ 45 with 4:12 to play,
but Troy Polamalu’s diving interception ended the
Bengals’ final hope. Roethlisberger was 14 of 19 for 208
yards and 3 touchdowns. Wilson had 3 catches for 104
yards. Kitna was 24 of 40 for 197 yards and 1 touch-
downs, with 2 interceptions.
Pittsburgh 0 14 14 3 — 31
Cincinnati 10 7 0 0o — 17
Cin — FG Graham 23
Cin — R. Johnson 20 run (Graham kick)
Pitt — Parker 19 pass from Roethlisberger (Reed kick)
Cin  — Houshmandzadeh 7 pass from Kitna

(Graham kick)
Pitt — Ward 5 pass from Roethlisberger (Reed kick)
Pitt — Bettis 5 run (Reed kick)
Pitt — Wilson 43 pass from Roethlisberger

(Reed kick)
Pitt — FG Reed 21

NEW ENGLAND 28, JACKSONVILLE 3—Tom Brady
passed for 3 touchdowns and Willie McGinest regis-
tered an NFL-postseason record 4% sacks as the Patri-
ots won their NFL-record 10th consecutive postseason
game. Brady improved to 10-0 as a postseason starter,
and McGinest set a career postseason record with 16
sacks, surpassing Bruce Smith’s mark of 14%. Tim
Dwight’s 27-yard punt return set up Troy Brown’s
11-yard touchdown catch on third-and-5. The Jaguars
had a 12-play drive just before halftime that culminated
with Josh Scobee’s 36-yard field goal to pull within 7-3.
New England forced a punt to begin the second half,
and the offense drove 81 yards in 12 plays, highlighted
by Andre’ Davis’ fumble recovery of Ben Watson’s
bouncing fumble at the Jaguars’ 3, and capped on the
next play by Brady’s 3-yard touchdown toss to Givens
in the back of the end zone. The touchdown marked
Givens’ sixth consecutive postseason game with a
scoring catch, second in NFL history, and two games
shy of John Stallworth’s record. The Patriots forced an-
other punt, and on third-and-13 Brady completed a
short pass to Watson, who broke three tackles en route
to a Patriots’ postseason-record long 63-yard touch-
down for a 21-3 lead with 3:03 left in the third quarter.
The Jaguars’ drove to the Patriots’ 32, but on fourth-
and-5, Asante Samuel stepped in front of Byron Left-
wich’s pass and returned it untouched 73 yards on the
first play of the fourth quarter to complete the scoring.
Brady was 15 of 27 for 201 yards and 3 touchdowns.
Leftwich, making his first start since missing the final
five games with an ankle injury, was 18 of 31 for 179
yards, with 1 interception. David Garrard played the
final two drives and was 3 of 8 for 68 yards.
Jacksonville 0 3 0 0o — 3
New England 0 7 14 7 — 28
NE — T. Brown 11 pass from Brady (Vinatieri kick)
Jax — FG Scobee 36

NE — Givens 3 pass from Brady (Vinatieri kick)

NE — Watson 63 pass from Brady (Vinatieri kick)
NE — Samuel 73 interception return (Vinatieri kick)

2004
INDIANAPOLIS 49, DENVER 24—Peyton Manning
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passed for 457 yards, the second-most in postseason
history. Reggie Wayne had 221 receiving yards, the
third-highest mark in postseason annals, on 10 recep-
tions for the Colts. Manning passed for 360 yards and 3
touchdowns in the first half, and the Colts outgained the
Broncos 529-338 for the game, and 395-103 in the first
half. The Colts scored 7 touchdowns in 10 possessions,
punting twice, and driving at least 75 yards four times.
Manning’s 1-yard sneak with 38 seconds left in the half
capped a 75-yard drive and gave the Colts a 35-3 half-
time lead. The Broncos scored on their first three pos-
sessions of the second half, but got no closer than 18
points. The Broncos pulled within 42-24 on Tatum Bell’s
1-yard run with 7:45 to play, but Manning completed a
22-yard pass to Dallas Clark on third-and-4 to set up
Dominic Rhodes’ 2-yard run with 2:02 remaining. Man-
ning was 27 of 33 for 457 yards and 4 touchdowns, with
1 interception. Wayne had 10 catches for 221 yards,
and Clark added 6 catches for 112 yards. Jake Plum-
mer was 24 of 34 for 284 yards and 2 touchdowns, with
1 interception.

Denver 0 3 14 7 — 24
Indianapolis 14 21 0 14 — 49
Ind — Mungro 2 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — James 1 run (Vanderjagt kick)

Ind — Clark 19 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Den — FG Elam 33

Ind — Wayne 35 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — Manning 1 run (Vanderjagt kick)

Den — R. Smith 9 pass from Plummer (Elam kick)

Den — Putzier 35 pass from Plummer (Elam kick)

Ind — Wayne 43 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Den — Bell 1 run (Elam kick)

Ind — Rhodes 2 run (Vanderjagt kick)

NEW YORK JETS 20, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 17
(OT)—Doug Brien kicked a 28-yard field goal in over-
time as the Jets overcame a game-tying Chargers’
touchdown in the final minute of regulation and a
missed Chargers’ field-goal attempt in overtime to give
the Jets their first road postseason victory since 1982.
With the game played in a steady rain on a soaked field,
Brien missed a 33-yard field-goal attempt in the first
quarter as the teams went into the locker room tied 7-7.
The Jets scored on their first possession of the second
half when Chad Pennington completed a 47-yard per-
fectly placed touchdown pass to Santana Moss on a
post pattern, just over the outstretched arms of Quentin
Jammer and Jerry Wilson, and Brien added a 42-yard
field goal, that bounced off the upright and crossbar be-
fore going through, on their next possession for a 17-7
lead. Nate Kaeding capped the ensuing possession
with a 35-yard field goal with 10:43 to play to pull within
17-10, and the Chargers forced a punt and started from
their own 20 with 4:46 left. Antonio Gates had catches
of 21 and 44 yards as the Chargers reached the Jets’ 1.
On third-and-goal, LaDainian Tomlinson was dropped
for a 1-yard loss. On fourth-and-goal with 24 seconds
left, Drew Brees was chased 20 yards behind the line of
scrimmage and lofted a pass into the end zone that fell
incomplete. Roughing the passer was called on Eric
Barton, placing the ball at the Jets’ 1, and Brees com-
pleted a touchdown pass to Gates with 11 seconds left
to tie the game. The Chargers won the overtime toss,
and after an exchange of punts, the Chargers drove 47
yards in 13 plays to set up Kaeding’s 40-yard field-goal
attempt, which sailed wide right. Pennington completed
passes to Moss and Justin McCareins, and LaMont
Jordan had a 19-yard run to the Chargers’ 15 to set up
Brien’s game-winning kick with five seconds remaining.
Pennington was 23 of 33 for 279 yards and 2 touch-
downs, and Moss had 4 catches for 100 yards. Brees
was 31 of 42 for 319 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 in-

terception.

N.Y. Jets o 7 10 0 3 — 20
S.D.Chargers 0 7 0 10 o — 17
SD — McCardell 26 pass from Brees (Kaeding kick)

NYJ — Becht 13 pass from Pennington (Brien kick)
NYJ — Moss 47 pass from Pennington (Brien kick)
NYJ — FG Brien 42

SD — FG Kaeding 35

SD — Gates 1 pass from Brees (Kaeding kick)
NYJ — FG Brien 28

2003

INDIANAPOLIS 41, DENVER 10—Peyton Manning
passed for 5 touchdowns as the Colts scored on their
first seven possessions and avenged a 31-17 home
loss to the Broncos two weeks earlier. The Colts took
the opening kickoff and drove 70 yards in 6 plays,
capped by Brandon Stokley’s 31-yard touchdown
catch. The Broncos responded with a 8:14 drive that
culminated with Jason Elam’s 49-yard field goal. The
Colts answered with another touchdown, which came
when Marvin Harrison made a diving catch at the 30-
yard line, and when nobody touched him he got up and
ran into the end zone. The Colts scored on all three of
their second quarter possessions, highlighted by Man-
ning’s 87-yard touchdown pass to Stokley with 1:51 left
in the half, and capped by Mike Vanderjagt’s 27-yard
field goal, which was set up by David Macklin’s inter-
ception, as the half expired for a 31-3 lead. At halftime
Manning was 16 of 18 for 327 yards and 4 touchdowns.
Raheem Brock blocked Elam’s 46-yard field-goal at-
tempt to begin the second half, and Manning engi-
neered a 12-play, 64-yard drive that ended with Reggie
Wayne’s 7-yard touchdown catch for a 38-3 lead with
5:19 left in the third quarter. Dwight Freeney forced a
fumble by Jake Plummer and Rob Morris recovered to
set up Vanderjagt’s second field goal with 55 seconds
left in the third quarter. Plummer’s 7-yard touchdown
pass to Rod Smith with 7:04 remaining ended the scor-
ing. The Colts outgained Denver 479-322. Manning was
22 of 26 for 377 yards and 5 touchdowns, for a perfect
158.3 passer rating. Harrison had 7 receptions for 133
yards, and Stokley had 4 for 144. Plummer was 23 of 30
for 181 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions.
Denver 3 0 0 7 — 10
Indianapolis 14 17 10 0 — 41
Ind — Stokley 31 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Den — FG Elam 49

Ind — Harrison 46 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — Harrison 23 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — Stokley 87 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 27

Ind — Wayne 7 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 20

Den — Smith 7 pass from Plummer (Elam kick)

TENNESSEE 20, BALTIMORE RAVENS 17—Gary An-
derson kicked a 46-yard field goal with 29 seconds left
as the Titans snapped a five-game losing streak to the
Ravens. Chris Brown'’s first professional touchdown, on
a 6-yard run, capped a 10-play, 67-yard opening drive
for the Titans. Tennessee then forced a punt, but two
plays later Steve McNair’s pass was tipped by Ed Reed
and intercepted by Will Demps, who returned it 56
yards for his first-ever NFL touchdown. The Titans drove
to the Ravens’ 17 early in the second quarter, but Reed
intercepted his third-down pass. Baltimore led 10-7 in
the middle of the third quarter when McNair lofted a
pass down the left sideline. Justin McCareins adjusted
to the underthrown ball, caught it near the 15-yard line
before racing untouched into the end zone. Samari
Rolle intercepted Anthony Wright’s pass at the Ravens’
31 with 11:33 left to set up a 45-yard field goal by An-
derson for a 17-10 lead with 9:13 to play. The 44-year-
old Anderson had not made a field goal longer than 43
yards all season, but surpassed that feat twice in the fi-
nal 10 minutes of the game. Wright engineered a 9-play,
71-yard drive after Anderson’s first field goal and hit
Todd Heap with a 35-yard scoring pass with 4:30 left.
The Titans got the ball at their own 37 with 2:44 left and
drove 35 yards in 8 plays, highlighted by a 13-yard pass
to Derrick Mason and an 8-yard run by Eddie George
on third-and-1, to set up Anderson’s winning kick. The
Ravens reached their own 40 before Wright’s final pass
fell incomplete. McNair was 14 of 23 for 159 yards and
1 touchdown, with 3 interceptions. Wright was 20 of 37
for 214 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions.

Tennessee 7 0 7 6 — 20
Balt. Ravens 7 3 0 7 — 17
Tenn — Brown 6 run (Anderson kick)

Balt — Demps 56 interception return (Stover kick)

Balt — FG Stover 43

Tenn — McCareins 49 pass from McNair
(Anderson kick)

Tenn — FG Anderson 45

Balt — Heap 35 pass from Wright (Stover kick)
Tenn — FG Anderson 46

2002

PITTSBURGH 36, CLEVELAND BROWNS 33—The
NFL’s comeback player of the year, Tommy Maddox, led
the Steelers to 29 points in the final 19 minutes to over-
come a 17-point deficit. On the game’s third play, Kelly
Holcomb, starting in place of the injured Tim Couch,
connected on an 83-yard pass to Kevin Johnson to set
up William Green’s 1-yard run. A muffed punt by
Antwaan Randle El early in the second quarter was fol-
lowed on the next play by Holcomb’s 32-yard touch-
down pass to Dennis Northcutt. Randle El redeemed
himself five minutes later with a 66-yard punt return for a
touchdown. The Browns led 17-7 at halftime, and when
Northcutt returned a punt 59 yards and three plays later
caught a 15-yard touchdown pass, the Browns had a 17-
point lead with 12:11 left in the third quarter. Maddox en-
gineered touchdown drives of 71 and 65 yards, sand-
wiched around a Browns’ field goal, but Holcomb’s
22-yard touchdown pass to Andre’ Davis with 10:17 left
gave Cleveland a 33-21 lead. Two possessions later, the
Steelers drove 77 yards, with the benefit of three Browns
defensive penalties, and cut the deficit to 33-28 on Mad-
dox’s 5-yard scoring pass to Hines Ward with 3:06 left.
Faced with third-and-12 on the ensuing possession,
Northcutt dropped Holcomb’s pass for what would have
been a first down, and the Browns punted. Needing 61
yards with 2:35 remaining, Maddox completed 2 passes
each to Plaxico Burress and Ward, and Chris Fuamatu-
Ma’afala scored from 3 yards out with 54 seconds left.
The Browns reached the Steelers’ 45 with seven sec-
onds left, but Andre King could not get out of bounds on
a 16-yard reception as time expired, thus denying Cleve-
land a game-tying field-goal opportunity. Maddox was
30 of 48 for 367 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 inter-
ceptions. Ward had 11 catches for 104 yards, and Bur-
ress added 6 receptions for 100 yards. Holcomb was 26
of 43 for 429 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 1 intercep-
tion. Johnson had 4 catches for 140 yards.

Cle. Browns 7 10 7 9 — 33
Pittsburgh 0 7 7 22 — 36
Cle — Green 1 run (Dawson kick)

Cle — Northcutt 32 pass from Holcomb
(Dawson kick)

Pitt — Randle El 66 punt return (Reed kick)

Cle — FG Dawson 31

Cle — Northcutt 15 pass from Holcomb
(Dawson kick)

Pitt — Burress 6 pass from Maddox (Reed kick)

Cle — FG Dawson 24

Pitt — Tuman 3 pass from Maddox (Reed kick)

Cle — Andre’ Davis 22 pass from Holcomb
(pass failed)

Pitt — Ward 5 pass from Maddox (Reed kick)

Pitt — Fuamatu-Ma’afala 3 run
(Tuman pass from Randle El)

NEW YORK JETS 41, INDIANAPOLIS 0—Chad Pen-
nington passed for 3 touchdowns and the Jets’ defense
permitted just 176 yards to post the first shutout in the
franchise’s postseason history. The 41-point deficit
marked the worst postseason loss in Colts annals. On
the Jets’ fifth play from scrimmage, Richie Anderson
caught a misdirection screen pass from Pennington,
and, with a bevy of blockers, Anderson went 56 yards
for a touchdown to give the Jets a 7-0 lead. Later in the
quarter, Mike Vanderjagt's 41-yard field-goal attempt in-
to the wind fell short, and John Hall responded with a
41-yard field goal from the same spot early in the sec-
ond quarter. Troy Walters fumbled the ensuing kickoff
return, Ray Mickens recovered, and LaMont Jordan
scored on a 1-yard run seven plays later to give the Jets
a 17-0 lead. Santana Moss’ fingertip catch while keep-
ing both feet inbounds for a 4-yard touchdown 37 sec-
onds before halftime increased the lead to 24-0, and
Chad Morton ran back the opening kickoff of the sec-
ond half 70 yards to set up another field goal. The Colts
had the ball for just 19:42, and for only 7:44 of the sec-
ond half. Pennington was 19 of 25 for 222 yards and 3
touchdowns. Jordan rushed for 102 yards and 2
scores. Peyton Manning was 14 of 31 for 137 yards,
with 2 interceptions for the Colts.
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Indianapolis 0 0 0 0o — o
N.Y. Jets 7 17 10 7 — 4
NYJ — Anderson 56 pass from Pennington

(Hall kick)
NYJ — FG Hall 41
NYJ — Jordan 1 run (Hall kick)

NYJ — Moss 4 pass from Pennington (Hall kick)
NYJ — FG Hall 39

NYJ — Baker 3 pass from Pennington (Hall kick)
NYJ — Jordan 1 run (Hall kick)

2001

BALTIMORE RAVENS 20, MIAMI 3—The Ravens’ of-
fense rushed for 226 yards and the Ravens’ defense al-
lowed just 9 first downs, 151 total yards, and forced 3
turnovers as the Super Bowl champions won their fifth
consecutive postseason game. Tommy Hendricks re-
covered Jermaine Lewis’ fumble on the opening kickoff
at the Ravens’ 24, but the Dolphins could only manage
Olindo Mare’s 33-yard field goal. Terry Allen’s 4-yard
touchdown run capped an 11-play, 90-yard drive and
gave the Ravens a 7-3 lead early in the second quarter.
The Ravens had a chance to extend the lead just before
halftime when Peter Boulware recovered Travis Minor’s
fumble at the Dolphins’ 41, but Matt Stover’'s 40-yard
field-goal attempt hit the left upright. Matt Turk’s 44-yard
punt pinned the Ravens back to their own 1-yard line
midway through the third quarter, but a few nice runs by
Allen, and a 45-yard pass from Elvis Grbac to Travis Tay-
lor, set up the duo’s 4-yard touchdown to give the
Ravens a 14-3 lead. On the ensuing possession, Boul-
ware sacked Jay Fiedler and forced him to fumble. Sam
Adams recovered to set up Stover’s 35-yard field goal,
and Duane Starks’ interception at the Ravens’ 28 on the
next drive led to Stover’s 40-yard field goal with 2:01 left
to finish the scoring. Grbac was 12 of 18 for 133 yards
and 1 touchdown.

Balt. Ravens 0 7 7 6 — 20
Miami 3 0 0 0o — 3
Mia — FG Mare 33

Balt — Allen 4 run (Stover kick)

Balt — Taylor 4 pass from Grbac (Stover kick)
Balt — FG Stover 35

Balt — FG Stover 40

OAKLAND 38, N.Y. JETS 24—Jerry Rice had 9 catches
for 183 yards and became the oldest player to catch a
postseason touchdown pass in NFL history as the
Raiders fought off a late rally to defeat the Jets in the
NFL’s first-ever prime-time playoff game. The Raiders’
first three possessions all ended with Sebastian
Janikowski field goals. The Jets’ first three possessions
also ended with field-goal attempts, but John Hall
missed a 45-yard attempt, made a 45-yard attempt, and
had a 41-yard attempt blocked by Anthony Dorsett with
3:05 left in the first half. Dorsett’s block, and a 29-yard
run by Charlie Garner, set up Rich Gannon’s 2-yard
touchdown pass to Tim Brown with 22 seconds left in the
first half to give the Raiders a 16-3 lead. Vinny Tes-
taverde’s 17-yard touchdown pass to Wayne Chrebet to
open the second half cut the deficit to 16-10, and the Jets
moved into Raiders’ territory late in the third quarter. But
Richie Anderson fumbled, Grady Jackson recovered,
and Gannon’s 47-yard pass to Rice set up Zack Crock-
ett’s 2-yard touchdown run on the first play of the fourth
quarter to give Oakland a 24-10 lead. Testaverde'’s 3-
yard touchdown pass to Anderson cut the lead to 24-17,
but the Raiders answered, keyed by Jerry Porter’'s 22-
yard catch on third-and-8, with Gannon’s 21-yard touch-
down pass to Rice. At 39 years old, Rice broke the
record held by Pro Football Hall of Fame tight end Jack-
ie Smith, who was 38 years old when he caught a touch-
down pass in the Cowboys’ 1978 NFC Divisional Playoff
Game. Testaverde’s 4-yard touchdown pass to Chrebet
with 1:56 left cut the lead to 31-24, and the Jets stopped
the Raiders on their first two plays to set up third-and-11
from the Raiders’ 20 with 1:40 left. However, Garner
broke free and raced 80 yards for a game-clinching
touchdown with 1:27 remaining. Gannon was 23 of 29 for
294 yards and 2 touchdowns. Garner had 15 carries for
158 yards. Testaverde completed 27 of 41 for 277 yards
and 3 touchdowns. Curtis Martin had 16 carries for 106
yards. Laveranues Coles had 8 catches for 123 yards.

N.Y. Jets 0 3 7 14 — 24
Oakland 6 10 0 22 — 38
Oak — FG Janikowski 21

Oak — FG Janikowski 41

NYJ — FG Hall 45

Oak — FG Janikowski 45

Oak — Brown 2 pass from Gannon (Janikowski kick)
NYJ — Chrebet 17 pass from Testaverde (Hall kick)
Oak — Crockett 2 run (Garner run)

NYJ — Anderson 3 pass from Testaverde (Hall kick)
Oak — Rice 21 pass from Gannon (Janikowski kick)
NYJ — Chrebet 4 pass from Testaverde (Hall kick)
Oak — Garner 80 run (Janikowski kick)

2000

BALTIMORE RAVENS 21, DENVER 3—Rookie Jamal
Lewis rushed for 110 yards and 2 touchdowns, and the
Ravens’ defense permitted the Broncos to cross midfield
just once, as the city of Baltimore hosted its first NFL
playoff game since 1977. Trent Dilfer completed 2 key
passes to Qadry Ismail before Lewis scored on a 1-yard
run early in the second quarter to give the Ravens a 7-0
lead. The Broncos responded with their lone sustained
drive of the day, but Mike Anderson was stopped for no
gain on third-and-1 and Denver settled for Jason Elam’s
31-yard field goal with 4:31 remaining in the first half. On
the Ravens’ next play, Dilfer’s short pass deflected off the
hands of Lewis and Terrell Buckley before being caught
by Shannon Sharpe, who eluded two tacklers and raced
58 yards into the end zone to give the Ravens a 14-3
lead. The Broncos never threatened again, and Lewis’
27-yard scoring run in the third quarter capped the
Ravens’ victory in the franchise’s first postseason game.
The Ravens’ defense limited the Broncos to just 9 first
downs and 42 rushing yards. Dilfer completed 9 of 14
passes for 130 yards and 1 touchdown. Gus Frerotte,
who played for the injured Brian Griese, was 13 of 28 for
124 yards, with 1 interception.

Denver 0 3 0 0 —
Balt. Ravens 0o 14 7 0o — 21
Balt — Ja. Lewis 1 run (Stover kick)

Den — FG Elam 31

Balt — Sharpe 58 pass from Dilfer (Stover kick)

Balt — Ja. Lewis 27 run (Stover kick)

MIAMI 23, INDIANAPOLIS 17 (OT)—Lamar Smith’s 17-
yard touchdown run around right end 11:26 into over-
time capped a remarkable performance and lifted the
Dolphins to a come-from-behind victory. Smith rushed
for 209 yards, the second most in playoff history, on an
NFL-postseason record 40 carries to wear down the
Colts’ defense and give Miami a 43:40-27:46 time of pos-
session advantage. The Colts led 3-0 early in the second
quarter when the Dolphins dropped holder Hunter Smith
for a 6-yard loss on a fake field-goal attempt. However,
the Colts’ defense responded with interceptions on the
Dolphins’ next two possessions, which resulted in 11
points, capped by Peyton Manning’s 17-yard pass to
Jerome Pathon to take a 14-0 lead. The Dolphins opened
the second half with an 11-play, 70-yard drive, which
consisted of 7 carries by Smith, and was capped by
Smith’s 2-yard touchdown run. The teams exchanged
field goals, including a 50-yard kick by Mike Vanderjagt
with 4:55 remaining, to give the Colts a 17-10 lead. The
Dolphins methodically drove down field, keyed by Jay
Fiedler's 19- and 13-yard passes to O.J. McDuffie, and
tied the game on Fiedler’s third-and-goal pass to Jed
Weaver from 9 yards out with 34 seconds remaining. The
Colts ran out the clock, and the Dolphins won the over-
time coin toss but were forced to punt after gaining one
first down. Manning hit Marvin Harrison with a 30-yard
pass on the Colts’ first play of overtime and the Colts
moved the ball into Dolphins’ territory. Faced with third-
and-12 from the Dolphins’ 42, Manning completed an
11-yard pass to Harrison. The Dolphins were offside on
the play, but the Colts elected to take the play and allow
Vanderjagt to attempt a 49-yard field goal. Vanderjagt's
kick missed wide right, and the Dolphins marched 61
yards in 11 plays, capped by Smith dragging Jeff Burris
into the end zone on his game-winning run. Fiedler com-
pleted 19 of 34 passes for 185 yards and 1 touchdown,
with 3 interceptions. Manning was 17 of 32 for 194 yards
and 1 touchdown. Edgerrin James had 21 carries for 107
yards.

Indianapolis 3 11 0 3 0o — 17
Miami 0 0 7 10 6 — 23
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 32
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 26
Ind — Pathon 17 pass from Manning
(Dilger pass from Manning)
Mia — Smith 2 run (Mare kick)
Mia — FG Mare 38
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 50

Mia — Weaver 9 pass from Fiedler (Mare kick)
Mia — Smith 17 run
1999

MIAMI 20, SEATTLE 17—J.J. Johnson rushed for 86
yards, and his 2-yard scoring run with 4:48 left vaulted
the Dolphins past the Seahawks. The Seahawks led 10-3
at halftime, but Dan Marino completed 11- and 27-yard
passes to O.J. McDuffie on the opening drive of the sec-
ond half to set up his tying 1-yard touchdown pass to
Oronde Gadsden. Charlie Rogers returned the ensuing
kickoff 85 yards for a touchdown, but Olindo Mare’s 50-
yard field goal late in the quarter trimmed the deficit to
17-13. Faced with third-and-17 from his own 8-yard line
with 8:26 remaining, Marino fired a 23-yard completion
to Tony Martin. Marino completed a 20-yard pass to Mar-
tin and 24-yard pass to Gadsden to set up Johnson'’s go-
ahead 2-yard run. Terrell Buckley’s interception at the
Seahawks’ 42 clinched the victory. The Seahawks failed
to cross midfield in the second half. Marino was 17 of 30
for 196 yards and 1 touchdown. Jon Kitna was 14 of 30
for 162 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions. The
Dolphins’ defense recorded 6 sacks and limited the Sea-
hawks to 171 total yards. This was the final game played
in the Kingdome, the Seahawks only home since joining
the NFL in 1976.

Miami 3 0 10 7 — 20
Seattle 7 3 7 o — 17
Sea — Dawkins 9 pass from Kitna (Peterson kick)
Mia — FG Mare 32

Sea — FG Peterson 50

Mia — Gadsden 1 pass from Marino (Mare kick)
Sea — Rogers 85 kickoff return (Peterson kick)
Mia — FG Mare 50

Mia — Johnson 2 run (Mare kick)

TENNESSEE 22, BUFFALO 16—Kevin Dyson received
a backward pass from Frank Wycheck and raced 75
yards down the left sideline for a touchdown with three
seconds remaining to lift the Titans past the Bills. The Ti-
tans’ defense permitted just 3 first downs in the first half,
and Jevon Kearse sacked Rob Johnson for a safety, as
Tennessee took a 12-0 lead into the locker room. An-
towain Smith’s 44-yard run on the first play of the second
half set up his 4-yard scoring jaunt, quickly cutting the
deficit to 12-7. Johnson’s 37-yard pass to Eric Moulds
early in the fourth quarter led to Smith’s go-ahead touch-
down with 11:08 remaining, but Johnson’s 2-point con-
version pass attempt fell incomplete. A 16-yard punt re-
turn by Isaac Byrd with 6:15 remaining sparked the Ti-
tans, and five consecutive carries by Eddie George set
up Al Del Greco’s 36-yard field goal with 1:48 remaining
to give Tennessee a 15-13 lead. With time winding down,
Johnson, who lost a shoe on a 3-yard scramble, com-
pleted a 9-yard pass to Peerless Price with 20 seconds
left to set up Steve Christie’s go-ahead 41-yard field goal
with 16 seconds remaining. Lorenzo Neal fielded
Christie’s ensuing kickoff at the Titans’ 24, ran a yard,
and handed the ball to Wycheck, who began running to
his right, stopped, and threw across the field to a wide-
open Dyson, who had a wall of blockers and streaked 75
yards untouched for the game’s final points. McNair was
13 of 24 for 76 yards, with 1 interception. George had 29
carries for 106 yards.
Buffalo 0 0 7 9 — 16
Tennessee 0 12 0o 10 — 22
Tenn — Safety, Kearse sacked Johnson in end zone
Tenn — McNair 1 run (Del Greco kick)
Tenn — FG Del Greco 40
Buff — Smith 4 run (Christie kick)
Buff — Smith 1 run (pass failed)
Tenn — FG Del Greco 36
Buff — FG Christie 41
Tenn — Dyson 75 kickoff return lateral from Wycheck
(Del Greco kick)

13
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1998

JACKSONVILLE 25, NEW ENGLAND 10—Fred Taylor
rushed for 162 yards, the most in the postseason by a
rookie since Timmy Smith in Super Bowl! XXII, and
scored a touchdown as the Jaguars reached the divi-
sional playoffs for the second time in the franchise’s four
seasons. The Jaguars scored on two of their first three
possessions, the second keyed by Taylor’s 46-yard run,
to take a 6-0 lead. Taylor reversed field on a 21-yard gain
before sprinting 13 yards for a touchdown in the second
quarter to give the Jaguars a 12-0 halftime lead. The
Jaguars’ defense forced 7 punts in the first half, as Jack-
sonville had more first downs (12-1) and total yards (199-
54). The Patriots retaliated with a 17-play, 85-yard scor-
ing drive that took 8:48 off the clock on their first pos-
session of the second half, capped by Robert Edwards’
1-yard run. Adam Vinatieri’s field goal on the next drive
cut the deficit to 12-10, but Mark Brunell, who missed the
previous three games with an ankle injury, needed just
six plays to respond, lofting a 37-yard touchdown pass
to a diving Jimmy Smith to give the Jaguars a 19-10 lead
with 12:24 remaining in the game. Tony Brackens recov-
ered a fumble and sacked Scott Zolak on fourth down to
set up 2 late Mike Hollis field goals as the Patriots never
crossed midfield the remainder of the game. Brunell was
14 of 34 for 161 yards and 1 touchdown. Zolak, who
started in place of injured Drew Bledsoe, was 21 of 44 for
190 yards, with 1 interception. The Jaguars’ defense lim-
ited the Patriots to 35 rushing yards on 19 carries.

New England 0 0 7 3 — 10
Jacksonville 6 6 0 183 — 25
Jax — FG Hollis 35

Jax — FG Hollis 24

Jax — Taylor 13 run (run failed)

NE — Edwards 1 run (Vinatieri kick)

NE — FG Vinatieri 27

Jax — Smith 37 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 34

Jax — FG Hollis 21

MIAMI 24, BUFFALO 17—Trace Armstrong sacked
Doug Flutie and forced him to fumble at the Dolphins’ 3-
yard line with nine seconds left to preserve Miami’s first
postseason victory in four seasons. Flutie completed a
65-yard pass to Eric Moulds on the game’s first play, but
Terrell Buckley stripped Moulds and Brock Marion re-
covered. Olindo Mare kicked field goals to finish each of
the Dolphins’ first 2 possessions. Following the second
score, Mare attempted an onside kick, but Buffalo’s Dan
Brandenburg recovered the ball. Flutie’s 37-yard pass to
Moulds set up Thurman Thomas’ touchdown run to give
Buffalo a 7-6 lead. The Bills drove to the Dolphins’ 6 late
in the half, but Marion intercepted Flutie’s pass in the end
zone. Dan Marino’s 52-yard Hail Mary pass was caught
by Oronde Gadsden at the Bills’ 9 with six seconds left,
but Mare’s 26-yard field-goal attempt hit the right upright
as the half expired. Karim Abdul-Jabbar’s 3-yard run,
and Stanley Pritchett’s 2-point conversion jaunt, gave
the Dolphins a 14-7 lead with 2:32 left in the quarter.
However, Flutie’s 23-yard pass to Moulds set up the
pair's 32-yard touchdown connection to tie the game in
the quarter’s final minute. Mare’s 23-yard field goal gave
the Dolphins a 17-14 lead with 9:45 left, and Jerry Wilson
forced Andre Reed to fumble and Buckley recovered at
the Dolphins’ 44 with 8:02 left. The Dolphins burned 4:20
off the clock and scored on Marino’s 11-yard touchdown
pass to Lamar Thomas. On the following drive, Buffalo
reached the Dolphins’ 1, but a personal foul penalty on
Reed pushed the Bills back and they settled for Steve
Christie’s field goal with 1:33 left to cut the deficit to
24-17. Sam Madison bobbled the ensuing onsides kick,
and Buffalo’s Curt Schulz recovered at the Bills’ 31. The
Bills drove to the Dolphins’ 5 with 17 seconds left before
Shane Burton recovered the fumble that Armstrong
forced. Marino was 23 of 34 for 235 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception. Flutie was 21 of 36 for 360
yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Moulds,
who had 9 catches, set an NFL playoff record with 240
receiving yards.

Buffalo 0 7 7 3 — 17
Miami 3 3 8 10 — 24
Mia — FG Mare 31

Mia — FG Mare 40

Buff — Thomas 1 run (Christie kick)

Mia — Abdul-Jabbar 3 run (Pritchett run)

Buff — Moulds 32 pass from Flutie (Christie kick)
Mia — FG Mare 23

Mia — Thomas 12 pass from Marino (Mare kick)
Buff — FG Christie 33

1997

NEW ENGLAND 17, MIAMI 3—Todd Collins returned an
interception for a touchdown, and Chris Slade’s inter-
ception set up another as the Patriots’ defense permitted
just 10 first downs and 162 total yards. Each team punt-
ed twice before Collins and Lawyer Milloy stopped Karim
Abdul-Jabbar on fourth-and-1 from the Patriots’ 39 late in
the first quarter. The Patriots reached the Dolphins’ 31,
but Adam Vinatieri’s 48-yard field-goal attempt sailed
wide left, keeping the game scoreless. Slade intercepted
Dan Marino three plays later, returning the ball to the Dol-
phins’ 29 to set up Drew Bledsoe’s 24-yard touchdown
pass to Troy Brown. The Patriots had the only other scor-
ing opportunity of the first half, but Vinatieri pushed a 47-
yard field-goal attempt wide right in the final minute.
Collins’ interception was on the second play of the sec-
ond half to give the Patriots a 14-0 lead, and, after forc-
ing a punt, Vinatieri capped a 15-play, 66-yard drive with
a field goal. Corey Harris returned the kickoff 47 yards to
set up Olindo Mare’s 38-yard field goal nine seconds in-
to the fourth quarter. Harris recovered the ensuing on-
side kick, however, Chris Canty forced Marino to fumble
on the next play, Slade recovered, and the Dolphins nev-
er got inside the Patriots’ 43 on their final three posses-
sions. Bledsoe was 16 of 32 for 139 yards and 1 touch-
down. Marino was 17 of 43 for 141 yards, with 2 inter-
ceptions. Derrick Cullors, who rushed for 101 yards dur-
ing the season, gained 86 yards on 22 carries in place of
injured Curtis Martin. The Dolphins are 0-6 in road play-
off games since 1972, and, for the first time ever, lost to a
team three times in one season.

Miami 0 0 0 3 — 3
New England 0 7 10 0o — 17
NE — Brown 24 pass from Bledsoe (Vinatieri kick)
NE — Collins 40 interception return (Vinatieri kick)
NE — FG Vinatieri 22

Mia — FG Mare 38

DENVER 42, JACKSONVILLE 17—Terrell Davis rushed
for 184 yards and 2 touchdowns in three quarters as the
Broncos avenged last season’s playoff loss to the
Jaguars. The Broncos marched 73 yards on 15 plays and
consumed nearly half the first quarter on their opening
possession, capped by Davis’ 2-yard touchdown run.
John Elway hit Rod Smith with a 43-yard touchdown pass
on their next possession, and Davis capped a 92-yard
drive on the following possession with a 5-yard run to
take a 21-0 lead early in the second quarter. The third
possession saw Elway complete passes to Smith, Willie
Green, and Smith again on third-and-6, -9, and -13 situa-
tions. The Jaguars used a 34-yard pass interference
penalty on Darrien Gordon at the Broncos’ 4 to set up Na-
trone Means’ 2-yard touchdown run. Reggie Barlow re-
turned the second half’s opening kickoff 58 yards to the
Broncos’ 27, but the Jaguars settled for Mike Hollis’ 38-
yard field goal to cut the deficit to 21-10. Four minutes lat-
er, Travis Davis plucked the ball out of the air, before Mike
Horan could punt the ball, and scampered 29 yards for a
touchdown. On their next possession the Jaguars drove
to the Broncos’ 16, but Mark Brunell fumbled the snap
and Allen Aldridge recovered. Davis responded with a 59-
yard run two plays after the fumble late in the third quar-
ter, but bruised his ribs when he was tackled and did not
return. Derek Loville replaced Davis and scored on Den-
ver’s next possession on a 25-yard run to give the Bron-
cos a 28-17 cushion. Loville’s 44-yard run later in the
quarter led to his 8-yard touchdown run with 3:43 left, and
Vaughn Hebron added a 6-yard run with 1:11 remaining.
Elway was 16 of 24 for 223 yards and 1 touchdown.
Loville gained 103 yards on 11 carries and, combined
with Davis’ 184 yards, became the third duo in playoff his-
tory to gain at least 100 yards in a game. Brunell was 18
of 32 for 203 yards with 1 interception for the Jaguars.
The Broncos more than doubled the Jaguars in first
downs (28-14), total yards (511-237), and time of pos-
session (40:31-19:29).

Jacksonville 0 7 10 0o — 17
Denver 14 7 0 21 — 42

Den — Te. Davis 2 run (Elam kick)
Den — R. Smith 43 pass from Elway (Elam kick)
Den — Te. Davis 5 run (Elam kick)

Jax — Means 2 run (Hollis kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 38

Jax — Tr. Davis 29 return of blocked punt
(Hollis kick)

Den — Loville 25 run (Elam kick)
Den — Loville 8 run (Elam kick)
Den — Hebron 6 run (Elam kick)

1996

PITTSBURGH 42, INDIANAPOLIS 14—Jerome Bettis
scored 2 touchdowns, and the Steelers’ defense permit-
ted just 8 first downs, 146 yards, and compiled 4 sacks as
they advanced to play the New England Patriots. The
Colts led 14-13 at halftime on the strength of Eugene
Daniel’'s 59-yard interception return and a 48-yard pass
play from Jim Harbaugh to Marvin Harrison. The Steelers
opened the second half with a 9:30 drive, with Bettis’ first
touchdown capping the 16-play march. Late in the third
quarter, Carnell Lake forced Marshall Faulk to fumble and
recovered the ball at the Colts’ 18-yard line. Bettis scored
his second touchdown moments later, and the rout was
on. Pittsburgh scored a postseason-team record 42
points while totaling 407 yards and controlling the ball for
37:36. Bettis, who eleven times during the regular season
broke the 100-yard rushing barrier, had 25 carries for

102 yards.

Indianapolis 0 14 0 0o — 14
Pittsburgh 10 3 8 21 — 42
Pitt — FG N. Johnson 29

Pitt — Stewart 1 run (N. Johnson kick)

Pitt — FG N. Johnson 50

Ind — Daniel 59 interception return (Blanchard kick)

Ind — Bailey 9 pass from Harbaugh
(Blanchard kick)
Pitt — Bettis 1 run (Farquhar pass from Stewart)
Pitt — Bettis 1 run (N. Johnson kick)
Pitt — Witman 31 run (N. Johnson kick)
Pitt — Stewart 3 run (N. Johnson kick)

JACKSONVILLE 30, BUFFALO 27—Mike Hollis’ third
field goal, a 45-yard boot that caromed off the right up-
right before going through with 3:07 remaining, gave
Jacksonville a playoff victory in its first-ever postseason
game. The second-year franchise also pinned the Bills
with their first-ever postseason home loss, after having
won their first nine playoff games at Rich Stadium. Thur-
man Thomas scored two first-half touchdowns, but Jack-
sonville got a defensive touchdown from Clyde Simmons
and a 30-yard run by Natrone Means. The teams entered
the fourth-quarter tied 20-20 when Buffalo’s Jeff Burris in-
tercepted Mark Brunell’s tipped pass and raced 38 yards
to give the Bills a 27-20 advantage 43 seconds into the
final quarter. The Jaguars put a 10-play, 65-yard drive to-
gether, keyed by 2 receptions by Keenan McCardell and
a fourth-and-1 conversion by Means, to tie the game on
Jimmy Smith’s 2-yard pass with 8:40 remaining. On the
ensuing possession, Chris Hudson sacked a scrambling
Jim Kelly, forcing him to fumble and injuring him on the
play. Aaron Beasley recovered the ball at the Jaguars’ 41
with 7:13 left. Facing third-and-7 from the Bills’ 41, Brunell
hit McCardell with an 11-yard passing play to set up Hol-
lis” winning kick. Todd Collins replaced the injured Kelly
on Buffalo’s final two possessions, but the Bills could not
move the ball. Means carried 31 times for 175 yards, with
21 carries coming in the second half as the Jaguars won
the time of possession battle (33:06-26:54) and total
yards (409-308).

Jacksonville 10 7 3 10 — 30
Buffalo 14 3 3 7 — 27
Buff — Thomas 7 pass from Kelly (Christie kick)

Jax — Simmons 20 interception return (Hollis kick)
Buff — Thomas 2 run (Christie kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 27

Jax — Means 30 run (Hollis kick)

Buff — FG Christie 33

Buff — FG Christie 47

Jax — FG Hollis 24

Buff — Burris 38 interception return (Christie kick)
Jax — Smith 2 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 45
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1995
INDIANAPOLIS 35, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 20—
Unheralded rookie Zack Crockett rushed for a Colts’
playoff-record 147 yards as Indianapolis stunned the
defending AFC champions. Crockett, who carried only
one time for no yards during the regular season, was in
the game because starting running back Marshall Faulk
reinjured his knee on the first play from scrimmage, and
fullback Roosevelt Potts was out for the season with an
injured knee. But the third-round draft choice from Flori-
da State averaged 11.3 yards on his 13 carries against
a defense that had allowed only 105.7 rushing yards
per game during the regular season. The Chargers,
who entered the playoffs with a five-game winning
streak, took a 3-0 lead on John Carney’s 54-yard field
goal 5:32 into the first quarter. The lead changed hands
five times after that—once on Crockett’s 33-yard touch-
down run 1:47 before halftime—until Jim Harbaugh’s
42-yard touchdown pass to Sean Dawkins in the final
minute of the third quarter put the Colts ahead for good
at 21-17. San Diego pulled within 21-20 on Carney’s 30-
yard field goal with 11:53 to play, but Crockett raced 66
yards for a touchdown on the next play from scrimmage
to give Indianapolis a 28-20 lead. Harbaugh’s 3-yard
touchdown run with 6:55 to play provided the final mar-
gin of victory. The Chargers had 429 total yards to Indi-
anapolis’ 333, but were victimized by 4 interceptions of
quarterback Stan Humphries. Jason Belser had 2 of the
thefts, including 1 he returned 33 yards to set up Indi-
anapolis’ final touchdown. The Colts’ victory was their
first in a postseason game since 1971.
Indianapolis 0 14 7 14 — 35
S.D. Chargers 3 7 7 3 — 20
SD — FG Carney 54
Ind — Dilger 2 pass from Harbaugh

(Blanchard kick)

SD — Pupunu 6 pass from Humphries
(Carney kick)

Ind — Crockett 33 run (Blanchard kick)

SD — Jefferson 11 pass from Humphries
(Carney kick)

Ind — Dawkins 42 pass from Harbaugh

(Blanchard kick)
SD — FG Carney 30
Ind — Crockett 66 run (Blanchard kick)
Ind — Harbaugh 3 run (Blanchard kick)

BUFFALO 37, MIAMI 22—Thurman Thomas ran for 158
yards and 1 touchdown as the Bills routed the Dolphins.
Buffalo amassed an NFL postseason-record 341 yards
on the ground, averaging 6.6 yards per carry. Reserve
running back Darick Holmes gained 87 yards, and sel-
dom-used third-stringer Tim Tindale added 68 yards on
only 4 carries, one a 44-yard touchdown. The Bills
marched 58 yards to Thomas’ 1-yard touchdown run the
first time they had the ball, and they never looked back,
building a 24-0 advantage by the intermission and lead-
ing 27-0 before Miami could score. Buffalo finished with
536 total yards, and combined with the Dolphins’ 502 to
set another postseason record of 1,038 yards total of-
fense in the game. Most of Miami’s yardage came long af-
ter the issue was decided, however. Quarterback Dan
Marino completed 33 of 64 passes for 422 yards and 2
touchdowns, but was intercepted 3 times. Wide receiver
0.J. McDuffie caught 11 passes for 154 yards. For the
Bills, Steve Tasker caught 5 passes for a career-high 108
yards. Tasker, a special-teams player most of his 11-year
career, was thrust into the lineup at wide receiver because
of injuries to others this season. He had 3 catches for 45
yards on Buffalo’s opening drive.

Miami 0 0 0 22 — 22
Buffalo 10 14 3 10 — 37
Buff — Thomas 1 run (Christie kick)
Buff — FG Christie 48
Buff — Holmes 21 run (Christie kick)
Buff — Tasker 37 pass from Kelly (Christie kick)
Buff — FG Christie 23
Mia — McDuffie 5 pass from Marino

(Stoyanovich kick)
Buff — Tindale 44 run (Christie kick)
Mia — Hill 45 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)
Buff — FG Christie 42
Mia — Kirby 1 run (McDuffie pass from Marino)

1994

CLEVELAND BROWNS 20, NEW ENGLAND 13—Vin-
ny Testaverde threw for 268 yards and 1 touchdown
and the Browns survived a late scare to beat the Patri-
ots. After Matt Stover’s 21-yard field goal with 3:36 re-
maining gave Cleveland a 20-10 advantage, the Patriots
marched from their own 22-yard line to the Browns’ 15.
The drive stalled there, and Matt Bahr trimmed New
England’s deficit to seven points with a 33-yard field
goal at the 1:30 mark. The Patriots recovered the ensu-
ing onside kick and picked up a first down before four
consecutive incompletions from their 48-yard line end-
ed their comeback hopes. Testaverde completed 20 of
30 passes for the Browns, including a 5-yard touch-
down to Mark Carrier in the second quarter. Michael
Jackson caught 7 passes for 122 yards. Drew Bledsoe
completed 21 of 50 passes for 235 yards.

New England 0o 10 0 3 — 13
Cle. Browns 3 7 7 3 — 20
Cle — FG Stover 30

NE — Thompson 13 pass from Bledsoe (Bahr kick)
Cle — Carrier 5 pass from Testaverde (Stover kick)
NE — FG Bahr 23

Cle — Hoard 10 run (Stover kick)

Cle — FG Stover 21

NE — FG Bahr 33

MIAMI 27, KANSAS CITY 17—Dan Marino threw 2
touchdown passes and the Dolphins’ defense forced a
pair of critical turnovers in the fourth quarter to preserve
the victory. A wild first half ended in a 17-17 tie after
Marino and Chiefs quarterback Joe Montana each had
three possessions (excluding a Kansas City kneeldown
on the final play) and produced a pair of touchdowns
and a field goal. Marino picked up in the third quarter
where he left off, directing a 64-yard touchdown drive
following the second-half kickoff. He capped the six-
play march with a 7-yard touchdown pass to Irving Fry-
ar. Late in the quarter, Pete Stoyanovich kicked a
40-yard field goal to give Miami a 10-point lead, and the
Dolphins’ defense then took over. Cornerback J.B.
Brown intercepted Montana at the goal line early in the
fourth quarter, and safety Michael Stewart wrestled the
ball from Kansas City running back Marcus Allen at Mi-
ami’s 34-yard line with 7:31 left. Miami held onto the ball
for nearly six minutes after that. Marino completed 22 of
29 passes for 257 yards for the Dolphins. Montana was
26 of 37 for 314 yards for the Chiefs. Kansas City run-
ning back Kimble Anders caught 6 passes for 103
yards, including a 57-yard touchdown.

Kansas City 14 3 0 0o — 17
Miami 7 10 10 0o — 27
KC — Walker 1 pass from Montana (Elliot kick)

Mia — Parmalee 1 run (Stoyanovich kick)

KC — Anders 57 pass from Montana (Elliot kick)
Mia — FG Stoyanovich 40

KC — FG Elliot 21

Mia — R. Williams 1 pass from Marino
(Stoyanovich kick)

Mia — Fryar 7 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)

Mia — FG Stoyanovich 40

1993

KANSAS CITY 27, PITTSBURGH 24—Nick Lowery
kicked a 32-yard field goal 11:08 into overtime to give
the Chiefs the come-from-behind victory. Kansas City
rallied from a 10-point halftime deficit to tie the game at
17-17 in the fourth quarter, only to fall behind again be-
fore forcing the extra session when Joe Montana threw
a 7-yard touchdown pass to Tim Barnett with 1:43 re-
maining in regulation. That came four plays after the
Chiefs’ Keith Cash blocked a punt and teammate Fred
Jones returned it 31 yards to the Steelers’ 9-yard line.
Two running plays and an incomplete pass netted only
2 yards, but Montana teamed with Barnett on fourth
down. Pittsburgh led 17-7 at intermission largely on the
strength of 2 touchdown passes from Neil O’Donnell,
the second of which was a 26-yard strike to Ernie Mills
18 seconds before halftime. That came six plays after
the Steelers stopped Kansas City on downs near mid-
field. Lowery’s 23-yard field goal and Marcus Allen’s 2-
yard run 6:02 into the fourth quarter tied the game, but
Pittsburgh answered with a 74-yard drive capped by
O’Donnell’s 22-yard pass to tight end Eric Green to take

back the lead. The Chiefs had a chance to win the game
in regulation, forcing the Steelers to punt just 29 sec-
onds after Barnett’s touchdown catch. Montana quickly
directed a 47-yard drive, setting up Lowery’s 43-yard
field-goal try in the closing seconds, but the kick was
wide right. The teams exchanged punts in overtime,
then Kansas City drove 66 yards in 11 plays to win it.
Montana started slowly, completing only 1 of his first 8
passes, but wound up 28 of 43 for 276 yards. Backup
Dave Krieg subbed briefly when Montana hurt his ribs in
the first quarter, and completed his only pass attempt
for a 23-yard touchdown to J.J. Birden. O’'Donnell com-
pleted 23 of 42 attempts for 286 yards and 3 touch-
downs. Pittsburgh nose tackle Gerald Williams had 3
sacks. There were no turnovers in the game.
Pittsburgh 7 10 0 7 0
Kansas City 7 0 3 14 3
Pitt — Cooper 10 pass from O’Donnell
(Anderson kick)
KC — Birden 23 pass from Krieg (Lowery kick)
Pitt — FG Anderson 30
Pitt — Mills 26 pass from O’Donnell (Anderson kick)
KC — FG Lowery 23

— 24
— 27

KC — Allen 2 run (Lowery kick)
Pitt — Green 22 pass from O’Donnell
(Anderson kick)
KC — Barnett 7 pass from Montana (Lowery kick)

KC — FG Lowery 32

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 42, DENVER 24—Napoleon
McCallum rushed for 3 second-half touchdowns to de-
cide what began as a shootout between quarterbacks
Jeff Hostetler and John Elway. A wild first half ended in
a 21-21 tie after the Raiders’ Hostetler and the Broncos’
Elway each traded 3 touchdown passes. But field posi-
tion played a big role early in the third quarter: Los An-
geles pinned Denver deep in its territory with a Jeff Gos-
sett punt that was downed inside the 5, and moments
later the Raiders took over at the Broncos’ 35 after a
short punt by Tom Rouen. Three plays later, McCallum
turned a third-and-1 into a touchdown, scampering 26
yards—the team’s longest run from scrimmage all
year—for the score that put Los Angeles ahead for
good with 8:08 left in the period. Another short punt set
up McCallum’s 2-yard touchdown run at the 4:27 mark;
the key play on the 52-yard drive was Hostetler's 33-
yard completion to tight end Ethan Horton. After the
Broncos closed within 35-24 early in the fourth quarter,
the Raiders put the game out of reach with a time-con-
suming, 76-yard drive that culminated in McCallum’s 1-
yard run with 6:43 remaining in the game. McCallum fin-
ished with 81 yards on 13 carries and tied an NFL post-
season record with his 3 touchdowns. Hostetler aver-
aged better than 15 yards per attempt, throwing for 294
yards while completing 13 of 19 passes. James Jett had
111 yards on just 3 receptions, including a difficult over-
the-shoulder grab to complete a 54-yard touchdown in
the second quarter. Elway completed 29 of 47 passes
for 302 yards. Tight end Shannon Sharpe tied a post-
season record with 13 catches for 156 yards. The two
teams combined for 814 total yards.

Denver 7 14 0 3 — 24
L.A. Raiders 14 7 14 7 — 42
Raid — Horton 9 pass from Hostetler (Jaeger kick)
Den — Sharpe 23 pass from Elway (Elam kick)
Raid — Brown 65 pass from Hostetler (Jaeger kick)
Den — R. Johnson 16 pass from Elway (Elam kick)
Raid — Jett 54 pass from Hostetler (Jaeger kick)
Den — Russell 6 pass from Elway (Elam kick)

Raid — McCallum 26 run (Jaeger kick)

Raid — McCallum 2 run (Jaeger kick)

Den — FG Elam 33

Raid — McCallum 1 run (Jaeger kick)

1992

BUFFALO 41, HOUSTON OILERS 38—Frank Reich
threw 4 second-half touchdown passes and Steve
Christie kicked a 32-yard field goal 3:06 into overtime as
the Bills mounted the greatest comeback in NFL histo-
ry to stun the Oilers. Houston led 35-3 after Warren
Moon threw 4 first-half touchdown passes and safety
Bubba McDowell returned an interception 58 yards for
a score 1:41 into the third quarter. Then Reich, who as
a collegian had rallied Maryland from a 31-0 halftime
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deficit to a 42-40 victory over Miami, began the dramat-
ic rally by engineering a 50-yard drive capped by Ken-
neth Davis’ 1-yard run with 8:54 left in the third quarter.
Christie recovered his ensuing onside kickoff and
Reich’s 38-yard touchdown pass four plays later made
it 35-17. After a short punt by the Oilers, Reich took on-
ly four more plays to march his team 59 yards to a
touchdown on his 26-yard pass to Andre Reed. Hous-
ton’s next possession ended in an interception by Buf-
falo safety Henry Jones, which set up Reich’s 18-yard
pass to Reed, the Bills’ fourth touchdown in a span of
6:54. It stayed 35-31 until late in the game, when Buffa-
lo drove 74 yards in seven plays. The drive was capped
by Reed'’s third touchdown, a 17-yard throw from Reich
that gave the Bills the lead for the first time. Moon rallied
the Oilers for a short field goal with 12 seconds left in
regulation to tie the score, but was intercepted by cor-
nerback Nate Odomes on the first possession of over-
time. Odomes’ 2-yard return and a 15-yard facemask
penalty on Houston wide receiver Haywood Jeffires po-
sitioned Buffalo for the winning field goal three plays lat-
er. Reich, subbing for injured starter Jim Kelly, complet-
ed 21 of 34 passes for 289 yards, including 8 for 136
yards to Reed. Moon, who was 19 of 22 as the Oilers
built their first-half advantage, finished 36 of 50 for 371
yards. Ernest Givins caught 9 passes for 117 yards and
Jeffires had 8 receptions for 98 yards and 2 touch-
downs. Previously, the largest deficit any NFL team had
overcome to win was 28 points, when the 49ers rallied
to a 38-35 victory over the Saints after trailing 35-7 in
1980. The largest postseason comeback came when
the Lions erased a 27-7 deficit to the 49ers to win 31-27
in a Western Conference playoff in 1957.

Hou. Oilers 7 2 7 3 0
Buffalo 3 0 28 7 3

— 38
— a4

Hou — Jeffires 3 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Buff — FG Christie 36
Hou — Slaughter 7 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Hou — Duncan 26 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Hou — Jeffires 27 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Hou — McDowell 58 interception return

(Del Greco kick)
Buff — K. Davis 1 run (Christie kick)
Buff — Beebe 38 pass from Reich (Christie kick)
Buff — Reed 26 pass from Reich (Christie kick)
Buff — Reed 18 pass from Reich (Christie kick)
Buff — Reed 17 pass from Reich (Christie kick)
Hou — FG Del Greco 26
Buff — FG Christie 32

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 17, KANSAS CITY 0—Mari-
on Butts broke a scoreless tie with a 54-yard touch-
down run in the third quarter and the Chargers ground
out a victory over the Chiefs. San Diego, whose lone
loss over the final 12 weeks of the regular season came
against Kansas City, rushed for 192 yards while limiting
the Chiefs to 61. Butts had 119 yards on 15 carries, in-
cluding his scoring run with 5:53 left in the third quarter.
On Kansas City’s next possession, Chargers defensive
tackle Blaise Winter tipped a Dave Krieg pass, and end
Leslie O’Neal intercepted it to set up John Carney’s 34-
yard field goal. San Diego put the game away in the
fourth quarter with a 10-play, 90-yard drive capped by
Steve Hendrickson’s 5-yard touchdown run with 4:57
left in the game. Hendrickson, a linebacker who dou-
bles as a blocking back in goal-line situations, carried
for the first time all year. The Chargers’ defense did the
rest, limiting the Chiefs to 251 total yards. Krieg passed
for 233 yards, but completed only 16 of 34 attempts,
was sacked 7 times, and was intercepted twice. San
Diego defensive end Burt Grossman had 2'/- sacks.
Kansas City 0 0 0 0o — o0
S.D. Chargers 0 0 10 7 — 17
SD — Butts 54 run (Carney kick)

SD — FG Carney 34

SD — Hendrickson 5 run (Carney kick)

1991

HOUSTON OILERS 17, NEW YORK JETS 10—The
Oilers’ defense stopped the Jets inside Houston’s 5-
yard line twice in the second half to preserve the Oilers’
victory. Houston built a 14-10 halftime lead on 2 scoring
passes from Warren Moon to Ernest Givins (5 and 20
yards). The Jets embarked on an eight-minute drive to

open the second half, but they were denied by Bubba
McDowell’s interception at the 2-yard line. Trailing
17-10 in the fourth quarter, New York drove to the Hous-
ton 3. Needing a yard for a first down, the Jets were
stopped for no gain on both third and fourth down.
N.Y. Jets o 10 0 0 — 10
Hou. Oilers 7 7 0 3 — 17
Hou — Givins 5 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
NYJ — Toon 10 pass from O’Brien (Allegre kick)

Hou — Givins 20 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
NYJ — FG Allegre 33

Hou — FG Del Greco 53

KANSAS CITY 10, LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 6—The
Chiefs’ defense forced 6 turnovers to hold off the
Raiders. Kansas City intercepted 4 passes, including 2
by Deron Cherry, who returned the second theft 29
yards to the Raiders’ 11. One play later, Steve DeBerg
hit Fred Jones for an 11-yard touchdown. Trailing 10-6,
the Raiders drove to the Chiefs’ 24 in the final minutes,
only to commit 4 penalties in a 5-play span and then
throw an interception to end the threat.

L.A. Raiders 0 3 3 0 — 6
Kansas City 0 7 0 3 — 10
KC — F Jones 11 pass from DeBerg (Lowery kick)
Raid — FG Jaeger 32

Raid — FG Jaeger 26

KC — FG Lowery 18

1990

CINCINNATI 41, HOUSTON OILERS 14—The Ben-
gals built a 20-0 halftime lead and coasted to the victo-
ry. Cincinnati scored 2 touchdowns and 2 field goals in
the first half while outgaining Houston 222-36. The Ben-
gals upped their lead to 34-0 in the third quarter on
touchdown runs by Eric Ball (3 yards) and Boomer Es-
iason (10 yards). Esiason’s second scoring pass of the
day, a 9-yard toss to Eric Kattus, completed the Ben-
gals’ scoring. Cincinnati finished with an almost 2-1 ad-
vantage in possession time (39:45 to 20:15).

Hou. Oilers 0 0 7 7 — 14
Cincinnati 10 10 14 7 — 4
Cin  — Woods 1 run (Breech kick)

Cin — FG Breech 27

Cin  — Green 2 pass from Esiason (Breech kick)

Cin — FG Breech 30

Cin — Ball 3 run (Breech kick)

Cin — Esiason 10 run (Breech kick)

Hou — Givins 16 pass from Carlson (Garcia kick)
Cin — Kattus 9 pass from Esiason (Breech kick)
Hou — Givins 5 pass from Carlson (Garcia kick)

MIAMI 17, KANSAS CITY 16—Dan Marino directed
two fourth-quarter touchdown drives to rally the Dol-
phins over the Chiefs. Trailing 16-3, Marino led Miami
on a 66-yard drive, capped by a 1-yard scoring pass to
Tony Paige, and an 85-yard drive, capped by a 12-yard
touchdown pass to Mark Clayton with 2:27 left. Kansas
City had a last chance to win, but Nick Lowery’s 52-yard
field-goal attempt fell short with 49 seconds remaining.
Miami’s Pete Stoyanovich booted a playoff-record 58-
yard field goal in the second quarter.

Kansas City 3 7 6 0 — 16
Miami 0 3 0o 14 — 17
KC — FG Lowery 27

Mia — FG Stoyanovich 58

KC — S. Paige 26 pass from DeBerg (Lowery kick)
KC — FG Lowery 25

KC — FG Lowery 38

Mia — T. Paige 1 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)
Mia — Clayton 12 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)
1989

PITTSBURGH 26, HOUSTON OILERS 23—Gary An-
derson’s 50-yard field goal 3:26 into overtime lifted the
Steelers over the Oilers. Houston’s Warren Moon threw
2 scoring passes to Ernest Givins to give the Oilers a
23-16 fourth-quarter lead. But Pittsburgh answered with
an 82-yard drive to tie the game on Merrill Hoge’s 2-
yard touchdown with 46 seconds left in regulation. In
overtime, the Steelers’ Rod Woodson recovered a fum-
ble to set up Anderson’s winning kick. Moon passed for
315 yards, while Givins had 11 catches for 136 yards.

— 26
— 23

Pittsburgh 7 3 3 10 3
Hou. Oilers 0 6 3 14 0
Pitt — Worley 9 run (Anderson kick)
Hou — FG Zendejas 26

Hou — FG Zendejas 35

Pitt — FG Anderson 25

Hou — FG Zendejas 26

Pitt — FG Anderson 30

Pitt — FG Anderson 48

Hou — Givins 18 pass from Moon (Zendejas kick)
Hou — Givins 9 pass from Moon (Zendejas kick)
Pitt — Hoge 2 run (Anderson kick)

Pitt — FG Anderson 50

1988

HOUSTON OILERS 24, CLEVELAND BROWN 23—Allen
Pinkett scored twice and Warren Moon led a 10-point rally
in the fourth quarter in the Oilers’ victory. Pinkett gave Hous-
ton a 14-3 lead by scoring 2 touchdowns within a 15-sec-
ond span in the second quarter. After Mike Pagel hit Web-
ster Slaughter to give Cleveland a 16-14 lead, Moon led
Houston on a 76-yard drive for the go-ahead touchdown
and a short drive for a field goal that proved to be the differ-
ence. Moon passed for 213 yards, while Pinkett led all rush-
ers in the game with 82 yards.

Hou. Oilers 0o 14 0o 10
Cle. Browns 3 6 7 7
Cle — FGBahr33

Hou — Pinkett 14 pass from Moon (Zendejas kick)
Hou — Pinkett 16 run (Zendejas kick)

Cle — FGBahr26

Cle — FGBahr28

Cle — Slaughter 14 pass from Pagel (Bahr kick)
Hou — White 1 run (Zendejas kick)

Hou — FG Zendejas 49

Cle — Slaughter 2 pass from Pagel (Bahr kick)

1987
HOUSTON OILERS 23, SEATTLE 20 (OT)—Tony
Zendejas kicked a 42-yard field goal 8:05 into overtime
to give the Oilers the victory. Seattle forced overtime
when Dave Krieg hit Steve Largent for a 12-yard touch-
down pass with 1:47 left in regulation. Krieg and
Largent also hooked up for a 20-yard touchdown in the
first quarter. The Oilers dominated statistically, holding
a 47:44 to 20:21 time-of-possession advantage and
outgaining the Seahawks 437 yards to 250. Warren
Moon guided Houston’s offense, passing for 273 yards
and 1 score.

Seattle 7 3 3 7 0
Hou. Oilers 3 10 7 0 3

— 24
— 23

— 20
— 23

Sea — Largent 20 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick)
Hou — FG Zendejas 47

Hou — Rozier 1 run (Zendejas kick)

Hou — FG Zendejas 49

Sea — FG Johnson 33

Sea — FG Johnson 41

Hou — Drewrey 29 pass from Moon (Zendejas kick)
Sea — Largent 12 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick)
Hou — FG Zendejas 42

1986

NEW YORK JETS 35, KANSAS CITY 15—Pat Ryan
passed for 3 touchdowns to lead the Jets to their first
home playoff victory since 1968. Trailing 6-0, New York
reeled off 28 consecutive points, including 2 scoring
passes by Ryan and a 21-yard interception return by
linebacker Kevin McArthur on the first play of the sec-
ond half. Ryan clinched the victory with a 6-yard touch-
down pass to Billy Griggs in the fourth quarter. Freeman
McNeil ran for 135 yards and scored 2 touchdowns.
Kansas City 6 0 0 9 — 15
N.Y. Jets 7 14 7 7 — 35
KC — Smith 1 run (kick failed)

NYJ — McNeil 1 run (Leahy kick)

NYJ — McNeil 1 pass from Ryan (Leahy kick)

NYJ — Toon 11 pass from Ryan (Leahy kick)

NYJ — McArthur 21 interception return (Leahy kick)

KC — Lewis recovered blocked punt in end zone
(Lowery kick)

NYJ — Griggs 6 pass from Ryan (Leahy kick)

KC — Safety, Jennings ran out of end zone
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1985

NEW ENGLAND 26, NEW YORK JETS 14—The Patri-
ots converted Jets miscues into points to defeat New
York. Safety Fred Marion’s 26-yard interception set up
New England’s first touchdown on a 36-yard pass from
Tony Eason to Stanley Morgan. Tony Franklin’s 20-yard
field goal gave the Patriots a 16-7 third-quarter lead,
which they upped to 23-7 on the ensuing kickoff when
Johnny Rembert returned a Jets fumble 15 yards for a
touchdown. Defensive end Garin Veris led the Patriots’
defense with 3 sacks and an interception.

New England 3 10 10 3 — 26
N.Y. Jets 0 7 7 0o — 14
NE — FG Franklin 33

NYJ — Hector 11 pass from O’Brien (Leahy kick)
NE — FG Franklin 41

NE — Morgan 36 pass from Eason (Franklin kick)
NE — FG Franklin 20

NE — Rembert 15 fumble recovery return

(Franklin kick)

NYJ — Shuler 12 pass from Ryan (Leahy kick)
NE — FG Franklin 26
1984

SEATTLE 13, LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 7—The Sea-
hawks used their running game and defense to grind
out a victory over the Raiders. Seattle rushed for 205
yards, led by Dan Doornink, who gained 126 on 29 car-
ries. The Seahawks’ defense limited the Raiders to 240
total yards, recorded 6 sacks, and forced 3 turnovers.
Seattle built a 13-0 lead on a 26-yard scoring pass from
Dave Krieg to Daryl Turner and 2 field goals by Norm
Johnson, then held off a late charge by Los Angeles.

L.A. Raiders 0 0 0 7 — 7
Seattle 0 7 3 3 — 18
Sea — Turner 26 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick)
Sea — FG Johnson 35

Sea — FG Johnson 44

Raid — Allen 46 pass from Plunkett (Bahr kick)
1983

SEATTLE 31, DENVER 7—Dave Krieg passed for 3
touchdowns to lead the Seahawks over the Broncos.
Seattle broke open a close game with 21 second-half
points, including Krieg’s scoring passes of 5 yards to
Pete Metzelaars and 18 yards to Paul Johns. Krieg, who
finished with 12 completions in 13 attempts for 200
yards, also threw a 17-yard touchdown to Steve Largent
in the first quarter. Curt Warner added 99 yards on 23
carries for Seattle, which was playing in its first post-
season game in franchise history.

Denver 7 0 0 o — 7
Seattle 7 3 7 14 — 31
Sea — Largent 17 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson kick)

Den — Myles 13 pass from DeBerg (Karlis kick)
Sea — FG N. Johnson 37
Sea — Metzelaars 5 pass from Krieg

(N. Johnson kick)
Sea — Johns 18 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson kick)
Sea — Hughes 2 run (N. Johnson kick)
1982

MIAMI 28, NEW ENGLAND 13—David Woodley com-
pleted 16 of 19 passes for 246 yards to lead the Dol-
phins to their first playoff victory since Super Bowl VIII.
Woodley led Miami on touchdown drives of 76, 79, 74,
and 62 yards as the Dolphins amassed 448 total yards.
Miami rushed for 214 yards, led by Andra Franklin, who
ran for 112 yards and 1 touchdown.

New England 0 3 3 7 — 13
Miami 0 14 7 7 — 28
NE — FG J. Smith 23

Mia — Hardy 2 pass from Woodley
(von Schamann kick)
Mia — Franklin 1 run (von Schamann kick)

NE — FG J. Smith 42

Mia — Bennett 2 run (von Schamann kick)
Mia — Hardy 2 pass from Woodley
(von Schamann kick)
NE — Hasselbeck 22 pass from Grogan (J. Smith kick)

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 27, CLEVELAND BROWNS 10—
Jim Plunkett passed for a career-high 386 yards to lead
the Raiders over the Browns. Trailing 13-10, Cleveland

was poised to take the lead until Raiders defensive end
Lyle Alzado forced a fumble deep in Los Angeles terri-
tory. The Raiders then drove 89 yards to make it 20-10
on Marcus Allen’s second touchdown run of the day.
Frank Hawkins’ 1-yard scoring run concluded the scor-
ing. The Raiders set a club postseason record with 510
total yards, including 145 total yards by Allen.

Cle. Browns 0o 10 0 0 — 10
L.A. Raiders 3 10 7 7 — 27
Raid — FG C. Bahr 27

Cle — FG M. Bahr 52

Raid — Allen 2 run (C. Bahr kick)

Cle — Feacher 43 pass from McDonald (M. Bahr kick)
Raid — FG C. Bahr 37

Raid — Allen 3 run (C. Bahr kick)

Raid — Hawkins 1 run (C. Bahr kick)

NEW YORK JETS 44, CINCINNATI 17—Freeman Mc-
Neil rushed for 202 yards on 21 carries and threw a 14-
yard touchdown to lead the Jets over the Bengals. Fol-
lowing an interception, New York drove 85 yards to a
touchdown that gave the Jets their first lead at 17-14.
New York blew the game open in the fourth quarter on
a 20-yard scoring run by McNeil and Darrol Ray’s play-
off-record 98-yard interception return. New York’s
Richard Todd was 20 of 28 for 269 yards.

N.Y. Jets 3 17 3 21 — 44
Cincinnati 14 0 3 0o — 17
Cin  — Curtis 32 pass from Anderson (Breech kick)
NYJ — FG Leahy 33

Cin  — Ross 2 pass from Anderson (Breech kick)
NYJ — Gaffney 14 pass from McNeil (Leahy kick)
NYJ — Walker 4 pass from Todd (Leahy kick)

NYJ — FG Leahy 24

NYJ — FG Leahy 47

Cin — FG Breech 20

NYJ — McNeil 20 run (Leahy kick)
NYJ — Ray 98 interception return (Leahy kick)
NYJ — Crutchfield 1 run (Leahy kick)

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 31, PITTSBURGH 28—Dan
Fouts led two fourth-quarter touchdown drives to rally
the Chargers over the Steelers. Terry Bradshaw threw 2
touchdowns to give Pittsburgh a 28-17 lead. But Fouts
answered with an 8-yard scoring strike to Kellen
Winslow that made it 28-24. In the final minutes, Fouts
guided the Chargers on a 64-yard drive that concluded
with his 12-yard touchdown pass to Winslow with 1:00
remaining. Fouts finished with 333 passing yards.

S.D. Chargers 3 14 o 14 — 31

Pittsburgh 14 0 7 7 — 28

Pitt — Ruff fumble recovery in end zone
(Anderson kick)

SD — FG Benirschke 25

Pitt — Bradshaw 1 run (Anderson kick)

SD — Brooks 18 run (Benirschke kick)

SD — Sievers 10 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)

Pitt — Cunningham 2 pass from Bradshaw
(Anderson kick)

Pitt — Stallworth 14 pass from Bradshaw
(Anderson kick)

SD — Winslow 8 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)

SD — Winslow 12 pass from Fouts
(Benirschke kick)

1981

BUFFALO 31, NEW YORK JETS 27—The Bills built a
24-0 lead and then had to hang on to defeat the Jets.
After New York cut Buffalo’s lead to 24-13, Joe Cribbs
raced 45 yards down the right sideline for what proved
to be the winning touchdown. New York answered with
2 touchdowns, and in the closing seconds, Richard
Todd, who passed for 377 yards on the day, drove the
Jets 69 yards to the Bills’ 11. But Bill Simpson saved the
game for Buffalo with an interception at the Bills’ 1 with
two seconds remaining.

Buffalo 17 7 0 7 — 31
N.Y. Jets 0o 10 3 14 — 27
Buff — Romes 26 fumble recovery return

(Mike-Mayer kick)

Buff — Lewis 50 pass from Ferguson
(Mike-Mayer kick)
Buff — FG Mike-Mayer 29

Buff — Lewis 29 pass from Ferguson
(Mike-Mayer kick)

NYJ — Shuler 30 pass from Todd (Leahy kick)

NYJ — FG Leahy 26

NYJ — FG Leahy 19

Buff — Cribbs 45 run (Mike-Mayer kick)

NYJ — B. Jones 30 pass from Todd (Leahy kick)

NYJ — Long 1 run (Leahy kick)

1980

OAKLAND 27, HOUSTON OILERS 7—The Raiders
used blind-side blitzes to record 7 sacks and shut out
the Oilers over the final three quarters. Houston could
muster only a first-quarter touchdown run by Earl
Campbell, as the Oilers’ offense was thwarted by the
Raiders’ aggressive pass rush. Oakland’s Jim Plunkett
threw 2 touchdowns, including a 44-yard bomb to
Arthur Whittington that upped the Raiders’ lead to 17-7
in the fourth quarter. Lester Hayes intercepted 2 pass-
es, including 1 he returned 20 yards for a touchdown.

Hou. Oilers 7 0 0 0o — 7
Oakland 3 7 o 17 — 27
Oak — FG Bahr 47

Hou — Campbell 1 run (Fritsch kick)

Oak — Christensen 1 pass from Plunkett (Bahr kick)
Oak — Whittington 44 pass from Plunkett (Bahr kick)
Oak — FG Bahr 37

Oak — Hayes 20 interception return (Bahr kick)
1979

HOUSTON OILERS 13, DENVER 7—The Oilers’ de-
fense shut out the Broncos after the first quarter to lead
Houston over Denver. The Oilers built a 10-7 halftime
lead on a field goal and Earl Campbell’s 3-yard touch-
down run. But in the second half, both Campbell and
quarterback Dan Pastorini were forced out with injuries.
The Oilers’ defense picked up the slack, stopping the
Broncos'’ final two series with a sack by Curley Culp and
a pass deflection by Vernon Perry. Houston finished with
6 sacks.

Denver 7 0 0 0o — 7
Hou. Oilers 3 7 0 3 — 13
Hou — FG Fritsch 31

Den — Preston 7 pass from Morton (Turner kick)
Hou — Campbell 3 run (Fritsch kick)

Hou — FG Fritsch 20

1978

HOUSTON OILERS 17, MIAMI 9—The run-oriented
Qilers took to the air to defeat the Dolphins. Dan Pas-
torini completed 20 of 29 passes for 306 yards, includ-
ing a 13-yard touchdown pass to Tim Wilson that tied
the game at 7-7. In the fourth quarter, Pastorini’s pass-
es set up Tony Fritsch’s tie-breaking 35-yard field goal.
Houston clinched the victory with a 50-yard scoring
drive, capped by Earl Campbell’s 1-yard touchdown
run. Houston outgained Miami 455-209.

Hou. Oilers 7 0 0o 10 — 17
Miami 7 0 0 2 — 9
Mia — Tillman 13 pass from Griese (Yepremian kick)

Hou — T. Wilson 13 pass from Pastorini (Fritsch kick)
Hou — FG Fritsch 35

Hou — Campbell 1 run (Fritsch kick)

Mia — Safety, Pastorini ran out of end zone
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WILD CARD PLAYOFFS

AFC WILD CARD RECORDS

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games Played
10 Adam Vinatieri, New England, 1997-98, 2005; Indianapolis, 2006, 2008,
2010, 2012-14, 2018

SCORING
Most Points, Game
18 Andre Reed, Buffalo vs. Hou. Oilers, 1992 (OT) (3-td)
Napoleon McCallum, L.A. Raiders vs. Denver, 1993 (3-td)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
3 Andre Reed, Buffalo vs. Hou. Qilers, 1992 (OT) (3-p)
Napoleon McCallum, L.A. Raiders vs. Denver, 1993 (3-r)

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdown, Game
7 Mike Vanderjagt, Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
6 Michael Badgley, L.A. Chargers vs. Balt. Ravens, 2018
Most Field Goals, Game
5 Michael Badgley, L.A. Chargers vs. Balt. Ravens, 2018
Longest Field Goal
58 Pete Stoyanovich, Miami vs. Kansas City, 1990

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
40 Lamar Smith, Miami vs. Indianapolis, 2000 (OT)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
209 Lamar Smith, Miami vs. Indianapolis, 2000 (OT)
Longest Run From Scrimmage
83 Ray Rice, Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
3 Napoleon McCallum, L.A. Raiders vs. Denver, 1993

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Passes Attempted, Game
64 Dan Marino, Miami vs. Buffalo, 1995

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game
36 Warren Moon, Hou. Oilers vs. Buffalo, 1992 (OT)
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
84.6 Peyton Manning, Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003 (22-26)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
458 Peyton Manning, Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Longest Pass Completion
87 Peyton Manning (to Brandon Stokley), Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Passes, Game
5 Peyton Manning, Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003

HAD INTERCEPTED
Most Attempts Without Interception, Game
48 Warren Moon, Hou. Oilers vs. Pittsburgh, 1989 (OT)
Most Passes Had Intercepted, Game
4 Richard Todd, N.Y. Jets vs. Buffalo, 1981
Joe Ferguson, Buffalo vs. N.Y. Jets, 1981
Todd Marinovich, L.A. Raiders vs. Kansas City, 1991
Stan Humphries, S.D. Chargers vs. Indianapolis, 1995
Chad Pennington, Miami vs. Balt. Ravens, 2008
Brian Hoyer, Hou. Texans vs. Kansas City, 2015

PASS RECEIVING
RECEPTIONS
Most Receptions, Game
13 Shannon Sharpe, Denver vs. L.A. Raiders, 1993
T.Y. Hilton, Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2013

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
240 Eric Moulds, Buffalo vs. Miami, 1998
Longest Reception
87 Brandon Stokley (from Peyton Manning), Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Receptions, Game
3 Andre Reed, Buffalo vs. Hou. QOilers, 1992 (OT)

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Interceptions By, Game
2 Accomplished 15 times.
Last: Husain Abdullah, Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2013

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

98 Darrol Ray, N.Y. Jets vs. Cincinnati, 1982
Longest Return

98 Darrol Ray, N.Y. Jets vs. Cincinnati, 1982

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Accomplished 15 times. Last: Leon Hall, Cincinnati vs. Hou. Texans, 2012

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
10 Kyle Richardson, Balt. Ravens vs. Denver, 2000
Marquette King, Oakland vs. Hou. Texans, 2016
Longest Punt
68 Pat McAfee, Indianapolis vs. Cincinnati, 2014

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punt Average, Game (4 Punts)
52.7 Mike Scifres, S.D. Chargers vs. Indianapolis, 2008 (OT)

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
7 Carl Roaches, Hou. Oilers vs. Oakland, 1980
Reggie Barlow, Jacksonville vs. New England, 1998

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

84 Carl Roaches, Hou. Oilers vs. Oakland, 1980
Longest Return

66 Antwaan Randle El, Pittsburgh vs. Cle. Browns, 2002

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Antwaan Randle El, Pittsburgh vs. Cle. Browns, 2002

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
7 David Verser, Cincinnati vs. N.Y. Jets, 1982
Quintin Demps, Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2013

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

187  Quintin Demps, Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2013
Longest Return

106 Knile Davis, Kansas City vs. Hou. Texans, 2015 (TD)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Kevin Dyson, Tennessee vs. Buffalo, 1999
Charlie Rogers, Seattle vs. Miami, 1999
Knile Davis, Kansas City vs. Hou. Texans, 2015

TEAM RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games
13 Hou. Oilers/Tennessee Titans, 1978-1980, 1987-1992, 1999, 2003,
2007, 2017
Indianapolis, 1995-96, 2000, 2002-04, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012-14, 2018
Most Games Won
8 Hou. Oilers/Tennessee Titans, 1978-79, 1987-88, 1991, 1999, 2003, 2017
Most Games Lost
8 Cincinnati, 1982, 2005, 2009, 2011-15
Kansas City, 1986, 1990, 1992, 1994, 2006, 2010, 2013, 2017
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SCORING
POINTS
Most Points, Game
49 Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Fewest Points, Game
0 Kansas City vs. S.D. Chargers, 1992
Indianapolis vs. N.Y. Jets, 2002
Hou. Texans vs. Kansas City, 2015
Most Points, Both Teams, Game
89 Indianapolis (45) vs. Kansas City (44), 2013
Fewest Points, Both Teams, Game
13 Buffalo (3) vs. Jacksonville (10), 2017
Most Points, By Quarter
1st: 24 Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009
2nd: 21 Hou. Oilers vs. Buffalo, 1992
Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2013
3rd: 28 Buffalo vs. Hou. Oilers, 1992
4th: 22 Miami vs. Buffalo, 1995
Oakland vs. N.Y. Jets, 2001
Pittsburgh vs. Cle. Browns, 2002
OT: 6 Miami vs. Indianapolis, 2000
S.D. Chargers vs. Indianapolis, 2008
Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 2011

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game

7 Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Fewest Touchdowns, Game

0 Accomplished 11 times. Last: Buffalo vs. Jacksonville, 2017
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game

11 Indianapolis (6) vs. Kansas City (5), 2013

Fewest Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game

1 L.A. Raiders (0) vs. Kansas City (1), 1991

Buffalo (0) vs. Jacksonville (1), 2017

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdowns, Game
7 Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Most Points After Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
11 Indianapolis (6) vs. Kansas City (5), 2013

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals, Game
5 L.A. Chargers vs. Balt. Ravens, 2018
Most Field Goals, Both Teams, Game
7 Pittsburgh (4) vs. Houston (3), 1989 (OT)
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
6 L.A. Chargers vs. Balt. Ravens, 2018
Most Field Goals Attempted, Both Teams, Game
8 Hou. Oilers (4) vs. Pittsburgh (4), 1989 (OT)
L.A. Chargers (6) vs. Balt. Ravens (2), 2018

FIRST DOWNS
Most First Downs, Game
30 Pittsburgh vs. Cle. Browns, 2002
Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2013
Fewest First Downs, Game
7 Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2006
Most First Downs, Both Teams, Game
58 Kansas City (30) vs. Indianapolis (28), 2013
Fewest First Downs, Both Teams, Game
22 Denver (9) vs. Balt. Ravens (13), 2000

NET YARDS GAINED RUSHING AND PASSING
Most Net Yards Gained, Game

536 Buffalo vs. Miami, 1995

Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2013

Fewest Net Yards Gained, Game

126 Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2006
Most Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game

1,049 Indianapolis (536) vs. Kansas City (513), 2013

Fewest Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game

390 Miami (162) vs. New England (228), 1997

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
52 Buffalo vs. Miami, 1995
Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009
Fewest Attempts, Game
11 Seattle vs. Hou. Oilers, 1987 (OT)

WILD CARD PLAYOFFS

Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game

76 Seattle (51) vs. L.A. Raiders (25), 1984
Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game

43  Hou. Oilers (20) vs. N.Y. Jets (23), 1991

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
341 Buffalo vs. Miami, 1995
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
29 Seattle vs. Hou. Oilers, 1987 (OT)
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
411 Buffalo (341) vs. Miami (70), 1995
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
121  Balt. Ravens (53) vs. Pittsburgh (68), 2014
Longest Gain
83 Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
5 Pittsburgh vs. Indianapolis, 1996
Denver vs. Jacksonville, 1997
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
6 Denver (5) vs. Jacksonville (1), 1997

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
66 Miami vs. Buffalo, 1995
Fewest Attempts, Game
10 Seattle vs. L.A. Raiders, 1984
Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009
Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game
91 Pittsburgh (48) vs. Cle. Browns (43), 2002
Kansas City (46) vs. Indianapolis (45), 2013
Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game
37 Seattle (10) vs. L.A. Raiders (27), 1984
Kansas City (14) vs. L.A. Raiders (23), 1991

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game

36 Hou. Oilers vs. Buffalo, 1992
Fewest Passes Completed, Game

4  Seattle vs. L.A. Raiders, 1984
Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009

Most Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game

59 Kansas City (30) vs. Indianapolis (29), 2013
Fewest Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game

18 Seattle (4) vs. L.A. Raiders (14), 1984

COMPLETION PERCENTAGE
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
83.9 Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003 (26-31)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
34.8 Oakland vs. Hou. Oilers, 1980 (8-23)
Highest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
80.3 Indianapolis (83.9) vs. Denver (76.7), 2003 (49-61)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
44.0 Miami (39.5) vs. New England (50.0), 1997 (33-75)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
454  Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
34 Balt. Ravens vs. New England, 2009
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
799 Indianapolis (436) vs. Kansas City (363), 2013
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
152 Tennessee (55) vs. Buffalo (97), 1999
Longest Gain
87  Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
5 Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
8 Buffalo (4) vs. Hou. Oilers (4), 1992
Indianapolis (4) vs. Kansas City (4), 2013

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Passes Intercepted By, Game
4 Buffalo vs. N.Y. Jets, 1981
N.Y. Jets vs. Buffalo, 1981
Kansas City vs. L.A. Raiders, 1991
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Indianapolis vs. S.D. Chargers, 1995
Baltimore vs. Miami, 2008
Kansas City vs. Hou. Texans, 2015
Most Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
8 N.Y. Jets (4) vs. Buffalo (4), 1981
Fewest Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
0 Hou. Oilers vs. Pittsburgh, 1989
Kansas City vs. Pittsburgh, 1993
Oakland vs. N.Y. Jets, 2001
Indianapolis vs. Cincinnati, 2014

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
138 N.Y. Jets vs. Cincinnati, 1982
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
141 Buffalo (79) vs. N.Y. Jets (62), 1981
Longest Return
98 N.Y. Jets vs. Cincinnati, 1982

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Accomplished 15 times. Last: Cincinnati vs. Hou. Texans, 2012

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
10 Balt. Ravens vs. Denver, 2000
Oakland vs. Hou. Texans, 2016
Fewest Punts, Game
0 N.Y. Jets vs. Cincinnati, 1982
Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003
Most Punts, Both Teams, Game
19 Balt. Ravens (10) vs. Denver (9), 2000
Oakland (10) vs. Hou. Texans (9), 2016
Fewest Punts, Both Teams, Game
2 N.Y. Jets (0) vs. Cincinnati (2), 1982
Indianapolis (0) vs. Denver (2), 2003

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punting Average, Game (4 punts)

52.7 S.D. Chargers vs. Indianapolis, 2008 (OT) (6-316)
Lowest Punting Average, Game (4 punts)

29.5 Jacksonville vs. Denver, 1997 (4-118)
Highest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game (4 Punts)

49.8 S.D. Chargers (52.7) vs. Indianapolis (46.8), 2008 (OT)
Lowest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game (4 Punts)

28.4 Pittsburgh (25.3) vs. Hou. Oilers (33.0), 1989 (OT)

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
7 Hou. Qilers vs. Oakland, 1980
Jacksonville vs. New England, 1998
Fewest Punt Returns, Game
0 By many teams. Last: Balt. Ravens vs. L.A. Chargers, 2018
Most Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
13 Hou. Oilers (7) vs. Oakland (6), 1980
Fewest Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
0 Hou. Oilers vs. N.Y. Jets, 1991
Oakland vs. N.Y. Jets, 2001
Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2003
Kansas City vs. Balt. Ravens, 2010
Pittsburgh vs. Balt. Ravens, 2014

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
84 Hou. Oilers vs. Oakland, 1980
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
147  Pittsburgh (77) vs. Cle. Browns (70), 2002
Longest Return
66 Pittsburgh vs. Cle. Browns, 2002

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
8 Cincinnati vs. N.Y. Jets, 1982
N.Y. Jets vs. Oakland, 2001
Indianapolis vs. N.Y. Jets, 2002
Denver vs. Indianapolis, 2004
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Game
0 S.D. Chargers vs. Kansas City, 1992
Hou. Texans vs. Cincinnati, 2011
Pittsburgh vs. Denver, 2011 (OT)
Indianapolis vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012
Hou. Texans vs. Kansas City, 2015
Jacksonville vs. Buffalo, 2017
Indianapolis vs. Hou. Texans, 2018

Most Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game

13

N.Y. Jets (8) vs. Oakland (5), 2001

Fewest Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game

1

S.D. Chargers (0) vs. Kansas City (1), 1992
Hou. Texans (0) vs. Cincinnati (1), 2011
Pittsburgh (0) vs. Denver (1), 2011 (OT)
Hou. Texans (0) vs. Kansas City (1), 2015
Jacksonville (0) vs. Buffalo (1), 2017
Indianapolis (0) vs. Hou. Texans (1), 2018

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

210

N.Y. Jets vs. Oakland, 2001

Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game

301

N.Y. Jets (210) vs. Oakland (91), 2001

Longest Return

106

Kansas City vs. Hou. Texans, 2015 (TD)

AFC WILD CARD GAME TOP PERFORMANCES
RUSHING YARDS

209
202
184
175
169

Lamar Smith, Miami vs. Indianapolis, 2000 (OT)
Freeman McNeil, N.Y. Jets vs. Cincinnati, 1982
Terrell Davis, Denver vs. Jacksonville, 1997
Natrone Means, Jacksonville vs. Buffalo, 1996
Cedric Benson, Cincinnati vs. N.Y. Jets, 2009

PASSING YARDS

458
443
429
422
386

Peyton Manning, Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Andrew Luck, Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2013
Kelly Holcomb, Cle. Browns vs. Pittsburgh, 2002
Dan Marino, Miami vs. Buffalo, 1995

Jim Plunkett, L.A. Raiders vs. Cle. Browns, 1982

RECEPTIONS

Shannon Sharpe, Denver vs. L.A. Raiders, 1993
T.Y. Hilton, Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2013
Franco Harris, Pittsburgh vs. S.D. Chargers, 1982
Ernest Givins, Hou. Oilers vs. Pittsburgh, 1989 (OT)
0O.J. McDuffie, Miami vs. Buffalo, 1995

Hines Ward, Pittsburgh vs. Cle. Browns, 2002
Jarvis Landry, Miami vs. Pittsburgh, 2016

Keke Coutee, Hou. Texans vs. Indianapolis, 2018

RECEIVING YARDS

240
224
221
204
183

Eric Moulds, Buffalo vs. Miami, 1998

T.Y. Hilton, Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2013

Reggie Wayne, Indianapolis vs. Denver, 2004
Demaryius Thomas, Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 2011 (OT)
Jerry Rice, Oakland vs. N.Y. Jets, 2001
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NFC WILD CARD PLAYOFF GAMES
Season Date Winner (Share) Loser (Share) Score Site Attendance
2018 Jan. 6 Philadelphia ($27,000) Chi. Bears ($29,000) 16-15 Chicago 62,462
Jan. 5 Dallas ($29,000) Seattle ($27,000) 24-22 Dallas 94,327
2017 Jan. 7 New Orleans ($28,000) Carolina ($26,000) 31-26 New Orleans 73,186
Jan. 6 Atlanta ($26,000) L.A. Rams ($28,000) 26-13 Los Angeles 74,300
2016 Jan. 8 Green Bay ($27,000) N.Y. Giants ($24,000) 38-13 Green Bay 77,549
Jan. 7 Seattle ($27,000) Detroit ($24,000) 26-6 Seattle 68,788
2015 Jan. 10 Green Bay ($23,000) Washington ($25,000) 35-18 Washington 81,367
Jan. 10 Seattle ($23,000) Minnesota ($25,000) 10-9 Minneapolis 52,090
2014 Jan. 4 Dallas ($24,000) Detroit ($22,000) 24-20 Dallas 91,410
Jan. 3 Carolina ($24,000) Arizona ($22,000) 27-16 Charlotte 71,849
2013 Jan. 5 San Francisco ($21,000) Green Bay ($23,000) 23-20 Green Bay 77,525
Jan. 4 New Orleans ($21,000) Philadelphia ($23,000) 26-24 Philadelphia 69,144
2012 Jan. 6 Seattle ($20,000) Washington ($22,000) 24-14 Washington 84,325
Jan. 5 Green Bay ($22,000) Minnesota ($20,000) 24-10 Green Bay 71,548
2011 Jan. 8 N.Y. Giants ($22,000) Atlanta ($20,000) 24-2 East Rutherford 79,909
Jan.7 New Orleans ($22,000) Detroit ($20,000) 45-28 New Orleans 73,038
2010 Jan. 9 Green Bay ($19,000) Philadelphia ($21,000) 21-16 Philadelphia 69,144
Jan 8 Seattle ($21,000) New Orleans ($19,000) 41-36 Seattle 66,336
2009 Jan. 10 Arizona ($21,000) Green Bay ($19,000) 51-45* Glendale 61,926
Jan. 9 Dallas ($21,000) Philadelphia ($19,000) 34-14 Dallas 92,951
2008 Jan. 4 Philadelphia ($18,000) Minnesota ($20,000) 26-14 Minneapolis 61,746
Jan. 3 Arizona ($20,000) Atlanta ($18,000) 30-24 Glendale 62,848
2007 Jan. 6 N.Y. Giants ($18,000) Tampa Bay ($20,000) 24-14 Tampa 65,621
Jan. 5 Seattle ($20,000) Washington ($18,000) 35-14 Seattle 68,297
2006 Jan. 7 Philadelphia ($19,000) N.Y. Giants ($17,000) 23-20 Philadelphia 69,094
Jan. 6 Seattle ($19,000) Dallas ($17,000) 21-20 Seattle 68,058
2005 Jan. 8 Carolina ($17,000) N.Y. Giants ($19,000) 23-0 East Rutherford 79,378
Jan.7 Washington ($17,000) Tampa Bay ($19,000) 17-10 Tampa 65,514
2004 Jan. 9 Minnesota ($15,000) Green Bay ($18,000) 31-17 Green Bay 71,075
Jan. 8 St.L. Rams($15,000) Seattle ($18,000) 27-20 Seattle 65,397
2003 Jan. 4 Green Bay ($18,000) Seattle ($15,000) 33-27* Green Bay 71,457
Jan. 3 Carolina ($18,000) Dallas ($15,000) 29-10 Charlotte 73,014
2002 Jan. 5 San Francisco ($17,000) N.Y. Giants ($12,500) 39-38 San Francisco 66,318
Jan. 4 Atlanta ($12,500) Green Bay ($17,000) 27-7 Green Bay 65,358
2001 Jan. 13 Green Bay ($12,500) San Francisco ($12,500) 25-15 Green Bay 59,825
Jan. 12 Philadelphia ($17,000) Tampa Bay ($12,500) 31-9 Philadelphia 65,847
2000 Dec. 31 Philadelphia ($12,500) Tampa Bay ($12,500) 21-3 Philadelphia 65,813
Dec. 30 New Orleans ($16,000) St.L. Rams ($12,500) 31-28 New Orleans 64,900
1999 Jan. 9 Minnesota ($10,000) Dallas ($10,000) 27-10 Minneapolis 64,056
Jan. 8 Washington ($16,000) Detroit ($10,000) 27-13 Washington 79,411
1998 Jan. 3 San Francisco ($10,000) Green Bay ($10,000) 30-27 San Francisco 66,506
Jan. 2 Arizona ($10,000) Dallas ($15,000) 20-7 Dallas 62,969
1997 Dec. 28 Tampa Bay ($10,000) Detroit ($10,000) 20-10 Tampa 73,361
Dec. 27 Minnesota ($10,000) N.Y. Giants ($10,000) 23-22 East Rutherford 77,497
1996 Dec. 29 San Francisco ($10,000) Philadelphia ($10,000) 14-0 San Francisco 56,460
Dec. 28 Dallas ($14,000) Minnesota ($10,000) 40-15 Dallas 64,682
1995 Dec. 31 Green Bay ($13,000) Atlanta ($7,500) 37-20 Green Bay 60,453
Dec. 30 Philadelphia ($7,500) Detroit ($7,500) 58-37 Philadelphia 66,099
1994 Jan. 1 Chi. Bears ($7,500) Minnesota ($12,000) 35-18 Minneapolis 60,347
Dec. 31 Green Bay ($7,500) Detroit ($7,500) 16-12 Green Bay 58,125
1993 Jan. 9 N.Y. Giants ($7,500) Minnesota ($7,500) 17-10 East Rutherford 75,089
Jan. 8 Green Bay ($7,500) Detroit ($12,000) 28-24 Detroit 68,479
1992 Jan. 3 Philadelphia ($6,000) New Orleans ($6,000) 36-20 New Orleans 68,893
Jan. 2 Washington ($6,000) Minnesota ($10,000) 24-7 Minneapolis 57,353
1991 Dec. 29 Dallas ($6,000) Chi. Bears ($6,000) 17-13 Chicago 62,594
Dec. 28 Atlanta ($6,000) New Orleans ($10,000) 27-20 New Orleans 68,794
1990 Jan. 6 Chi. Bears ($10,000) New Orleans ($6,000) 16-6 Chicago 60,767
Jan. 5 Washington ($6,000) Philadelphia ($6,000) 20-6 Philadelphia 65,287
1989 Dec. 31 L.A. Rams ($6,000) Philadelphia ($6,000) 21-7 Philadelphia 65,479
1988 Dec. 26 Minnesota ($6,000) L.A. Rams ($6,000) 28-17 Minneapolis 61,204
1987 Jan. 3 Minnesota ($6,000) New Orleans ($6,000) 44-10 New Orleans 68,546
1986 Dec. 28 Washington ($6,000) L.A. Rams ($6,000) 19-7 Washington 54,567
1985 Dec. 29 N.Y. Giants ($6,000) San Francisco ($6,000) 17-3 East Rutherford 75,131
1984 Dec. 23 N.Y. Giants ($6,000) L.A. Rams ($6,000) 16-3 Anaheim 67,037
1983 Dec. 26 L.A. Rams ($6,000) Dallas ($6,000) 2417 Dallas 62,118
1982 Jan. 9 Dallas ($6,000) Tampa Bay ($6,000) 30-17 Dallas 65,042
Jan. 9 Minnesota ($6,000) Atlanta ($6,000) 30-24 Minneapolis 60,560
Jan. 8 Green Bay ($6,000) St.L. Cardinals ($6,000) 41-16 Green Bay 54,282
Jan. 8 Washington ($6,000) Detroit ($6,000) 31-7 Washington 55,045
1981 Dec. 27 N.Y. Giants ($3,000) Philadelphia ($3,000) 27-21 Philadelphia 71,611
1980 Dec. 28 Dallas ($3,000) L.A. Rams ($3,000) 34-13 Dallas 63,052
1979 Dec. 23 Philadelphia ($3,000) Chi. Bears ($3,000) 2717 Philadelphia 69,397
1978 Dec. 24 Atlanta ($3,000) Philadelphia ($3,000) 14-13 Atlanta 59,403
*Overtime
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
2018 the Eagles to victory. The Eagles scored on the game’s ments later. Mitchell Trubisky, making his first postsea-

PHILADELPHIA 16, CHICAGO BEARS 15—Treyvon opening possession and early in the second quarter son start, guided the Bears 78 yards in the final 2:38 of
Hester tipped Cody Parkey’s potential game-winning | were driving for more when Roquan Smith interecepted | the half, capped by Parkey’s 29-yard field goal, for a 6-3
field goal attempt, forcing it to bounce off the left upright | Nick Foles’ pass. The Bears capitalized on the turnover | halftime lead. Three defensive penalties by the Bears
and then the crossbar, with five seconds remaining to lift when Parkey’s 36-yard field goal tied the game mo- aided the Eagles’ 83-yard drive in the third quarter. Nick
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Foles finished the drive with a 10-yard touchdown pass
to Dallas Goedert for a 10-6 lead. Trubisky’s 45-yard
pass to Allen Robinson late in the third quarter set up
Parkey’s third field goal. On Chicago’s next drive Tru-
bisky completed a 19-yard pass to Tyler Gabriel on
third-and-11 and three plays later found Robinson for a
22-yard touchdown with 9:04 to play to take a 15-10
lead. The Bears went for the 2-point conversion, but
Gabriel was stopped short. After an exchange of punts,
Foles engineered a 60-yard drive, highlighted by Al-
shon Jeffery’s 11-yard catch on third-and-9 to the
Bears’ 2, and capped by Golden Tate’s 2-yard catch
with 56 seconds remaining. Wendell Smallwood was
stopped short on the Eagles’ 2-point conversion at-
tempt. Tarik Cohen returned the kickoff 35 yards, and
Trubisky completed passes of 25 and 8 yards to Robin-
son to reach the Eagles’ 25-yard-line, but Hester tipped
Parkey’s kick, altering the trajectory to force the ball to
bounce off both the upright and the crossbar. Foles was
25 of 40 for 266 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 2 inter-
ceptions. Trubisky completed 26 of 43 attempts for 303
yards and 1 touchdown. Robinson had 10 receptions
for 143 yards.

Philadelphia 3 0 7 6 — 16
Chi. Bears 0 6 0 9 — 15
Phil — FG Elliott 43

Chi — FG Parkey 36

Chi — FG Parkey 29

Phil  — Goedert 10 pass from Foles (Elliott kick)

Chi — FG Parkey 34

Chi  — Robinson 22 pass from Trubisky (pass failed)
Phil — Tate 2 pass from Foles (run failed)

DALLAS 24, SEATTLE 22—Ezekiel Elliott rushed for
137 yards and a touchdown as the Cowboys rallied to
win their first postseason game since 2014. The Cow-
boys’ defense limited the Seahawks to 11 first downs
and allowed them to convert just 2 of 13 third-down op-
portunities. Dallas scored on the game’s initial drive,
taking a 3-0 lead on Brett Maher’s 39-yard field goal. In
the second quarter, Tyler Lockett had catches of 40 and
25 yards on consecutive drives to set up two Sebastian
Janikowski field goals and give Seattle a 6-3 lead with
1:43 left in the half. Elliott’s 44-yard run on the ensuing
drive led to Dak Prescott’s 11-yard touchdown pass to
Michael Gallup 24 seconds before halftime for a 10-6
Dallas lead. An excellent punt by Michael Dickson
pinned Dallas back to its own 2-yard-line in the third
quarter. The Seahawks’ defense forced a three-and-out,
and Russell Wilson capped the ensuing 44-yard drive
with a 4-yard run. With Janikowski injured, Mike Davis
ran for the 2-point conversion and Seattle led 14-10.
Dallas answered immediately, keyed by Amari Coop-
er’s 34-yard catch and run, and regained the lead with
Elliott’s 1-yard plunge with 12:28 to play. Later in the
quarter, Dallas converted three third downs on an 11-
play, 63-yard drive that consumed more than five min-
utes, highlighted by Prescott’s 16-yard run on third-
and-14, and capped by his 1-yard sneak on the next
play for a 24-14 lead with 2:08 left. Wilson completed a
53-yard pass to Lockett to set up J.D. McKissic’s 7-yard
scoring grab. Chris Carson’s 2-point conversion run
trimmed the lead to 24-22 with 1:18 to play, but Cole
Beasley recovered Dickson’s onside kick attempt to se-
cure the victory. Prescott was 22 of 33 for 226 yards and
1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Elliott carried 26
times for 137 yards, and Cooper had 7 receptions for
106 yards. Wilson completed 18 of 27 passes for 233
yards and 1 touchdown. Lockett had 4 catches for 120

yards.

Seattle 0 6 8 8 — 22
Dallas 3 7 0 14 — 24
Dall — FG Maher 39

Sea — FG Janikowski 27

Sea — FG Janikowski 42

Dall — Gallup 11 pass from Prescott (Maher kick)
Sea — Wilson 4 run (Davis run)

Dall — Elliott 1 run (Maher kick)

Dall — Prescott 1 run (Maher kick)

Sea — McKissic 7 pass from Wilson (Carson run)
2017

NEW ORLEANS 31, CAROLINA 26—Drew Brees
passed for 376 yards and 2 touchdowns as the Saints

won their first home playoff game in six years. Two plays
after a missed field goal, Brees connected deep down
the right side with Ted Ginn for an 80-yard touchdown.
Graham Gano converted a 27-yard field goal on the
next drive, only to have the Saints drive 75 yards and
take a 14-3 lead on Brees’ 9-yard pass to Josh Hill.
Gano kicked field goals on the Panthers’ next two pos-
session as well, but the Saints had another 75-yard
touchdown drive in between them, to take a 21-9 lead
into halftime. To begin the second half, for the fourth
consecutive possession, Gano ended the Panthers
drive with a field goal, and this time the Saints respond-
ed with Will Lutz’ 57-yard field goal for a 24-12 lead.
Faced with third-and-6 at the Saints’ 14 early in the
fourth, Cam Newton completed a touchdown pass to
Greg Olsen to cut the deficit to 24-19. Following an ex-
change of punts, Brees completed a 46-yard pass to
Michael Thomas to set up Alvin Kamara’s 2-yard run for
a 31-19 lead. Carolina responded four plays later as
Christian McCaffrey took a short pass and darted 56
yards for a touchdown to pull within five points with 4:09
remaining. On fourth-and-2 near midfield with 2 minutes
remaining, Mike Adams intercepted a pass at the Pan-
thers’ 30. Newton completed passes of 19 and 21 yards
to help get Carolina to the Saints’ 21 with 46 seconds
left, but a pair of incompletions, an intentional ground-
ing, and, on fourth-and-23, a sack by Vonn Bell clinched
the victory. Brees was 23 of 33 for 376 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Thomas had 8 catch-
es for 131 yards and Ginn had 4 receptions for 115
yards and 1 touchdown. Newton was 24 of 40 for 349
yards and 2 touchdowns. Olsen had 8 receptions for
107 yards and McCaffrey 6 catches for 101 yards, each
with a touchdown.

Carolina 0 9 3 14 — 26
New Orleans 7 14 3 7 — 31
NO — Ginn 80 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)

Car — FG Gano 27

NO — Hill 9 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)

Car — FG Gano 39

NO — Line 1 run (Lutz kick)

Car — FG Gano 58

Car — FG Gano 29

NO — FG Lutz57

Car — Olsen 14 pass from Newton (Gano kick)

NO — Kamara 2 run (Lutz kick)

Car — McCaffrey 56 pass from Newton (Gano kick)

ATLANTA 26, LOS ANGELES RAMS 13—Matt Bryant
kicked 4 field goals and the Falcons’ special teams re-
covered 2 fumbles as Atlanta won the first playoff game
in Los Angeles in 24 years. In the middle of the first
quarter, Pharoh Cooper muffed a punt and it was re-
covered by LaRoy Reynolds at the Rams’ 17, setting up
the first of Bryant’s four field goals. Following a Rams’
punt and second Bryant field goal, Cooper fumbled the
ensuing kickoff, forced by Damontae Kazee and recov-
ered by Kemal Ishmael. That set up Devonta Freeman’s
3-yard run for a 13-0 lead early in the second quarter. In
the middle of the second quarter, Todd Gurley’s 26-yard
run, with a 15-yard unnecessary roughness penalty
tacked on, led to Jared Goff's 14-yard touchdown pass
to Cooper Kupp. The Rams’ defense then forced a punt
and Goff completed a 38-yard pass to Robert Woods
which led to Sam Ficken’s 35-yard field goal just before
halftime to cut the deficit to 13-10. The Falcons came
out of the locker room with a 16-play drive, with Bryant’s
25-yard field goal at the 6:45 mark increasing the lead
to 16-10. Atlanta forced a punt and Bryant tacked on his
fourth field goal on the Falcons next possession for a
19-10 lead. The Rams responded with a field goal, but
Mohamed Sanu took a short pass and scampered 52
yards to the Rams’ 10 to set up Julio Jones’ 8-yard
touchdown catch with 5:48 to play for a 26-13 lead. The
Rams drove to the Falcons’ 5, but three consecutive in-
complete passes ended the drive. The Rams’ defense
forced a punt with 1:53 remaining, but four consecutive
incomplete passes quelled the comeback attempt. Matt
Ryan was 21 of 30 for 218 yards and 1 touchdown. Goff
was 24 of 45 for 259 yards and 1 touchdown. Gurley
carried 14 times for 101 yards, and Woods had 9 re-
ceptions for 142 yards.

Atlanta 6 7 6 7 — 26
L.A. Rams 0o 10 0 3 — 13

Atl  — FG Bryant 29

Atl  — FG Bryant 51

Atl — Freeman 3 run (Bryant kick)

LAR — Kupp 14 pass from Goff (Ficken kick)
LAR — FG Ficken 35

Atl  — FG Bryant 25

Atl  — FG Bryant 54

LAR — FG Ficken 32

Atl  — Jones 8 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)
2016

GREEN BAY 38, N.Y. GIANTS 13—After finishing the
season with six consecutive victories, Aaron Rodgers
stayed hot with 362 passing yards and 4 touchdowns.
Eli Manning completed a 26-yard pass to Sterling Shep-
ard to set up Robbie Gould’s first-quarter field goal, and
Manning’s 51-yard pass to Will Tye led to Gould’s sec-
ond quarter field goal for a 6-0 lead. A 31-yard pass
from Rodgers to Davante Adams led to Adams’ 5-yard
touchdown catch for a 7-6 Packers lead. With six sec-
onds remaining in the half, Rodgers launched a Hail
Mary pass. The ball sailed over the outstretched arms
of numerous leaping Giants and Packers in the middle
of the end zone and landed in Randall Cobb’s arms as
he stood near the back of the end zone for a 14-6 half-
time lead. In the middle of the third quarter, the Packers
went for it on fourth-and-1 from their own 42 but Ty
Montgomery was stopped for a 1-yard loss. Two plays
later Manning completed a 41-yard touchdown pass to
Tavarres King deep down the middle to cut the deficit to
14-13 with 5:23 left in the third quarter. Immediately after
King’s touchdown, the Packers scored the game’s last
24 points. Rodgers completed passes of 13 yards to
Jared Cook, 20 yards to Adams, and finished the 4-play
drive by connecting with Cobb on a 30-yard touch-
down. The Packers’ defense forced a three-and-out that
resulted in Mason Crosby’s 32-yard field goal to give
Green Bay a 24-13 lead. Another defensive three-and-
out led to an 80-yard drive, which included third-down
conversion catches of 34 yards by Montgomery and 12
yards by Adams, and finished with Cobb’s third touch-
down catch for a 31-13 lead with 9:27 remaining. Two
plays later Clay Matthews sacked Manning, forced him
to fumble, and recovered the ball. Aaron Ripkowski’s
1-yard touchdown run with 2:49 to play finished the
scoring. Rodgers was 25 of 40 for 362 yards and 4
touchdowns. Adams had 8 receptions for 125 yards
and 1 touchdown and Cobb hauled in 5 catches for 116
yards and 3 scores. Manning completed 23 of 44 pass-
es for 299 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception.

N.Y. Giants 3 3 7 0 — 13

Green Bay o 14 10 14 — 38

NYG — FG Gould 26

NYG — FG Gould 40

GB — Adams 5 pass from A. Rodgers
(Crosby kick)

GB — Cobb 42 pass from A. Rodgers

(Crosby kick)

NYG — King 41 pass from Manning (Gould kick)
GB — Cobb 30 pass from A. Rodgers
(Crosby kick)
GB — FG Crosby 32
GB — Cobb 16 pass from A. Rodgers
(Crosby kick)
GB — Ripkowski 1 run (Crosby kick)

SEATTLE 26, DETROIT 6—Russell Wilson passed for
224 yards and 2 touchdowns, and the defense did not
allow Detroit to run a play inside the Seahawks’ 30-yard
line, as Seattle won a postseason game for the fifth con-
secutive season. After a scoreless first quarter, on the
first play of the second quarter the Lions faced fourth-
and-1 on the Seattle 38-yard line. Matthew Stafford’s
short pass to Matthew Mulligan resulted in a 2-yard
loss. The Seahawks’ offense responded with a 60-yard
touchdown drive, capped by Wilson’s 2-yard touch-
down pass to Paul Richardson. An exchange of field
goals inside the 2-minute warning gave Seattle a 10-3
halftime lead. The Lions’ defense forced a punt to begin
the second half and the offense drove to the Seahawks’
35 to set up Matt Prater’s 53-yard field goal to pull with-
in 10-6. A 32-yard run by Thomas Rawls on third-and-1
on Seattle’s next drive led to Steven Hauschka’s 27-
yard field goal for a 13-6 lead with 14:15 to play. The

22
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Seahawks’ defense forced a three-and-out and Wilson
completed a 42-yard pass deep down the left side to
Doug Baldwin to set up Rawls’ 4-yard touchdown run
for a 19-6 Seattle advantage with 8:53 remaining. The
defense forced another punt, and the offense answered
with a game-clinching 84-yard drive that included three
third-down conversions, highlighted by Richardson’s
27-yard catch, and finished by Baldwin’s 13-yard scor-
ing grab with 3:43 remaining to finish the scoring. Wil-
son completed 23 of 30 for 224 yards and 2 touch-
downs. Rawls had 27 carries for 161 yards and 1 touch-
down. Stafford completed 18 of 32 passes for 205

yards.

Detroit 0 3 3 0O — 6

Seattle 0o 10 0 16 — 26

Sea — Richardson 2 pass from Wilson
(Hauschka kick)

Sea — FG Hauschka 43

Det — FG Prater 51

Det — FG Prater 53

Sea — FG Hauschka 27

Sea — Rawls 4 run (kick failed)

Sea — Baldwin 13 pass from Wilson
(Hauschka kick)

2015

GREEN BAY 35, WASHINGTON 18—Aaron Rodgers
passed for 2 touchdowns as the Packers rallied to de-
feat Washington. Preston Smith sacked Rodgers in the
end zone for a safety less than five minutes into the
game to begin the scoring. Washington extended the
lead to 5-0, and then Kirk Cousins twice connected with
Jordan Reed on third-down completions, a 20-yarder
and a 24-yard touchdown, early in the second quarter
for an 11-0 lead. The Redskins then forced an incom-
plete pass on third-and-4, but were flagged for 12 men
on the field. On the next play, Rodgers hit James Jones
with a 34-yard pass and capped the drive with a 12-yard
scoring toss to Randall Cobb. On the next possession,
Mike Neal forced Cousins to fumble at the Packers’ 46,
leading to Mason Crosby'’s field goal. On the final pos-
session of the half, Rodgers connected with Davonte
Adams twice, including a 20-yard pass on third down
and a 10-yard touchdown connection with 28 seconds
left in the half, to give Green Bay a 17-11 lead. Wash-
ington began the second half with a 73-yard touchdown
drive, highlighted by Reed’s 17-yard catch on fourth-
and-1, to take an 18-17 lead. The Packers answered by
scoring on their fourth consecutive possession, which
featured Eddie Lacy’s 11-yard run on fourth-and-1, for a
24-18 advantage. After forcing a punt, Lacy’s 2-yard
scoring run, and Jared Abbrederis’ two-point conver-
sion catch stretched the lead to 32-18 with 12:23 re-
maining. Green Bay led 35-18 when Neal sacked
Cousins in the red zone on fourth down with 2:46 to play.
Rodgers was 21 of 36 for 210 yards and 2 touchdowns.
Cousins was 29 of 46 for 329 yards and 1 touchdown.
Reed had 9 catches for 120 yards and 1 touchdown.
Green Bay 0o 17 7 11 — 35
Washington 5 6 7 0 — 18
Wash — Safety, Smith sacked Rodgers in end zone
Wash — FG Hopkins 25

Wash — Reed 24 pass from Cousins (kick failed)

GB — Cobb 12 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
GB — FG Crosby 43

GB — Adams 10 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Wash — Cousins 3 run (Hopkins kick)

GB — Starks 3 run (Crosby kick)

GB — Lacy 2 run (Abbrederis pass from Rodgers)
GB — FG Crosby 29

SEATTLE 10, MINNESOTA 9—Blair Walsh missed a
27-yard field goal with 26 seconds remaining as Seattle
escaped the negative-25 degree wind chill of Minneso-
ta with a victory. The game was the final played by the
Vikings at University of Minnesota’s TCF Bank Stadium,
and the first outdoor postseason game in the state
since the 1976 NFC Championship Game. The ele-
ments showed early, as Seattle mishandled their first
punt, giving the Vikings the ball at the Seahawks’ 29.
Walsh made a 22-yard field goal 10 plays later for a 3-0
lead. The Seahawks reached the Vikings’ 25 late in the
first half, but on fourth-and-13 from the 30-yard line, es-
chewed the potential tying field goal and Russell Wil-

son’s pass to Fred Jackson was completed for only
seven yards. Trailing 3-0 at halftime, Seattle opened the
second half by driving to the Vikings’ 40. On fourth-and-
3, Trey Waynes intercepted Wilson and retuned the ball
24 yards to set up Walsh’s 43-yard field goal. The
Vikings’ defense forced a punt, and a pair of penalties
helped set up Walsh’s third field, from 47 yards, for a
9-0 lead in the final seconds of the third quarter. The
momentum-turning play of the game occurred on the
next possession. Seattle drove to the Vikings’ 39, and
on first-and-10 the shotgun snap got past Wilson, who
raced back and picked up the ball at Seahawks’ 45. Wil-
son scrambled, extending the play and then firing a
strike downfield to Tyler Lockett, who caught the ball at
the 25-yard line and turned up field before being tack-
led at the 4-yard line. Wilson connected with Doug
Baldwin a few plays later for a touchdown. Two plays af-
ter that, Kam Chancellor forced Adrian Peterson to fum-
ble. Ahtyba Rubin recovered at the Vikings’ 40, and
Steven Hauschka connected on a 46-yard field goal for
a 10-9 lead with 8:04 to play. Minnesota’s defense
forced a Seattle punt and the Vikings took over on their
own 39-yard-line with 1:42 to play. A 19-yard pass inter-
ference penalty, followed by a 24-yard pass to Kyle
Rudolph, put Minnesota in the red zone. Three carries
by Peterson got the ball to the Seahawks’ 9, but Walsh’s
kicked sailed wide left. Wilson was 13 of 26 for 142
yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Teddy
Bridgewater was 17 of 24 for 146 yards.

Seattle 0 0 0o 10 — 10
Minnesota 3 0 6 0o — 9
Minn — FG Walsh 22

Minn — FG Walsh 43

Minn — FG Walsh 47

Sea — Baldwin 3 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)
Sea — FG Hauschka 46
2014

DALLAS 24, DETROIT 20—Terrance Williams caught 2
touchdown passes, including an 8-yard reception with
2:32 remaining, as Dallas scored the game’s final 17
points to defeat Detroit. The Lions scored on their first
two possessions to jump to a 14-0 lead. Golden Tate
began the scoring by taking a slant pass 51 yards for a
touchdown on the Lions’ fourth play. The second drive
lasted 14 plays and 99 yards, keyed by a running into
the punter penalty that allowed Detroit to maintain pos-
session, and capped by Reggie Bush’s 18-yard touch-
down run. The Cowboys were faced with third-and-12
on their own 24-yard line with 1:50 left in the half. Romo
completed a quick pass over the middle to Williams,
who outran the Lions for a 76-yard touchdown. Matt
Prater extended the lead with a pair of field goals, the
second coming with 8:41 left in the third quarter for
a 20-7 lead. On the next possession, Dez Bryant’s
43-yard reception helped the Cowboys reach the Lions’
1. DeMarco Murray was stopped for no gain on third-
and-goal, but the Cowboys went for it on fourth down
and Murray scored to cut the deficit to 20-14 with 2:54
remaining in the third quarter. The Cowboys’ defense
forced a three-and-out and Dan Bailey kicked a 51-yard
field goal on the ensuing possession to pull the Cow-
boys within three points with 12:16 to play. A 10-yard
punt by Sam Martin gave Dallas the ball at the Cow-
boys’ 41 with 8:10 remaining. Romo completed a 21-
yard pass to Jason Witten on fourth-and-6 from the Li-
ons’ 42-yard line, and ended the drive with the 8-yard
scoring pass to Williams on third-and-goal with 2:32 to
play. The Lions reached the Cowboys’ 42 with 1:00 left,
but on fourth-and-3 DeMarcus Lawrence sacked
Matthew Stafford, forced him to fumble, and recovered
the ball to clinch the victory. Romo was 19 of 31 for 293
yards and 2 touchdowns. Stafford was 28 of 42 for 323
yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception.

Detroit 14 3 3 0 — 20
Dallas 0 7 7 10 — 24
Det — Tate 51 pass from Stafford (Prater kick)
Det — Bush 18 run (Prater kick)

Dall — Williams 76 pass from Romo (Bailey kick)
Det — FG Prater 39

Det — FG Prater 37

Dall — Murray 1 run (Bailey kick)

Dall — FG Bailey 51

Dall — Williams 8 pass from Romo (Bailey kick)

CAROLINA 27, ARIZONA 16—The Panthers’ defense
established an NFL postseason record by allowing just
78 total yards as Carolina won the franchise’s first post-
season victory in nine years. The Panthers’ defense
forced 3 turnovers and registered 4 sacks against Ryan
Lindley, who was the third starting quarterback of the
season for Arizona after injuries to Carson Palmer and
Drew Stanton. Carolina jumped to a 10-0 lead and
forced the Cardinals’ third punt of the first quarter, but
Brenton Bersin muffed the return and Justin Bethel re-
covered at the Panthers’ 30. A roughing-the-passer
penalty and a 14-yard pass to Larry Fitzgerald set up
Lindley’s 1-yard touchdown pass to Darren Fells to pull
the Cardinals within three points. A 50-yard interception
return by Antonio Cromartie in the second quarter to the
Panthers’ 17 set up Marion Grice’s 1-yard touchdown
run to give the Cardinals a 14-10 lead with 2:50 left in
the half. Despite their lack of offense, the Cardinals held
the lead until Carolina scored 14 points in 92 seconds.
Cam Newton tossed a short pass to Fozzy Whittaker
that resulted in a 39-yard touchdown and 20-14 lead
with 5:36 left in the third quarter. Ted Ginn, Jr. fumbled the
ensuing kickoff return and Kevin Reddick recovered at
the Cardinals’ 3 to set up Newton’s 1-yard scoring pass
to Mike Tolbert for a 27-14 advantage with 4:04 on the
clock. Newton fumbled early in the fourth quarter and
Rashad Johnson returned the ball 30 yards to the Pan-
thers’ 8, but on the next play Luke Kuechly intercepted
Lindley’s pass with 11:48 to play. Punter Brad Nortman
took a safety with three seconds left to finish the scor-
ing. Newton was 18 of 32 for 198 yards and 2 touch-
downs, with 1 interception. Jonathan Stewart rushed 24
times for 123 yards and a touchdown. Lindley complet-
ed 16 of 28 passes for 82 yards and 1 touchdown, with
2 interceptions.

Arizona 0 14 0 2 — 16
Carolina 10 3 14 0o — 27
Car — FG Gano 47

Car — Stewart 13 run (Gano kick)

Ariz  — Fells 1 pass from Lindley (Catanzaro kick)
Ariz  — Grice 1 run (Catanzaro kick)

Car — FG Gano 39

Car — Whittaker 39 pass from Newton (Gano kick)
Car — Tolbert 1 pass from Newton (Gano kick)
Ariz — Safety, Bethel tackled Nortman in end zone
2013

SAN FRANCISCO 23, GREEN BAY 20—Phil Dawson
kicked a 33-yard field goal as time expired as the 12-4
San Francisco 49ers knocked the Green Bay Packers
out of the postseason for the second consecutive year.
The 49ers drove inside the Packers’ 30 on each of their
first three first-half possessions, but Green Bay’s de-
fense forced two short field goals and an interception
by Tramon Williams thwarted the third drive. Aaron
Rodgers engineered a 14-play, 70-yard touchdown
drive following the interception to stake the Packers to
a7-6lead. A 42-yard run by Colin Kaepernick on the en-
suing possession led to Frank Gore’s 10-yard touch-
down run for a 13-7 49ers’ lead with 1:48 left in the half.
With the score 13-10, the Packers drove 12 plays in 80
yards, highlighted by Randall Cobb’s 26-yard reception
on fourth-and-2 to the 49ers’ 4, and capped by John
Kuhn’s 1-yard scoring run with 12:06 to play, fora 17-13
Green Bay lead. The 49ers needed less than two min-
utes to retake the lead, as LaMichael James returned
the ensuing kickoff 37 yards, Kaepernick scrambled for
24 yards and then completed a 28-yard touchdown
pass to Vernon Davis deep down the middle for a 20-17
lead with 10:31 remaining. Cobb’s 25-yard catch to the
49ers’ 9-yard line put the Packers within striking dis-
tance, but the 49ers’ defense stiffened in the red zone
and Mason Crosby’s 24-yard field goal tied the game
with 5:06 left. With 4:09 remaining, Kaepernick com-
pleted a 17-yard pass to Michael Crabtree on third-
and-10, and with 1:13 left his 11-yard scramble on third-
and-8 to the Packers’ 27 set up Dawson’s game-win-
ning 33-yard field goal as time expired. Kaepernick
completed 16 of 30 passes for 227 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception. In addition, he had seven car-
ries for a game-high 98 rushing yards. Crabtree had
eight receptions for 125 yards. Rodgers was 17 of 26 for
177 yards and 1 touchdown.
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San Francisco 6 7 0 10 — 23

Green Bay 0 10 0 10 — 20

SF — FG Dawson 22

SF — FG Dawson 25

GB — Nelson 5 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)

SF — Gore 10 run (Dawson kick)

GB — FG Crosby 34

GB — Kuhn 1 run (Crosby kick)

SF — Davis 28 pass from Kaepernick
(Dawson kick)

GB — FG Crosby 34

SF — FG Dawson 33

NEW ORLEANS 26, PHILADELPHIA 24—Shayne
Graham kicked a 32-yard field goal as time expired to
lift the New Orleans Saints to the first postseason road
victory in franchise history. The Saints outgained the
Philadelphia Eagles 434-256 in total yards and controlled
the ball for nearly 35 of the games’ 60 minutes. DeMe-
co Ryans’ interception and 23-yard return in the second
quarter set up Nick Foles’ 10-yard touchdown pass to
Riley Cooper to give the Eagles a 7-3 lead. The Saints
responded by driving for a field goal just before half-
time, and then driving 57 and 66 yards on their first two
second-half possessions for touchdowns to take a 20-7
lead with 3:54 left in the third quarter. Brad Smith re-
turned the ensuing kickoff 35 yards and Foles connect-
ed on a 40-yard pass to DeSean Jackson. On fourth-
and-goal, LeSean McCoy scored on a 1-yard run to cut
the deficit to 20-14. Graham'’s third field goal gave New
Orleans a 23-17 lead with 8:04 to play, but the Eagles
with a 77-yard drive, capped by Foles’ 3-yard touch-
down pass to Zach Ertz for a 24-23 lead with 4:54 to
play. Darren Sproles responded with a 39-yard kickoff
return, with a 15-yard horse-collar tackle penalty added
at the end, to put the ball on the Eagles’ 48. Drew Brees
twice converted quarterback sneaks on third-and-1 to
set up Graham’s winning kick. Brees was 20 of 30 for
250 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Foles
was 23 of 33 for 195 yards and 2 touchdowns.

New Orleans 0 6 14 6 — 26
Philadelphia 0 7 7 10 — 24
NO — FG S. Graham 36

Phil  — Cooper 10 pass from Foles (Henery kick)

NO — FG S. Graham 46

NO — Moore 24 pass from Brees (S. Graham kick)

NO — Ingram 4 run (S. Graham kick)
Phil  — McCoy 1 run (Henery kick)
Phil — FG Henery 31

NO — FGS. Graham 35
Phil  — Ertz 3 pass from Foles (Henery kick)
NO — FG S. Graham 32

2012

SEATTLE 24, WASHINGTON 14—Marshawn Lynch
rushed for 132 yards and his 27-yard touchdown run
midway through the fourth quarter lifted the Seahawks to
the franchise’s first road postseason victory since 1983.
The Redskins began the game with touchdown drives of
80 and 54 yards, both capped by 4-yard touchdown
passes by Robert Griffin lll, to stake the Redskins to a
14-0 lead with 2:26 left in the first quarter. Griffin appeared
to tweak his knee just before the second touchdown,
however, and the Seahawks’ defense allowed just 74 to-
tal yards in the game’s final three quarters. Trailing 14-0,
the Redskins’ defense immediately forced Seattle into a
third-and-12 situation, but Russell Wilson completed a
12-yard pass to Zach Miller for a first down. Wilson’s 19-
yard scramble and 27-yard pass moments later to Sid-
ney Rice highlighted a drive that culminated with Steven
Hauschka’s 32-yard field goal. The Seahawks’ defense
forced a three-and-out, and Lynch had a 20-yard run on
the ensuing drive en route to Michael Robinson’s 4-yard
touchdown catch to pull the Seahawks within 14-10. Two
plays later, Earl Thomas intercepted Giriffin’s deep pass,
and Wilson’s 33-yard pass to Doug Baldwin set up
Hauschka’s 29-yard field goal as the half expired. Trailing
14-13 in the fourth quarter, Wilson and Miller hooked up
for another key third-down conversion, 22 yards on third-
and-10, to set up Lynch’s 27-yard touchdown run, which
came on third-and-5 with 7:08 to play. Wilson completed
the 2-point conversion pass to Miller to take a 21-14 lead.
After the kickoff, Bruce Irvin sacked Giriffin for a 12-yard
loss. On the next play from scrimmage, Giriffin fumbled

the snap and Clinton McDonald recovered at the Red-
skins’ 5. The Redskins’ defense held Seattle to a field
goal with 5:32 to play. Kirk Cousins entered the game at
quarterback, but Washington was unable to drive past
midfield on its final two possessions. Wilson was 15 of 26
for 187 yards and 1 touchdown. Lynch carried 20 times
for 132 yards. Griffin was 10 of 19 for 84 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Cousins completed 3 of
10 passes for 31 yards.

Seattle 0 13 0o M 24
Washington 14 0 0 0 — 14
Wash — Royster 4 pass from Giriffin (Forbath kick)
Wash — Paulsen 4 pass from Giriffin (Forbath kick)

Sea — FG Hauschka 32

Sea — Robinson 4 pass from Wilson
(Hauschka kick)

Sea — FG Hauschka 29

Sea — Lynch 27 run (Miller pass from Wilson)

Sea — FG Hauschka 22

GREEN BAY 24, MINNESOTA 10—Aaron Rodgers
passed for 274 yards and 1 touchdown and John Kuhn
scored 3 touchdowns as the Packers defeated the
Vikings. Minnesota played the game without Christian
Ponder, who suffered an elbow injury in week 17. Joe
Webb, who had not attempted a pass all season, com-
pleted 11 of 30 passes for 180 yards and 1 touchdown,
with 1 interception, and carried seven times for 68
yards. Webb’s versatility was on display on the Vikings’
first drive, as Minnesota drove 53 yards in 10 plays to
take a 3-0 lead on Blair Walsh’s 33-yard field goal. The
Packers’ defense allowed just three first downs the rest
of the half, while the offense had scoring drives of 82,
72, and 62 yards. The last drive was highlighted by
passes of 22 and 23 yards from Rodgers to Jordy Nel-
son, and capped by Kuhn’s 3-yard touchdown run for a
17-3 lead with 38 seconds left in half. Green Bay
opened the second half with the ball and methodically
drove 80 yards in 12 plays. The possession was kept
alive when Minnesota was flagged for 12 men on the
field during a field-goal attempt on fourth-and-4, and
culminated with Rodgers’ 9-yard touchdown pass to
Kuhn. The Vikings pierced the goal line for the first time
with 3:39 to play when Webb connected on a deep 50-
yard touchdown pass to Michael Jenkins, but Rodgers
completed a 6-yard pass to Nelson on third-and-5 with
3:20 left to help Green Bay clinch the victory. Rodgers
was 23 of 33 for 274 yards and 1 touchdown. Adrian Pe-
terson, who in 2012 established the second-highest
single-season rushing total in NFL history, carried the
ball 22 times for 99 yards.
Minnesota 3 0 0 7

Green Bay 7 10 7 0 — 24
Minn — FG Walsh 33

GB — Harris 9 run (Crosby kick)

GB — FG Crosby 20

GB — Kuhn 3 run (Crosby kick)

GB — Kuhn 9 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Minn — Jenkins 50 pass from Webb (Walsh kick)

2011

NEW YORK GIANTS 24, ATLANTA 2—Eli Manning
passed for 3 touchdowns and the Giants’ defense per-
mitted just 247 yards to defeat the Falcons. On the first
play of the second quarter, faced with fourth-and-1 from
the Giants’ 24, Atlanta attempted a quarterback sneak
but Matt Ryan was stopped for no gain. Three plays lat-
er, Manning, while in the end zone and being pressured
by James Sanders, threw the ball away but was flagged
for intentional grounding and a safety. Following the
free kick, the Giants’ defense forced a punt, and the of-
fense drove 85 yards in 13 plays, keyed by Brandon Ja-
cobs’ 2-yard gain on fourth-and-1, and capped by Man-
ning’s 4-yard touchdown pass to Hakeem Nicks for a
7-2 lead. The Giants drove 72 yards for a field goal on
their first possession of the second half, and the Fal-
cons answered by driving to the Giants’ 21. Faced with
fourth-and-1, Ryan again attempted a quarterback
sneak but was stopped for no gain. Three plays later,
Nicks took a short pass and outran the Falcons for a 72-
yard touchdown and 17-2 advantage. Manning capped
the day with an 85-yard drive on New York’s next pos-
session that culminated with Mario Manningham’s 27-
yard scoring catch with 9:55 to play. Manning was 23 of

32 for 277 yards and 3 touchdowns. Nicks had 6 catch-
es for 115 yards. Ryan was 24 of 41 for 199 yards.

Atlanta 0 2 0 0o — 2

New York Giants 0 7 10 7 — 24

Atl  — Safety, intentional grounding by Manning
in end zone

NYG — Nicks 4 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)

NYG — FG Tynes 22

NYG — Nicks 72 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)

NYG — Manningham 27 pass from Manning
(Tynes kick)

NEW ORLEANS 45, DETROIT 28—Drew Brees passed
for 466 yards and 3 touchdowns as the Saints rallied
from a halftime deficit to defeat the Lions. Detroit was
playing its first postseason game since 1999, and
gained 412 total yards, but permitted 626 yards. In the
first half, the Lions scored two touchdowns on offense
and the defense forced two fumbles, slowing down the
Saints and leading 14-7. But the Saints drove 78 yards,
including a fourth-and-1 run by Chris Ivory for a first
down, and finished the half with John Kasay’s 24-yard
field goal to pull within 14-10. The Saints needed just
four plays after the second half kickoff, capped by Brees’
41-yard touchdown pass to Devery Henderson, for a
17-14 lead. The Saints’ defense forced a punt, and the
offense converted a third-and-11 and fourth-and-1 situa-
tions on the ensuing 92-yard drive that ended with Jim-
my Graham'’s 3-yard touchdown catch for a 24-14 lead.
Detroit answered with 21- and 42-yard catches by Calvin
Johnson to set up Matthew Stafford’s 1-yard sneak to
trim the deficit to 24-21 with 1:08 left in the third quarter.
The Saints converted third-and-8 and fourth-and-2 on
the next drive and finished a 14-play, 80-yard drive with
Darren Sproles’ 17-yard run to stretch the lead to 31-21
with 9:53 to play. On the next play from scrimmage,
Jabari Greer intercepted Stafford’s deep pass, and
Brees took advantage of the turnover by throwing a
56-yard touchdown pass to Robert Meachem with 7:29
left for a 38-21 lead. Johnson’s 12-yard touchdown
catch with 4:40 left pulled the Lions within 38-28, but
Jonathon Amaya recovered the onside kick and Pierre
Thomas scored four plays later to finish the scoring.
Brees was 33 of 43 for 466 yards and 3 touchdowns.
Marques Colston had 7 catches for 120 yards. Stafford
was 28 of 43 for 380 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 in-
terceptions. Johnson had 12 catches for 211 yards.
Detroit 7 7 7 7 — 28
New Orleans 0 10 14 21 — 45
Det — Heller 10 pass from Stafford (Hanson kick)
NO — Sproles 2 run (Kasay kick)

Det — Johnson 13 pass from Stafford (Hanson kick)
NO — FG Kasay 24
NO — Henderson 41 pass from Brees (Kasay kick)

NO — Graham 3 pass from Brees (Kasay kick)
Det — Stafford 1 run (Hanson kick)

NO — Sproles 17 run (Kasay kick)

NO — Meachem 56 pass from Brees (Kasay kick)

Det — Johnson 12 pass from Stafford (Hanson kick)
NO — Thomas 1 run (Kasay kick)
2010

GREEN BAY 21, PHILADELPHIA 16—Aaron Rodgers
passed for 3 touchdowns, James Starks ran for a ca-
reer-high 123 yards, and Tramon Williams intercepted a
pass in the end zone with 44 seconds remaining to give
Green Bay a road playoff victory. Omar Gaither recov-
ered a muffed punted two minutes into the game, but
David Akers’ 41-yard field-goal attempt sailed wide right
moments later. The Packers drove 68 yards in 10 plays
on their second possession, capped by Tom Crabtree’s
7-yard scoring catch, for a 7-0 lead. The Packers’ de-
fense forced a punt and the offense methodically drove
57 yards in 12 plays, keyed by Rodgers’ 8-yard scram-
ble on third-and-5 that was immediately followed by his
9-yard touchdown pass to James Jones for a 14-0 lead
with 5:21 left in the second quarter. The Eagles re-
sponded with a field goal and then, early in the second
half, Darryl Tapp sacked Rodgers and forced him to
fumble. Juqua Parker recovered, and two plays later
Michael Vick completed a 24-yard touchdown pass to
Jason Avant, trimming the deficit to 14-10. The Packers
then used a 20-yard pass to Donald Driver, 19-yard run
by Starks, and 16-yard pass to John Kuhn to set up
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Brandon Jackson’s 16-yard touchdown catch for a
21-10 lead. Early in the fourth quarter, the Packers’ de-
fense stopped LeSean McCoy for no gain on third-and-
1, and Akers’ 34-yard field-goal attempt again sailed
wide right with 13:05 to play. The Eagles’ defense
forced a punt, and 16-yard catches by McCoy and
Brent Celek led to Vick’s 1-yard quarterback sneak for
a touchdown on fourth-and-goal with 4:02 to play. The
Packers’ defense stopped Vick’s 2-point conversion
pass attempt, however, and Green Bay led 21-16.
Keenan Clayton’s third-down sack of Rodgers forced a
Packers’ punt, and DeSean Jackson’s 14-yard return
gave the Eagles the ball at their own 34-yard-line with
1:45 remaining. A 28-yard pass to Jackson and 11-yard
catch by Riley Cooper put the ball at the Packers’ 27
with 44 seconds to play. But on the next play Vick’s
pass for Cooper in the end zone was intercepted by
Williams to clinch the road victory for Green Bay.
Rodgers completed 18 of 27 passes for 180 yards and
3 touchdowns. Starks rushed 23 times for 123 yards.
Vick was 20 of 36 for 292 yards and 1 touchdown, with
1 interception.

Green Bay 7 7 7 0o — 21
Philadelphia 0 3 7 6 — 16
GB — Crabtree 7 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
GB — Jones 9 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Phil — FG Akers 29

Phil — Avant 24 pass from Vick (Akers kick)

GB — Jackson 16 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Phil — Vick 1 run (pass failed)

SEATTLE 41, NEW ORLEANS 36—Matt Hasselbeck
passed for 4 touchdowns and Marshawn Lynch had a
remarkable 67-yard touchdown run in the waning
moments as the Seahawks defeated the defending
Super Bowl champions. The Saints scored on their first
three possessions, with Julius Jones’ 5-yard touch-
down run staking New Orleans to a 17-7 lead with 13:38
left in the second quarter. Seattle wasted little time in
responding, keyed by a 39-yard pass to Cameron Mor-
rah, and capped by John Carlson’s 7-yard scoring
catch, the Seahawks cut the deficit to 17-14. After an ex-
change of punts, Raheem Brock forced Jones to
fumble. David Hawthorne recovered and Olindo Mare
kicked a 29-yard field goal to tie the game. Seattle’s de-
fense forced another punt, and the offense drove 76
yards in nine plays, capped by Brandon Stokley’s
45-yard touchdown grab with 1:15 left in the half. New
Orleans drove 77 yards and cut the lead to 24-20 with
Garrett Hartley’s 22-yard field goal as the half expired.
Seattle began the second half with the ball, and once
again had success throwing deep, as Ben Obomanu’s
18-yard reception set up Mike Williams’ 38-yard touch-
down catch for a 31-20 lead. After a Saints punt, Mare’s
second field goal expanded the lead to 34-20 with 5:27
remaining in the third quarter. After an exchange of
punts, Jones’ second touchdown culminated an
87-yard Saints drive and trimmed the deficit to 34-27
with 13:11 to play. Following a three-and-out, Jones’
33-yard catch led to Hartley’s 21-yard field goal with
9:13 to play. After an exchange of punts, the Seahawks
faced second-and-10 from their own 33-yard line with
3:38 remaining. Lynch took the handoff and ran over
right tackle. Lynch broke a pair of tackles at the line of
scrimmage, two tackles near midfield, and then stiff-
armed a defender near the Saints’ 35. With a convoy of
blockers, Lynch stepped out of another tackle attempt
and weaved his way through three more defenders
before falling into the end zone. The crowd’s reaction to
Lynch’s 67-yard touchdown run registered on the seis-
mic Richter scale under Qwest Field. Down 11 points
with 3:22 to play, Drew Brees engineered a 70-yard
scoring drive. Devery Henderson’s touchdown catch
pulled New Orleans within 41-36 with 1:30 to play, but
the Seahawks stopped DeShawn Wynn’s 2-point con-
version running play, and Carlson recovered the ensu-
ing onside kick to ensure victory. Hasselbeck was 22 of
35 for 272 yards and 4 touchdowns, with 1 interception.
Lynch carried 19 times for 131 yards. Brees was 39 of
60 for 404 yards and 2 touchdowns.

New Orleans 10 10 0o 16
Seattle 7 17 10 7
NO — FG Hartley 26

NO — Evans 1 pass from Brees (Hartley kick)

— 36
— 41

Sea — Carlson 11 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare kick)
NO — Jones 5 run (Hartley kick)

Sea — Carlson 7 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare kick)
Sea — FG Mare 29
Sea — Stokley 45 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare kick)

NO — FG Hartley 22

Sea — M. Williams 38 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare
kick)
Sea — FG Mare 39

NO — Jones 4 run (Hartley kick)
NO — FG Hartley 21

Sea — Lynch 67 run (Mare kick)
NO — Henderson 6 pass from Brees (run failed)
2009

ARIZONA 51, GREEN BAY 45 (OT)—Michael Adams
stripped Aaron Rodgers of the ball, and Karlos Dansby
recovered the fumble in midair and ran 17 yards for the
game-winning touchdown in overtime as Arizona won
the highest-scoring postseason game in NFL history.
Kurt Warner, who threw more touchdowns (5) than in-
completions (4), was nearly flawless. Warner’s 87.9
completion percentage (29 of 33) was the third-best
in NFL postseason history. Not to be outdone, Rodgers,
who was making his first playoff start, passed for 423
yards and 4 touchdowns. The two teams combined for
a NFL-postseason-record 62 first downs. Turnovers on
two of the Packers’ first three plays from scrimmage
led directly to Arizona touchdowns and a 14-0 lead. Ari-
zona led 24-10 at halftime, and needed just six plays to
drive 80 yards, capped by Larry Fitzgerald’s 33-yard
touchdown catch, for a 31-10 third-quarter lead.
Rodgers responded with a 6-yard touchdown pass to
Greg Jennings on third-and-goal to cut the deficit to
31-17 with 7:20 left in the third quarter. Mason Crosby
then attempted an onside kick and Brandon Under-
wood recovered for the Packers. Ahman Green gained
four yards on fourth-and-1, and Jordy Nelson’s 11-yard
touchdown catch moments later pulled the Packers to
within 31-24. Beanie Wells’ 42-yard run set up Fitzger-
ald’s second touchdown grab of the quarter for a 38-24
lead. Green Bay then drove to the Arizona 30-yard line.
Facing fourth-and-5 early in the fourth quarter and trail-
ing by 14, Rodgers completed a short pass to James
Jones that resulted in a 30-yard touchdown. The Pack-
ers’ defense forced a punt, and Rodgers completed
consecutive passes of 38 yards (to Jermichael Finley)
and 28 yards (to Donald Driver) that led to John Kuhn’s
1-yard game-tying scoring run with 10:57 to play.
Green Bay had scored 28 points in 11 minutes, 23 sec-
onds. Warner completed 6 of 7 passes on the next
drive and took more than six minutes off the clock,
capped by Steve Breaston’s 17-yard touchdown catch,
for a 45-38 lead with 4:55 left. Finley had a key 9-yard
catch on the following drive to set up Spencer Havner’s
game-tying grab with 1:52 to play. Arizona drove to the
Packers’ 16, but Neil Rackers’ 34-yard field-goal at-
tempt sailed wide left. In overtime, Green Bay won the
toss, but on third-and-6, a blitzing Adams stripped
Rodgers of the ball. Dansby had the ball fall into his
hands, and he ran untouched for the game-winning
touchdown just 1:18 into overtime. Warner was 29 of
33 for 379 yards and 5 touchdowns. Breaston had 7
catches for 125 yards. Rodgers was 28 of 42 for 423
yards, 4 touchdowns, and 1 interception. Finley had 6
receptions for 159 yards and Jennings added 8 catch-
es for 130 yards.

Green Bay o 10 14 21 0 — 45

Arizona 17 7 14 7 6 — 51

Ariz — Hightower 1 run (Rackers kick)

Ariz — Doucet 15 pass from Warner (Rackers kick)
Ariz — FG Rackers 23

GB — Rodgers 1 run (Crosby kick)
Ariz — Doucet 15 pass from Warner (Rackers kick)
GB — FG Crosby 20
Ariz  — Fitzgerald 33 pass from Warner

(Rackers kick)
GB — Jennings 6 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
GB — Nelson 11 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Ariz  — Fitzgerald 11 pass from Warner

(Rackers kick)
GB — Jones 30 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
GB — Kuhn 1 run (Crosby kick)
Ariz  — Breaston 17 pass from Warner (Rackers kick)

GB — Havner 11 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Ariz — Dansby 17 fumble return

DALLAS 34, PHILADELPHIA 14—Tony Romo passed
for 2 touchdowns and the Cowboys scored on all five of
their second-quarter possessions to post the fran-
chise’s first playoff victory since 1996. The Cowboys
converted 9 of 16 third-down situations, while permit-
ting Philadelphia to convert just 2 of 11 third downs, al-
lowing Dallas to maintain possession for 39 minutes, 34
seconds. A 40-yard pass interference penalty gave Dal-
las the ball at the Eagles’ 1-yard line two plays into the
second quarter. Rookie John Phillips caught Romo’s 1-
yard touchdown pass on the next play for a 7-0 lead.
Two plays later, out of the Wildcat formation, Michael
Vick completed a 76-yard touchdown pass deep down
the left sideline to Jeremy Maclin to tie the game. Romo
completed passes on third-and-9 and third-and-7 on
the next possession, and Tashard Choice capped the
10-play, 85-yard drive with a 1-yard run for a 14-7 lead.
The Cowboys’ defense then forced a punt, and Patrick
Crayton returned it 31 yards, which led to Shaun
Suisham'’s field goal with 3:39 left in the half. Two plays
later, Vick came in but fumbled the Shotgun snap. Bob-
by Carpenter recovered at the Eagles’ 18, and Romo’s
6-yard touchdown pass to Miles Austin three plays later
made it 24-7 with 1:55 remaining in the second quarter.
Five plays later, Bradie James forced Leonard Weaver
to fumble. James also recovered the ball, and
Suisham’s 48-yard field goal just before halftime gave
Dallas a 27-7 lead. Felix Jones’ 73-yard touchdown run
in the third quarter helped secure the victory. Romo was
23 of 35 for 244 yards and 2 touchdowns. Jones rushed
16 times for 148 yards. Donovan McNabb was 17 of 39
for 230 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception.
Maclin had 7 catches for 146 yards.

Philadelphia 0 7 0 7 — 14
Dallas o 27 7 0 — 34
Dall — Phillips 1 pass from Romo (Suisham kick)

Phil — Maclin 76 pass from Vick (Akers kick)

Dall — Choice 1 run (Suisham kick)

Dall — FG Suisham 25

Dall — Austin 6 pass from Romo (Suisham kick)
Dall — FG Suisham 48

Dall — Jones 73 run (Suisham kick)

Phil — D. Jackson 4 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
2008

PHILADELPHIA 26, MINNESOTA 14—Brian West-
brook had a key 71-yard touchdown catch and David
Akers kicked four field goals as the sixth-seeded Eagles
defeated the Vikings. The Eagles kicked field goals on
three consecutive possessions in the first half for a 9-7
lead, and three plays later Asante Samuel returned an
interception 44 yards for a touchdown and 16-7 lead.
The Vikings, however, answered with a 64-yard drive
capped by Adrian Peterson’s 3-yard run with 1:51 left in
the half to cut the deficit to 16-14. The Eagles’ defense
forced the Vikings to punt on their first five second-half
possessions. On the first play after the fourth punt,
Westbrook took a swing pass from McNabb and raced
71 yards for a touchdown and 23-14 lead with 6:37 to
play. The Vikings drove to midfield later in the quarter,
but Tarvaris Jackson fumbled the snap and Juqua Park-
er recovered with 2:49 remaining to set up Akers’ fourth
field goal with 1:55 to play. McNabb was 23 of 34 for 300
yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Jackson
was 15 of 35 for 164 yards, with 1 interception.

Philadelphia 6 10 0 10 — 26
Minnesota 0o 14 0 0o — 14
Phil — FG Akers 43

Phil — FG Akers 51

Minn — Peterson 40 run (Longwell kick)

Phil — FG Akers 31

Phil — Samuel 44 interception return (Akers kick)

Minn — Peterson 3 run (Longwell kick)

Phil  — Westbrook 71 pass from McNabb
(Akers kick)
Phil  — FG Akers 45

ARIZONA 30, ATLANTA 24—Kurt Warner passed for
271 yards and 2 touchdowns as the Cardinals rallied to
win their first home playoff game in 61 years. Ralph
Brown intercepted Matt Ryan’s first-career postseason
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pass attempt, and four plays later Warner took a flea-
flicker toss and connected with Larry Fitzgerald on a
long pass down the left side. Fitzgerald caught the ball
in midair, in between two defenders and while falling
backwards, for a 42-yard touchdown and 7-0 lead.
Three plays after Jason Elam’s second-quarter field
goal, Anquan Boldin took a short pass that resulted in a
71-yard touchdown and 14-3 lead. Ryan responded
with a 14-play, 77-yard drive, which consisted of three
third-down conversions, and capped by Michael
Turner’s 7-yard touchdown with 2:55 left in the half.
Three plays later, Chevis Jackson intercepted Warner
and Ryan completed on a 2-yard touchdown pass to
Justin Peelle with 23 seconds left in the half for a 17-14
Atlanta lead. Two plays into the second half, Ryan lost
the snap. Antrel Rolle recovered and raced 27 yards for
a go-ahead touchdown. The Cardinals converted four
third-down situations on a 76-yard drive later in the third
quarter, capped by Tim Hightower’s 4-yard run for a
28-17 lead. After Ben Graham’s 31-yard punt pinned
the Falcons deep, Antonio Smith sacked Ryan for a
safety and 30-17 lead with 12:37 to play. The Falcons’
defense forced a punt, and on fourth-and-6, Ryan com-
pleted a short pass to Jerious Norwood that resulted in
a 28-yard gain. Five plays later, Roddy White caught a
5-yard touchdown with 4:15 remaining to pull within
30-24. Warner’s 23-yard pass to Stephen Spach with
2:00 remaining iced the victory. Warner was 19 of 32 for
271 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception.
Fitzgerald had 6 receptions for 101 yards. Ryan was 26
of 40 for 199 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 2 intercep-
tions. White had 11 catches for 84 yards.

Atlanta 0o 17 0 7 — 24
Arizona 7 7 14 2 — 30
Ariz  — Fitzgerald 42 pass from Warner

(Rackers kick)
Atl — FG Elam 30
Ariz — Boldin 71 pass from Warner (Rackers kick)
Atl  — Turner 7 run (Elam kick)
Atl  — Peelle 2 pass from Ryan (Elam kick)
Ariz — Rolle 27 fumble return (Rackers kick)
Ariz — Hightower 4 run (Rackers kick)
Ariz  — Safety, Ryan sacked by A. Smith in end zone
Atl  — White 5 pass from Ryan (Elam kick)
2007

NEW YORK GIANTS 24, TAMPA BAY 14—Eli Manning
passed for 2 touchdowns as the Giants, who had won
their final seven regular-season road games, again won
away from home. Trailing 7-0 early in the second quar-
ter, Manning connected on a 13-yard pass to Amani
Toomer on third-and-9 to set up his 5-yard touchdown
pass to Brandon Jacobs to tie the game. The Giants’
defense then forced a three-and-out. Manning complet-
ed another key third-down pass, a 21-yard strike to
Steve Smith, that led to Jacobs’ 8-yard touchdown for a
14-7 lead. The Giants opened the second half with
Corey Webster recovering Micheal Spurlock’s fumble
to set up a field goal. The Buccaneers then drove to the
Giants’ 27, but Webster intercepted Jeff Garcia’s pass
in the end zone for a touchback. The Giants put the
game away early in the fourth quarter with a 15-play,
92-yard drive that featured seven carries by Ahmad
Bradshaw for 38 yards, and was capped by Manning’s
4-yard touchdown pass to Toomer on third-and-goal
with 8:03 to play for a 24-7 lead. The Buccaneers
answered with an 88-yard touchdown drive, and got the
ball back with 2:10 to play, but R.W. McQuarters inter-
cepted Garcia’s deep pass with 1:53 remaining to
clinch the victory. Manning was 20 of 27 for 185 yards
and 2 touchdowns. Garcia was 23 of 39 for 207 yards
and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions.

N.Y. Giants 0 14 3 7 — 24
Tampa Bay 7 0 0 7 — 14
TB — Graham 1 run (Bryant kick)

NYG — Jacobs 5 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)
NYG — Jacobs 8 run (Tynes kick)

NYG — FG Tynes 25

NYG — Toomer 4 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)
TB — A. Smith 6 pass from Garcia (Bryant kick)

SEATTLE 35, WASHINGTON 14—Matt Hasselbeck
passed for 229 yards and the Seahawks’ defense re-
turned 2 fourth-quarter interceptions for touchdowns to

lead Seattle to victory. Midway through the first quarter,
Fred Smoot recovered a fumble by Shaun Alexander,
but replay reversed the call. On the next play, Leonard
Weaver ran 17 yards for a touchdown and 7-0 lead. The
Redskins punted to end each of their first seven pos-
sessions, and on the eighth possession Mike Sellers
was stopped for no gain on fourth-and-1 from the Sea-
hawks’ 43 with 1:21 left in the half, allowing Seattle to
take a 10-0 lead into the locker room. With the score
13-0, the Redskins drove 12 plays in 84 yards, capped
by Todd Collins’ 7-yard touchdown pass to Antwaan
Randle El on third-and-6 on the first play of the fourth
quarter. Two plays later, LaRon Landry intercepted Has-
selbeck’s pass. Three plays after the interception,
Collins hit a streaking Santana Moss deep down the left
sideline for a 30-yard touchdown and 14-13 Washing-
ton lead with 12:38 to play. On the ensuing kickoff, the
harsh wind forced the ball to drop suddenly. It fell un-
touched and was recovered by Anthony Mix at the Sea-
hawks’ 14-yard line. However, Shaun Suisham’s
30-yard field-goal attempt was wide left with 11:37 re-
maining. Landry responded with his second intercep-
tion, at the Redskins’ 9, to thwart the drive. But Seattle’s
defense forced a three-and-out, and Hasselbeck’s
15-yard pass to Nate Burleson on third-and-6 set up his
20-yard touchdown pass to D.J. Hackett. Marcus Pol-
lard caught the 2-point conversion pass for a 21-14 lead
with 6:06 left. Rock Cartwright returned the ensuing
kickoff 55 yards, but on the next play Marcus Trufant in-
tercepted Collins’ pass and returned it 78 yards for a
touchdown. Washington drove to the Seahawks’ 31,
but Collins’ fourth-down pass fell incomplete with 2:41
remaining. The Redskins’ defense forced a final punt,
and Jordan Babineaux intercepted Collins’ pass and re-
turned it 57 yards for the final touchdown with 27 sec-
onds remaining to complete the scoring. The 2 fourth-
quarter interceptions thrown by Collins were his first in
10 years, and the game marked the first time in 18 play-
off games that Joe Gibbs had lost when leading in the
second half. Gibbs retired two days later. Hasselbeck
was 20 of 32 for 229 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 in-
terceptions. Hackett had 6 catches for 101 yards.
Collins was 29 of 50 for 266 yards and 2 touchdowns,
with 2 interceptions. Randle El had 10 receptions for 94

yards.

Washington 0 0 0o 14 — 14
Seattle 7 3 3 22 — 35
Sea — Weaver 17 run (J. Brown kick)

Sea — FG J. Brown 50

Sea — FG J. Brown 33

Wash — Randle El 7 pass from Collins (Suisham kick)
Wash — S. Moss 30 pass from Collins (Suisham kick)

Sea — Hackett 20 pass from Hasselbeck
(Pollard pass from Hasselbeck)
Sea — Trufant 78 interception return (J. Brown kick)
Sea — Babineaux 57 interception return (J. Brown
kick)
2006

PHILADELPHIA 23, NEW YORK GIANTS 20—David
Akers kicked a 38-yard field goal as time expired to give
the Eagles a hard-fought playoff victory. The Giants
scored on their first drive, highlighted by Jared Loren-
zen’s 2-yard sneak on third-and-1, and capped two
plays later by Eli Manning’s 17-yard touchdown pass to
Plaxico Burress. The Eagles answered in the second
quarter with three consecutive scoring drives. The 84-
and 80-yard touchdowns drives had a short field-goal
drive in the middle, which was set up by Sheldon
Brown’s interception, and the Eagles led 17-10 at half-
time. The Giants, trailing 20-13 with 12:13 to play, con-
verted 3 third-down situations on the ensuing 80-yard
drive, capped by Burress’ 11-yard touchdown catch
with 5:04 remaining to tie the game. The Eagles used
runs of 11 and 13 yards by Brian Westbrook to get into
position to set up Akers’ game-winning 38-yard kick.
Jeff Garcia was 17 of 31 for 153 yards and 1 touchdown.
Westbrook had 20 carries for 141 yards. Manning was
16 of 27 for 161 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 inter-
ception. Tiki Barber, playing in his final game, rushed 26
times for 137 yards.

N.Y. Giants 7 3 0 10 — 20
Philadelphia o 17 3 3 — 28
NYG — Burress 17 pass from E. Manning (Feely kick)

Phil — Westbrook 49 run (Akers kick)

Phil — FG Akers 19

NYG — FG Feely 20

Phil — Stallworth 28 pass from Garcia (Akers kick)
Phil — FG Akers 48

NYG — FG Feely 24

NYG — Burress 11 pass from E. Manning (Feely kick)
Phil — FG Akers 38

SEATTLE 21, DALLAS 20—Jordan Babineaux tackled
Tony Romo at the 2-yard line in the final minute after
Romo mishandled the snap for the potential game-win-
ning field goal, giving the Seahawks an improbable vic-
tory. The Seahawks trailed 10-6 at halftime, but drove
62 yards in 12 plays to begin the second half. Shaun
Alexander’s 4-yard run on fourth-and-1 was the key play
of the drive, and Jerramy Stevens capped it with a 15-
yard touchdown catch to give Seattle a 13-10 lead.
However, Miles Austin returned the ensuing kickoff 93
yards for a touchdown and the Cowboys regained the
lead. Early in the fourth quarter, Terence Newman
tipped a pass to Roy Williams and Williams intercepted
it, leading to Martin Gramatica’s second field goal and
a 20-13 lead. The Seahawks drove to the Cowboys’ 1,
but Alexander lost 7 yards on the first play of the series,
and Matt Hasselbeck’s fourth-down pass fell incom-
plete. On the next play, from the 2-yard line, Terry Glenn
caught a quick pass from Romo. Glenn was stripped by
Kelly Jennings and a mad scramble ensued for the foot-
ball, which eventually went out of the end zone for a
safety with 6:32 to play. On the fourth play after the free
kick, Hasselbeck completed a 37-yard touchdown pass
to a wide-open Stevens and the Seahawks led 21-20
with 4:24 remaining. Julius Jones’ 35-yard run helped
get the Cowboys deep into Seahawks’ territory. Faced
with fourth-and-1 from the 2-yard line with 1:19 to play,
the Cowboys lined up for a field-goal attempt. However,
Romo, the holder, dropped the snap. Romo picked up
the ball and ran left. He had a clear path to the end
zone, but Babineaux, who had been coming hard off
the right end, never stopped pursuing Romo and tack-
led him from behind at the 2-yard line with 1:14 to play.
The Cowboys forced a punt and had the ball at midfield
with two seconds remaining, but Romo’s Hail Mary
pass fell incomplete in the end zone. Hasselbeck was
18 of 36 for 240 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 2 inter-
ceptions. Romo was 17 of 29 for 189 yards and 1 touch-
down. Jones rushed 22 times for 112 yards.

Dallas 3 7 7 3 — 20
Seattle 3 3 7 8 — 21
Sea — FG J. Brown 23
Dall — FG M. Gramatica 50
Sea — FGJ. Brown 30
Dall — Crayton 13 pass from Romo (M. Gramatica kick)
Sea — Stevens 15 pass from Hasselbeck

(J. Brown kick)
Dall — Austin 93 kickoff return (M. Gramatica kick)
Dall — FG M. Gramatica 29
Sea — Safety, Glenn fumbled out of end zone
Sea — Stevens 37 pass from Hasselbeck (pass failed)
2005

CAROLINA 23, NEW YORK GIANTS 0—Steve Smith
scored 2 touchdowns and the Panthers’ defense al-
lowed just 132 yards and forced 5 turnovers to post the
NFL’s first road postseason shutout in 25 years. The
Panthers held the ball for 42:45 of the 60 minutes, and
did not commit a turnover. In the second quarter, Jake
Delhomme’s 22-yard touchdown pass to Smith capped
a 12-play, 77-yard drive that included 3 third-down con-
versions. With 1:28 left in the first half, Dante Wesley re-
covered Gibril Wilson’s muffed punt at the Giants’ 15 to
set up a field goal. In the third quarter, Ken Lucas inter-
cepted a pass and returned it 14 yards to the Giants’ 12.
On the next play, Smith scored on an end around for a
17-0 lead. Marlon McCree intercepted passes on the
next two series that led to John Kasay field goals for a
23-0 lead. Delhomme was 15 of 22 for 140 yards and 1
touchdown. Smith had 10 catches for 84 yards. De-
Shaun Foster rushed 27 times for 151 yards. Eli Man-
ning was 10 of 18 for 113 yards, with 3 interceptions.

Carolina 0o 10 7 6 — 23
N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 0o — 0
Car — S. Smith 22 pass from Delhomme (Kasay kick)
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Car — FG Kasay 31
Car — S. Smith 12 run (Kasay kick)
Car — FG Kasay 45
Car — FG Kasay 18

WASHINGTON 17, TAMPA BAY 10—The Redskins’
defense scored 14 points off turnovers as Washington
won its first postseason game since 1999. The Red-
skins won despite gaining just 120 yards of offense, the
lowest output ever by a winning playoff team in NFL his-
tory. LaVar Arrington intercepted a pass and returned it
21 yards to the Buccaneers’ 6 to set up Clinton Portis
touchdown run on the next play for a 7-0 lead with 8:45
left in the first quarter. On the ensuing drive, Marcus
Washington forced Carnell Williams to fumble. Wash-
ington picked up the loose ball, ran 7 yards, and he
fumbled. Sean Taylor picked up the bouncing ball and
raced 51 yards for a touchdown and 14-0 lead with 4:15
remaining in the first quarter. With the score 17-3, the
Buccaneers opened the second half by forcing a punt
and Chris Simms’ 22-yard pass to Michael Pittman on
third-and-5 set up Simms’ 2-yard dive over the left py-
lon on third-and-goal to pull Tampa Bay within 17-10.
With 7:41 remaining in the game, the Buccaneers drove
to the Redskins’ 19, but Mike Alstott was stopped on
third-and-1, and Simms’ fourth-and-1 pass fell incom-
plete. Brian Kelly intercepted a pass at the Redskins’ 35
with 3:43 remaining. On third-and-10 with 2:48 left,
Simms’ long pass into the end zone was nearly caught
by Edell Shepherd. Simms tried for Shepherd again on
fourth down, but just overthrew him. The Buccaneers
forced a punt with 1:05 left and had the ball on their own
46-yard line, but Washington intercepted Simms’ pass
to clinch the victory. Simms was 25 of 38 for 198 yards,
with 2 interceptions.

Washington 14 3 0 0o — 17
Tampa Bay 0 3 7 0 — 10
Wash — Portis 6 run (Hall kick)

Wash — Taylor 51 fumble return (Hall kick)

TB — FG Bryant 43

Wash — FG Hall 47

TB — Simms 2 run (Bryant kick)
2004

MINNESOTA 31, GREEN BAY 17—Daunte Culpepper
passed for 4 touchdowns and the Vikings’ defense in-
tercepted 4 passes to defeat the Packers in the first
postseason matchup between the two rivals. Culpep-
per’s 68-yard touchdown pass to Moe Williams three
plays into the game set the tone. Following a three-and-
out, the Vikings needed just 4 plays to take a 14-0 lead
on Randy Moss’ 20-yard scoring catch. Antoine Win-
field intercepted Brett Favre’s pass three plays later to
set up Morten Andersen’s field goal to give the Vikings
a 17-0 lead just 8:54 into the game. The Packers scored
on their next two possessions to pull within 17-10, and
the Packers blocked Andersen’s 27-yard field-goal at-
tempt to swing the momentum. However, on the next
play Brian Russell intercepted Favre’s pass and Nate
Burleson caught a 19-yard touchdown pass two plays
later for a 24-10 lead. Ryan Longwell missed a 28-yard
attempt wide left just before halftime, but the Packers
rallied and drove 78 yards, capped by Najeh Daven-
port’s 1-yard run with 13:37 to play, to cut the deficit to
24-17. On the next possession, Culpepper completed a
8-yard pass to Burleson on third-and-6, and three plays
later Moss broke free for a 34-yard touchdown catch
with 10:18 remaining. The Vikings’ defense forced a
punt with 8:21 left, and the offense ran out the clock,
with Onterrio Smith’s 16-yard catch on third down and
Culpepper’s 1-yard sneak on fourth-and-1 keeping the
drive alive. Culpepper was 19 of 29 for 284 yards and 4
touchdowns. Favre was 22 of 33 for 216 yards and 1
touchdown, with 4 interceptions.
Minnesota 17 7 0 7 — 3
Green Bay 3 7 0 7 — 17
Minn — M. Williams 68 pass from Culpepper

(Andersen kick)
Minn — Moss 20 pass from Culpepper

(Andersen kick)
Minn — FG Andersen 35
GB — FG Longwell 43
GB — Franks 4 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

Minn — Burleson 19 pass from Culpepper
(Andersen kick)

GB — Davenport 1 run (Longwell kick)

Minn — Moss 34 pass from Culpepper
(Andersen kick)

ST. LOUIS RAMS 27, SEATTLE 20—Cam Cleeland
caught a 17-yard touchdown pass from Marc Bulger
with 2:11 remaining, and Bobby Engram could not hold
onto a pass in the end zone in the waning seconds, as
the Rams advanced. The Rams had a pair of 75-yard
touchdown drives in the first half en route to a 14-10
halftime lead. Darrell Jackson capped a 76-yard drive
with a 23-yard touchdown catch to give Seattle a 20-17
lead with 13:43 to play. The Rams responded with an
11-play, 60-yard drive that consumed 6:53 and was
capped by Jeff Wilkins’ tying 27-yard field goal with
8:07 remaining. The Rams forced a punt, and on third-
and-2 from their own 32, Bulger completed a short pass
to Shaun McDonald who raced 31 yards down the right
side. Four plays later, on third-and-3 from the Sea-
hawks’ 17, Bulger found Cleeland, who only had 7
catches all season, open in the seam at the goal line for
a touchdown. The Seahawks needed just four plays to
reach the Rams’ 11. Following a Jimmy Kennedy sack
and an incompletion, Matt Hasselbeck completed a 12-
yard pass to Engram to the Rams’ 5 to set up fourth-
and-4 with 27 seconds left. Hasselbeck scrambled with-
in the pocket and threw sidearm and low to Engram cut-
ting across the middle of the end zone, who got his
hands on the pass but was unable to hold on. Bulger
was 18 of 32 for 313 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 in-
terception. Torry Holt had 6 catches for 108 yards, and
Kevin Curtis added 4 receptions for 107 yards. Hassel-
beck was 27 of 43 for 341 yards and 2 touchdowns, with
1 interception. Jackson had 12 catches for 128 yards.
St.L. Rams 7 7 3 10 — 27
Seattle 3 7 3 7 — 20
StL — Holt 15 pass from Bulger (Wilkins kick)

Sea — FG J. Brown 47

St — Faulk 1 run (Wilkins kick)

Sea — Engram 19 pass from Hasselbeck
(J. Brown kick)
Sea — FG J. Brown 30

St — FG Wilkins 38

Sea — Jackson 23 pass from Hasselbeck
(J. Brown kick)

StL — FG Wilkins 27

StL — Cleeland 17 pass from Bulger
(Wilkins kick)

2003

GREEN BAY 33, SEATTLE 27 (OT)—Al Harris returned
an interception 52 yards for a touchdown 4:25 into over-
time as the Packers improved their home postseason
record to 14-1. With the score 3-3 in the second quarter,
Koren Robinson dropped a touchdown pass on third
down, forcing the Seahawks to settle for Josh Brown’s
second field goal with 6:50 left in the half. Brett Favre re-
sponded with a 44-yard pass to Javon Walker on the
next play to set up his 23-yard touchdown pass to
Bubba Franks. Favre set a postseason record with a
touchdown pass in 14 consecutive postseason games.
The Packers’ defense forced a punt and Ryan Longwell
booted a 27-yard field goal just before halftime for a
13-6 lead. Seattle came out of the locker room and put
together touchdown drives of 10 plays, 74 yards and
11 plays, 77 yards, both culminated by 1-yard runs by
Shaun Alexander, for a 20-13 lead with 1:57 left in the
third quarter. Alexander’s second touchdown came on
fourth-and-goal, and was set up by tackle Steve
Hutchinson’s 4-yard reception of a deflected third-
down pass. Seattle ran just three plays in the next
14:13, as Green Bay countered with consecutive
12-play touchdown drives of 60 and 51 yards. Both fea-
tured successful fourth-and-1 carries by Ahman Green
and were capped by 1-yard scoring runs by Green, giv-
ing Green Bay a 27-20 lead with 2:44 to play. Matt Has-
selbeck completed a 34-yard pass to Bobby Engram to
the Packers’ 8, and a pass interference penalty in the
end zone gave Seattle the ball at the 1-yard line to set
up Alexander’s third touchdown with just 51 seconds
left. A 27-yard pass by Favre to Walker got the Packers
to the Seahawks’ 30, but Longwell’s 47-yard field-goal

attempt in the 20 degree weather fell short. The Sea-
hawks won the coin toss, and after an exchange of
punts, faced third-and-11 from their own 45. The Pack-
ers blitzed, and Harris stepped in front of Alex Bannis-
ter to intercept Hasselbeck’s pass and outrun the pair
down the right sideline to the end zone. Favre was 26 of
38 for 319 yards and 1 touchdown. Walker had 5 re-
ceptions for 111 yards. Hasselbeck was 25 of 45 for 305
yards, with 1 interception.

Seattle 3 3 14 7 0o — 27
Green Bay 0 13 0 14 6 — 33
Sea — FG Brown 30
GB — FG Longwell 31
Sea — FG Brown 35

GB — Franks 23 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)
GB — FG Longwell 27

Sea — Alexander 1 run (Brown kick)

Sea — Alexander 1 run (Brown kick)

GB — Green 1 run (Longwell kick)

GB — Green 1 run (Longwell kick)

Sea — Alexander 1 run (Brown kick)

GB — Harris 52 interception return

CAROLINA 29, DALLAS 10—Stephen Davis rushed
for 104 yards and 1 touchdown, Jake Delhomme
passed for 273 yards and a score, and John Kasay
kicked 5 field goals as the Panthers won their first play-
off game in seven seasons. The Panthers’ defense lim-
ited Dallas to 204 yards and 10 first downs and forced
2 turnovers. On Carolina’s first possession, Steve Smith
turned a short pass into a 70-yard gain to the Cowboys’
1, where only tremendous hustle by Pete Hunter, who
raced across the field to knock down Smith, prevented
a touchdown. Two runs by Davis and an incompletion
forced the Panthers to settle for Kasay'’s first field goal.
Later in the quarter, a 32-yard punt by Toby Gowin gave
Carolina the ball at the Cowboys’ 41, setting up Kasay’s
second field goal. A 17-yard punt by Gowin gave the
Panthers the ball at their 49 in the second quarter to set
up Davis’ 23-yard touchdown run on third-and-10 with
6:10 left in the half. Billy Cundiff made a 37-yard field
goal for Dallas with 1:12 left in the half, but any mo-
mentum shift was nullified when Delhomme completed
a 49-yard pass to Muhsin Muhammad, who fumbled at
the 10-yard line but recovered the ball at the Cowboys’
2 to set up Kasay’s third field goal and a 16-3 halftime
lead. Delhomme’s 32-yard touchdown pass to Smith
capped a 4-play, 63-yard drive early in the third quarter
and gave Carolina a commanding 23-3 lead. It took a
41-yard kickoff return by Michael Bates with the Cow-
boys trailing 26-3 to set up a 47-yard touchdown drive,
capped by Quincy Carter's 9-yard run with 7:36 to play.
An interception by Julius Peppers with 4:59 to play set
up Kasay’s final field goal. Delhomme was 18 of 29 for
273 yards and 1 touchdown. Smith had 5 receptions for
135 yards. Muhammad had 4 catches for 103 yards.
Davis rushed 26 times for 104 yards. Carter was 21 of
36 for 154 yards, with 1 interception.

Dallas o 83 0 7 — 10
Carolina 6 10 7 6 — 29
Car — FG Kasay 18

Car — FG Kasay 38

Car — Davis 23 run (Kasay kick)

Dall — FG Cundiff 37

Car — FG Kasay 19

Car — Smith 32 pass from Delhomme (Kasay kick)
Car — FG Kasay 32

Dall — Carter 9 run (Cundiff kick)

Car — FG Kasay 34

2002

SAN FRANCISCO 39, NEW YORK GIANTS 38—A
botched snap averted a potential game-winning 41-
yard field-goal attempt as time expired and enabled the
49ers to post the second-largest comeback in NFL
postseason history. The 49ers trailed 38-14 late in the
third quarter before scoring the game’s final 25 points.
Jeff Garcia’s 76-yard touchdown pass to Terrell Owens
came on the 49ers’ first play from scrimmage—which
followed an interception by Julian Peterson—to give the
49ers an early 7-0 lead. With the score tied 14-14 in the
second quarter, Cedrick Wilson muffed a punt and the
Giants recovered at the 8-yard line. Kerry Collins’ scor-
ing pass to Amani Toomer on the next play gave the Gi-
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ants a 21-14 lead with 2:49 left in the half, and, following
a punt, Collins and Toomer connected on a 24-yard
scoring pass with 10 seconds left in the half for a 28-14
advantage. The Giants scored on their first two posses-
sions of the second half, too, but a dropped pass in the
end zone by Jeremy Shockey forced the Giants to set-
tle for a field goal on the latter drive. Still, the Giants
owned a 38-14 lead with 4:27 left in the third quarter.
Garcia then engineered a 7-play drive and, following a
short Matt Allen punt, a 27-yard drive, with 2 two-point
conversion passes to Owens, to cut the lead to 38-30
with 14:55 remaining. After forcing a punt, the 49ers
drove 74 yards but were forced to settle for Jeff Chan-
dler’s field goal with 7:49 to play. Collins drove the Gi-
ants to the 49ers’ 24, but on fourth-and-1 with 3:01 re-
maining, Matt Bryant slipped while attempting a 41-yard
field goal and pulled the kick wide left. Garcia complet-
ed two third-down passes on the ensuing drive, capped
by a 13-yard scoring pass to Tai Streets with 1:00 left to
give the 49ers a 39-38 lead. Offsetting personal foul
penalties after the touchdown and the failed two-point
conversion attempt added to the wild finish, and a 32-
yard kickoff return by Delvin Joyce to the Giants’ 48
gave New York a chance to erase the comeback.
Collins’ 19-yard pass to Ron Dixon to the Giants’ 28 with
15 seconds left, followed by a 5-yard pass to Toomer
with six seconds left, set the stage for Bryant's 41-yard
field-goal attempt. But the snap by Trey Junkin, who
was signed during the week to replace injured long
snapper Dan O’Leary, was low, and holder Matt Allen
scrambled to his right and heaved a pass downfield as
time expired. The ball fell incomplete and the Giants
were flagged for an illegal man downfield. The following
day, the NFL ruled that pass interference should have
been called on Chike Okeafor for running into eligible
receiver Rich Seubert, and the offsetting penalties
would have enabled New York to run one more play.
Garcia was 27 of 44 for 331 yards and 3 touchdowns,
with 1 interception. Owens had 9 catches for 177 yards.
Collins was 29 of 43 for 342 yards and 4 touchdowns,
with 1 interception. Barber rushed for 115 yards, and
Toomer added 8 catches for 136 yards and 3 touch-
downs (12, 8, and 24 yards).

N.Y. Giants 7 21 10 0 — 38
San Francisco 7 7 8 17 — 39
SF  — Owens 76 pass from Garcia

(Chandler kick)

NYG — Toomer 12 pass from Collins (Bryant kick)
NYG — Shockey 2 pass from Collins (Bryant kick)
SF  — Barlow 1 run (Chandler kick)

NYG — Toomer 8 pass from Collins (Bryant kick)
NYG — Toomer 24 pass from Collins (Bryant kick)
NYG — Barber 6 run (Bryant kick)

NYG — FG Bryant 21

SF  — Owens 26 pass from Garcia
(Owens pass from Garcia)
SF  — Garcia 14 run (Owens pass from Garcia)
SF — FG Chandler 25
SF  — Streets 13 pass from Garcia (pass failed)

ATLANTA 27, GREEN BAY 7—Michael Vick passed for
117 yards and rushed for 64 yards as the Falcons hand-
ed the Packers their first postseason home defeat.
Green Bay had won its previous 13 home playoff
games. Atlanta drove 76 yards to open the game,
capped by Vick’s 10-yard touchdown pass to Shawn
Jefferson. Later in the quarter, Mark Simoneau blocked
Josh Bidwell’s punt and Artie Ulmer picked it up on the
1-yard line and scored to give Atlanta a 14-0 lead. In the
second quarter, George Layne recovered what was
ruled a muffed punt at the Packers’ 21, and T.J. Duckett
scored four plays later. The Packers drove to the Fal-
cons’ 2, but Ellis Johnson dropped Ahman Green for a
4-yard loss on fourth down. The snow began to fall late
in the second quarter, and Jay Feely’s 22-yard field goal
as the half expired gave the Falcons a 24-0 lead. The
Packers scored on their opening possession of the sec-
ond half, but the Falcons responded with a 6:43 drive
capped by Feely’s second field goal. The Packers’ next
two possessions concluded with Ryan Longwell’s sec-
ond missed field-goal attempt and Brett Favre’s fourth-
and-2 pass falling incomplete, the latter with 7:40 re-
maining, to secure Atlanta’s victory. Favre had a record
of 35-0 in home games with the game-time temperature

below 34 degrees. Vick was 13 of 25 for 117 yards and
1 touchdown. Favre was 20 of 42 for 247 yards and 1
touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Javon Walker had 5
catches for 104 yards for the Packers, who were without
Darren Sharper, and who lost three receivers to injury
during the game.

Atlanta 14 10 3 o — 27
Green Bay 0 o0 7 o — 7
Atl  — Jefferson 10 pass from Vick (Feely kick)
Atl  — Ulmer 1 blocked punt return (Feely kick)
At — Duckett 6 run (Feely kick)

Atl  — FG Feely 22

GB — Driver 14 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)
Al — FG Feely 23

2001

GREEN BAY 25, SAN FRANCISCO 15—Brett Favre set
a Green Bay playoff record by completing 75.9 percent
of his passes as the Packers improved to 11-0 all-time in
postseason games at Lambeau Field. With the game-
time temperature of 28 degrees, Favre improved to 31-0
when the temperature is 34 or below. Allen Rossum’s
35-yard punt return set up Favre’s 5-yard touchdown
pass to Antonio Freeman. However, Dana Stubblefield
blocked the extra point. Ahmed Plummer intercepted
Favre late in the first quarter, but the Packers’ defense
forced the 49ers’ into a field-goal attempt, and Cletidus
Hunt blocked Jose Cortez’s 34-yard attempt. The 49ers
got the ball back midway through the second quarter
and put together a 15-play, 86-yard drive, capped by
Garrison Hearst’s 2-yard touchdown run with 11 sec-
onds left in the half to give the 49ers a 7-6 lead. Ryan
Longwell’s 26-yard field goal capped a 12-play drive to
begin the third quarter, and Corey Bradford’s 51-yard re-
ception on the Packers’ next possession set up Favre’s
19-yard touchdown pass to Bubba Franks to give the
Packers a 15-7 lead. Jeff Garcia’s 14-yard touchdown
pass to Tai Streets, and the ensuing 2-point conversion
hookup by the same pair, tied the game with 12:00 left.
Longwell’s 45-yard field goal on the ensuing possession
staked the Packers to a precarious 18-15 lead with 7:02
left. On first-and-10 from the Packers’ 41 with 5:03 re-
maining, Terrell Owens broke open deep down the right
sideline. However, Garcia’s pass was slightly under-
thrown and Mike McKenzie hustled back to tip the pass
into the hands of Tyrone Williams for an interception at
the Packers’ 7. Sensing an opportunity to put the game
away, Favre engineered an 8-play, 93-yard drive, high-
lighted by a 37-yard pass to Freeman on third-and-7,
and capped by Ahman Green’s 9-yard scoring run with
1:55 remaining. Paul Smith fumbled the ensuing kickoff
and Bradford recovered to clinch the victory. Favre was
22 of 29 for 269 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 inter-
ception. Garcia was 22 of 32 for 233 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception.

San Francisco 0o 7 0 8 — 15
Green Bay 6 0 9 10 — 25
GB — Freeman 5 pass from Favre (kick blocked)
SF  — Hearst 2 run (Cortez kick)

GB — FG Longwell 26

GB — Franks 19 pass from Favre (pass failed)
SF  — Streets 14 pass from Garcia

(Streets pass from Garcia)
GB — FG Longwell 45
GB — Green 9 run (Longwell kick)

PHILADELPHIA 31, TAMPA BAY 9—Donovan McNabb
passed for 2 touchdowns and the Eagles’ defense
recorded 4 interceptions to defeat the Buccaneers in an
NFC Wild Card Game in Philadelphia for the second
consecutive season. Dexter Jackson’s interception and
9-yard return to the Eagles’ 39 three plays into the game
set up the first of three Martin Gramatica first-half field
goals. A 39-yard run by McNabb on the ensuing pos-
session led to David Akers’ 26-yard field goal to tie the
game, and McNabb’s 41-yard pass to Todd Pinkston
early in the second quarter set up Chad Lewis’ 16-yard
scoring catch to give the Eagles a 10-3 lead. With the
Eagles leading 10-6, Mark Royals’ 28-yard punt to the
Buccaneers’ 31 with 1:46 left in the half set up McNabb’s
23-yard touchdown pass to Duce Staley. The Bucca-
neers answered quickly, with Brad Johnson’s 46-yard
pass to Keyshawn Johnson allowing Gramatica to kick
his third field goal to trim the deficit to 17-9 at halftime.

Correll Buckhalter’'s 25-yard touchdown run in the third
quarter increased the Eagles’ lead to 24-9. Troy
Vincent’s interception in the end zone stopped the Buc-
caneers’ ensuing possession, Brian Dawkins intercept-
ed a pass at the Eagles’ 3 with 5:34 left to stop another
drive, and Damon Moore’s 59-yard interception return
for a touchdown with 2:08 remaining iced the game. Mc-
Nabb was 16 of 25 for 194 yards and 2 touchdowns, with
1 interception. Johnson was 22 of 36 for 202 yards, with
4 interceptions.

Tampa Bay 3 6 0 0o —
Philadelphia 3 14 7 7 — 3
TB — FG Gramatica 36

Phil — FG Akers 26

Phil — Lewis 16 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

TB — FG Gramatica 32
Phil — Staley 23 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
TB — FG Gramatica 27

Phil — Buckhalter 25 run (Akers kick)
Phil — Moore 59 interception return (Akers kick)
2000

PHILADELPHIA 21, TAMPA BAY 3—Donovan McNabb
passed for 2 touchdowns and ran for another, and the
Eagles’ defense limited the Buccaneers to just 11 first
downs. The Buccaneers dropped to 0-20 when the
game-time temperature is below 40 degrees, though
Martin Gramatica’s 29-yard field goal early in the second
quarter staked Tampa Bay to a 3-0 lead. The tide
changed a few possessions later when Hugh Douglas
sacked Shaun King from behind, forced him to fumble,
and Mike Mamula recovered at the Buccaneers’ 15. Four
plays later, McNabb scrambled 5 yards up the middle for
a touchdown with 3:21 left in the half. The Eagles’ de-
fense then forced Tampa Bay to punt, and McNabb en-
gineered an 8-play, 69-yard drive, keyed by his 25-yard
pass to Charles Johnson. McNabb capped the march
with a 5-yard touchdown pass to Na Brown 12 seconds
before halftime to take a 14-3 lead. McNabb’s 2-yard
pass to Jeff Thomason on third-and-goal less than a
minute into the fourth quarter finished the scoring. The
Buccaneers threatened once in the second half, but King
threw consecutive incompletions from the Eagles’ 21
with just under four minutes remaining to seal the victo-
ry. The Eagles converted 9 of 18 third-down plays, while
allowing the Buccaneers to convert just 3 of 13 third-
down situations. McNabb completed 24 of 33 passes for
161 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception. King
was 17 of 31 for 171 yards. Keyshawn Johnson had 6 re-
ceptions for 106 yards.

Tampa Bay 0o 3 o 0 — 3
Philadelphia 0 14 0 7 — 21
TB — FG Gramatica 29

Phil  — McNabb 5 run (Akers kick)

Phil
Phil

— Brown 5 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
— Thomason 2 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

NEW ORLEANS 31, ST. LOUIS RAMS 28—Aaron
Brooks passed for 4 touchdowns, and Brian Milne re-
covered Az-Zahir Hakim’s muffed punt return with 1:43
remaining to secure the first playoff victory in Saints’ his-
tory. The defending Super Bowl champion Rams scored
on their first possession, driving 68 yards in 11 plays and
taking a 7-0 lead on Kurt Warner’s 17-yard pass to Isaac
Bruce, but were then shut out for the next 40 minutes.
The Saints drove 70 yards on their ensuing possession
to tie the game on Brooks’s 12-yard pass to Robert Wil-
son, who had not caught a touchdown pass all season.
Sammy Knight's 52-yard interception return to the Rams’
20 set up Doug Brien’s 33-yard field goal just before half-
time, giving New Orleans a 10-7 lead. Chris Oldham’s
third-quarter interception near midfield led to Brooks’s
10-yard touchdown pass to Willie Jackson, and Brooks
and Jackson hooked up for 2 more scores within the first
3:03 of the fourth quarter to give the Saints a 31-7 lead
with 11:57 remaining. The Rams needed just 4 plays,
capped by Warner’s 17-yard pass to Ricky Proehl, to cut
the deficit to 31-13, and Hakim’s 65-yard punt return to
the Saints’ 9 moments later gave the Rams hope. But
Knight intercepted Warner on the next play from scrim-
mage with 6:28 remaining. However, the Rams’ defense
forced a punt, and St. Louis needed just 3 plays to drive
62 yards and cut the deficit to 31-20 on Marshall Faulk’s
25-yard catch and run. Dre’ Bly recovered the ensuing

28




WILD CARD PLAYOFFS

onside kick, and a 38-yard pass to Hakim set up Warn-
er’s 5-yard touchdown run. Warner’s quick pass to Faulk
for the 2-point conversion trimmed the deficit to 31-28
with 2:36 left. Darrin Smith recovered the onside kick for
the Saints, but the Rams’ defense again forced a punt.
Hakim muffed the punt and Milne recovered the ball at
the Saints’ 11 to seal the victory. Brooks completed 16 of
29 passes for 266 yards and 4 touchdowns, with 1 inter-
ception. Jackson had 6 receptions for 142 yards. Warner
was 24 of 40 for 365 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 3 in-
terceptions. Bruce had 7 receptions for 127 yards and a
touchdown.

St.L. Rams 7 0 0 21 — 28
New Orleans 010 7 14 — 31
StL — Bruce 17 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)

NO — Wilson 12 pass from Brooks (Brien kick)
NO — FG Brien 33

NO — Jackson 10 pass from Brooks (Brien kick)
NO — Jackson 49 pass from Brooks (Brien kick)
NO — Jackson 16 pass from Brooks (Brien kick)

StL — Proehl 17 pass from Warner (run failed)
StL — Faulk 25 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)
StL — Warner 5 run (Faulk pass from Warner)
1999

MINNESOTA 27, DALLAS 10—Robert Smith rushed for
140 yards and Jeff George passed for 3 touchdowns as
the Vikings defeated the Cowboys. The Cowboys drove
73 and 79 yards on their first two possessions to claim a
10-3 lead. Anthony Bass recovered Robert Thomas’s
fumble at the Cowboys’ 23 early in the second quarter,
and four plays later Smith caught a screen pass from
George and faked out George Teague at the 12-yard line
before running into the end zone. George gave the
Vikings their first lead with a 58-yard touchdown bomb to
Randy Moss 28 seconds before halftime. The Vikings led
27-10 before the Cowboys put together two final drives,
only to turn the ball over inside the Vikings’ 20 on both
occasions. George was 12 of 25 for 212 yards and 3
touchdowns. Moss had 5 receptions for 127 yards. Troy
Aikman was 22 of 38 for 286 yards, with 1 interception.
Raghib Ismail had 8 catches for 163 yards.

Dallas 0 O 0 o — 10
Minnesota 3 14 3 7 — 27
Dall — FG Murray 18

Minn — FG Anderson 47
Dall — E. Smith 5 run (Murray kick)
Minn — R. Smith 26 pass from George
(Anderson kick)
Minn — Moss 58 pass from George (Anderson kick)
Minn — FG Anderson 38
Minn — Carter 5 pass from George (Anderson kick)

WASHINGTON 27, DETROIT 13—Stephen Davis
rushed for 119 yards and 2 touchdowns as the Red-
skins scored on their first four, and five of their first six,
possessions to defeat the Lions. The Lions forced the
Redskins to punt on their first possession, but Clint
Kriewaldt was flagged for running into punter Matt Turk,
giving the Redskins a first down. A 41-yard pass inter-
ference penalty moments later set up Davis’s first
touchdown. Davis rumbled 58 yards to begin the Red-
skins’ next possession, but injured his right knee on a
4-yard touchdown run to cap the drive. Champ Bailey’s
interception set up Conway'’s first field goal, and Davis
returned to carry 5 times for 45 yards on the Redskins’
fourth possession to lead to Conway’s second field
goal. Davis sat out the remainder of the game, but
Washington put together one more scoring drive to take
a 27-0 halftime lead. The Lions did not cross midfield
until midway through the third quarter, and Lamar
Campbell’s blocked field-goal attempt led to Ron Rice’s
94-yard return. Gus Frerotte’s 5-yard touchdown pass
to Ron Rivers came on the last play of the game. Brad
Johnson was 15 of 31 for 174 yards and 1 touchdown,
with 2 interceptions. Frerotte was 21 of 46 for 251 yards
and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Washington had
more rushing yards (223-45) and longer time of pos-
session (38:28-21:32).

Detroit o 0 0 13 — 13
Washington 14 13 0 o — 27
Wash — Davis 1 run (Conway kick)
Wash — Davis 4 run (Conway kick)
Wash — FG Conway 33

Wash — FG Conway 23
Wash — Connell 30 pass from Johnson (Conway kick)

Det — Rice 94 blocked field-goal return (pass failed)
Det — Rivers 5 pass from Frerotte (Hanson kick)
1998

SAN FRANCISCO 30, GREEN BAY 27—With eight sec-
onds left and no timeouts remaining, Steve Young fired a
25-yard strike to Terrell Owens to give the 49ers a victo-
ry against the Packers in stunning fashion. Darren
Sharper forced Owens to fumble at the Packers’ 47 on
the game’s third play. Pat Terrell recovered the ball, lead-
ing to Ryan Longwell’s first field goal. Merton Hanks
forced Dorsey Levens to fumble later in the quarter, and
Chris Doleman recovered. Greg Clark caught a touch-
down pass from Steve Young three plays later to give the
49ers a 7-3 lead. Brett Favre threw a 2-yard touchdown
pass to Antonio Freeman on the next drive, but R.W. Mc-
Quarter’s 19-yard punt return set up Wade Richey’s tying
field goal midway through the second quarter. Randy
Kirk recovered Roell Preston’s muffed punt at the 49ers’
18, but George Koonce intercepted a Young pass two
plays later and the Packers proceeded to drive 83 yards
to take a 17-10 lead on Levens’s touchdown run. Re-
cently signed free-agent Charles Haley pressured Favre
into throwing an early second-half interception, returned
17 yards by Lee Woodall to the Packers’ 33. From there,
Young threw his second touchdown pass of the game to
Clark to tie the score. Three field goals on successive
possessions, 2 by Richey, gave the 49ers a 23-20 lead
with 6:12 to play. Darnell Walker intercepted Favre at the
Packers’ 43, but the 49ers were forced to punt giving
Green Bay the ball at their own 11 with 4:19 remaining.
Favre threw a 47-yard pass to Corey Bradford, and a few
plays later lofted a 15-yard scoring pass to Freeman to
give the Packers a 27-23 lead with 1:56 to play. The 49ers
drove to the Packers’ 25 with eight seconds left and no
timeouts, when Young fired a 25-yard strike to Owens,
who was belted by Terrell and Sharper but held on for the
winning points. Young, who completed 7 of 9 passes on
the game-winning 76-yard drive, was 18 of 32 for 182
yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions. Garrison
Hearst had 22 carries for 128 yards. Favre was 20 of 35
for 292 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.
Levens had 27 carries for 116 yards.

Green Bay 3 14 o 10 — 27
San Francisco 7 3 10 10 — 30
GB — FG Longwell 23

SF  — Clark 1 pass from Young (Richey kick)

GB — Freeman 2 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)
SF — FG Richey 34

GB — Levens 2 run (Longwell kick)

SF — Clark 8 pass from Young (Richey kick)

SF — FG Richey 48

GB — FG Longwell 37

SF — FG Richey 40

GB — Freeman 15 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

SF — Owens 25 pass from Young (Richey kick)

ARIZONA 20, DALLAS 7—Jake Plummer passed for 2
touchdowns, and Aeneas Williams had 2 interceptions
as the Cardinals won a postseason game for the first
time since 1947. Richie Cunningham missed a 36-yard
field goal in the latter part of the first quarter, and Plum-
mer immediately seized the opportunity, firing a 59-yard
pass to Frank Sanders. Three plays later, Plummer threw
a shovel pass to Adrian Murrell, who scooted into the
end zone to give Arizona a 7-0 lead. The Cowboys drove
deep into Cardinals’ territory, but Mark Maddox stopped
Emmitt Smith on fourth-and-1 at the Cardinals’ 7. Chris
Jacke kicked a field goal 19 seconds before halftime,
and Murrell raced 74 yards on the second play of the
second half, setting up Plummer’s 3-yard toss to Larry
Centers to give the Cardinals a 17-0 lead 1:16 into the
third quarter. Williams’s second interception at the Cow-
boys’ 37 set up Jacke’s second field goal 2:05 into the fi-
nal quarter. The Cardinals’ defense twice stopped Dallas
on fourth-down attempts before Troy Aikman’s 6-yard
pass to Billy Davis averted the shutout with 3:33 remain-
ing. Centers recovered the ensuing onsides kick, and
Tommy Bennett intercepted an Aikman pass with 48 sec-
onds remaining to secure the victory. Plummer was 19 of
36 for 213 yards, 2 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.

Aikman was 22 of 49 for 191 yards, 1 touchdown, with 3
interceptions.

Arizona 7 3 7 3 — 20
Dallas 0 o0 0 7 — 7
Ariz — Murrell 12 pass from Plummer (Jacke kick)
Ariz  — FG Jacke 37

Ariz  — Centers 3 pass from Plummer (Jacke kick)
Ariz  — FG Jacke 46

Dall — Davis 6 pass from Aikman

(Cunningham kick)

1997

TAMPA BAY 20, DETROIT 10—The Buccaneers broke
out to a 20-0 lead and held on to record their first post-
season victory since 1979. Michael Husted’s 22-yard
field goal with 5:24 left in the first quarter began the Buc-
caneers’ scoring spree. After forcing a punt, Tampa Bay
drove 89 yards, with Horace Copeland’s 9-yard touch-
down catch capping a 17-play drive. On the Lions’ next
possession, Anthony Parker’s 19-yard interception re-
turn to the Lions’ 20 set up Husted’s second field goal.
The Buccaneers had a chance to score just before half-
time, but Warrick Dunn fumbled at the Lions’ 14. Howev-
er, Mike Alstott capped the Buccaneers’ opening drive of
the second half with a 31-yard scoring burst. The Lions
drove deep into Tampa Bay territory, but Scott Mitchell’s
fourth-and-3 pass from the Buccaneers’ 8 fell incom-
plete. Jason Hanson kicked a 33-yard field goal to cap
the Lions’ next drive, but Mitchell was injured on the play
previous to the field goal. He left the game with a con-
cussion. The Lions forced another punt, and Frank Reich
guided the offense to its first touchdown on a 1-yard
plunge by Tommy Vardell with 7:48 left. The Lions
reached no farther than the Buccaneers’ 42 on their final
drive. Trent Dilfer was 13 of 26 for 181 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception. Mitchell was 10 of 25 for 78
yards, with 1 interception, while Reich was 11 of 15 for
129 yards. Barry Sanders, who gained 2,053 rushing
yards for the Lions during the regular season, was held
to 18 carries for only 65 yards.

Detroit 0o o0 3 7 — 10
Tampa Bay 3 10 7 0 — 20
TB — FG Husted 22

TB — Copeland 9 pass from Dilfer (Husted kick)
TB — FG Husted 42

TB  — Alstott 31 run (Husted kick)

Det — FG Hanson 33

Det — Vardell 1 run (Hanson kick)

MINNESOTA 23, NEW YORK GIANTS 22—Eddie Mur-
ray’s 24-yard field goal with 10 seconds remaining
capped a 10-point rally in the final 1:30 as the Vikings
shocked the Giants. Bernard Holsey and Michael Strahan
each recovered first-quarter Randall Cunningham fum-
bles in Vikings’ territory to set up Brad Daluiso field goals.
Danny Kanell’s 37-yard pass to David Patten led to his 2-
yard touchdown pass to Aaron Pierce three plays later to
give the Giants a 13-0 lead. Jason Sehorn’s interception
set up Daluiso’s third field goal, and after Duane Butler's
fumble recovery of Amani Toomer’s punt allowed Murray
to put the Vikings on the board, Daluiso added his fourth
field goal of the half to give the Giants a 19-3 halftime
edge. The Vikings were limited to 68 total yards in the first
half. Tony Williams forced Tiki Barber to fumble, and Jer-
ry Ball recovered at the Giants’ 4. Leroy Hoard scored on
the next play to cut the deficit to 19-10. Murray missed a
48-yard field-goal attempt on the their next possession,
but a 14-yard punt by Brad Maynard late in the third quar-
ter gave the Vikings good field position and Murray
kicked his second field goal fifteen seconds into the
fourth quarter. The Giants responded with a 13-play,
74-yard drive capped by Daluiso’s fifth field goal, from 22
yards with 7:03 left, to give the NFC East champions a
22-13 lead. When Strahan and Keith Hamilton corralled
Robert Smith for a 3-yard loss on third-and-4 from the
Vikings’ 43, and Minnesota chose to punt, the Giants
were in position to run out the clock. But the Vikings
forced the Giants to punt, and Maynard’s 26-yard boot
sailed out of bounds at the Giants’ 49 with 2:06 left. Cun-
ningham found Carter for 19 yards between a pair of in-
completions before Jake Reed got past Tito Wooten and
caught a 30-yard touchdown pass in the back of the end
zone with 1:30 left to cut the deficit to 22-20. Chris Cal-
loway bobbled the ensuing onside kick on the wet turf,
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and Chris Walsh recovered for the Vikings at the 39-yard
line. Carter caught a 21-yard pass on third-and-4 to the
Giants’ 34, and Phillippi Sparks was flagged for pass in-
terference two plays later to put the ball on the 21-yard
line with 43 seconds left. Smith broke free for 16 yards to
the Giants’ 5, and Murray kicked the game-winning field
goal with 10 seconds left. Cunningham was 15 of 36 for
203 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Kanell
was 16 of 32 for 199 yards and 1 touchdown. The victory
snapped a six-game postseason losing streak for the

Vikings.
Minnesota 0o 3 7 183 — 23
N.Y. Giants 6 13 0 3 — 22

NYG — FG Daluiso 43

NYG — FG Daluiso 22

NYG — Pierce 2 pass from Kanell (Daluiso kick)

NYG — FG Daluiso 41

Minn — FG Murray 26

NYG — FG Daluiso 51

Minn — Hoard 4 run (Murray kick)

Minn — FG Murray 26

NYG — FG Daluiso 22

Minn — Reed 30 pass from Cunningham
(Murray kick)

Minn — FG Murray 24

1996

SAN FRANCISCO 14, PHILADELPHIA 0—Steve
Young ran for a touchdown and threw for one as the
49ers defeated the Eagles in the mud of 3Com Park.
The Eagles blew three scoring chances in the first half.
Gary Anderson missed a 40-yard field goal on the Ea-
gles first possession. Trailing 7-0 after a scrambling
touchdown run by Young in which he bruised his ribs,
the Eagles drove deep into 49ers territory. On third-and-
1 from the 8-yard line, Detmer attempted to throw the
ball away on a pass attempt. However Marquez Pope
grabbed the errant toss for the interception. After a
punt, Philadelphia drove to the 49ers’ 5-yard line, but
Roy Barker intercepted Detmer’s third-and-4 pass.
Philadelphia got into 49ers territory only once the re-
mainder of the game. Young, who left the game in the
second quarter with a rib injury, threw a 36-yard pass to
Jerry Rice, who made a spectacular one-handed catch,
to set up the duo’s third-quarter touchdown. San Fran-
cisco garnered its first postseason shutout since the
1984 NFC Championship Game.

Philadelphia 0o o0 0 o — o0
San Francisco 0o 7 7 0o — 14
SF — S. Young 9 run (Wilkins kick)

SF  — Rice 3 pass from S. Young (Wilkins kick)

DALLAS 40, MINNESOTA 15—Three big plays by
George Teague catapulted Dallas to a 30-0 halftime lead
en route to routing the Vikings. With the Cowboys lead-
ing 7-0, the Vikings Amp Lee caught a pass over the
middle on this way to the end zone. However, Teague
lunged at Lee from behind, slapping the ball through the
end zone to give Dallas possession at their 20-yard line.
Chris Boniol capped the 12-play drive with a 28-yard
field goal to put Dallas ahead 10-0. On the next play from
scrimmage, Teague forced Leroy Hoard to fumble the
ball away. On the next play Emmitt Smith streaked 37
yards for a touchdown. Exactly one minute later, Teague
intercepted Brad Johnson’s pass and returned it 29
yards for a touchdown, giving the Cowboys 17 points in
a one-minute, 32-second span and a 24-0 lead. It was
the Vikings seventh consecutive playoff loss, and the
fourth under coach Dennis Green. Dallas completely
dominated the game statistically, compiling more first
downs (27-12), total yards (438-268), time of possession
(42:03-17:57), and committing fewer turnovers (5-2).

Minnesota 0o o0 7 8 — 15
Dallas 7 23 7 3 — 40
Dall — Aikman 2 run (Boniol kick)

Dall — FG Boniol 28

Dall — E. Smith 37 run (Boniol kick)

Dall — Teague 29 interception return (Boniol kick)
Dall — FG Boniol 31

Dall — FG Boniol 22

Minn — Carter 30 pass from B. Johnson (Sisson kick)
Dall — E. Smith 1 run (Boniol kick)
Dall — FG Boniol 25

Minn — B. Johnson 5 run (Carter pass from
B. Johnson)

1995

GREEN BAY 37, ATLANTA 20—Edgar Bennett rushed
for a club playoff-record 108 yards, and Antonio Free-
man returned a punt 76 yards for a touchdown in the
Packers’ victory. Green Bay led just 14-10 in the second
quarter before Freeman’s punt return and an 85-yard
drive just before halftime broke open the game at 27-10.
The latter, a 14-play march capped by Brett Favre’s
2-yard touchdown pass to tight end Mark Chmura with
49 seconds left in the second quarter, featured 34 rush-
ing yards by Bennett and completions to seven different
receivers. The Falcons pulled within 27-17 on Jeff
George’s 27-yard touchdown pass to J.J. Birden in the
first minute of the fourth quarter, but the Packers coun-
tered with another lengthy drive to put the game out of
reach. The 12-play, 70-yard march took 6:22 and con-
cluded with Favre’s 18-yard touchdown pass to running
back Dorsey Levens. Favre, who also threw a 14-yard
touchdown pass to Robert Brooks in the first quarter,
was 24 of 35 for 199 yards. Bennett, who carried 24
times, broke the Packers’ postseason rushing record of
105 yards shared by Pro Football Hall of Fame members
Jim Taylor and Paul Hornung. George completed 30 of
54 passes for 366 yards and 2 touchdowns for the Fal-
cons. Eric Metcalf caught 8 passes for 114 yards.

Atlanta 7 3 0o 10 — 20
Green Bay 14 13 o 10 — 37
Atl  — Metcalf 65 pass from George (Andersen kick)
GB — Bennett 8 run (Jacke kick)

GB — Brooks 14 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

Atl  — FG Andersen 31

GB — Freeman 76 punt return (bad snap)

GB — Chmura 2 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

Atl  — Birden 27 pass from George (Andersen kick)
GB — Levens 18 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

Atl — FG Andersen 22

GB — FG Jacke 25

PHILADELPHIA 58, DETROIT 37—Rodney Peete
passed for 270 yards and 3 touchdowns as the Eagles
blasted the Lions. The game was tied 7-7 before
Philadelphia put the game away by exploding for 31
points in the second quarter. Gary Anderson began the
onslaught with a 21-yard field goal 2:04 into the second
quarter, and just 2:13 later Peete teamed with Fred Bar-
nett on a 22-yard touchdown pass for a 17-7 lead. Two
plays after that, cornerback Barry Wilburn returned an
interception 24 yards for a touchdown, and when Ricky
Watters ran 1 yard for a touchdown 4:59 before half-
time, the Eagles led 31-7. They ended any remaining
suspense when Peete threw a 43-yard desperation
pass for a touchdown to Rob Carpenter on the final play
of the second quarter. By midway through the third
quarter it was 51-7 and Detroit’s seven-game winning
streak was in tatters. Peete completed 17 of 25 passes
in all and was not intercepted. Lions quarterbacks Scott
Mitchell and Don Majkowski, meanwhile, combined for
361 yards and 4 touchdowns, but suffered 6 intercep-
tions. The 95 points scored by the two clubs set an NFL
postseason record. Philadelphia’s second-quarter bar-
rage has been bettered only once in NFL postseason
play. Washington scored 35 points in Super Bowl! XXII.

Detroit 7 0 14 16 — 37
Philadelphia 7 31 13 7 — 58
Phil — Garner 15 run (Anderson kick)

Det — Sloan 32 pass from Mitchell (Hanson kick)
Phil  — FG Anderson 21
Phil — Barnett 22 pass from Peete (Anderson kick)
Phil — Wilburn 24 interception return

(Anderson kick)

Phil — Watters 1 run (Anderson kick)
Phil — Carpenter 43 pass from Peete
(Anderson kick)
Phil — Watters 45 pass from Peete (Anderson kick)
Phil — FG Anderson 31
Phil  — FG Anderson 39
Det — Moore 68 pass from Majkowski
(Hanson kick)
Det — Morton 7 pass from Majkowski

(Hanson kick)

Phil  — Thomas 30 interception return

(Anderson kick)
Det — Sloan 2 pass from Majkowski (Rivers run)
Det — Rivers 1 run (Moore pass from Majkowski)
1994

CHICAGO 35, MINNESOTA 18—Steve Walsh threw 2
touchdowns passes as the Bears stunned the NFC
Central Division-champion Vikings. Chicago, which
didn’t score more than 27 points in any game during the
1994 regular season, ended a six--game losing streak to
the Vikings by shredding the NFL’s fifth-ranked defense
for 5 touchdowns. Despite turnovers on their first two
possessions, the Bears forged a 14-3 lead in the sec-
ond quarter on Lewis Tillman’s 1-yard run and Walsh’s
9-yard touchdown pass to tight end Keith Jennings.
Minnesota pulled within 14-9 on Warren Moon'’s 4-yard
touchdown pass to Cris Carter 19 seconds before half-
time, but Chicago struck quickly in the third quarter to
bolster its lead. Walsh teamed with Curtis Conway on a
23-yard completion and with Jeff Graham on an 18-yard
gain before Raymont Harris ran 29 yards for a touch-
down just 2:03 into the second half. It was the longest
rushing play of the season for the Bears. Walsh’s 21-
yard touchdown pass to Graham early in the fourth
quarter helped keep the game out of reach. He finished
with 15 completions in 23 attempts for 221 yards.
Graham caught 4 passes for 108 yards. Moon complet-
ed 29 of 52 passes for 292 yards and running back Amp
Lee caught 11 passes for 159 yards for the Vikings, who
had sizeable advantages in plays (82-54) and total
yards (389-308). But Minnesota was victimized by 4
turnovers and 11 penalties.

Chicago 0 14 7 14 — 35
Minnesota 3 6 3 6 — 18
Chi  — Tillman 1 run (Butler kick)

Chi — Jennings 9 pass from Walsh (Butler kick)
Minn — Carter 4 pass from Moon (pass failed)

Chi  — Harris 29 run (Butler kick)

Minn — FG Reveiz 48

Chi  — Graham 21 pass from Walsh (Butler kick)
Minn — Lee 11 pass from Moon (pass failed)

Chi  — Miniefield 48 fumble recovery return (Butler kick)

GREEN BAY 16, DETROIT 12—The Packers won their
first playoff game at home in 12 years by staving off the Li-
ons in the closing minutes. After Chris Jacke’s third field
goal of the game, from 28 yards with 5:35 to play in the
fourth quarter, gave Green Bay a 16-10 lead, Detroit’s Er-
ic Lynch returned the ensuing kickoff 27 yards to the
Packers’ 49-yard line. The Lions reached the 11 at the
two-minute warning, but linebacker Bryce Paup sacked
Dave Krieg for a 6-yard loss, and on fourth-and-14 from
the 17, Herman Moore caught Krieg’s pass at the back of
the end zone, only to come down past the end line with
1:45 to play. Green Bay ran out the rest of the clock, giv-
ing up a concession safety on the last play. Brett Favre
passed for 262 yards for the Packers, but it was Green
Bay’s defense that made the difference. The Packers lim-
ited Barry Sanders, the NFL’s leading rusher with 1,883
yards during the regular season, to minus-1 yard on 13
carries. Sanders, who caught 3 passes for 4 yards, was
held to negative yardage eight of the 16 times he touched
the ball. The Lions rushed for minus-4 yards as a team.
Detroit 0 o0 3 9 — 12
Green Bay 7 3 3 3 — 16
GB — Levens 3 run (Jacke kick)

GB — FG Jacke 51

Det — FG Hanson 38

GB — FG Jacke 32

Det — Perriman 3 pass from Krieg (Hanson kick)
GB — FG Jacke 28

Det — Safety, Hentrich ran out of the end zone
1993

GREEN BAY 28, DETROIT 24—Brett Favre’s 40-yard
touchdown pass to Sterling Sharpe with 55 seconds re-
maining lifted the Packers to victory in their first playoff
game in 11 years. Favre, unable to find intended re-
ceiver Mark Clayton, scrambled left and threw across
the field to Sharpe, who had gotten behind cornerback
Kevin Scott down the right sideline. The quarterback’s
heroics offset brilliant individual performances by the Li-
ons’ Barry Sanders and Brett Perriman. Sanders, play-
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ing for first time since injuring his knee against the
Bears on Thanksgiving Day, rushed for 169 yards on 27
carries. Perriman caught 10 passes for 150 yards, in-
cluding a 1-yard touchdown from Erik Kramer late in the
second quarter to give Detroit a 10-7 edge at halftime.
The Lions increased that advantage to 17-7 when cor-
nerback Melvin Jenkins intercepted Favre’s pass and
returned it 15 yards for a touchdown 6:40 into the third
period. After Green Bay countered with a 28-yard
touchdown pass from Favre to Sharpe, Detroit ap-
peared poised to score again, driving to the Packers’ 5-
yard line. But Kramer’s pass in the end zone was inter-
cepted by rookie safety George Teague, who raced a
playoff-record 101 yards to give Green Bay a 21-17 lead
with 1:40 to go in the third quarter. The Lions then
pieced together a 15-play, 89-yard drive that consumed
more than 8 minutes, taking the lead for the last time on
Derrick Moore’s 5-yard touchdown run 6:33 into the
fourth quarter. Kramer finished with 22 completions in
31 attempts for 248 yards for Detroit, which amassed
410 total yards but could not overcome the Packers’ big
plays. Sharpe, who set an NFL record with 112 recep-
tions during the regular season, caught only 5 passes
but made the most of them, scoring 3 times.

Green Bay 0o 7 14 7 — 28
Detroit 3 7 7 7 — 24
Det — FG Hanson 47

GB — Sharpe 12 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

Det — Perriman 1 pass from Kramer (Hanson kick)
Det — Jenkins 15 interception return (Hanson kick)
GB — Sharpe 28 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

GB — Teague 101 interception return (Jacke kick)

Det — D. Moore 5 run (Hanson kick)

GB — Sharpe 40 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

N.Y. GIANTS 17, MINNESOTA 10—Rodney Hamp-
ton’s 2 third-quarter touchdown runs erased a 7-point
halftime deficit and lifted the Giants to the victory. Freez-
ing temperatures and blustery winds limited the effec-
tiveness of each team’s offense, so much so that all the
points in the game were scored by the team that had
the wind at its back. New York, trailing 10-3, had such
conditions in the third quarter when it rallied to win. The
Giants tied the score on their first possession of the sec-
ond half, as Hampton barreled over right end for 51
yards and a touchdown just 2:54 into the third period.
Shortly after that, a 21-yard punt positioned New York at
Minnesota’s 26-yard line, and six plays later, Hampton
ran 2 yards for the game’s deciding score. Primarily on
the strength of Hampton, the Giants controlled the
game by rushing 41 times for 176 yards and maintain-
ing possession for 35:23 of the game’s 60 minutes.
Vikings quarterbacks Jim McMahon and Sean Salis-
bury combined to complete only 15 of 34 passes for

192 yards.
Minnesota 0 10 0 o — 10
N.Y. Giants 3 0 14 0o — 17

NYG — FG Treadwell 26

Minn — C. Carter 40 pass from McMahon
(Reveiz kick)

Minn — FG Reveiz 52

NYG — Hampton 51 run (Treadwell kick)

NYG — Hampton 2 run (Treadwell kick)

1992

PHILADELPHIA 36, NEW ORLEANS 20—The Eagles
exploded for 26 points in the fourth quarter to rally past
the Saints and win a playoff game for the first time since
the 1980 NFL Championship Game. New Orleans, the
only NFL team that has never won a postseason game,
led 20-7 until Philadelphia’s Roger Ruzek kicked a 40-
yard field goal late in the third quarter to trim the margin
to 10 points. In the fourth period, Randall Cunning-
ham’s 35-yard touchdown pass to Fred Barnett with
10:37 remaining sparked an Eagles’ scoring frenzy
against the Saints, who had allowed the fewest points in
the NFL during the regular season and had not permit-
ted any opponent more than 21 points in a game all
year. On the first play from scrimmage following Bar-
nett’s touchdown, Eagles linebacker Seth Joyner inter-
cepted a Bobby Hebert pass and returned it 14 yards to
the Saints’ 26-yard line. That set up a 6-yard touchdown
run by Heath Sherman for a 24-20 Philadelphia lead
with 6:48 left in the game. Seventy-two seconds later,

defensive end Reggie White sacked Hebert in the end
zone to make it 26-20, and Roger Ruzek’s 39-yard field
goal at the 2:36 mark made it 29-20. Cornerback Eric
Allen sealed the victory 19 seconds later with his sec-
ond interception of the game, returning it 18 yards for a
touchdown. Sherman finished with 105 yards on 21 car-
ries, while Cunningham passed for 219 yards and 2
touchdowns, both to Barnett. Hebert completed 23 of
39 passes for 291 yards and a touchdown, but was in-
tercepted 3 times.
Philadelphia 7 0 3 26 — 36
New Orleans 7 10 3 0o — 20
NO — Heyward 1 run (Andersen kick)
Phil — Barnett 57 pass from Cunningham

(Ruzek kick)
NO — FG Andersen 35
NO — Early 7 pass from Hebert (Andersen kick)
NO — FG Andersen 42

Phil  — FG Ruzek 40

Phil — Barnett 35 pass from Cunningham
(Ruzek kick)

Phil  — Sherman 6 run (Ruzek kick)

Phil — Safety, White sacked Hebert in end zone

Phil — FG Ruzek 39

Phil — Allen 18 interception return (Ruzek kick)

WASHINGTON 24, MINNESOTA 7—Third-string run-
ning back Brian Mitchell ran for 109 yards and added
100 yards on punt returns and receptions as the Red-
skins, the NFC’s lowest seed in the playoffs, upset the
Central Division-champion Vikings. Mitchell had carried
the ball only 6 times during the regular season and 18
times in his three-year NFL career, but with backup
Ricky Ervins injured, he had 16 rushes in this game. The
key play was his 36-yard run from Washington’s 44-
yard line on a fake punt late in the second quarter. Mo-
ments later, he scored on an 8-yard run to increase the
Redskins’ lead to 17-7 at intermission. Minnesota took
the game’s opening kickoff and marched 79 yards to a
touchdown, Terry Allen’s 1-yard run, but then managed
only 69 total yards the rest of the way. Quarterback
Sean Salisbury completed 42- and 14-yard passes to
Cris Carter to key the first drive, but finished only 6 of 20
for 113 yards, with a pair of interceptions. Meanwhile,
Washington’s offense controlled the ball on the ground,
rushing for 196 yards on 47 attempts and maintaining
possession for 42:43 of the game’s 60 minutes. The
Redskins improved their postseason record to 16-4 un-
der head coach Joe Gibbs.

Washington 3 14 7 0 — 24
Minnesota 7 0 0 o — 7
Minn — Allen 1 run (Reveiz kick)

Wash — FG Lohmiller 44

Wash — Byner 3 run (Lohmiller kick)

Wash — Mitchell 8 run (Lohmiller kick)

Wash — Clark 24 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

1991

ATLANTA 27, NEW ORLEANS 20—Michael Haynes
turned a short reception into a 61-yard touchdown to
provide the decisive points in the Falcons’ win over the
Saints. Haynes, who had 6 catches for 144 yards, had
given Atlanta its first lead at 17-13 with a 20-yard scor-
ing catch in the third quarter. After the Saints regained
the lead on a 1-yard touchdown run by Dalton Hilliard,
Chris Miller led the Falcons to a tying field goal and win-
ning touchdown in the final quarter. Miller completed 18
of 30 passes for 291 yards and 3 scores.

Atlanta 0 10 7 10 — 27
New Orleans 7 6 0 7 — 20
NO — Turner 26 pass from Hebert (Andersen kick)
NO — FG Andersen 45

Atl  — Rison 24 pass from Miller (Johnson kick)
Atl  — FG Johnson 44

NO — FG Andersen 35

Atl  — Haynes 20 pass from Miller (Johnson kick)
NO — Hilliard 1 run (Andersen kick)

Atl  — FG Johnson 36

Atl  — Haynes 61 pass from Miller (Johnson kick)

DALLAS 17, CHICAGO BEARS 13—Emmitt Smith ran
for 105 yards and a touchdown to lead the Cowboys
over the Bears. Darrick Brownlow blocked a Bears punt
to set up Smith’s 1-yard touchdown run, which gave

Dallas a 10-0 first-quarter lead. In the third quarter, Steve
Beuerlein’s 3-yard touchdown pass to Jay Novacek
capped a 75-yard drive and gave the Cowboys a 17-6
lead. Dallas’ defense made it stand, keeping Chicago
out of the end zone until the game’s final three minutes.

Dallas 10 0 7 o — 17
Chicago o 3 3 7 — 13
Dall — FG Willis 27

Dall — E. Smith 1 run (Willis kick)

Chi — FG Butler 19
Chi — FG Butler 43
Dall — Novacek 3 pass from Beuerlein (Willis kick)
Chi  — Waddle 6 pass from Harbaugh (Butler kick)

1990

CHICAGO BEARS 16, NEW ORLEANS 6—Neal An-
derson collected 208 total yards to lead the Bears over
the Saints. Anderson helped Chicago control the ball by
carrying 27 times (to tie a club postseason record) for
166 yards and catching 4 passes for 42 yards. He also
completed a 22-yard pass to Ron Morris. The Bears
amassed 365 yards while limiting the Saints to 193
yards.

New Orleans 0O 3 0 3 — 6
Chi. Bears 3 7 3 3 — 16
Chi — FG Butler 19

Chi — Thornton 18 pass from Tomczak (Butler kick)
NO — FG Andersen 47

Chi — FG Butler 22

NO — FG Andersen 38
Chi — FG Butler 21

WASHINGTON 20, PHILADELPHIA 6—Mark Rypien’s
2 touchdown passes and a stellar defensive effort com-
bined to lift the Redskins over the Eagles. Rypien gave
Washington a 7-6 lead with a 16-yard scoring pass to
Art Monk. In the third quarter, Rypien capped the scor-
ing with a 2-yard toss to Gary Clark. The Redskins’ de-
fense kept the Eagles’ offense in check, limiting it to just
2 field goals and no touchdowns.

Washington 0o 10 10 0o — 20
Philadelphia 3 3 0 0 — 6
Phil  — FG Ruzek 37
Phil  — FG Ruzek 28

Wash — Monk 16 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)
Wash — FG Lohmiller 20

Wash — FG Lohmiller 19

Wash — Clark 2 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)

1989

LOS ANGELES RAMS 21, PHILADELPHIA 7—Jim
Everett threw 2 first-quarter touchdown passes to lead
the Rams. Los Angeles took a 14-0 lead midway
through the second quarter on Everett’s scoring strikes
to Henry Ellard (39 yards) and Damone Johnson (4
yards). After the Eagles halved the Rams’ lead with a
fourth-quarter touchdown, Los Angeles’s Greg Bell ran
7 yards for a touchdown that clinched the victory.
Everett completed 18 of 33 passes for 281 yards, while
Bell finished with 124 yards on 27 carries.

L.A. Rams 14 0 0 7 — 21
Philadelphia 0 0 0 7 — 7
LA  — Ellard 39 pass from Everett (Lansford kick)
LA — Johnson 4 pass from Everett (Lansford kick)
Phil  — Toney 1 run (Ruzek kick)

LA — Bell 7 run (Lansford kick)

1988

MINNESOTA 28, LOS ANGELES RAMS 17—Joey
Browner’s 2 first-quarter interceptions led to 14 points
that helped the Vikings defeat the Rams. Browner’s first
interception put Minnesota at its 27, and the Vikings
drove 73 yards for the game’s first score. Browner re-
turned his second interception to the Rams’ 17, setting
up Allen Rice’s 17-yard touchdown run. In the second
half, Alfred Anderson’s second touchdown run and
Wade Wilson’s 5-yard touchdown pass to Carl Hilton
put the game out of reach.
L.A. Rams o 7 3 7 — 17
Minnesota 14 0 7 7 — 28
Minn — A. Anderson 7 run (C. Nelson kick)
Minn — Rice 17 run (C. Nelson kick)
Rams — D. Johnson 3 pass from Everett

(Lansford kick)
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Minn — A. Anderson 1 run (C. Nelson kick)

Rams — FG Lansford 43

Minn — Hilton 5 pass from Wilson (C. Nelson kick)
Rams — Holohan 11 pass from Everett (Lansford kick)

1987

MINNESOTA 44, NEW ORLEANS 10—The Vikings
completely dominated the Saints en route to an easy
victory. Minnesota’s offense gained 417 yards and held
a time-of-possession advantage of 41:18 to 18:42, while
its defense limited New Orleans to 149 total yards and
forced 6 turnovers (4 interceptions, 2 fumbles). The
Vikings’ Anthony Carter caught 6 passes for 79 yards,
including a 10-yard touchdown. Carter also set an NFL
postseason record by returning a punt 84 yards for a
touchdown.

Minnesota 10 21 3 10 — 44
New Orleans 7 3 0 o — 10
NO — Martin 10 pass from Hebert (Andersen kick)
Minn — FG C. Nelson 42

Minn — Carter 84 punt return (C. Nelson kick)

Minn — Jordan 5 pass from W. Wilson (C. Nelson kick)
Minn — Carter 10 pass from Rice (C. Nelson kick)

NO — FG Andersen 40

Minn — Jones 44 pass from W. Wilson (C. Nelson kick)
Minn — FG C. Nelson 32

Minn — FG C. Nelson 19

Minn — Dozier 8 run (C. Nelson kick)

1986
WASHINGTON 19, LOS ANGELES RAMS 7—The
Redskins forced 6 turnovers to defeat the Rams. Los
Angeles outgained Washington 324 yards to 228, but 4
fumbles and 2 interceptions thwarted the Rams all day.
Led by George Rogers, who rushed for 115 yards on 29
carries, the Redskins turned the Rams’ errors into
points. Jess Atkinson kicked 4 field goals, and Jay
Schroeder threw a 14-yard pass to Kelvin Bryant for
Washington’s only touchdown. Eric Dickerson led the
Rams with 158 rushing yards on 26 carries.
L.A. Rams 0o o0 0 7 — 7
Washington 10 3 3 3 — 19
Wash — FG Atkinson 25
Wash — Bryant 14 pass from Schroeder

(Atkinson kick)
Wash — FG Atkinson 20
Wash — FG Atkinson 38
Rams — House 12 pass from Everett (Lansford kick)
Wash — FG Atkinson 19

1985

NEW YORK GIANTS 17, SAN FRANCISCO 3—A bal-
anced offense and a ferocious defense combined to lift
the Giants over the 49ers. Terry Kinard’s interception
set up the game’s first touchdown on an 18-yard pass
from Phil Simms to Mark Bavaro. Simms’s 3-yard touch-
down pass to Don Hasselbeck in the third quarter con-
cluded the scoring. New York’s offense rushed for 174
yards and passed for 181, while its defense recorded 4
sacks and did not allow a touchdown.

San Francisco 0o 3 0 o — 3
N.Y. Giants 3 7 7 o — 17
NYG — FG Schubert 47

NYG — Bavaro 18 pass from Simms (Schubert kick)
SF — FG Wersching 21

NYG — Hasselbeck 3 pass from Simms (Schubert kick)

1984

NEW YORK GIANTS 16, LOS ANGELES RAMS 13—
The Giants took advantage of their opportunities to de-
feat the Rams. New York gained only 192 yards, but it
converted a Rams fumble into its only touchdown and
a 10-0 first-quarter lead. New York almost squandered
that lead, but in the fourth quarter, the Giants’ defense
stopped the Rams inside the 5-yard line, forcing Los
Angeles to accept a field goal instead of the go-ahead
touchdown. The Giants then stopped the Rams’ last-
gasp attempt for a tying field goal.

N.Y. Giants 10 0 6 0o — 16
L.A. Rams 0o 3 7 3 — 13
NYG — FG Haji-Sheikh 37

NYG — Carpenter 1 run (Haji-Sheikh kick)

Rams — FG Lansford 38

NYG — FG Haji-Sheikh 39

Rams — Dickerson 14 run (Lansford kick)
NYG — FG Haji-Sheikh 36
Rams — FG Lansford 22

1983
LOS ANGELES RAMS 24, DALLAS 17—Vince Ferra-
gamo fired 3 touchdown passes to lead the Rams’ vic-
tory. Ferragamo turned a 10-7 deficit into a 21-10 lead
by hitting Preston Dennard (16 yards) and George
Farmer (8 yards) for second-half scores. Both touch-
downs were set up by Dallas turnovers. Another inter-
ception set up Mike Lansford’s 20-yard field goal, which
made it 24-10. Dallas added a late touchdown to make
the final score 24-17. Danny White completed 32 of 53
passes for 330 yards in a losing effort.
L.A. Rams 7 0 7 10 — 24
Dallas 0o 7 3 7 — 17
Rams — D. Hill 18 pass from Ferragamo

(Lansford kick)
Dall — T. Hill 14 pass from D. White (Septien kick)
Dall — FG Septien 41
Rams — Dennard 16 pass from Ferragamo

(Lansford kick)
Rams — Farmer 8 pass from Ferragamo (Lansford kick)
Rams — FG Lansford 20
Dall — Cosbie 2 pass from D. White (Septien kick)

1982
WASHINGTON 31, DETROIT 7—Joe Theismann
passed for 3 touchdowns, John Riggins ran for 119
yards, and the Redskins’ defense forced 5 turnovers as
Washington easily defeated the Lions. Jeris White inter-
cepted 2 passes, including 1 he returned 77 yards for a
touchdown. After a field goal by Mark Moseley, Theis-
mann connected with Alvin Garrett on scoring passes
of 21, 21, and 27 yards. Garrett, playing for injured Art
Monk, caught 6 passes for 110 yards. Theismann com-
pleted 14 of 19 passes for 210 yards.
Detroit 0o o0 7 o — 7
Washington 10 14 7 0o — 31
Wash — White 77 interception return (Moseley kick)
Wash — FG Moseley 26
Wash — Garrett 21 pass from Theismann

(Moseley kick)
Wash — Garrett 21 pass from Theismann

(Moseley kick)
Wash — Garrett 27 pass from Theismann

(Moseley kick)
Det — Hill 15 pass from Hipple (Murray kick)

GREEN BAY 41, ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 16—The
Packers exploded behind Lynn Dickey’s 4 touchdown
passes to rout the Cardinals. After a Cardinals field
goal, Green Bay scored 28 unanswered points, with
three of the scores coming on passes by Dickey. In the
third quarter, Dickey and John Jefferson connected on
their second touchdown to put the game out of reach.
Dickey completed 17 of 23 passes for 260 yards. Jef-
ferson caught 6 passes for 148 yards. Neil Lomax led
the Cardinals by completing 32 of 51 passes for 385

yards.
St.L. Cardinals 3 6 0 7 — 16
Green Bay 7 21 10 3 — 4

StL.  — FG O’Donoghue 18

GB — Jefferson 60 pass from Dickey (Stenerud kick)

GB — Lofton 20 pass from Dickey (Stenerud kick)

GB — Ivery 2 run (Stenerud kick)

GB — Ivery 4 pass from Dickey (Stenerud kick)

St — Tilley 5 pass from Lomax (kick blocked)

GB — FG Stenerud 46

GB — Jefferson 7 pass from Dickey (Stenerud kick)

GB — FG Stenerud 34

StL — Shumann 18 pass from Lomax
(O’Donoghue kick)

DALLAS 30, TAMPA BAY 17—The Cowboys scored 14
fourth-quarter points to defeat the Buccaneers. Dallas
took a 23-17 lead with 13:21 remaining when rookie
Monty Hunter returned an interception 19 yards for a
touchdown. The Cowboys’ offense put the finishing
touches on the win with a 10-yard touchdown pass from
Danny White to Timmy Newsome with 3:33 left. White
passed for 312 yards to lead a Dallas offense that out-
gained Tampa Bay 456 to 218 but made enough mis-

takes to keep the game close.

Tampa Bay o 10 7 0o — 17
Dallas 6 7 3 14 — 30
Dall — FG Septien 33
Dall — FG Septien 33
TB — Green 60 fumble recovery return
(Capece kick)
TB — FG Capece 32
Dall — Springs 6 pass from D. White (Septien kick)

Dall — FG Septien 19
TB — G. Jones 49 pass from Williams
(Capece kick)
— Hunter 19 interception return (Septien kick)
— Newsome 10 pass from D. White
(Septien kick)

Dall
Dall

MINNESOTA 30, ATLANTA 24—Ted Brown ran 5
yards for a touchdown with 1:44 remaining to lift the
Vikings over the Falcons. Although Atlanta’s offense did
not score a touchdown, the Falcons were in a position
to win thanks to touchdowns from a blocked punt, an
interception, and a fake field goal. But Minnesota’s
Tommy Kramer led a 72-yard drive that culminated with
Brown’s winning run. Kramer passed for 253 yards and
Brown finished with 81 rushing yards.

Atlanta 7 0 14 3 — 24
Minnesota 3 10 3 14 — 30
Atl  — Rogers recovered blocked punt in end zone

(Luckhurst kick)
Minn — FG Danmeier 33
Minn — White 36 pass from Kramer (Danmeier kick)
Minn — FG Danmeier 30
Atl  — Luckhurst 17 run (Luckhurst kick)
Atl  — Glazebrook 35 interception return
(Luckhurst kick)
Minn — FG Danmeier 39
Minn — McCullum 11 pass from Kramer
(Danmeier kick)

Atl  — FG Luckhurst 41
Minn — Brown 5 run (Danmeier kick)
1981

NEW YORK GIANTS 27, PHILADELPHIA 21—The Gi-
ants built a 27-7 lead, then withstood an Eagles rally to
win. New York recovered a fumble to set up its first
score, then drove 62 yards for another score on Scott
Brunner’s second touchdown pass of the day. The Ea-
gles fumbled the ensuing kickoff, and Mark Haynes re-
covered it in the end zone for a 20-0 New York lead.
Brunner added his third scoring strike before halftime.
The Eagles scored with 2:51 left to close the gap to
27-21, but New York ran out the clock behind Rob Car-
penter, who finished with 161 rushing yards.
N.Y. Giants 2 7 0 o0 — 27
Philadelphia 0o 7 7 7 — 21
NYG — Bright 9 pass from Brunner (kick failed)
NYG — Mistler 10 pass from Brunner (Danelo kick)
NYG — Haynes recovered fumble in end zone
(Danelo kick)
— Carmichael 15 pass from Jaworski
(Franklin kick)
NYG — Mullady 22 pass from Brunner (Danelo kick)

Phil

Phil — Montgomery 6 run (Franklin kick)
Phil  — Montgomery 1 run (Franklin kick)
1980

DALLAS 34, LOS ANGELES RAMS 13—The Cowboys
scored on their first three possessions of the second half
to turn a tie game into a runaway. The Rams took a 13-6
lead on Vince Ferragamo’s 21-yard scoring pass to Pre-
ston Dennard. But it was all Cowboys after that, as Tony
Dorsett ran 12 yards for the tying score before halftime.
Cowboys quarterback Danny White then fired second-
half touchdown passes to Dorsett, Butch Johnson, and
Drew Pearson as Dallas pulled away. Dorsett set a club
playoff record with 160 rushing yards.

Los Angeles 6 7 0 o — 13
Dallas 3 10 14 7 — 34
Dall — FG Septien 28

Rams — Thomas 1 run (kick blocked)

Dall — FG Septien 29

Rams — Dennard 21 pass from Ferragamo
(Corral kick)

Dall — Dorsett 12 run (Septien kick)
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Dall — Dorsett 10 pass from White (Septien kick)
Dall — Johnson 35 pass from White (Septien kick)
Dall — D. Pearson 11 pass from White (Septien kick)
1979

PHILADELPHIA 27, CHICAGO BEARS 17—Ron Ja-
worski fired 3 touchdown passes, including 2 in the sec-
ond half, to rally the Eagles over the Bears. Jaworski hit
Harold Carmichael for a 17-yard touchdown that
opened the scoring. Jaworski and Carmichael hooked
up again for a 29-yard touchdown that tied the game at
17-17. In the fourth quarter, Bobby Howard ended a
Bears threat with an interception in the end zone. Ja-
worski then led the Eagles 80 yards to the tie-breaking
score, the last 63 coming on a pass to Billy Campfield.

Chi. Bears 7 10 0 0 — 17
Philadelphia 7 3 7 10 — 27
Phil — Carmichael 17 pass from Jaworski

(Franklin kick)
Chi  — Payton 2 run (Thomas kick)
Phil — FG Franklin 29
Chi  — Payton 1 run (Thomas kick)
Chi — FG Thomas 30

Phil — Carmichael 29 pass from Jaworski
(Franklin kick)

Phil — Campfield 63 pass from Jaworski
(Franklin kick)

Phil  — FG Franklin 34

1978

ATLANTA 14, PHILADELPHIA 13—In a year of mira-
cles for the Falcons, Atlanta produced another come-
from-behind finish to defeat the Eagles. Trailing 13-0,
Steve Bartkowski completed 4 of 6 passes for 88 yards
to lead the Falcons to their first touchdown. Atlanta got
the ball back, and Bartkowski hit 3 of 4 passes, includ-
ing a 37-yard scoring pass to Wallace Francis with 1:39
left. The Falcons dodged a bullet when the Eagles
missed a 34-yard field goal with 13 seconds left.
Bartkowski completed 18 of 32 passes for 243 yards.

Philadelphia 6 0 7 o — 13
Atlanta 0o o0 0o 14 — 14
Phil — Carmichael 13 pass from Jaworski

(kick failed)
Phil — Montgomery 1 run (Michel kick)
Atl  — Mitchell 20 pass from Bartkowski

(Mazzetti kick)
Atl  — Francis 37 pass from Bartkowski

(Mazzetti kick)
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NFC WILD CARD RECORDS

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games Played
9 Randall McDaniel, Minnesota, 1988, 1992-94, 1996-97, 1999;
Tampa Bay, 2000-01

SCORING
Most Points, Game
18 Alvin Garrett, Washington vs. Detroit, 1982 (3-td)

Sterling Sharpe, Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1993 (3-td)
Willie Jackson, New Orleans vs. St.L. Rams, 2000 (3-td)
Amani Toomer, N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 2002 (3-td)
Shaun Alexander, Seattle vs. Green Bay, 2003 (OT) (3-td)
Randall Cobb, Green Bay vs. N.Y. Giants, 2016 (3-td)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
3 Alvin Garrett, Washington vs. Detroit, 1982 (3-p)

Sterling Sharpe, Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1993 (3-p)
Willie Jackson, New Orleans vs. St.L. Rams, 2000 (3-p,
Amani Toomer, N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 2002 (3-p)
Shaun Alexander, Seattle vs. Green Bay, 2003 (OT) (3-r)
Randall Cobb, Green Bay vs. N.Y. Giants, 2016 (3-p)

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdown, Game
7 Gary Anderson, Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995 (7-att)

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
5 Brad Daluiso, N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1997
John Kasay, Carolina vs. Dallas, 2003
Graham Gano, Carolina vs. New Orleans, 2017
Most Field Goals, Game
5 Brad Daluiso, N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1997
John Kasay, Carolina vs. Dallas, 2003
Longest Field Goal
58 Graham Gano, Carolina vs. New Orleans, 2017

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
33 Rob Carpenter, N.Y. Giants vs. Philadelphia, 1981
Rodney Hampton, N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1993

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
169 Barry Sanders, Detroit vs. Green Bay, 1993
Longest Run From Scrimmage
74  Adrian Murrell, Arizona vs. Dallas, 1998

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
3 Shaun Alexander, Seattle vs. Green Bay, 2003 (OT)

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Passes Attempted, Game
60 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. Seattle, 2010

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game
39 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. Seattle, 2010
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
87.9  Kurt Warner, Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2009 (29-33) (OT)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
466 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
Longest Pass Completion
80 Drew Brees (to Ted Ginn), New Orleans vs. Carolina, 2017

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Passes, Game
5 Kurt Warner, Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2009 (OT)

HAD INTERCEPTED
Most Attempts Without Interception, Game
60 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. Seattle, 2010

Most Passes Had Intercepted, Game
4 Scott Mitchell, Detroit vs. Philadelphia, 1995
Brad Johnson, Tampa Bay vs. Philadelphia, 2001
Brett Favre, Green Bay vs. Minnesota, 2004

PASS RECEIVING
RECEPTIONS
Most Receptions, Game
12 Darrell Jackson, Seattle vs. St.L. Rams, 2004
Calvin Johnson, Detroit vs. New Orleans, 2011

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
211 Calvin Johnson, Detroit vs. New Orleans, 2011
Longest Reception
80 Ted Ginn (from Drew Brees), New Orleans vs. Carolina, 2017

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Receptions, Game
3 Alvin Garrett, Washington vs. Detroit, 1982
Sterling Sharpe, Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1993
Willie Jackson, New Orleans vs. St.L. Rams, 2000
Amani Toomer, N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 2002
Randall Cobb, Green Bay vs. N.Y. Giants, 2016

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Interceptions By, Game
2 Accomplished 11 times. Last: Jabari Greer, New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

101  George Teague, Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1993
Longest Return

101  George Teague, Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1993

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Accomplished 14 times. Last: Asante Samuel, Philadelphia vs. Minnesota, 2008

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
9 Mike Michel, Philadelphia vs. Atlanta, 1978
Kelly Goodburn, Washington vs. Philadelphia, 1990
Drew Butler, Arizona vs. Carolina, 2014
Longest Punt
66 Johnny Hekker, L.A. Rams vs. Atlanta, 2017

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punt Average, Game (4 Punts)
51.6 Matt Bosher, Atlanta vs. L.A. Rams, 2017 (5-258)

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
6 Anthony Carter, Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987
Nate Burleson, Seattle vs. Washington, 2007

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
143  Anthony Carter, Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987
Longest Return
84  Anthony Carter, Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Anthony Carter, Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987
Antonio Freeman, Green Bay vs. Atlanta, 1995

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
7 Reggie Brown, Atlanta vs. Minnesota, 1982
Roell Preston, Green Bay vs. San Francisco, 1998
Michael Bates, Dallas vs. Carolina, 2003

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
194  Roell Preston, Green Bay vs. San Francisco, 1998
Longest Return
93 Miles Austin, Dallas vs. Seattle, 2006

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Miles Austin, Dallas vs. Seattle, 2006
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TEAM RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games

16 Philadelphia, 1978-79, 1981, 1989-1990, 1992, 1995-96, 2000-01, 2006,

2008-2010, 2013, 2018
Green Bay, 1982, 1993-95, 1998, 2001-04, 2009-2010, 2012-13, 2015-16

Most Games Won

10 Green Bay, 1982, 1993-95, 2001, 2003, 2010, 2012, 2015-16
Most Games Lost

9 Detroit, 1982, 1993-95, 1997, 1999, 2011, 2014, 2016

SCORING
POINTS
Most Points, Game
58 Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995
Fewest Points, Game
0 Philadelphia vs. San Francisco, 1996
N.Y. Giants vs. Carolina, 2005
Most Points, Both Teams, Game
96 Arizona (51) vs. Green Bay (45), 2009 (OT)
Fewest Points, Both Teams, Game
14  Philadelphia (0) vs. San Francisco (14), 1996
Most Points, By Quarter
1st: 20 N.Y. Giants vs. Philadelphia, 1981
2nd: 31 Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995
3rd: 14 12 times. Most recent: Carolina vs. Arizona, 2014
4th: 26  Philadelphia vs. New Orleans, 1992
OT: 6 Green Bay vs. Seattle, 2003
Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2009 (OT)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
7 Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995
Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2009 (OT)
Fewest Touchdowns, Game
0 San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1985
Philadelphia vs. Washington, 1990
New Orleans vs. Chi. Bears, 1990
Philadelphia vs. San Francisco, 1996
Tampa Bay vs. Philadelphia, 2000
Tampa Bay vs. Philadelphia, 2001
N.Y. Giants vs. Carolina, 2005
Atlanta vs. N.Y. Giants, 2011
Minnesota vs. Seattle, 2015
Detroit vs. Seattle, 2016
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
13  Arizona (7) vs. Green Bay (6), 2009 (OT)
Fewest Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
1 New Orleans (0) vs. Chi. Bears (1), 1990
Minnesota (0) vs. Seattle (1), 2015

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdowns, Game
7 Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995
Most Points After Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
12 Arizona (6) vs. Green Bay (6), 2009 (OT)

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals, Game
5 N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1997
Carolina vs. Dallas, 2003
Most Field Goals, Both Teams, Game
8 N.Y. Giants (5) vs. Minnesota (3), 1997
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
5 N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1997
Carolina vs. Dallas, 2003
Carolina vs. New Orleans, 2017
Most Field Goals Attempted, Both Teams, Game
9 N.Y. Giants (5) vs. Minnesota (4), 1997

FIRST DOWNS
Most First Downs, Game
34 New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
Fewest First Downs, Game
8 Tampa Bay vs. Dallas, 1982
Arizona vs. Carolina, 2014
Most First Downs, Both Teams, Game
62 Green Bay (32) vs. Arizona (30), 2009 (OT)
Fewest First Downs, Both Teams, Game
26 Dallas (10) vs. Carolina (16), 2003
Washington (9) vs. Tampa Bay (17), 2005

NET YARDS GAINED RUSHING AND PASSING
Most Net Yards Gained, Game

626 New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
Fewest Net Yards Gained, Game

78 Arizona vs. Carolina, 2014
Most Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
1,088 New Orleans (626) vs. Detroit (412), 2011

Fewest Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game

363 Washington (120) vs. Tampa Bay (243), 2005

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
50 Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987
Fewest Attempts, Game
10 Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 1995
Detroit vs. Washington, 1999
Detroit vs. New Orleans, 2011
Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game
75 Washington (41) vs. L.A. Rams (34), 1986
Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game
39 Atlanta (10) vs. Green Bay (29), 1995

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
338 Dallas vs. L.A. Rams, 1980
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
-4 Detroit vs. Green Bay, 1994
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
430 Dallas (338) vs. L.A. Rams (92), 1980
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
77 Detroit (-4) vs. Green Bay (81), 1994
Longest Gain
74  Arizonavs. Dallas, 1998

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
3 Minnesota vs. L.A. Rams, 1988
Dallas vs. Minnesota, 1996
Seattle vs. Green Bay, 2003 (OT)
New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
5 Seattle (3) vs. Green Bay (2), 2003 (OT)

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
61 Minnesota vs. Chi. Bears, 1994
Fewest Attempts, Game
14 N.Y. Giants vs. Philadelphia, 1981
Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game
95 New Orleans (60) vs. Seattle (35), 2010
Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game
38 N.Y. Giants (14) vs. Philadelphia (24), 1981

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game
39 New Orleans vs. Seattle, 2010
Fewest Passes Completed, Game
6 Minnesota vs. Washington, 1992
Most Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game
61 New Orleans (39) vs. Seattle (22), 2010
New Orleans (33) vs. Detroit (28), 2011
Fewest Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game
22 N.Y. Giants (9) vs. Philadelphia (13), 1981
L.A. Rams (9) vs. Washington (13), 1986
Minnesota (6) vs. Washington (16), 1992

COMPLETION PERCENTAGE
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
87.9 Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2009 (29-33) (OT)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
28.6 Tampa Bay vs. Dallas, 1982 (8-28)
Highest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
76.0 Arizona (87.9) vs. Green Bay (66.7), 2009 (57-75) (OT)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
40.0 New Orleans (32.4) vs. Chi. Bears (50.0), 1990 (24-60)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
459 New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
25 Washington vs. Tampa Bay, 2005
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Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
839 New Orleans (459) vs. Detroit (380), 2011
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
193 Washington (25) vs. Tampa Bay (168), 2005
Longest Gain
80 New Orleans vs. Carolina, 2017

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
5  Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2009 (OT)
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
9 Arizona (5) vs. Green Bay (4), 2009 (OT)

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Passes Intercepted By, Game
6 Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995
Most Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
6 Dallas (3) vs. L.A. Rams (3), 1980
Philadelphia (6) vs. Detroit (0), 1995
Fewest Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
0 L.A.Ramsvs. N.Y. Giants, 1984
N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1993
Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1994
Atlanta vs. N.Y. Giants, 2011
Washington vs. Green Bay, 2015
Seattle vs. Detroit, 2016
L.A. Rams vs. Atlanta, 2017

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
135 Seattle vs. Washington, 2007
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
137  Seattle (135) vs. Washington (2), 2007
Longest Return
101  Green Bay vs. Detroit, 1993

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
2 Philadelphia vs. Detroit, 1995
Seattle vs. Washington, 2007

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
9 Philadelphia vs. Atlanta, 1978
Philadelphia vs. L.A. Rams, 1989
Washington vs. Philadelphia, 1990
Arizona vs. Carolina, 2014
Fewest Punts, Game
0 St.L. Cardinals vs. Green Bay, 1982
New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
Most Punts, Both Teams, Game
16  Philadelphia (9) vs. Atlanta (7), 1978
Philadelphia (9) vs. L.A. Rams (7), 1989
Washington (9) vs. Philadelphia (7), 1990
Fewest Punts, Both Teams, Game
1 St.L. Cardinals (0) vs. Green Bay (1), 1982

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punting Average, Game (4 Punts)
51.6 Atlanta vs. L.A. Rams, 2017
Lowest Punting Average, Game (4 Punts)
31.3 Washington vs. Detroit, 1982
Highest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game (4 Punts)
51.0 New Orleans (54.0) vs. Atlanta (42.0), 1991
Lowest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game (4 Punts)
28.2 Green Bay (0.0) vs. Atlanta (33.8), 2002

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
6 Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987
Seattle vs. Washington, 2007
Dallas vs. Seattle, 2018
Fewest Punt Returns, Game
0 By many teams. Last: Chi. Bears vs. Philadelphia, 2018
Most Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
9 Washington (5) vs. Philadelphia (4), 1990
Dallas (6) vs. Seattle (3), 2018
Fewest Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
0 Green Bay vs. St.L. Cardinals, 1982

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
143 Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987

Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
143 Minnesota (143) vs. New Orleans (0), 1987
Longest Return
84 Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
10 Detroit vs. Philadelphia, 1995
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Game
0 Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 1987
Arizona vs. Dallas, 1998
New Orleans vs. Carolina, 2017
Carolina vs. New Orleans, 2017
Most Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game
14  Detroit (10) vs. Philadelphia (4), 1995
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game
0 Carolina vs. New Orleans, 2017

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
194  Green Bay vs. San Francisco, 1998
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
322 Green Bay (194) vs. San Francisco (128), 1998
Longest Return
93 Dallas vs. Seattle, 2006

NFC WILD CARD GAME TOP PERFORMANCES
RUSHING YARDS
169 Barry Sanders, Detroit vs. Green Bay, 1993
161 Rob Carpenter, N.Y. Giants vs. Philadelphia, 1981
161 Rodney Hampton, N.Y. Giants vs. Minnesota, 1993
161 Thomas Rawls, Seattle vs. Detroit, 2016
160 Tony Dorsett, Dallas vs. L.A. Rams, 1980
PASSING YARDS
466 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. Detroit, 2011
423 Aaron Rodgers, Green Bay vs. Arizona, 2009 (OT)
404 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. Seattle, 2010
385 Neil Lomax, St.L. Cardinals vs. Green Bay, 1982
380 Matthew Stafford, Detroit vs. New Orleans, 2011
RECEPTIONS
12 Darrell Jackson, Seattle vs. St.L. Rams, 2004
12 Calvin Johnson, Detroit vs. New Orleans, 2011
11 Amp Lee, Minnesota vs. Chi. Bears, 1994
11 Roddy White, Atlanta vs. Arizona, 2008
11 Doug Baldwin, Seattle vs. Detroit, 2016
10 Brett Perriman, Detroit vs. Green Bay, 1993
10 Steve Smith, Carolina vs. N.Y. Giants, 2005
10 Antwaan Randle El, Washington vs. Seattle, 2007
10  Allen Robinson, Chi. Bears vs. Philadelphia, 2018
RECEIVING YARDS
211 Calvin Johnson, Detroit vs. New Orleans, 2011
177  Terrell Owens, San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 2002
163 Raghib Ismail, Dallas vs. Minnesota, 1999
159 Amp Lee, Minnesota vs. Chi. Bears, 1994
159 Jermichael Finley, Green Bay vs. Arizona, 2009 (OT)
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AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS
Season Date
2018 Jan. 13
Jan. 12
2017 Jan. 14
Jan. 13
2016 Jan. 15
Jan. 14
2015 Jan. 17
Jan. 16
2014 Jan. 11
Jan. 10
2013 Jan. 12
Jan. 11
2012 Jan. 13
Jan. 12
2011 Jan. 15
Jan. 14
2010 Jan. 16
Jan. 15
2009 Jan. 17
Jan. 16
2008 Jan. 11
Jan. 10
2007 Jan. 12
Jan. 13
2006 Jan. 14
Jan. 13
2005 Jan. 15
Jan. 14
2004 Jan. 16
Jan. 15
2003 Jan. 11
Jan. 10
2002 Jan. 12
Jan. 11
2001 Jan. 20
Jan. 19
2000 Jan.7
Jan. 6
1999 Jan. 16
Jan. 15
1998 Jan. 10
Jan. 9
1997 Jan. 4
Jan. 3
1996 Jan. 5
Jan. 4
1995 Jan. 7
Jan. 6
1994 Jan. 8
Jan. 7
1993 Jan. 16
Jan. 15
1992 Jan. 10
Jan. 9
1991 Jan.5
Jan. 4
1990 Jan. 13
Jan. 12
1989 Jan. 7
Jan. 6
1988 Jan. 1
Dec. 31
1987 Jan. 10
Jan. 9
1986 Jan. 4
Jan. 3
1985 Jan. 5
Jan. 4
1984 Dec. 30
Dec. 29
1983 Jan. 1
Dec. 31
1982 Jan. 16
Jan. 15
1981 Jan. 3
Jan. 2
1980 Jan. 4
Jan. 3
1979 Dec. 30
Dec. 29

Winner (Share)

New England ($29,000)
Kansas City ($29,000)
Jacksonville ($28,000)
New England ($28,000)
Pittsburgh ($27,000)
New England ($27,000)
Denver ($25,000)

New England ($25,000)
Indianapolis ($24,000)
New England ($24,000)
Denver ($23,000)

New England ($23,000)
New England ($22,000)
Balt. Ravens ($22,000)
Balt. Ravens ($22,000)
New England ($22,000)
N.Y. Jets ($21,000)
Pittsburgh ($21,000)
N.Y. Jets ($21,000)
Indianapolis ($21,000)
Pittsburgh ($20,000)
Balt. Ravens ($20,000)
New England ($20,000)
S.D. Chargers ($20,000)
New England ($19,000)
Indianapolis ($19,000)
Pittsburgh ($19,000)
Denver ($19,000)

New England ($18,000)
Pittsburgh ($18,000)
Indianapolis ($18,000)
New England ($18,000)
Oakland ($17,000)
Tennessee ($17,000)
Pittsburgh ($17,000)
New England ($17,000)
Balt. Ravens ($16,000)
Oakland ($16,000)
Tennessee ($16,000)
Jacksonville ($16,000)
N.Y. Jets ($15,000)
Denver ($15,000)
Denver ($15,000)
Pittsburgh ($15,000)
New England ($14,000)
Jacksonville ($14,000)
Indianapolis ($13,000)
Pittsburgh ($13,000)
S.D. Chargers ($12,000)
Pittsburgh ($12,000)
Kansas City ($12,000)
Buffalo ($12,000)
Miami ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)
Denver ($10,000)

L.A. Raiders ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)
Denver ($10,000)

Cle. Browns ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)
Cincinnati ($10,000)
Denver ($10,000)

Cle. Browns ($10,000)
Denver ($10,000)

Cle. Browns ($10,000)
New England ($10,000)
Miami ($10,000)
Pittsburgh ($10,000)
Miami ($10,000)

L.A. Raiders ($10,000)
Seattle ($10,000)
Miami ($10,000)

N.Y. Jets ($10,000)
Cincinnati ($5,000)
S.D. Chargers ($5,000)
Oakland ($5,000)

S.D. Chargers ($5,000)
Pittsburgh ($5,000)
Hou. Oilers ($5,000)

Loser (Share)

L.A. Chargers ($29,000)
Indianapolis ($29,000)
Pittsburgh ($28,000)
Tennessee ($28,000)
Kansas City ($27,000)
Hou. Texans ($27,000)
Pittsburgh ($25,000)
Kansas City ($25,000)
Denver ($24,000)

Balt. Ravens ($24,000)
S.D. Chargers ($23,000)
Indianapolis ($23,000)
Hou. Texans ($22,000)
Denver ($22,000)

Hou. Texans ($22,000)
Denver ($22,000)

New England ($21,000)
Balt. Ravens ($21,000)
S.D. Chargers ($21,000)
Balt. Ravens ($21,000)
S.D. Chargers ($20,000)
Tennessee ($20,000)
Jacksonville ($20,000)
Indianapolis ($20,000)
S.D. Chargers ($19,000)
Balt. Ravens ($19,000)
Indianapolis ($19,000)
New England ($19,000)
Indianapolis ($18,000)
N.Y. Jets ($18,000)
Kansas City ($18,000)
Tennessee ($18,000)
N.Y. Jets ($17,000)
Pittsburgh ($17,000)
Balt. Ravens ($17,000)
Oakland ($17,000)
Tennessee ($16,000)
Miami ($16,000)
Indianapolis ($16,000)
Miami ($16,000)
Jacksonville ($15,000)
Miami ($15,000)
Kansas City ($15,000)
New England ($15,000)
Pittsburgh ($14,000)
Denver ($14,000)
Kansas City ($13,000)
Buffalo ($13,000)
Miami ($12,000)

Cle. Browns ($12,000)
Hou. Oilers ($12,000)
L.A. Raiders ($12,000)
S.D. Chargers ($10,000)
Pittsburgh ($10,000)
Kansas City ($10,000)
Hou. Oilers ($10,000)
Cincinnati ($10,000)
Miami ($10,000)
Pittsburgh ($10,000)
Buffalo ($10,000)

Hou. Oilers ($10,000)
Seattle ($10,000)

Hou. Oilers ($10,000)
Indianapolis ($10,000)
New England ($10,000)
N.Y. Jets ($10,000)

L.A. Raiders ($10,000)
Cle. Browns ($10,000)
Denver ($10,000)
Seattle ($10,000)
Pittsburgh ($10,000)
Miami ($10,000)

S.D. Chargers ($10,000)
L.A. Raiders ($10,000)
Buffalo ($5,000)

Miami ($5,000)

Cle. Browns ($5,000)
Buffalo ($5,000)

Miami ($5,000)

S.D. Chargers ($5,000)

Score
41-28
31-13
45-42
35-14
18-16
34-16
23-16
27-20
24-13
35-31
2417
43-22
41-28
38-35*
20-13

Site
Foxborough
Kansas City
Pittsburgh
Foxborough
Kansas City
Foxborough
Denver
Foxborough
Denver
Foxborough
Denver
Foxborough
Foxborough
Denver
Baltimore
Foxborough
Foxborough
Pittsburgh
San Diego
Indianapolis
Pittsburgh
Nashville
Foxborough
Indianapolis
San Diego
Baltimore
Indianapolis
Denver
Foxborough
Pittsburgh
Kansas City
Foxborough
Oakland
Nashville
Pittsburgh
Foxborough
Nashville
Oakland
Indianapolis
Jacksonville
East Rutherford
Denver
Kansas City
Pittsburgh
Foxborough
Denver
Kansas City
Pittsburgh
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Houston
Buffalo
Miami
Pittsburgh
Buffalo
Denver

Los Angeles
Buffalo
Denver
Cleveland
Buffalo
Cincinnati
Denver
Cleveland
Denver
Cleveland
Los Angeles
Miami
Denver
Miami

Los Angeles
Miami
Miami

Los Angeles
Cincinnati
Miami
Cleveland
San Diego
Pittsburgh
San Diego

Includes Second-Round Playoff Games (1982), AFC Inter-Divisional Games (1969), and special playoff games to break ties for AFL Division Championships (1963, 1968).

Attendance
65,878
76,765
64,524
65,878
75,678
66,829
76,956
66,829
76,867
68,756
76,969
68,756
68,756
76,732
71,547
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2018

NEW ENGLAND 41, LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 28—
Sony Michel rushed for 129 yards and 3 touchdowns as
the Patriots advanced to their record eighth consecutive
AFC Championship Game. New England scored touch-
downs on five of its first six possessions and jumped to
a 35-7 lead with 1:43 left in the second quarter. The Pa-
triots outgained the Chargers 347-128 yards in the first
half. Both teams scored on their initial possession, the
Patriots on a 14-play, 83-yard drive and the Chargers
countered with a 43-yard touchdown pass from Philip
Rivers to Keenan Allen. New England then scored the
next 31 points. The Patriots scored on drives of 67, 58
and 87 yards to take a 28-7 lead. Then, when the Charg-
ers’ defense forced the Patriots to punt for the first time,
Desmond King muffed the punt. Albert McClellan re-
covered at the Chargers’ 35, and Michel scored four
plays later for a 35-7 lead. The Patriots’ defense forced
a three-and-out to begin the second half and Stephen

Kansas City a 17-0 lead. Najee Goode’s blocked punt
was recovered by Zach Pascal with 5:56 left in the half
to get the Colts on the board, but the Chiefs responded
with a 10-play, 75-yard drive, capped by Patrick Ma-
homes’ 4-yard run, for a 24-7 lead. Adam Vinatieri
missed a short field goal just before halftime, and late in
the third quarter Darius Leonard recovered a fumble at
the Chiefs’ 20, only to have Dee Ford force Andrew Luck
to fumble two plays later and squelch the scoring
chance. Luck’s 29-yard touchdown pass to T.Y. Hilton
with 5:31 left pulled the Colts to within 11 points, and the
defense forced a punt, but Goode, trying for his second
block of the game, was flagged for running into the kick-
er with 3:32 left. Four plays later, Darrel Williams scored
with 2:23 remaining. Mahomes, making his first post-
season start, completed 27 of 41 for 278 yards. Damien
Williams rushed 25 times for 129 yards, and Travis Kelce
added 7 catches for 108 yards. Luck was 19 of 36 for
203 yards and 1 touchdown.

Season Date Winner (Share) Loser (Share) Score Site Attendance
1978 Dec. 31 Hou. Oilers ($5,000) New England ($5,000) 31-14 Foxborough 60,735
Dec. 30 Pittsburgh ($5,000) Denver ($5,000) 33-10 Pittsburgh 50,230
1977 Dec. 24 Oakland ($5,000) Balt. Colts ($5,000) 37-31* Baltimore 59,925
Dec. 24 Denver ($5,000) Pittsburgh ($5,000) 34-21 Denver 75,059
1976 Dec. 19 Pittsburgh ($) Balt. Colts ($) 40-14 Baltimore 59,296
Dec. 18 Oakland ($) New England ($) 24-21 Oakland 53,050
1975 Dec. 28 Oakland ($) Cincinnati ($) 31-28 Oakland 53,030
Dec. 27 Pittsburgh ($) Balt. Colts ($) 28-10 Pittsburgh 49,557
1974 Dec. 22 Pittsburgh ($) Buffalo ($) 32-14 Pittsburgh 49,841
Dec. 21 Oakland ($) Miami ($) 28-26 Oakland 53,023
1973 Dec. 23 Miami ($) Cincinnati ($) 34-16 Miami 78,928
Dec. 22 Oakland ($) Pittsburgh (3$) 33-14 Oakland 52,646
1972 Dec. 24 Miami ($) Cle. Browns ($) 20-14 Miami 78,916
Dec. 23 Pittsburgh ($) Oakland ($) 13-7 Pittsburgh 50,327
1971 Dec. 26 Balt. Colts ($) Cle. Browns ($) 20-3 Cleveland 70,734
Dec. 25 Miami ($) Kansas City ($) 27-24* Kansas City 45,822
1970 Dec. 27 Oakland ($) Miami ($) 21-14 Oakland 52,594
Dec. 26 Balt. Colts ($) Cincinnati ($) 17-0 Baltimore 49,694
1969 Dec. 21 Oakland ($) Hou. Oilers ($) 56-7 Oakland 53,539
Dec. 20 Kansas City ($) N.Y. Jets ($) 13-6 New York 62,977
1968 Dec. 22 Oakland ($) Kansas City ($) 41-6 Oakland 53,605
1963 Dec. 28 Bos. Patriots ($) Buffalo ($) 26-8 Buffalo 33,044
*Overtime $ Players received 1/14 of annual salary for playoff appearances.

and on the next play, found Keelan Cole deep for a 45-
yard completion to set up Fournette’s third touchdown
for a 35-21 lead with 10:34 to play. Pittsburgh needed
just five plays to score on Antonio Brown’s 43-yard scor-
ing catch, but a 40-yard short pass from Bortles to Yel-
don on third down kept alive the ensuing drive and Tom-
my Bohanon’s 14-yard catch with 4:19 to play once
again stretched the lead to 14 points. Bell’s 8-yard run
with 2:18 to play cut the deficit to 42-35, but James
O’Shaughnessy recovered the ensuing onside kick and
Josh Lambo made a 45-yard field goal with 1:45 to play
for a 45-35 lead. Pittsburgh reached the 5-yard line with
47 seconds left but needed four plays to score with 1
second remaining. Bortles was 14 of 26 for 214 yards
and 1 touchdown. Fournette had 25 carries for 109
yards and 3 touchdowns. Roethlisberger was 37 of 58
for 469 yards and 5 touchdowns, with 1 interception.
Vance McDonald had 10 catches for 112 yards and
Brown had 7 receptions for 132 yards and 2 touch-

Gostkowski booted a 28-yard field goal for a 38-7 lead. | Indianapolis 6 7 0 6 — 13 downs.
After a Chargers touchdown, Gostkowski tacked on a | Kansas City 14 10 o0 7 — 3t Jacksonville 14 14 0 17 — 45
second field goal for a 41-14 advantage with 12:23 re- KC — Dam. Williams 10 run (Butker kick) Pittsburgh 0 14 7 21 — 42
maining. Rivers tossed two fourth-quarter touchdowns, KC — Hill 36 run (Butker kick) Jax — Fournette 1 run (Lambo kick)
including an 8-yard fade pass to Antonio Gates with 59 | KC — FG Butker 39 Jax — Fournette 18 run (Lambo kick)
seconds remaining, to finish the scoring. Brady com- Ind — Pascal blocked punt recovery in end zone Jax — Yeldon 4 run (Lambo kick)
pleted 34 of 44 for 343 yards and 1 touchdown. Michel (Vinatieri kick) Pitt — Brown 23 pass from Roethlisberger (Boswell
rushed 24 times for 129 yards. James White tied an NFL | KC — Mahomes 4 run (Butker kick) kick)
postseason-record with 15 catches, for 97 yards, and Ind — Hilton 29 pass from Luck (kick failed) Jax — Smith 50 fumble return (Lambo kick)
Julian Edelman added 9 receptions for 151 yards. KC — Dar. Williams 6 run (Butker kick) Pitt — Bryant 36 pass from Roethlisberger (Boswell
Rivers was 25 of 51 for 331 yards and 3 touchdowns, kick)
with 1 interception. 2017 Pitt — Bell 19 pass from Roethlisberger (Boswell
L.A. Chargers 7 0 7 14 — 28 JACKSONVILLE 45, PITTSBURGH 42—Leonard kick)
New England 14 21 3 3 — 41 Fournette rushed for 3 touchdowns and the Jaguars’ | Jax — Fournette 3 run (Lambo kick)
NE — Michel 1 run (Gostkowski kick) defense forced 2 key turnovers to propel Jacksonville to Pitt — Brown 43 pass from Roethlisberger (Boswell
LAC  — Allen 43 pass from Rivers (Badgley kick) its first AFC title game since 1999. On the game’s open- kick)
NE — Michel 14 run (Gostkowski kick) ing drive, Blake Bortles completed his first three passes | Jax — Bohanon 14 pass from Bortles (Lambo kick)
NE — Dorsett 15 pass from Brady (Gostkowski to set up Fournette’s 1-yard scoring run. Later in the first | Pitt — Bell 8 run (Boswell kick)

kick) quarter, Myles Jack intercepted a pass at the Steelers’ Jax — FG Lambo 45
NE — Burkhead 6 run (Gostkowski kick) 18. Fournette scored on the next play for a 14-0 lead. | Pitt — Smith-Schuster 4 pass from Roethlisberger
NE — Michel 5 run (Gostkowski kick) Pittsburgh answered by driving to the Jaguars’ 21, but (Boswell kick)
NE — FG Gostkowski 28 Jalen Ramsey and Malik Jackson stopped Le’Veon Bell
LAC  — Gordon 1 run (Badgley kick) on fourth-and-1. The Jaguars’ offense responded with | NEW ENGLAND 35, TENNESSEE 14—The Patriots’
NE — FG Gostkowski 30 an 11-play touchdown drive that culminated with T.J. defense registered 8 sacks, including 2 each by Geneo
LAC  — Green 1 pass from Rivers (Allen pass from Yeldon’s 4-yard run for a 21-0 lead with 11:31 leftin the | Grissom and Deatrich Wise, Jr., and Tom Brady passed

Rivers) second quarter. The Steelers scored on their next pos- | for 3 touchdowns to lead New England to victory. The
LAC — GQates 8 pass from Rivers (pass failed) session, forced a punt, and were driving again when | Titans struck first with a 95-yard drive that featured two

KANSAS CITY 31, INDIANAPOLIS 13—The Chiefs
maintained possession for nearly 40 minutes to post the
franchise’s first home playoff victory since 1993. Kansas
City outgained the Colts 274-91 in the first half, with the
Colts’ lone score coming on special teams, en route to
a 24-7 halftime edge. Sammy Watkins’ 34-yard catch
set up Damien Williams’ touchdown run less than five
minutes into the game. Tyreek Hill scored on a 36-yard
run on the Chiefs’ next drive, and Harrison Butker’s 39-
yard field goal on their third possession provided

Yannick Ngakoue sacked Ben Roethlisberger and
forced him to fumble. Telvin Smith picked up the ball
and ran 50 yards for a touchdown to give the Jaguars a
28-7 lead with 2:20 left in the half. The Steelers scored
bookend touchdowns around the half, with Bell's 19-
yard catch cutting the deficit to 28-21 with 9:09 left in the
third quarter. Early in the fourth quarter, faced once
again with fourth-and-1, the Steelers this time tried a
pass deep down the left side for JuJu Smith-Schuster,
but if fell incomplete. Three plays later, Bortles complet-
ed a key 11-yard pass to Margise Lee on third-and-8,

11-yard runs by Marcus Mariota to take a 7-0 lead. Dion
Lewis caught 3 passes on the next drive to set up James
White’s 5-yard scoring catch to tie the game early in the
second quarter. The Patriots’ defense forced a three-
and-out and White scored again, for the second time in
less than four minutes, for a 14-7 lead. Following anoth-
er Tennessee punt, Brady engineered a 91-yard drive
that was aided by an offside penalty on a fourth-and-5
from punt formation, and featured four catches by Dan-
ny Amendola and culminated with Chris Hogan’s 4-yard
touchdown grab for a 21-7 lead. A 27-yard pass to Rob
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Gronkowski set up Brandon Bolden’s 2-yard touch-
down run in the third quarter, and following a three-and-
out, the Patriots’ offense drove 90 yards and increased
the lead to 35-7 with Gronkowski’s 4-yard catch with
10:22 to play. Corey Davis’ second touchdown catch,
with 1:55 remaining, capped an 80-yard drive and fin-
ished the scoring. Brady was 35 of 53 for 337 yards and
3 touchdowns. Amendola had 11 receptions for 112
yards. Mariota was 22 of 37 for 254 yards and 2 touch-
downs.

Tennessee 7 0 0 7 — 14
New England 0o 21 7 7 — 35
Tenn — Davis 15 pass from Mariota (Succop kick)

NE — White 5 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — White 6 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — Hogan 4 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — Bolden 2 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — Gronkowski 4 pass from Brady (Gostkowski
kick)

Tenn — Davis 11 pass from Mariota (Succop kick)

2016

PITTSBURGH 18, KANSAS CITY 16—Chris Boswell
kicked 6 field goals, and the Steelers’ defense stopped
a late 2-point conversion attempt, to advance to the
AFC Championship Game for the first time in six years.
The Steelers began the game by driving to the Chiefs’ 4
and Boswell made a 22-yard field goal. The Steelers
kicked away from Tyreek Hill, but Demetrius Harris re-
turned the short kick 25 yards to the Chiefs’ 45. Alex
Smith took advantage and completed a 5-yard touch-
down pass to Albert Wilson for a 7-3 lead. A 52-yard
pass from Ben Roethlisberger to Antonio Brown on the
next possession led to Boswell’s second field goal, and
the kicker connected on a 36-yard kick with 9:23 left in
the half for a 9-7 lead. Ryan Shazier intercepted Smith
moments later and the Steelers drove to the Chiefs’ 5,
only to have Eric Berry intercept a Roethlisberger pass
for a touchback. Trailing 15-7 late in the third quarter,
Dustin Colquitt pinned Pittsburgh at its 2-yard line with
a punt. The Chiefs’ defense forced a punt that led to
Cairo Santos’ 48-yard field goal to cut the deficit to 15-10
entering the fourth quarter. Pittsburgh answered with
Boswell’s sixth field goal, with 9:49 to play. The Chiefs
then methodically drove 75 yards in 7:06, including 2
fourth-down conversion passes by Smith, and capped
by Spencer Ware’s 1-yard run with 2:43 to play to pull
within 18-16. Smith completed a 2-point conversion
pass to Harris, but tackle Eric Fisher was penalized for
holding pass-rusher James Harrison. Forced to go for a
2-point conversion from the 12-yard-line, Smith’s pass
for Jeremy Maclin fell incomplete. Roethlisberger’s 7-
yard pass to Brown on third-and-3 clinched the victory.
Roethlisberger was 20 of 31 for 224 yards with 1 inter-
ception. Le’Veon Bell rushed 30 times for 170 yards.
Brown had 6 receptions for 108 yards. Smith was 20 of
34 for 172 yards and 1 touchdown with 1 interception.

Pittsburgh 6 6 3 3 — 18
Kansas City 7 0 3 6 — 16
Pitt — FG Boswell 22

KC — Wilson 5 pass from Smith (Santos kick)
Pitt — FG Boswell 38

Pitt — FG Boswell 36

Pitt — FG Boswell 45

Pitt — FG Boswell 43

KC — FG Santos 48

Pitt — FG Boswell 43

KC — Ware 1 run (pass failed)

NEW ENGLAND 34, HOUSTON TEXANS 16—Dion
Lewis became the first player in NFL postseason histo-
ry to score a rushing, receiving, and kickoff return
touchdown in the same playoff game as the Patriots
pulled away from the Texans. Lewis’ 13-yard touch-
down catch began the scoring. The Texans answered
with a 62-yard drive that led to a Nick Novak field goal.
Lewis returned the ensuing kickoff 98 yards for a touch-
down and 14-3 lead. Early in the second quarter, A.J.
Bouye intercepted a Tom Brady pass at the Patriots’ 34
to set up Novak’s second field goal. Lewis fumbled
while returning the ensuing kickoff and the ball was re-
covered by Eddie Pleasant at the Patriots’ 12. Two plays
later Brock Osweiler tossed a 10-yard touchdown pass
to C.J. Fiedorowicz to cut the deficit to 14-13 with 10:49

left in the half. Brady completed a 48-yard pass to Ju-
lian Edelman to set up Stephen Gostkowski’s field goal
just before halftime for a 17-13 intermission lead. Edel-
man had 4 catches as part of a 90-yard drive in the third
quarter that culminated with James White’s 19-yard
scoring catch. Late in the quarter, Andre Hal intercept-
ed a Brady pass to set up Novak’s third field goal to pull
the Texans within 24-16 with 14:51 to play. The Texans’
defense forced a punt, but on Houston’s first play, Lo-
gan Ryan intercepted a pass and returned it to the Tex-
ans’ 6. Lewis’ 1-yard run two plays later gave New Eng-
land a 31-16 lead with 12:16 to play. Brady was 18 of 38
for 287 yards and 2 touchdowns with 2 interceptions.
Edelman had 8 receptions for 137 yards. Osweiler was
23 of 40 for 197 yards and 1 touchdown with 3 inter-

ceptions.

Hou. Texans 3 10 0 3 — 16

New England 14 3 7 10 — 34

NE — Lewis 13 pass from Brady (Gostkowski
kick)

Hou — FG Novak 33

NE — Lewis 98 kickoff return (Gostkowski kick)

Hou — FG Novak 27

Hou — Fiedorowicz 10 pass from Osweiler
(Novak kick)

NE — FG Gostkowski 19

NE — White 19 pass from Brady (Gostkowski
kick)

Hou — FG Novak 46

NE — Lewis 1 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — FG Gostkowski 43

2015

DENVER 23, PITTSBURGH 16—Brandon McManus
kicked five field goals and Bradley Roby forced a key
fourth-quarter fumble as Denver advanced to the AFC
Championship Game. The Broncos’ defense forced a
three-and-out to begin the game, and Omar Bolden re-
turned the ensuing punt 42 yards to set up McManus’
28-yard field goal. A 57-yard Brandon Colquitt punt
pinned the Steelers back to their 3-yard line. The Bron-
cos’ defense forced a punt, and gave Denver the ball at
the Steelers’ 31. Despite not getting a first down, Mc-
Manus made a 41-yard field goal and extended the lead
to 6-0. Pittsburgh responded with a five-play 80-yard
touchdown drive, highlighted by Martavis Bryant’s 23-
yard catch and 40-yard reverse, and capped by Fitzger-
ald Toussaint’s 1-yard run, for a 7-6 lead. The Steelers’
defense forced a punt and Ben Roethlisberger’s 58-yard
pass Darrius Heyward-Bey set up Chris Boswell’'s 43-
yard field goal and extended Pittsburgh’s lead to 10-6.
McManus made a 51-yard field goal as the second quar-
ter expired. An exchange of third quarter field goals gave
Pittsburgh a 13-12 lead entering the fourth quarter. With
9:52 to play, and Pittsburgh driving and at the Broncos’
31, Roby forced Toussaint to fumble and Demarcus
Ware recovered. Faced with third-and-12, Peyton Man-
ning completed a 31-yard pass to Bennie Fowler. C.J.
Anderson scored with 3:00 left and Manning completed
the 2-point conversion pass to Demaryius Thomas for a
20-13 lead. Ware sacked Roethlisberger on fourth down
with 1:49 left and McManus added a 45-yard field goal
with 53 seconds left for a 23-13 lead. The Steelers need-
ed just 34 seconds to get into field goal range and
Boswell made a 47-yard kick with 19 seconds left for a
23-16 lead. Anderson recovered the onside kick to se-
cure Denver’s victory. Manning was 21 of 37 for 222
yards. Roethlisberger, who had been injured the week
before, was 24 of 37 for 339 yards.

Pittsburgh 7 3 3 3 — 16
Denver 6 3 3 11 — 23
Den — FG McManus 28

Den — FG McManus 41

Pitt — Toussaint 1 run (Boswell kick)

Pitt — FG Boswell 43

Den — FG McManus 51

Pitt — FG Boswell 28

Den — FG McManus 41

Den — Anderson 1 run (Thomas pass from Manning)
Den — FG McManus 45

Pitt — FG Boswell 47

NEW ENGLAND 27, KANSAS CITY 20—Tom Brady
passed for 302 yards and 2 touchdown passes to Rob

Gronkowski as New England advanced to the AFC
Championship Game for the fifth consecutive year. The
Patriots drove 80 yards on the opening drive, capped by
Brady’s 8-yard touchdown pass to Gronkowski. The
Chiefs responded with a field goal, and trailed just 7-3
midway through the second quarter, but Brady engi-
neered a 98-yard touchdown drive, highlighted by a 42-
yard pass to Keshawn Martin and capped by Brady’s 1-
yard sneak for a 14-3 lead. The Chiefs trailed 14-6 and
drove to the Patriots’ 40 early in the second half, but
Chandler Jones forced a Knile Davis fumble, and Dont’a
Hightower recovered the ball. Brady was 4-for-4 on the
ensuing drive, capped by his 16-yard touchdown pass
to Gronkowski for a 21-6 lead. The Chiefs responded
with an 80-yard scoring drive that ended with Alex
Smith’s 10-yard touchdown pass to Albert Wilson to pull
within 21-13 with 2:12 left in the third quarter. The Patri-
ots answered with field goals on their next two posses-
sions for a 27-13 lead with 10:20 remaining. The Chiefs
drove to the Patriots’ 20 and with three minutes left
Smith completed a 19-yard pass to Wilson, with Mal-
colm Butler tackling him at the 1-yard line. Kansas City
had all three timeouts, but Charcandrick West lost a yard
on first down with 2:33 to play and the Chiefs did not run
another play before the two-minute warning. After a
penalty, Smith completed a pass to Jason Avant, who
was tackled at the 3-yard line. Another 33 seconds went
off the clock before Smith’s pass in the end zone drew a
penalty. Two plays later West scored, with 1:13 remain-
ing. Kansas City, still with three time outs, then attempt-
ed an onside kick that Gronkowski recovered. Brady
completed a 12-yard pass to Julian Edelman, which
bounced off of Tamba Hali and Gronkowski, to seal the
victory. Edelman had 10 receptions for 100 yards. Smith
was 29 of 50 for 246 yards and 1 touchdown.

Kansas City 3 3 7 7 — 20

New England 7 7 7 6 — 27

NE — Gronkowski 8 pass from Brady
(Gostkowski kick)

KC — FG Santos 34

NE — Brady 1 run (Gostkowsk kick)

KC — FG Santos 32

NE — Gronkowski 16 pass from Brady
(Gostkowski kick)

KC — Wilson 10 pass from Smith (Santos kick)

NE — FG Gostkowski 40

NE — FG Gostkowski 32

KC — West 1 run (Santos kick)

2014

INDIANAPOLIS 24, DENVER 13—Andrew Luck
passed for 2 touchdowns as the Colts’ defense thwart-
ed Denver’s high-powered offense. The Broncos drove
68 yards on their first possession, keyed by Peyton
Manning’s 32-yard pass to Julius Thomas, to take a 7-0
lead. However, Denver’s offense failed to pierce the end
zone the remainder of the game. The Colts tied the
score early in the second quarter on Daniel Herron’s 6-
yard run on a drive that featured 20- and 23-yard re-
ceptions by T.Y. Hilton. On the ensuing possession,
Jonathan Newsome sacked Manning and forced him to
fumble. Jerrell Freeman recovered at the Broncos’ 41
and Indianapolis capitalized as Luck tossed a 3-yard
touchdown to Dwayne Allen for a 14-7 lead. Bradley
Roby intercepted a long pass by Luck near midfield just
before halftime, setting up Connor Barth’s 45-yard field
goal to cut the deficit to 14-10 at halftime. The Broncos
began the second half with the ball but the Colts held
them to a three-and-out. Indianapolis’ offense respond-
ed with an 11-play, 72-yard drive, highlighted by Luck’s
32-yard pass to Coby Fleener on third-and-16, and
capped by his 15-yard touchdown pass to Hakeem
Nicks for a 21-10 lead. Barth made a 41-yard field goal
early in the fourth quarter to pull the Broncos to within
eight points. After an exchange of punts the Colts went
on a 13-play, 54-yard drive that consumed eight min-
utes and 14 seconds, capped by Adam Vinatieri’s
30-yard field goal with 4:06 to play. On fourth-and-8
from the Broncos’ 46, C.J. Anderson was stopped after
a 7-yard gain with 2:50 to play to end their final threat.
Luck was 27 of 43 for 265 yards and 2 touchdowns, with
2 interceptions. Manning was 26 of 46 for 211 yards and
1 touchdown.
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Indianapolis 0 14 7 3 — 24
Denver 7 3 0 3 — 13
Den — D. Thomas 1 pass from Manning (Barth kick)
Ind — Herron 6 run (Vinatieri kick)

Ind — Allen 3 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)

Den — FG Barth 45

Ind — Nicks 15 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)

Den — FG Barth 41

Ind — FG Vinatieri 30

NEW ENGLAND 35, BALTIMORE RAVENS 31—Tom
Brady passed for 3 touchdowns as the Patriots rallied
from a 14-point second-half deficit to advance to the
AFC Championship Game for the ninth time in 14 years.
The Ravens scored touchdowns on drives of 71 and 79
yards on their first two possessions, taking a 14-0 lead
on Joe Flacco’s 9-yard touchdown pass to Steve Smith,
Sr. The Patriots responded with a 78-yard drive, keyed
by Brady’s 46-yard pass to Rob Gronkowski on third-
and-8, and culminated with his 4-yard scoring scram-
ble. In the middle of the second quarter, Brady com-
pleted a 23-yard pass to Gronkowski on third-and-8 to
keep alive a 67-yard drive that ended with Danny Amen-
dola’s 15-yard game-tying touchdown catch. Daryl
Smith intercepted a Brady pass at the Ravens’ 43 with
1:03 left in the half to set up Owen Daniels’ 11-yard
touchdown catch with three seconds remaining to give
Baltimore a 21-14 halftime lead. The Ravens’ defense
forced a three-and-out to begin the second half. Flacco
responded with a 35-yard pass to Torrey Smith on
fourth-and-6 to set up Justin Forsett’s 16-yard touch-
down catch for a 28-14 lead with 10:22 left in the third
quarter. Brady completed seven of nine passes on the
next drive to pull the Patriots within seven points on
Gronkowski’s 5-yard scoring catch. The Patriots’ de-
fense forced a three-and-out and three plays later
Brady threw a lateral to Julian Edelman. The college
quarterback heaved a 51-yard touchdown pass to
Amendola to tie the game. The Ravens drove 16 plays
and 73 yards, consuming almost eight minutes off the
clock, but had to settle for Justin Tucker’s 25-yard field
goal with 10:17 to play. Brady completed eight of nine
passes on the ensuing drive and his 23-yard touch-
down pass to Brandon LaFell gave New England its first
lead, 35-31, with 5:13 remaining. The Ravens drove to
the Patriots’ 36, but Flacco’s long pass was intercepted
in the end zone by Duron Harmon with 1:39 remaining
to clinch the victory. Brady was 33 for 50 for 367 yards
and 3 touchdowns, with 1 interception. Gronkowski had
7 catches for 108 yards and a touchdown. Flacco was
28 of 45 for 292 yards and 4 touchdowns, with 2 inter-
ceptions. Forsett ran for 129 yards.

Balt. Ravens 14 7 7 3 — 31

New England 7 7 14 7 — 35

Balt — Aiken 19 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)

Balt — S. Smith, Sr. 9 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)

NE — Brady 4 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — Amendola 15 pass from Brady (Gostkowski
kick)

Balt — Daniels 11 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)

Balt — Forsett 16 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)

NE — Gronkowski 5 pass from Brady (Gostkowski
kick)

NE — Amendola 51 pass from Edelman (Gostkowski
kick)

Balt — FG Tucker 25

NE — LaFell 23 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)

2013

DENVER 24, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 17—Peyton
Manning passed for 2 touchdowns and the Denver
Broncos’ defense allowed just 69 total yards in the first
three quarters en route to victory. The Broncos scored
a pair of touchdowns in the first half, on drives covering
seven minutes, one second and five minutes, 13 sec-
onds. On their other two possessions, the Broncos
were stopped by turnovers, including Donald Butler’'s
interception in the end zone for a touchback with 30
seconds left in the half to keep the score at 14-0. The
Broncos began the second half with a five minute, 25
second drive that resulted in Matt Prater’s 45-yard field
goal for a 17-0 lead. On Denver’s next possession,
Prater missed from 47 yards, and the San Diego Charg-
ers responded with a 63-yard drive, keyed by Eddie

Royal’s 30-yard catch on third-and-3, and capped by
Philip Rivers’ 16-yard touchdown pass to Keenan Allen,
also on third down, to pull within 17-7 with 12:59 re-
maining. The Broncos answered with another time-con-
suming drive, this one four minutes, 47 seconds, in-
cluding a 17-yard pass to Julius Thomas on third down,
and capped by Knowshon Moreno’s 3-yard run with
8:12 left for a 24-7 lead. On the next possession, Allen
caught a 49-yard pass on fourth-and-5 to set up his sec-
ond 16-yard touchdown catch. The Chargers’ Richard
Marshall then recovered the ensuing onside kick and
Rivers completed passes of 17 and 25 yards to Allen to
set up Nick Novak’s 30-yard field goal with 3:53 to play
to cut the deficit to 24-17. The Chargers eschewed the
onside kick and instead attempted a pop fly kick, but
Trindon Holliday caught it at the Broncos’ 27. On third-
and-17 with 3:06 to play, Manning completed a 21-yard
pass to Thomas along the sideline. Three plays later, on
third-and-6, Manning and Thomas connected for 9
yards. Moreno secured the victory with a 6-yard run on
third-and-1 with 1:12 remaining. Manning was 25 of 36
for 230 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception.
Rivers was 18 of 27 for 217 yards and 2 touchdowns.
Allen had 6 catches for 142 yards.

S.D. Chargers 0 0 o 17 — 17
Denver 7 7 3 7 — 24
Den — D. Thomas 2 pass from Manning (Prater kick)
Den — Welker 3 pass from Manning (Prater kick)
Den — FG Prater 45

SD — Allen 16 pass from Rivers (Novak kick)

Den — Moreno 3 run (Prater kick)

SD — Allen 16 pass from Rivers (Novak kick)

SD — FG Novak 30

NEW ENGLAND 43, INDIANAPOLIS 22—LeGarrette
Blount rushed for 166 yards and 4 touchdowns as New
England won an AFC Divisional Playoff home game for
the third consecutive year. On the game’s third play,
Alfonzo Dennard intercepted a pass and returned it 27
yards to the Colts’ 2-yard line, setting up Blount’s first
touchdown just 1:19 into the game. The Patriots’ de-
fense forced a three-and-out and the offense drove 74
yards and took a 14-0 lead with 7:17 left in the first quar-
ter. The Patriots led 21-10 in the second quarter when,
on fourth-and-7 from the Patriots’ 44, Danny Aiken’s
snap sailed over punter Ryan Allen’s head. Allen picked
it up near the goal line and then fumbled the ball out of
the end zone for a safety to pull the Colts within 21-12
with 2:18 left in the half. The Colts drove to the Patriots’
39, but Dont’a Hightower intercepted a pass from An-
drew Luck to allow New England to maintain a 9-point
halftime lead. The Colts’ defense forced a three-and-out
to begin the second half and drove 60 yards to Adam
Vinatieri’s second field goal to cut the deficit to 21-15.
New England responded with a 9-play, 88-yard touch-
down drive, capped by Stevan Ridley’s 3-yard touch-
down run, and 2-point conversion rush, for a 29-15
lead. Indianapolis needed just three plays to pull within
seven points on LaVon Brazill's 35-yard touchdown
pass from Luck. After each team punted twice, Blount
gave the Patriots a 2-touchdown lead with 12:55 re-
maining with Blount’s 73-yard scoring run over right
guard. He became the first Patriots’ player to rush for 4
touchdowns in a game, regular season or postseason.
Two plays later Jamie Collins intercepted a pass and re-
turned it 20 yards to the Colts’ 18, setting up Ridley’s
1-yard touchdown run with 11:12 left to finish the scor-
ing. Tom Brady was 13 of 25 for 198 yards. Blount had
24 carries for 166 yards with 4 touchdowns. Luck was 20
of 41 for 331 yards and 2 touchdowns and 4 interceptions.

Indianapolis 7 5 10 0o — 22
New England 14 7 8 14 — 43
NE — Blount 2 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — Blount 2 run (Gostkowski kick)

Ind — Brazill 38 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
NE — Blount 2 run (Gostkowski kick)

Ind — FG Vinatieri 36

Ind — Safety, Allen fumbled ball out of end zone
Ind — FG Vinatieri 21

NE — Ridley 3 run (Ridley run)

Ind — Brazill 35 pass from Luck (Vinatieri kick)
NE — Blount 73 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — Ridley 1 run (Gostkowski kick)

2012

NEW ENGLAND 41, HOUSTON TEXANS 28—Tom
Brady passed for 3 touchdowns and Shane Vereen
scored 3 times as the Patriots led by as many as 25
points en route to victory. The teams combined for 882
yards (457 for New England) and 69 points. Danieal
Manning began the game with a 94-yard kickoff return
to set up Shayne Graham’s 27-yard field goal. Late in
the first quarter the Patriots began a stretch of scoring
drives consisting of 65, 80, and 65 yards, the last of
which was set up by Wes Welker’'s 47-yard reception
and capped by Vereen’s second touchdown, for a 17-3
lead. Manning’s 35-yard kickoff return, and a horsecol-
lar-tackle penalty on New England, set up Arian Foster’s
1-yard touchdown run with 1:15 left in the half. The Tex-
ans’ defense forced a three-and-out and Matt Schaub
completed two passes to Owen Daniels. Graham ended
the half with a 55-yard field goal, suddenly pulling Hous-
ton to within 17-13. The Patriots responded with a touch-
down on the first drive of the second half, highlighted by
Aaron Hernandez’ 40-yard catch and run. Later in the
third quarter, Rob Ninkovich intercepted Schaub’s pass,
and Stevan Ridley had a 23-yard run to set up Brandon
Lloyd’s 5-yard touchdown catch for a 31-13 lead. Early
in the fourth quarter, Schaub’s fourth-and-1 pass fell in-
complete and on the next play Brady completed a 33-
yard touchdown pass to Vereen to give New England a
38-13 lead with 13:07 to play. Manning had a 69-yard
kickoff return to set up DeVier Posey’s 25-yard touch-
down catch. Foster scored, and Andre Johnson caught
a 2-point conversion pass, to pull Houston to within
38-28 with 5:11 to play, but Ninkovich recovered the on-
side kick and Stephen Gostkowski made a 38-yard field
goal with 1:14 to play. Brady was 25 of 40 for 344 yards
and 3 touchdowns. Welker had 8 catches for 131 yards.
Schaub completed 34 of 51 passes for 343 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.

Hou. Texans 3 10 0 15 — 28
New England 7 10 14 10 — 41
Hou — FG Graham 27

NE — Vereen 1 run (Gostkowski kick)
NE — FG Gostkowski 37
NE — Vereen 8 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
Hou — Foster 1 run (Graham kick)
Hou — FG Graham 55
NE — Ridley 8 run (Gostkowski kick)
NE — Lloyd 5 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — Vereen 33 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
Hou — Posey 25 pass from Schaub (Graham kick)
Hou — Foster 1 pass from Schaub

(Johnson pass from Schaub)
NE — FG Gostkowski 38

BALTIMORE RAVENS 38, DENVER 35 (2 OT)—Corey
Graham’s interception set up Justin Tucker’'s 47-yard
field goal with 13:24 left in the second overtime to con-
clude the third-longest game in NFL history. The
Ravens forced overtime when Joe Flacco completed a
70-yard touchdown pass to Jacoby Jones with just 31
seconds remaining in regulation. Denver’s defense be-
gan the game by forcing a punt and Trindon Holliday re-
turned it 90 yards for a touchdown. Baltimore needed
just four plays to tie the game on Flacco’s 59-yard
touchdown pass to Torrey Smith, and took a 14-7 lead
three plays later on Graham’s 39-yard interception re-
turn for a score. The Broncos answered with a 74-yard
touchdown drive to tie the game, and an 86-yard drive,
capped by Peyton Manning’s 14-yard touchdown pass
to Knowshon Moreno, to take a 21-14 lead with 7:26 left
in the half. With 1:16 remaining in the half, Matt Prater’s
52-yard field-goal attempt was short, and Flacco com-
pleted a 32-yard touchdown pass to Smith three plays
later to tie the game. Holliday returned the opening
kickoff of the second half 104 yards for a touchdown,
thus becoming the first player in NFL postseason an-
nals to return both a punt and kickoff for a touchdown
in the same game. Late in the third quarter, Pernell
McPhee sacked Manning and forced him to fumble.
Paul Kruger recovered at the Broncos’ 37. Ray Rice’s
32-yard run moments later set up his 1-yard touchdown
to tie the game at 28 entering the fourth quarter.
Manning’s 17-yard touchdown pass to Demaryius
Thomas capped a 10-play, 88-yard drive to give Denver
a 35-28 lead with 7:11 remaining. The Ravens drove to

41




DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS

the Broncos’ 31, but Flacco’s fourth-and-5 pass fell in-
complete with 3:12 to play. Ronnie Hillman rushed for
one first down and forced the Ravens to use up their
timeouts before Britton Colquitt punted. With 1:09 to
play on their own 23-yard-line and no timeouts, Flacco
threw an incomplete pass on first down and scrambled
up the middle for 7 yards, forcing third-and-3. With the
clock running, Flacco fired deep down the right sideline
for Jones, who got behind the defense, caught the ball
at the Broncos’ 20 and raced untouched for the tying
touchdown. In overtime, only one play was snapped in
the other team’s territory during the first 14 minutes. On
second-and-6 from their own 38-yard-line, Manning’s
short pass for Brandon Stokley was intercepted by Gra-
ham at the Broncos’ 45. An 11-yard run by Rice set up
Tucker’s game-winning kick. Flacco was 18 of 34 for
331 yards and 3 touchdowns. Rice carried 30 times for
131 yards. Manning was 28 of 43 for 290 yards and 3
touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.

Balt. Ravens14 7 7 7 0 3
Denver 14 7 7 7 0 O

— 38
— 35

Den — Holliday 90 punt return (Prater kick)

Balt — Smith 59 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)
Balt — Graham 39 interception return (Tucker kick)
Den — Stokley 15 pass from Manning (Prater kick)
Den — Moreno 14 pass from Manning (Prater kick)
Balt — Smith 32 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)
Den — Holliday 104 kickoff return (Prater kick)

Balt — Rice 1 run (Tucker kick)

Den — Thomas 17 pass from Manning (Prater kick)
Balt — J. Jones 70 pass from Flacco (Tucker kick)
Balt — FG Tucker 47

2011

BALTIMORE RAVENS 20, HOUSTON TEXANS 13—
The Ravens scored 17 first-quarter points and held on
to defeat the Texans. The Texans’ defense limited the
Ravens to 227 yards and sacked Joe Flacco five times,
but the Ravens’ defense forced four turnovers, includ-
ing 2 interceptions by Lardarius Webb, that led to 17
points for Baltimore. Danieal Manning’s 60-yard kickoff
return to begin the game led to Neil Rackers’ 40-yard
field goal. The Texans then forced a punt, but Jacoby
Jones fumbled during the return, forced by Cary
Williams, and recovered by Jimmy Smith, who returned
it four yards to the Texans’ 2. Flacco completed a 1-yard
touchdown pass to Kris Wilson for a 7-3 lead. After Bil-
ly Cundiff’s field goal gave Baltimore a 10-7 lead, Webb
intercepted a T.J. Yates pass at the Texans’ 34 that led
to Anquan Boldin’s 10-yard touchdown catch and a
17-3 Ravens’ first-quarter lead. The Texans responded
with a 59-yard drive that resulted in a field goal and an
86-yard touchdown drive, capped by Arian Foster’s 1-
yard run, to trim the deficit to 17-13 with 4:48 left in the
half. In the third quarter, the Texans reached the Ravens’
32, but Rackers’ 50-yard field-goal attempt hit the
crossbar and was no good. The Ravens drove to the
Texans’ 1, but Ray Rice was stopped for no gain on
fourth-and-goal. Webb’s second interception, at the
Ravens’ 29, with 7:21 to play led to Cundiff's second
field goal for a 20-13 lead with 2:52 remaining. The Tex-
ans reached the Ravens’ 38 before Ed Reed intercept-
ed Yates’ long pass at the 4-yard-line. Houston forced a
punt, and the Texans reached the Ravens’ 43-yard line
but Yates’ Hail Mary pass into the end zone fell incom-
plete with 11 seconds to play. Flacco was 14 of 27 for
176 yards and 2 touchdowns. Yates was 17 of 35 for 184
yards, with 3 interceptions. Andre Johnson had 8 catch-
es for 111 yards. Foster carried 27 times for 132 yards.

Hou. Texans 3 10 0 0o — 13
Balt. Ravens 17 0 0 3 — 20
Hou — FG Rackers 40

Balt — Wilson 1 pass from Flacco (Cundiff kick)
Balt — FG Cundiff 48

Balt — Boldin 10 pass from Flacco (Cundiff kick)
Hou — FG Rackers 33

Hou — Foster 1 run (Rackers kick)

Balt — FG Cundiff 44

NEW ENGLAND 45, DENVER 10—Tom Brady tied an
NFL postseason record with 6 touchdown passes, in-
cluding 5 in the first half, as the Patriots advanced. The
Patriots had more than twice as many yards as Denver
(509 to 252) and first downs (31 to 15). New England

needed just five plays to drive 80 yards in 1:51 to begin
the game, keyed by Aaron Hernandez’ 43-yard recep-
tion and capped by Wes Welker’s 7-yard touchdown
catch, for a 7-0 lead. On the Broncos’ first possession,
Rob Ninkovich sacked Tim Tebow and forced him to
fumble. Brandon Spikes recovered at the Patriots’ 41
and Rob Gronkowski caught a 10-yard touchdown
pass seven plays later for a 14-0 lead. Denver’s Quinton
Carter intercepted Brady’s pass late in the first quarter
and returned it to the 24-yard line to set up Willis Mc-
Gahee’s 5-yard touchdown run to trim the deficit to
14-7. Gronkowski’s 12-yard scoring catch capped a
52-yard drive in the middle of the second quarter, and
Deion Branch’s 61-yard touchdown catch deep down
the left sideline extended the lead to 28-7 at the two-
minute warning. The Patriots’ defense forced a three-
and-out and a 20-yard pass to Hernandez led to
Gronkowski’s 19-yard touchdown catch with five sec-
onds left in the half for a 35-7 lead. The second half be-
gan with the Patriots’ defense forcing another three-
and-out, and Julian Edelman’s 15-yard punt return set
up a 44-yard drive capped by Hernandez’s 17-yard
touchdown grab, Brady’s sixth scoring pass of the
game, with 11:46 left in the third quarter for a 42-7 lead.
Brady was 26 of 34 for 363 yards and 6 touchdowns,
with 1 interception. Gronkowski had 10 catches for 145
yards. Tebow completed 9 of 26 passes for 136 yards.
Denver 0 7 3 0o — 10
New England 14 21 7 3 — 45
NE — Welker 7 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — Gronkowski 10 pass from Brady

(Gostkowski kick)
Den — McGahee 5 run (Prater kick)
NE — Gronkowski 12 pass from Brady

(Gostkowski kick)
NE — Branch 61 pass from Brady

(Gostkowski kick)

NE — Gronkowski 19 pass from Brady
(Gostkowski kick)
NE — Hernandez 17 pass from Brady

(Gostkowski kick)
Den — FG Prater 41
NE — FG Gostkowski 20

2010

NEW YORK JETS 28, NEW ENGLAND 21—Mark
Sanchez passed for 3 touchdowns and the Jets’
defense sacked Tom Brady five times as the Jets
reached the AFC Championship Game for the second
consecutive season. The victory was in stark contrast to
the game played on the same field less than two
months earlier, when the Patriots won 45-3. The Jets
trailed 3-0 in the second quarter when Sanchez con-
nected on a 37-yard pass to Braylon Edwards to the Pa-
triots’ 8, setting up LaDainian Tomlinson’s 7-yard touch-
down catch. With 1:14 left in the half and punting from
their own 38 on fourth-and-4, Patrick Chung took a
direct snap and attempted to run for a first down, but
was tackled by Eric Smith. Edwards’ 15-yard touch-
down catch four plays later staked the Jets to a 14-3
halftime lead. Late in the third quarter, Brady completed
a 37-yard pass to Rob Gronkowski to spark an 80-yard
touchdown drive. Sammy Morris successfully ran in the
two-point conversion to pull the Patriots to within 14-11.
Jerricho Cotchery took a short pass and ran 58 yards to
the Patriots’ 13 to set up Santonio Holmes’ 7-yard
touchdown catch with 13:00 remaining for a 21-11 lead.
The Patriots drove to the Jets’ 34, where Brady’s fourth-
and-13 pass to Deion Branch was incomplete with 5:15
to play. The Patriots forced a punt, and Shayne
Graham'’s 35-yard field goal trimmed the deficit to 21-14
with 1:57 remaining, but Antonio Cromartie recovered
the onside kick and returned it 23 yards, setting up
Shonn Greene’s 16-yard touchdown run with 1:41 to
play. Brady completed a touchdown pass to Branch
with 24 seconds left, but Smith recovered the onside
kick. Sanchez was 16 of 25 for 194 yards and 3 touch-
downs. Brady was 29 of 45 for 299 yards and 2 touch-
downs, with 1 interception.

N.Y. Jets 0 14 0 14 — 28
New England 3 0 8 10 — 21
NE — FG Graham 34

NYJ — Tomlinson 7 pass from Sanchez (Folk kick)
NYJ — Edwards 15 pass from Sanchez (Folk kick)

NE — Crumpler 2 pass from Brady (Mortris run)
NYJ — Holmes 7 pass from Sanchez (Folk kick)
NE — FG Graham 35

NE — Greene 16 run (Folk kick)

NE — Branch 13 pass from Brady (Graham kick)

PITTSBURGH 31, BALTIMORE RAVENS 24—The
Steelers overcame a 14-point second-half deficit,
capped by Rashard Mendenhall’s 2-yard touchdown
run with 1:33 to play, to vault Pittsburgh back into the
AFC Championship Game for the fourth time in the past
seven years. Despite the 55 points scored, both de-
fense excelled. The Steelers limited Baltimore to 126 to-
tal yards and forced three turnovers. The Ravens’ de-
fense permitted just 263 yards and recovered two fum-
bles. Ben Roethlisberger was sacked six times by Balti-
more, while Joe Flacco was dropped five times by the
Steelers’ defense. With the score 7-7 late in the first
quarter, Terrell Suggs sacked Roethlisberger. Cory Red-
ding picked up the loose ball and ran 13 yards for a
touchdown. Ed Reed recovered a fumble by Menden-
hall in the second quarter at the Steelers’ 16 to set up
Todd Heap’s 4-yard touchdown catch for a 21-7 lead. In
the third quarter, Ryan Clark forced Ray Rice to fumble.
LaMarr Woodley recovered at the Ravens’ 23, and
Heath Miller's 9-yard touchdown catch two plays later
cut the deficit to 21-14. Later in the quarter, Clark inter-
cepted Flacco’s pass and returned the ball 17 yards to
the Ravens’ 25. On third-and-6, Roethlisberger com-
pleted an 8-yard touchdown pass to Hines Ward to tie
the game with 1:21 left in the third quarter. Flacco mis-
handled the snap two plays later and Brett Keisel re-
covered, setting up Shaun Suisham’s go-ahead field
goal with 12:15 remaining. With 5:55 to play, Lardarius
Webb’s punt return gave Baltimore the ball at the Steel-
ers’ 29, setting up Billy Cundiff's game-tying field goal
with 3:54 left. On the Steelers’ ensuing drive, Roethlis-
berger completed a 12-yard pass to Ward on third-and-
10 to keep alive the drive, and three plays later found
Antonio Brown open for a 58-yard pass to the Ravens’
4 with 1:58 left. Mendenhall scored on third down with
1:33 left. The Ravens began their final possession at the
Steelers’ 48, but two incompletions, a sack by Ziggy
Hood, and an incomplete pass on fourth-and-18
clinched the victory for Pittsburgh. Roethlisberger was
19 of 32 for 226 yards and 2 touchdowns. Flacco was
16 of 30 for 125 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 inter-

ception.
Balt. Ravens 14 7 0 3 — 24
Pittsburgh 7 o 14 10 — 31

Pitt — Mendenhall 1 run (Suisham kick)

Balt — Rice 14 run (Cundiff kick)
Balt — Redding 13 fumble return (Cundiff kick)
Balt — Heap 4 pass from Flacco (Cundiff kick)

Pitt — H. Miller 9 pass from Roethlisberger
(Suisham kick)
Pitt — Ward 8 pass from Roethlisberger (Suisham

kick)
Pitt — FG Suisham 35
Balt — FG Cundiff 24
Pitt — Mendenhall 2 run (Suisham kick)
2009

NEW YORK JETS 17, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 14—
Shonn Green rushed for 128 yards and scored the de-
cisive touchdown on a 53-yard run as the Jets beat the
Chargers. San Diego entered the game having won its
last 11 regular-season games. The Chargers’ defense
forced the Jets to punt on all six of their first-half pos-
sessions, but San Diego led just 7-0 at halftime. Brad
Smith returned the opening kickoff of the second half
36 yards to set up Jay Feely’s 46-yard field goal. Late in
the third quarter, Steve Weatherford’s 51-yard punt was
downed at the 4-yard line. Two plays later, Jim Leon-
hard intercepted Philip Rivers’ pass at the Chargers’ 27
and returned it 11 yards to the 16-yard line. On third-
and-goal from the Chargers’ 2, Mark Sanchez rolled
right and found Dustin Keller in the end zone for a 2-
yard touchdown to give the Jets a 10-7 lead 1:25 into
the fourth quarter. The Jets’ defense forced a punt, and
Jerricho Cotchery returned it 25 yards. Sanchez com-
pleted a key third-down pass to Cotchery before
Greene raced up the middle 53 yards for a touchdown
and 17-7 lead with 7:17 to play. Nate Kaeding, who had
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entered the game with 20 consecutive field goals made
but missed two in the first half, missed a 40-yard at-
tempt with 4:38 to play. The Chargers’ defense forced a
punt, and Rivers scored on a 1-yard run with 2:14 re-
maining to pull within 17-14. Kerry Rhodes recovered
the onside kick. On fourth-and-1 from the Chargers’ 29
with 1:09 to play, Thomas Jones gained 2 yards to seal
the victory. Sanchez was 12 of 23 for 100 yards and 1
touchdown, with 1 interception. Greene rushed 23
times for 128 yards. Rivers was 27 of 40 for 298 yards
and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Vincent Jack-
son had 7 receptions for 111 yards for the Chargers.
N.Y. Jets 0 0 3 14 — 17
S.D. Chargers 0 7 0 7 — 14
SD — Wilson 13 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)
NYJ — FG Feely 46

NYJ — Keller 2 pass from Sanchez (Feely kick)

NYJ — Greene 53 run (Feely kick)

SD — Rivers 1 run (Kaeding kick)

INDIANAPOLIS 20, BALTIMORE RAVENS 3—Peyton
Manning passed for 2 touchdowns and the Colts’ de-
fense forced four turnovers as Indianapolis advanced to
the AFC Championship Game. The Colts took a quick
3-0 lead, and Baltimore responded with a 15-play, 87-
yard drive, capped by Billy Cundiff's 25-yard field goal,
to tie the game. Following that score, the Colts’ defense
did not allow another drive of more than 43 yards the
rest of the game. In the second quarter, faced with
fourth-and-4 from the Colts’ 35-yard line, Manning com-
pleted a 4-yard pass to Joseph Addai to keep alive a 14-
play, 75-yard drive that ended with Austin Collie’s 10-
yard touchdown catch with 2:00 left in the half for a 10-3
lead. The Colts’ defense forced a three-and-out, and
Manning completed 6 of 7 passes on the ensuing 8-play,
64-yard drive that culminated with Reggie Wayne’s 3-
yard touchdown catch with three seconds left in the half
for a 17-3 lead. In the third quarter, Ed Reed intercepted
a pass and returned it 38 yards to the Colts’ 27, but
Pierre Garcon forced Reed to fumble and Dallas Clark
recovered. Indianapolis drove 56 yards to set up Matt
Stover’s second field goal, and Antoine Bethea inter-
cepted Joe Flacco’s long pass at the Colts’ 2 with 4:53
to play. Jerraud Powers intercepted Flacco at the Colts’
14 with 1:07 remaining to seal the victory. Manning was
30 of 44 for 246 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 inter-
ception. Flacco was 20 of 35 for 189 yards, with 2 inter-

ceptions.

Balt. Ravens 3 0 0 0o — 3
Indianapolis 3 14 0 3 — 20
Ind — FG Stover 44

Balt — FG Cundiff 25

Ind — Collie 10 pass from Manning (Stover kick)

Ind — Wayne 3 pass from Manning (Stover kick)
Ind — FG Stover 33

2008

PITTSBURGH 35, SAN DIEGO 24—Willie Parker
rushed for 146 yards and 2 touchdowns as the Steelers
won their first playoff game under second-year coach
Mike Tomlin. Four plays into the game, it was the Charg-
ers who scored first, as Philip Rivers lofted a 41-yard
touchdown pass to Vincent Jackson on a post pattern
for a 7-0 lead. Santonio Holmes tied the game with a 67-
yard punt return, but the Chargers’ special teams unit
responded by stopping Ryan Clark for a 4-yard loss on
a fake punt in the second quarter. Nate Kaeding made
a 42-yard field goal for a 10-7 lead. A 41-yard pass from
Ben Roethlisberger to Hines Ward set up Parker’s
3-yard touchdown run with 40 seconds left in the half,
giving Pittsburgh a 14-10 halftime lead. The Steelers
dominated the third quarter, maintaining possession for
all but one play and 17 seconds. First, Roethlisberger
completed three key third-down passes on a 13-play,
77-yard drive that was capped by Heath Miller’s 8-yard
touchdown catch. On the next play, Larry Foote inter-
cepted Rivers’ pass. The Chargers forced a punt, but
the ball hit blocker Eric Weddle and William Gay recov-
ered at the Chargers’ 23. The Chargers’ defense held,
but after another punt, and a 44-yard pass interference
penalty, Gary Russell scored on a 1-yard run with 12:52
remaining for a 28-10 lead. Rivers responded with a
touchdown pass to Legedu Naanee, but Pittsburgh
drove 73 yards in nine plays, capped by Parker’s

16-yard run with 4:11 remaining for a 35-17 lead. Roeth-
lisberger was 17 of 26 for 181 yards and 1 touchdown.
Parker carried 27 times for 146 yards. Rivers was 21 of
35 for 308 yards and 3 touchdowns.

S.D. Chargers 7 3 0 14 — 24
Pittsburgh 7 7 7 14 — 35
SD — Jackson 41 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)
Pitt — Holmes 67 punt return (Reed kick)

SD — FG Kaeding 42

Pitt — Parker 3 run (Reed kick)

Pitt — Miller 8 pass from Roethlisberger (Reed kick)
Pitt — Russell 1 run (Reed kick)

SD — Naanee 4 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)
Pitt — Parker 16 run (Reed kick)
SD — Sproles 62 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)

BALTIMORE RAVENS 13, TENNESSEE 10—Matt
Stover’s 43-yard field goal with 53 seconds remaining
lifted the Ravens to victory over the top-seeded Titans.
The Titans’ defense limited Baltimore to just nine first
downs and 211 yards, but the Ravens’ defense forced
three turnovers. Kerry Collins completed a 28-yard pass
to Chris Johnson and 20-yard pass to Justin Gage to
set up Johnson'’s 8-yard touchdown run in the first quar-
ter. The Ravens responded immediately, as rookie Joe
Flacco completed a 48-yard touchdown pass to Derrick
Mason on third-and-13 to tie the game. The Titans
drove to the Ravens’ 32 with 4:07 left in the half, but
Samari Rolle intercepted Collins’ third-and-8 pass.
Then, with 36 seconds remaining until halftime, Jarret
Johnson forced LenDale White to fumble at the Ravens’
15. Jim Leonhard recovered the fumble to maintain a
7-7 halftime score. Rob Bironas missed a 51-yard field-
goal attempt in the third quarter, and late in the quarter
Flacco connected with Mark Clayton on a 37-yard pass
to set up Stover’s 21-yard field goal with 14:10 to play.
The Titans drove to the Ravens’ 13, but Alge Crumpler
fumbled and Fabian Washington recovered at the
Ravens’ 1 with 8:57 to play. The Titans did force a punt
and Bironas kicked a 27-yard field goal to tie the game
with 4:23 remaining, but Flacco completed a 23-yard
pass to Todd Heap on third-and-2, and Willis McGahee
had a key 11-yard run to set up Stover’s winning
43-yard kick. Flacco was 11 of 22 for 161 yards and 1
touchdown. Collins was 26 of 42 for 281 yards, with 1
interception. Gage had 10 catches for 135 yards.

Balt. Ravens 7 0 0 6 — 13
Tennessee 7 0 0 3 — 10
Tenn — Johnson 8 run (Bironas kick)

Balt — Mason 48 pass from Flacco (Stover kick)

Balt — FG Stover 21

Tenn — FG Bironas 27

Balt — FG Stover 43

2007

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 28, INDIANAPOLIS 24—Bil-
ly Volek scored on a quarterback sneak with 4:50 re-
maining, and the Chargers’ defense made 2 fourth-
down stops in the final 2:01 to advance to the AFC
Championship Game for the first time in 13 years. The
Colts outgained the Chargers 446-411 in total yards,
but committed 3 turnovers compared to San Diego’s 1
miscue. The Colts scored on their first possession, and
drove to the Chargers’ 22 on their next drive, but Marvin
Harrison, playing his first game in 11 weeks after recov-
ering from a knee injury, fumbled at the Chargers’ 22
and Marlon McCree recovered. Philip Rivers completed
2 key third-down passes on the ensuing drive, capped
by Vincent Jackson’s 14-yard touchdown on third-and-
8, to tie the game. LaDainian Tomlinson injured his knee
on the play prior to Jackson’s scoring catch, and did
not return. Trailing 10-7, Antonio Cromartie intercepted
Peyton Manning'’s pass on the final play of the half, and
weaved his way 89 yards into the end zone, but a hold-
ing penalty nullified the return. Undaunted, the Charg-
ers opened the second half with an 83-yard touchdown
drive, capped by Rivers’ perfect pass to Chris Cham-
bers, between two defenders in the end zone, for a
30-yard touchdown. The Colts drove to the Chargers’ 4,
but Eric Weddle intercepted Manning’s pass to thwart
the drive. On their next possession, the Colts took a
17-14 lead on Manning’s 9-yard touchdown pass to
Reggie Wayne, who clipped the right front pylon while
diving for the goal line. On the ensuing possession,

faced with third-and-14, Rivers connected on a 22-yard
pass to Chambers. Two plays later, on the final play of
the third quarter, Rivers dumped a screen pass to Dar-
ren Sproles, who broke free down the left sideline for a
56-yard touchdown and 21-17 lead. Rivers injured his
knee on the play, and did not return. After an exchange
of punts, faced with third-and-9, Manning completed a
55-yard touchdown pass to Anthony Gonzalez for a
24-21 lead with 10:07 remaining. Volek completed 3 of
4 passes on the next drive, including a 27-yard dump
pass to Legedu Naanee, to set up Volek’s 1-yard sneak
with 4:50 to play. The Colts used Manning’s 16-yard
pass to Dallas Clark on fourth-and-5 to reach the
Chargers’ 9 with 2:51 remaining. Joseph Addai gained
2 yards, but then Manning fired three consecutive in-
complete passes, the last with 2:01 to play. The Colts’
defense forced a punt with 1:30 to play, and Mike
Scifres boomed the punt 66 yards. T.J. Rushing’s
12-yard return gave Manning the ball at his own 32.
After a 5-yard pass to Addai, Manning again threw three
straight incompletions, the last over Clark’s head with
58 seconds left. Rivers was 14 of 19 for 264 yards and
3 touchdowns, with 1 interception. Volek was 3 of 4 for
48 yards. Manning was 33 of 48 for 402 yards and 3
touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.

S.D. Chargers 0 7 14 7 — 28

Indianapolis 7 3 7 7 — 24

Ind — Clark 25 pass from Manning (Vinatieri kick)

SD — Jackson 14 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)

Ind — FG Vinatieri 46

SD — Chambers 30 pass from Rivers (Kaeding
kick)

Ind — Wayne 9 pass from Manning (Vinatieri kick)

SD — Sproles 56 pass from Rivers (Kaeding kick)

Ind — Gonzalez 55 pass from Manning (Vinatieri
kick)

SD — Volek 1 run (Kaeding kick)

NEW ENGLAND 31, JACKSONVILLE 20—Tom Brady
completed a postseason-record 92.9 percent of his
passes as the Patriots advanced to the AFC Champi-
onship Game for the fifth time in seven seasons. The
victory also allowed the Patriots to match the 1972 Dol-
phins as the only teams to win their first 17 games of a
season. The Jaguars began the game with an 80-yard
touchdown drive, but New England answered with
touchdowns on their first two possessions. The latter
was set up by David Garrard’s fumble, forced by Ty
Warren and recovered by Mike Vrabel at the Jaguars’
29. The Jaguars responded with a 95-yard touchdown
drive to tie the game. New England had a chance to
score before halftime, but Stephen Gostkowski missed
a 35-yard field-goal attempt. Brady completed his first
16 passes until an incompletion to Ben Watson with
10:27 left in the third quarter. However, Brady complet-
ed 2 third-down passes on that possession, capped by
Wes Welker’s 6-yard touchdown catch to cap an
82-yard drive for a 21-14 lead. The Jaguars answered
with a field goal, but Brady then completed all 4 pass at-
tempts on the ensuing 76-yard drive, capped by Wat-
son’s 9-yard touchdown catch with 49 seconds left in
the third quarter for a 28-17 lead. The Jaguars added
Josh Scobee’s second field goal of the half to pull with-
in 28-20, but Brady then completed a 53-yard pass to
Donte’ Stallworth to set up Gostkowski’s 35-yard field
goal with 6:39 remaining for a 31-20 lead. Rodney Har-
rison intercepted a pass with 4:08 left, and Brady'’s final
completion, an 8-yard pass to Stallworth on third-and-
7, helped run out the clock until just 21 seconds re-
mained. Harrison tied an NFL record with his fourth
consecutive postseason game with an interception.
Brady was 26 of 28 for 262 yards and 3 touchdowns.
Laurence Maroney carried 22 times for 122 yards. Gar-
rard was 22 of 33 for 278 yards and 2 touchdowns, with
1 interception.

Jacksonville 7 7 3 3 — 20
New England 7 7 14 3 — 31
Jax — M. Jones 8 pass from Garrard (Scobee kick)

NE — Watson 3 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — Maroney 1 run (Gostkowski kick)

Jax — Wilford 6 pass from Garrard (Scobee kick)
NE — Welker 6 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
Jax — FG Scobee 39

NE — Watson 9 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
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Jax — FG Scobee 25
NE — FG Gostkowski 35

2006

NEW ENGLAND 24, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 21—
Stephen Gostkowski’s 31-yard field goal with 1:10 re-
maining, and three key plays in the final seven minutes by
Reche Caldwell, lifted the Patriots to an improbable victo-
ry. Michael Turner’s 6-yard touchdown run with 2:04 left in
the first half, which was set up by Philip Rivers’ 58-yard
pass to LaDainian Tomlinson on the previous play, gave
the Chargers a 14-3 lead. At that point, the Chargers had
outgained the Patriots 198-62, but the Patriots drove 72
yards in 11 plays in 1:56, capped by Tom Brady’s 6-yard
touchdown pass to Jabar Gaffney, to pull within 14-10
with eight seconds left in the half. Eric Parker's muffed
punt, recovered by David Thomas, set up Gostkowski’s
second field goal to pull the Patriots’ within 14-13. Rivers’
31-yard pass to Vincent Jackson set up Tomlinson’s
3-yard run for a 21-13 lead with 8:35 to play. On fourth-
and-5 from the Chargers’ 41 with 6:16 to play, Marlon Mc-
Cree intercepted Brady’s pass. Troy Brown immediately
ripped the ball from McCree, and Caldwell recovered the
fumble at the Chargers’ 32. Five plays later, Caldwell
caught a 4-yard touchdown pass from Brady, and Kevin
Faulk ran up the middle for the 2-point conversion, to tie
the game with 4:36 remaining. The Patriots’ defense
forced a three-and-out and on third-and-10 Brady con-
nected deep down the right sideline to Caldwell for a 49-
yard pass play to set up Gostkowski's go-ahead field
goal. The Chargers had a chance to tie, but Nate Kaed-
ing’s 54-yard field-goal attempt fell short. Brady was 27 of
51 for 280 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 3 interceptions.
Gaffney had 10 catches for 103 yards. Rivers was 14 of 32
for 230 yards, with 1 interception. Tomlinson carried 23
times for 123 yards.

New England 3 7 3 11 — 24
S.D. Chargers 014 0 7 — 21
NE — FG Gostkowski 50

SD — Tomlinson 2 run (Kaeding kick)

SD — Turner 6 run (Kaeding kick)

NE — Gaffney 6 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick)
NE — FG Gostkowski 34

SD — Tomlinson 3 run (Kaeding kick)

NE — Caldwell 4 pass from Brady (Faulk run)

NE — FG Gostkowski 31

INDIANAPOLIS 15, BALTIMORE RAVENS 6—Adam
Vinatieri kicked 5 field goals and the Colts’ defense
forced 4 turnovers as Indianapolis advanced to the AFC
titte game. The Colts kicked field goals on their first two
possessions, the latter set up by Gary Brackett’s recov-
ery of Todd Heap’s fumble, to take a 6-0 lead. Trailing
6-3 in the second quarter, Ed Reed intercepted a pass
and the Ravens drove to the Colts’ 4. On third-and-goal,
Alvin Bethea intercepted Steve McNair’s pass to thwart
the rally. The Colts converted two third downs on the
ensuing 65-yard drive, capped by Vinatieri’'s 51-yard
field goal, which hit the crossbar and bounced over, for
a 9-3 halftime lead. Trailing 12-3 early in the fourth quar-
ter, Matt Stover kicked a 51-yard field goal, and three
plays later Reed intercepted a pass at the Ravens’ 39.
But six plays later, Nick Harper intercepted McNair's
pass at the Colts’ 23. With 7:39 to play, the Colts began
a drive on their own 36-yard line. Dominic Rhodes car-
ried 11 times on the 13-play drive, which had 3 third-
down conversions, and was capped by Vinatieri’s 35-
yard field goal with 23 seconds to play. Manning was 15
of 30 for 170 yards, with 2 interceptions. McNair was 18
of 29 for 173 yards, with 2 interceptions.

Indianapolis 6 3 3 3 — 15
Balt. Ravens 0o 3 0 3 — 6
Ind — FG Vinatieri 23

Ind — FG Vinatieri 42

Balt — FG Stover 40

Ind — FG Vinatieri 51
Ind — FG Vinatieri 48
Balt — FG Stover 51

Ind — FG Vinatieri 35

2005

PITTSBURGH 21, INDIANAPOLIS 18—Mike Vander-
jagt missed a 46-yard field goal with 17 seconds left to
cap a wild finish and send the Steelers to their sixth AFC

Championship Game in Bill Cowher’s 14 seasons as
head coach. The Steelers became the first sixth-seed to
reach a conference championship game. The Steelers
opened the game with a 10-play, 84-yard touchdown
drive, and two possessions later drove 72 yards to take
a 14-0 lead less than 12 minutes into the game. The
Colts had a 15-play, 96-yard drive that consumed 9:39
off the clock, but were forced to settle for Vanderjagt's
20-yard field goal with 1:20 left in the second quarter to
pull within 14-3. Antwaan Randle EI's 20-yard punt re-
turn set up Jerome Bettis’ 1-yard touchdown run with
1:26 left in the third quarter for a 21-3 lead. On the final
play of the third quarter, Peyton Manning completed a
13-yard pass to Brandon Stokley on fourth-and-2 to
keep alive the drive and set up his 50-yard scoring pass
to Dallas Clark. The Steelers responded by barely con-
verting 2 fourth-and-1 situations before punting with
6:03 to play. Troy Polamalu nearly intercepted a pass
near midfield with 5:33 left, but the Colts maintained
possession and Edgerrin James scored four plays later
to pull within 21-16. Reggie Wayne caught the 2-point
conversion pass in the back left corner of the end zone
to cut the deficit to 21-18 with 4:24 remaining. The
Colts’ defense forced a three-and-out, but on fourth-
and-16 Joey Porter and James Farrior sacked Manning
at the Colts’ 2 with 1:20 to play. Since the Colts had all
3 timeouts, the Steelers could not kneel on the ball. On
the first play, Gary Brackett forced Bettis to fumble. Nick
Harper scooped up the ball and returned it 35 yards to
the Colts’ 42, where Ben Roethlisberger made a touch-
down-saving tackle. The Colts drove to the Steelers’ 28,
but Manning’s passes on second- and third-and-2 fell
incomplete. Vanderjagt’'s 46-yard attempt sailed wide
right. Roethlisberger was 14 of 24 for 197 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Manning was 22 of 38
for 290 yards and 1 touchdown.

Pittsburgh 14 0 7 0o — 21

Indianapolis 0 3 0 15 — 18

Pitt — Randle EI 6 pass from Roethlisberger
(Reed kick)

Pitt — Miller 7 pass from Roethlisberger (Reed kick)
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 20

Pitt — Bettis 1 run (Reed kick)

Ind — Clark 50 pass from Manning (Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — James 3 run (Wayne pass from Manning)

DENVER 27, NEW ENGLAND 13—Denver’s defense
forced 5 turnovers that led to 24 points as the Patriots
had their NFL-record 10-game postseason winning
streak snapped. The Patriots outgained the Broncos
420-286 in total yards, but committed 5 turnovers. The
Patriots led 3-0 and had the ball with 2:00 left in the sec-
ond quarter, but Courtney Brown forced Kevin Faulk to
fumble. lan Gold recovered at the Patriots’ 40. On the
next play, a 39-yard pass interference penalty set up
Mike Anderson’s 1-yard run. On the ensuing kickoff,
kicker Todd Sauerbrun forced Ellis Hobbs to fumble
and Cecil Sapp emerged from the pile with the ball.
Three plays later, Jason Elam kicked a 50-yard field
goal for a 10-3 halftime lead. Adam Vinatieri capped the
Patriots’ first drive of the second half with a field goal,
and New England drove to the Broncos’ 5 on their next
possession. On third-and-goal, Champ Bailey inter-
cepted Tom Brady’s pass and returned it 100 yards to
the Patriots’ 1, where Ben Watson forced him to fumble
the ball out of bounds. It was the longest non-scoring
play in postseason history, and Anderson scored on the
next snap for a 17-6 lead. New England drove to the
Broncos’ 25, but Vinatieri missed a 43-yard attempt
wide right. The Patriots then forced a punt, but Troy
Brown muffed it and Mike Leach recovered at the Patri-
ots’ 15. Three plays later, Rod Smith caught a 4-yard
touchdown pass from Jake Plummer for a 24-6 lead
with 8:38 remaining. Deion Branch’s 73-yard catch was
followed by David Givens’ 4-yard touchdown with 8:05
to play, but Elam kicked a 34-yard field goal with 3:20
remaining, and John Lynch intercepted Brady’s long
pass with 2:56 to play to clinch the victory. Plummer
was 15 of 26 for 197 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 in-
terception. Brady was 20 of 36 for 341 yards and 1
touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Branch had 8 recep-
tions for 153 yards.

New England 0 3 3 7 — 13
Denver 0o 10 7 10 — 27

NE — FG Vinatieri 40

Den — Anderson 1 run (Elam kick)

Den — FG Elam 50

NE — FG Vinatieri 32

Den — Anderson 1 run (Elam kick)

Den — Smith 4 pass from Plummer (Elam kick)
NE — Givens 4 pass from Brady (Vinatieri kick)
Den — FG Elam 34

2004

NEW ENGLAND 20, INDIANAPOLIS 3—The Patriots’
defense permitted just 276 yards and forced 3
turnovers as New England held the NFL’s highest-scor-
ing offense without a touchdown in a game played in
sleet and a 16-degree wind chill. The Patriots held pos-
session for 37:43, including 21:26 in the second half.
The Colts had just 2 first downs when Adam Vinatieri’s
second second-quarter field goal gave the Patriots a
6-0 lead. The Colts drove 67 yards in the final 1:52 of
the half. With two seconds remaining, Eugene Wilson
knocked down Peyton Manning’s pass in the end zone
for an incompletion, forcing the Colts to settle for Mike
Vanderjagt’'s 23-yard field goal. After an exchange of
punts to begin the second half, the Patriots used 8:16 to
drive 87 yards in 15 plays, 11 on the ground, and
capped by David Givens’ 5-yard touchdown catch for a
13-3 lead with 1:30 left in the third quarter. Five plays lat-
er, the Colts punted and the Patriots drove 94 yards in
14 plays, with 7:50 elapsing off the clock. Corey Dillon’s
27-yard run to the Patriots’ 1 set up Tom Brady’s 1-yard
sneak for a 20-3 lead with 7:10 to play. Rodney Harrison
intercepted Manning’s pass in the end zone with four
seconds left to preserve the 17-point margin of victory.
Brady was 18 of 27 for 144 yards and 1 touchdown. Dil-
lon rushed 23 times for 144 yards. Manning was 27 of
42 for 238 yards, with 1 interception.

Indianapolis 0 3 0 0o — 8
New England 0 6 7 7 — 20
NE — FG Vinatieri 24

NE — FG Vinatieri 31

Ind — FG Vanderjagt 23

NE — Givens 5 pass from Brady (Vinatieri kick)
NE — Brady 1 run (Vinatieri kick)

PITTSBURGH 20, NEW YORK JETS 17 (OT)—Jeff
Reed kicked a 33-yard field goal in overtime as the
Steelers survived two missed field goals by the Jets in
regulation to advance to the fifth AFC Championship
Game in Bill Cowher’s 13-year tenure. Two plays after
Reed’s 45-yard first-quarter field goal, Troy Polamalu in-
tercepted Chad Pennington’s pass and returned it 14
yards to the Jets’ 25. Jerome Bettis scored five plays
later for a 10-0 lead. Trailing 10-3, Santana Moss fielded
a punt and returned it 75 yards down the left sideline for
a touchdown with 3:00 left in the half to tie the game.
The Steelers drove to the Jets’ 33 late in the third quar-
ter when Reggie Tongue intercepted Ben Roethlisberg-
er’s pass and returned it 86 yards for a touchdown and
17-10 lead. The Steelers drove to the Jets’ 22, but Bet-
tis fumbled and Erik Coleman recovered. The Steelers
forced a three-and-out, and the offense converted 3
third-down situations, including 2 passes by Roethlis-
berger, to set up his 4-yard touchdown pass to Hines
Ward to tie the game with 6:00 left. The Jets drove to the
Steelers’ 28 with 1:58 left, but Doug Brien’s 47-yard field
goal hit the upright. On the next play, David Barrett in-
tercepted Roethlisberger’s pass at the Steelers’ 37, but
Brien’s 43-yard field-goal attempt went wide left as time
expired. In overtime, the Jets won the toss but were
forced to punt. Roethlisberger completed a 17-yard
pass to Ward on third-and-6, and Verron Haynes
gained 8 yards on third-and-4 to keep the drive alive
and set up Reed’s winning kick 11:04 into overtime.
Roethlisberger was 17 of 30 for 181 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 2 interceptions, and became just the fourth
rookie since 1970 to win his first postseason start. Bet-
tis rushed 27 times for 101 yards, and Ward added 10
catches for 105 yards. Pennington was 21 of 33 for 182
yards, with 1 interception.

N.Y. Jets o110 7 0 0 — 17
Pittsburgh 10 0 O 7 3 — 20
Pitt — FG Reed 45

Pitt — Bettis 3 run (Reed kick)

NYJ — FG Brien 42
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NYJ — Moss 75 punt return (Brien kick)

NYJ — Tongue 86 interception return (Brien kick)
Pitt — Ward 4 pass from Roethlisberger (Reed kick)
Pitt — FG Reed 33

2003

INDIANAPOLIS 38, KANSAS CITY 31—Peyton Man-
ning passed for 304 yards and 3 touchdowns, and
Edgerrin James rushed for 125 yards and 2 scores, as
the Colts advanced to their first AFC Championship
Game since 1995. The teams combined for 842 yards,
434 by the Colts, and it was the first postseason game
in history without a punt. The Colts scored on six of their
first seven possessions, with the lone non-scoring drive
coming on a three-play series in their own territory as
the half expired. The Colts’ five touchdown drives were
70, 76, 71, 64, and 76 yards. The Chiefs attempted to
keep pace, scoring on five of their first seven posses-
sions. But Morten Andersen missed a 31-yard field goal
just before halftime, allowing the Colts to maintain a
21-10 lead, and Kansas City fumbled two plays into the
second half, with David Macklin recovering Priest
Holmes’ fumble at the Colts’ 22 at the end of a 48-yard
run. Holmes’ 1-yard scoring run with 4:22 left cut the
deficit to 38-31, but the Colts got two first downs on
their ensuing possession, and by the time the Chiefs
stopped the Colts on downs, Kansas City was at its own
27 with eight seconds left. Trent Green completed a
screen pass to Holmes, who was tackled immediately
by Gary Brackett to clinch the victory. Manning was 22
of 30 for 304 yards and 3 touchdowns. James rushed
26 times for 125 yards and 2 touchdowns. Green was
18 of 30 for 212 yards and 1 touchdown. Holmes
rushed 24 times for 176 yards.

Indianapolis 14 7 10 7 — 38

Kansas City 3 7 14 7 — 3

Ind — Stokley 29 pass from Manning
(Vanderjagt kick)

KC — FG Andersen 22

Ind — James 11 run (Vanderjagt kick)

KC — Hall 9 pass from Green (Andersen kick)

Ind — Lopienski 2 pass from Manning

(Vanderjagt kick)
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 45

KC — Holmes 1 run (Andersen kick)

Ind — Wayne 19 pass from Manning
(Vanderjagt kick)

KC — Hall 92 kickoff return (Andersen kick)

Ind — James 1 run (Vanderjagt kick)

KC — Holmes 1 run (Andersen kick)

NEW ENGLAND 17, TENNESSEE 14—Adam
Vinatieri’s 46-yard field goal with 4:06 remaining lifted
the Patriots past the Titans in four-degree weather. Tom
Brady’s 41-yard touchdown pass to Bethel Johnson on
the Patriots’ sixth offensive play staked New England to
a 7-0 lead. The Titans needed just six plays to answer,
as Chris Brown scored from 5 yards to tie the game.
Vinatieri missed a 44-yard field goal on the Patriots’ next
possession, but Rodney Harrison intercepted a pass by
Steve McNair on the next play to set up Antowain
Smith’s 1-yard touchdown run. The Titans reached the
Patriots’ 13 just before halftime, but Richard Seymour
blocked Gary Anderson’s 31-yard field-goal attempt.
Tennessee had success moving the ball on its first pos-
session of the second half, too, driving 11 plays and 70
yards, highlighted by third-down conversion passes to
Tyrone Calico and Justin McCareins, to set up McNair's
game-tying 11-yard scoring pass to Derrick Mason with
4:14 left in the third quarter. A 32-yard punt by Craig
Hentrich and 9-yard return by Troy Brown gave New
England the ball at the Titans’ 40 with 6:40 remaining.
Brady completed a 4-yard pass to Brown on fourth-
and-3 with 5:14 left and Vinatieri’s 46-yard field goal
three plays later gave the Patriots a 17-14 lead. Mc-
Nair’s fourth-and-12 desperation heave intended for
Drew Bennett fell incomplete with 1:45 remaining, and
New England ran out the clock. Brady was 21 of 41 for
201 yards and 1 touchdown, as he completed passes
to 10 different receivers. McNair was 18 of 26 for 210
yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception.
Tennessee 7 0 7 0o — 14
New England 7 7 0 3 — 17
NE — B. Johnson 41 pass from Brady (Vinatieri kick)

Tenn — Brown 5 run (Anderson kick)

NE — Smith 1 run (Vinatieri kick)

Tenn — Mason 11 pass from McNair (Anderson kick)
NE — FG Vinatieri 46

2002

OAKLAND 30, NEW YORK JETS 10—Rich Gannon
passed for 2 touchdowns and the Raiders’ defense
forced 4 turnovers as top-seeded Oakland advanced to
the AFC Championship Game. Both teams opened with
drives that resulted in field goals. Travian Smith gave
the Raiders the game’s first break when he sacked
Chad Pennington, forced him to fumble, and recovered
the ball at the Jets’ 27 late in the first quarter. Zack
Crockett scored six plays later to give Oakland a 10-3
lead. The Jets tied the game in the half’s final minute,
capping a 16-play, 81-yard drive with Pennington’s 1-
yard touchdown pass to Jerald Sowell. The Raiders
opened up the offense in the second half for Gannon,
who had passed for just 94 yards in the first half. Tory
James’ interception midway through the third quarter
was followed two plays later by Gannon’s 29-yard
touchdown pass to Jerry Porter. The Jets drove to the
Raiders’ 35 on the next possession, but Pennington’s
fourth-and-3 pass fell incomplete. Four plays later, Gan-
non found Jerry Rice for a 9-yard touchdown and a
24-10 lead with 14:15 to play. An interception and fourth-
down stop led to 2 field goals by Sebastian Janikowski
during the final eight minutes. Gannon was 20 of 30 for
283 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception. Porter
had 6 receptions for 123 yards. Pennington was 21 of
47 for 183 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions.

N.Y. Jets 3 7 o 0 — 10
Oakland 3 7 7 13 — 30
NYJ — FG Hall 38

Oak — FG Janikowski 29

Oak — Crockett 1 run (Janikowski kick)

NYJ — Sowell 1 pass from Pennington (Hall kick)
Oak — Porter 29 pass from Gannon (Janikowski kick)
Oak — Rice 9 pass from Gannon (Janikowski kick)
Oak — FG Janikowski 34

Oak — FG Janikowski 31

TENNESSEE 34, PITTSBURGH 31 (OT)—Joe Ned-
ney’s 26-yard field goal in overtime, after his missed 31-
yard attempt on the previous play was nullified by a run-
ning into the kicker penalty, lifted the Titans to victory.
Tennessee dominated the first quarter to take a 14-0
lead on a pair of drives that consumed 12:22. But Eddie
George’s fumble at the Titans’ 8 in the second quarter
set up Tommy Maddox’s touchdown pass to Hines
Ward, and 2 field goals by Jeff Reed, including a 39-
yard boot as the half expired, cut the deficit to 14-13. On
the first play of the third quarter George fumbled again,
and Amos Zereoue raced 31 yards for a touchdown on
the next play to give the Steelers the lead. Steve McNair
engineered scoring drives of 63 and 58 yards on the
next two possessions to give Tennessee a 28-20 lead,
but Ward caught a 21-yard touchdown pass and threw
a 2-point conversion pass to Plaxico Burress to tie the
game with 10:09 left. Deshea Townsend'’s interception
on the next play from scrimmage led to Reed’s go-
ahead 40-yard field goal with 8:30 left. Nedney tied the
game with a 42-yard field goal with 5:40 remaining, but
his 48-yard attempt with three seconds left sailed wide
right. After the Titans won the overtime coin toss, Justin
McCareins caught a short pass, made Dewayne Wash-
ington miss a tackle, and raced 31 yards to the Steelers’
38. On the next play, McCareins had a 22-yard catch,
his only two catches of the game, to put the Titans in
field-goal range. On second-and-7 from the Steelers’
13, the Steelers called time out just before the ball was
snapped and Nedney booted a 31-yard field goal. With
celebratory fireworks cascading over The Coliseum,
Nedney tried to regroup, but he pushed the next at-
tempt wide right. However, Washington was flagged for
running into Nedney. The 5-yard penalty was marked
off, and Nedney made the game-winning 26-yard field
goal 2:15 into the extra session. McNair was 27 of 44 for
338 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.
Frank Wycheck had 10 receptions for 123 yards. Mad-
dox was 21 of 41 for 266 yards and 2 touchdowns, with
1 interception.

Pittsburgh o 13 7 M o — 31
Tennessee 14 0 14 3 3 — 34
Tenn — McNair 8 run (Nedney kick)
Tenn — George 1 run (Nedney kick)
Pitt — Ward 8 pass from Maddox (Reed kick)
Pitt — FG Reed 30
Pitt — FG Reed 39
Pitt — Zereoue 31 run (Reed kick)
Tenn — Wycheck 7 pass from McNair (Nedney kick)
Tenn — Kinney 2 pass from McNair (Nedney kick)
Pitt — Ward 21 pass from Maddox
(Burress pass from Ward)
Pitt — FG Reed 40
Tenn — FG Nedney 42
Tenn — FG Nedney 26

2001

PITTSBURGH 27, BALTIMORE RAVENS 10—Amos
Zereoue rushed for 2 touchdowns and the Steelers’ de-
fense forced 4 turnovers, recorded 3 sacks, and permit-
ted just 150 yards and 7 first downs en route to their
fourth AFC Championship Game appearance in Bill
Cowher’s 10-year tenure. The Steelers played without
Jerome Bettis, who had missed the season’s final four
games because of a groin injury, when he suffered com-
plications from a pregame injection in his leg. Three
plays into the game, Joey Porter hit Elvis Grbac as he at-
tempted a pass downfield. Chad Scott intercepted the
underthrown ball at the Ravens’ 43 to set up Kris Brown’s
21-yard field goal. After the Steelers’ defense forced a
three-and-out, Kordell Stewart completed 17- and 20-
yard passes to Plaxico Burress and Hines Ward, respec-
tively, to set up Zereoue’s first touchdown with 3:49 left
in the first quarter. Chris McAlister’s 18-yard interception
return to the Steelers’ 7 late in the first quarter gave the
Ravens hope, but two plays later Brent Alexander inter-
cepted Grbac’s pass in the end zone to thwart the scor-
ing opportunity. A 27-yard punt return in the second
quarter set up Zereoue’s second touchdown and gave
the Steelers a 17-0 lead with 5:43 left in the half. Two
plays later, Terry Allen fumbled and Jason Gildon recov-
ered, setting up Brown’s second field goal of the half.
The Ravens recorded their initial two first downs on the
ensuing possession, capped by Matt Stover's 26-yard
field goal to cut the deficit to 20-3. Jermaine Lewis’ 88-
yard punt return in the third quarter pulled the Ravens to
within 10 points, but Stewart’s 32-yard touchdown pass
to Burress two plays into the fourth quarter staked the
Steelers to a 27-10 lead. Alexander intercepted Grbac in
the end zone for the second time, with 4:18 left, to quell
the Ravens’ final scoring threat. Stewart was 12 of 22 for
154 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Grbac
was 18 of 37 for 153 yards, with 3 interceptions.

Balt. Ravens 0 3 7 0o — 10
Pittsburgh 10 10 0 7 — 27
Pitt — FG Brown 21

Pitt — Zereoue 1 run (Brown kick)

Pitt — Zereoue 1 run (Brown kick)

Pitt — FG Brown 46

Balt — FG Stover 26
Balt — Je. Lewis 88 punt return (Stover kick)
Pitt — Burress 32 pass from Stewart (Brown kick)

NEW ENGLAND 16, OAKLAND 13 (OT)—Adam
Vinatieri’s 23-yard field goal in the snow in overtime
capped a 13-point rally and propelled the Patriots to vic-
tory. With the game being played in a driving snowstorm,
both defenses dominated early. There was only one pos-
session in the first half inside the opponents’ 30, but the
Raiders made that possession count, as James Jett
caught a 13-yard touchdown pass from Rich Gannon
early in the second quarter for a 7-0 lead. The clubs ex-
changed field goals on their first possessions of the sec-
ond half, and the Raiders extended the lead to 13-3 late
in the third quarter on Sebastian Janikowski’s second
field goal, which was set up by Gannon’s 22-yard pass to
Jerry Rice. With the wind at their backs for the fourth
quarter, the Patriots began at their 33 with 12:29 to play.
Operating without a huddle, Tom Brady completed 9
consecutive passes to begin the drive, and then scored
on a 6-yard quarterback draw to cut the deficit to 13-10
with 7:52 remaining. After an exchange of punts, the
Raiders were faced with third-and-1 at their 44 with 2:24
remaining, but Zack Crockett was stopped for no gain.
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Troy Brown returned the ensuing punt 27 yards. He fum-
bled at the end of his return, but Larry I1zzo recovered at
the Patriots’ 46 with 2:06 to play and no time outs. With
1:50 remaining from the Raiders’ 42, Charles Woodson
blitzed and hit Brady, but after a replay review the loose
ball was ruled an incomplete pass. Brady’s 13-yard pass
to David Patten on the next play, and a 1-yard run by
Brady three plays later, set up Vinatieri’'s game-tying 45-
yard field goal with 27 seconds remaining. Driving into
the snowstorm in overtime, Brady completed all 8 of his
passes, including a 6-yard pass to Patten on fourth-and-
4 to the Raiders’ 22, to set up Vinatieri’s winning kick
8:29 into overtime. Brady was 32 of 52 for 312 yards, with
1 interception. Jermaine Wiggins had 10 receptions for
68 yards, and Patten added 8 catches for 107 yards.
Gannon was 17 of 31 for 159 yards and 1 touchdown.
Oakland 0 7 6 0 0 — 13
New England 0 0 3 10 3 — 16
Oak — Jett 13 pass from Gannon (Janikowski kick)
NE — FG Vinatieri 23

Oak — FG Janikowski 38

Oak — FG Janikowski 45

NE — Brady 6 run (Vinatieri kick)
NE — FG Vinatieri 45

NE — FG Vinatieri 23

2000

BALTIMORE RAVENS 24, TENNESSEE 10—Ray
Lewis’ 50-yard interception return for a touchdown mid-
way through the fourth quarter iced the Ravens’ come-
back victory. The Titans drove 68 yards in 11 plays on the
game’s opening drive, capped by Eddie George’s 2-yard
touchdown run. It turned out to be the only touchdown
allowed by the Ravens’ defense in four 2000 postseason
games. Trent Dilfer's 56-yard pass to Shannon Sharpe
early in the second quarter led to Jamal Lewis’ 1-yard
scoring run to tie the game. After Al Del Greco’s 45-yard
field-goal attempt in the second quarter was blocked by
Keith Washington, Chris Coleman blocked Kyle Richard-
son’s punt deep in Ravens’ territory. However, Del Greco
missed a 31-yard attempt just before halftime. Coleman
blocked another punt by Richardson two minutes into
the second half, but the Titans had to settle for Del Gre-
co’s 21-yard field goal and a 10-7 lead. A 15-yard fair-
catch interference penalty on Tennessee led to Matt
Stover’s game-tying field goal late in the third quarter.
Early in the fourth quarter, Washington blocked another
field-goal attempt by Del Greco. Anthony Mitchell caught
the ball and scampered 90 yards down the right sideline
for the go-ahead touchdown. Down 17-10, the Titans
had the ball at their 47 with 6:55 remaining when Steve
McNair’s short pass bounced off George’s hands to
Lewis, who raced 50 yards for the game’s final points.
Dilfer completed 5 of 16 passes for 117 yards, and the
Ravens won despite being held to 6 first downs. McNair
was 24 of 46 for 176 yards, with 1 interception.

Balt. Ravens 0 7 3 14 — 24
Tennessee 7 0 3 0o — 10
Tenn — George 2 run (Del Greco kick)

Balt — Ja. Lewis 1 run (Stover kick)

Tenn — FG Del Greco 21

Balt — FG Stover 38

Balt — Mitchell 90 blocked field goal return
(Stover kick)

Balt — R. Lewis 50 interception return (Stover kick)

OAKLAND 27, MIAMI 0—The Raiders rushed for 140
yards on offense and forced 4 turnovers on defense to
hand the Dolphins their first shutout loss in postseason
history. Jeff Ogden’s 45-yard punt return gave Miami an
excellent scoring opportunity on its first possession.
However, Tory James stepped in front of Jay Fiedler's
second-down pass and returned it 90 yards for a touch-
down. The Raiders added field goals by Sebastian
Janikowski on their next two drives to take a 13-0 lead.
On the Dolphins’ ensuing possession, Charles Woodson
recovered Lamar Smith’s fumble to set up Rich Gan-
non’s 6-yard touchdown pass to James Jett, which gave
Oakland a 20-0 lead. Tyrone Wheatley’s 2-yard touch-
down run capped a 12-play, 54-yard drive on the
Raiders’ first possession of the second half for the
game’s final points. Gannon completed 12 of 18 passes
for 143 yards and 1 touchdown. Fiedler was 18 of 37 for
176 yards, with 3 interceptions.

Miami 0 0 0 0o — O
Oakland 10 10 7 0o — 27
Oak — James 90 interception return

(Janikowski kick)

Oak — FG Janikowski 36

Oak — FG Janikowski 33

Oak — Jett 6 pass from Gannon (Janikowski kick)
Oak — Wheatley 2 run (Janikowski kick)

1999

TENNESSEE 19, INDIANAPOLIS 16—Eddie George
rushed for 162 yards and scored the Titans’ lone touch-
down as the franchise formerly known as the Houston
Oilers reached its first AFC Championship Game since
1979. The Colts led 9-6 at halftime, but George’s 68-yard
touchdown run on the third play of the second half gave
the Titans a 13-9 lead. While the Colts had to punt to con-
clude their first four possessions of the second half, an Al
Del Greco field goal gave Tennessee a 16-6 lead, and af-
ter an instant-replay reversal ruled that Terrence Wilkins
stepped out of bounds on his own 34 during an 87-yard
punt return, Del Greco added a second field goal to give
the Titans a 19-9 lead with 4:19 left. The Colts were
stopped on downs, but George fumbled three plays lat-
er, and Mark Thomas recovered with 3:11 left. Peyton
Manning scrambled 15 yards for a touchdown to cut the
deficit to 19-16 with 1:51 left, but Yancey Thigpen recov-
ered the ensuing onside kick and the Colts had no time-
outs to stop the clock. Steve McNair was 13 of 24 for 112
yards. Manning was 19 of 43 for 227 yards.

Tennessee 0 6 7 6 — 19
Indianapolis 3 6 0 7 — 16
Ind — FG Vanderjagt 40

Tenn — FG Del Greco 49

Ind — FG Vanderjagt 40

Tenn — FG Del Greco 37

Ind — FG Vanderjagt 34

Tenn — George 68 run (Del Greco kick)

Tenn — FG Del Greco 25

Tenn — FG Del Greco 43

Ind — Manning 15 run (Vanderjagt kick)

JACKSONVILLE 62, MIAMI 7—The Jaguars scored 38
points in the first 17 minutes, 55 seconds en route to the
highest point total in AFC postseason history. Mark
Brunell’s 8-yard touchdown pass to Jimmy Smith
capped a game-opening 9-play, 73-yard drive. Aaron
Beasley intercepted Dan Marino’s pass on the Dol-
phins’ first play, setting up Mike Hollis’ 45-yard field goal
with 6:19 remaining in the quarter. Two plays after a Dol-
phins’ punt, Fred Taylor scampered 90 yards down the
right sideline. On the next play from scrimmage, Tony
Brackens stripped Marino, recovered the ball, and, after
not being touched, was pushed into the end zone by
teammates to give Jacksonville a 24-0 lead with 3:21
left in the quarter. Taylor dodged three tacklers en route
to the end zone on a 39-yard screen pass on the first
play of the second quarter. Corey Chamblin blocked the
Dolphins’ punt on the ensuing possession, and James
Stewart scored three plays later to give the Jaguars a
38-0 lead before Miami had a first down. The Dolphins
drove 80 yards just before halftime to get on the board,
but Jacksonville, with reserve Jay Fiedler, scored on its
first two possessions of the second half to take a 55-7
lead. Brunell was 5 of 9 for 105 yards and 2 touch-
downs. Taylor carried 18 times for 135 yards. Marino
was 11 of 25 for 95 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 in-
terceptions before being replaced in the third quarter
by Damon Huard. The Jaguars had more first downs
(21-10), total yards (520-131), registered 5 sacks, and
forced 7 turnovers.

Miami 0 7 0 0o — 7
Jacksonville 24 17 14 7 — 62
Jax — Smith 8 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 45

Jax — Taylor 90 run (Hollis kick)

Jax — Brackens 16 fumble return (Hollis kick)
Jax — Taylor 39 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)

Jax — Stewart 25 run (Hollis kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 28

Mia — Gadsden 20 pass from Marino (Mare kick)
Jax — Smith 70 pass from Fiedler (Hollis kick)
Jax — Whitted 38 pass from Fiedler (Hollis kick)
Jax — Howard 5 run (Hollis kick)

1998

NEW YORK JETS 34, JACKSONVILLE 24—Keyshawn
Johnson caught a touchdown pass, rushed for a touch-
down, and intercepted a pass to seal the Jets’ first post-
season victory since 1986. The Jets needed just seven
plays on the game’s opening drive to reach the end
zone, courtesy of Vinny Testaverde’s 21-yard pass to
Johnson, to take a 7-0 lead. A 13-play drive set up John
Hall’'s 52-yard field goal to give the Jets a 10-0 lead, and
Otis Smith’s interception on the Jaguars’ first play after
the field goal gave the Jets the ball at their 40. Ten plays
later, from the Jaguars’ 22, Curtis Martin fumbled, and
Chris Hudson recovered the ball. Hudson ran into Jets’
territory and attempted a lateral, recovered by Johnson
at the Jets’ 35. The Jets then took 11 plays to march 65
yards, capped by Johnson’s 10-yard reverse run to take
a 17-0 lead with 33 seconds left in the half. The Jets had
run 34 of the last 35 plays from scrimmage. The Jaguars
got on the scoreboard, as Jimmy Smith caught Mark
Brunell’s 52-yard bomb as the half expired. Corwin
Brown’s interception in the opening minutes of the sec-
ond half set up Martin’s 1-yard touchdown run, but Reg-
gie Barlow’s 88-yard kickoff return led to Brunell’s 3-yard
touchdown pass to Keenan McCardell to cut the deficit
to 24-10. Martin scored again on the next drive, but the
Jaguars used Brunell’s second touchdown pass to
Smith to cut the lead to 31-21, and then used Wayne
Chrebet’s fumble to set up Mike Hollis’ 37-yard field goal
with 6:38 left. Donovin Darius halted the Jets’ next drive
with an interception in the end zone, but he stepped out
and was tackled at the Jets’ 1 with 2:24 left. The Jaguars
failed to get a first down, and Hall iced the game with a
30-yard field goal with 24 seconds left. In the final sec-
onds, Brunell’s Hail Mary pass was picked off by John-
son, who finished with 9 receptions for 121 yards, with a
touchdown, interception, and fumble recovery. Tes-
taverde was 24 of 36 for 284 yards and 1 touchdown,
with 1 interception. Martin rushed 36 times for 124 yards,
while Johnson had 9 receptions for 121 yards. Brunell
was 12 of 31 for 156 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 3 in-
terceptions. Smith had 5 catches for 104 yards.

Jacksonville 0 7 7 10 — 24
N.Y. Jets 7 10 14 3 — 34
NYJ — K. Johnson 21 pass from Testaverde

(Hall kick)
NYJ — FG Hall 52
NYJ — K. Johnson 10 run (Hall kick)

Jax — Smith 52 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)
NYJ — Martin 1 run (Hall kick)

Jax — McCardell 3 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)
NYJ — Martin 1 run (Hall kick)

Jax — Smith 19 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)
Jax — FG Hollis 37

NYJ — FG Hall 30

DENVER 38, MIAMI 3—Terrell Davis rushed for 199
yards and 2 touchdowns and the Broncos’ defense lim-
ited Miami to just 14 rushing yards as Denver began its
postseason bid to repeat as Super Bowl champions. The
Broncos scored on their first three possessions, driving
92 and 66 yards in the first quarter and, following an Olin-
do Mare field goal, marching 87 yards to a third touch-
down in the second quarter to take a 21-3 lead at half-
time. Davis rushed for more yards (129) than the Dol-
phins had gained (119) at intermission. Davis scam-
pered 62 yards on the first play of the second half to set
up Jason Elam’s field goal to give Denver a 24-3 lead.
The Dolphins drove into Broncos’ territory three times in
the second half, but Bill Romanowski and Darrius John-
son each recorded interceptions and Neil Smith recov-
ered Oronde Gadsden’s fumble and rumbled 79 yards
for the game’s final points. John Elway was 14 of 23 for
182 yards and 1 touchdown. Dan Marino was 26 of 37 for
243 yards, with 2 interceptions. O.J. McDuffie had 9 re-
ceptions for 118 yards.

Miami 0 3 0 o — 3
Denver 14 7 3 14 — 38
Den — Davis 1 run (Elam kick)

Den — Davis 20 run (Elam kick)

Mia — FG Mare 22

Den — Loville 11 run (Elam kick)

Den — FG Elam 32

Den — R. Smith 28 pass from Elway (Elam kick)
Den — N. Smith 79 fumble return (Elam kick)
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1997

DENVER 14, KANSAS CITY 10—Terrell Davis recovered
from bruised ribs to rush for 101 yards and 2 touchdowns
as the Broncos knocked the number-one seeded Chiefs
out of the playoffs. The Chiefs pinned the Broncos deep
in their own territory early in the second quarter when
Bucky Brooks leaped over the goal line and tipped a punt
back onto the field where it was downed at the 2-yard line.
Tom Rouen’s punt three plays later traveled just 25 yards,
giving the Chiefs excellent field position at the Broncos’
30. However, Pete Stoyanovich, who missed just one field
goal all season, sailed his 44-yard attempt wide left. The
Broncos proceeded to march 65 yards, with Davis’ first
touchdown with 1:56 left in the half giving Denver a 7-0
lead. Elvis Grbac threw a 34-yard pass to Andre Rison on
the first play of the second half to set up Stoyanovich’s
20-yard field goal. The Broncos used a 41-yard run by
Davis to get deep into Chiefs territory, but John Browning
forced Derek Loville to fumble and Reggie Tongue recov-
ered at the Chiefs’ 11 to thwart the drive. After an ex-
change of punts, Grbac connected with Joe Horn on a
50-yard pass and, three plays later, found Tony Gonzalez
in the end zone for a touchdown to give the Chiefs a 10-7
lead with 10 seconds left in the third quarter. Loville re-
turned the ensuing kickoff 20 yards, and an unnecessary
roughness penalty on Danan Hughes gave the Broncos
the ball at the Chiefs’ 49. On third-and-5, John Elway
threw a short pass to Ed McCaffrey, who tightroped his
way 43 yards to the Chiefs’ 1. Davis scored three plays
later to give Denver a 14-10 advantage with 12:32 left. The
Chiefs drove to the Broncos’ 37 where they faced fourth-
and-6. Kansas City lined up in field-goal formation, but
holder Louie Aguiar ran with the ball and was tackled by
Gordon three yards shy of the first down. A couple of
punts later, the Chiefs began their final drive at their own
17 with 4:04 remaining. Faced with fourth-and-9 from the
47, Grbac hit Lake Dawson with a 12-yard pass and, after
getting sacked, connected on a 23-yard pass to Rison to
get the Chiefs to the Broncos’ 28 with 1:51 left, where they
used their final timeout. Grbac netted 1-, 3-, and 4-yard
passes to Kimble Anders, Gonzalez, and Ted Popson be-
fore Gordon batted down Grbac’s final pass attempt in
the end zone on fourth-and-2 with 19 seconds left to seal
the victory. Elway was 10 of 19 for 170 yards.

Denver 0 7 0 7 — 14
Kansas City 0 0o 10 0o — 10
Den — Davis 1 run (Elam kick)

KC — FG Stoyanovich 20
KC — Gonzalez 12 pass from Grbac
(Stoyanovich kick)
Den — Davis 1 run (Elam kick)
PITTSBURGH 7, NEW ENGLAND 6—Chad Scott inter-
cepted Drew Bledsoe’s long pass intended for Terry
Glenn on the game'’s third play, returning it 27 yards to
the Steelers’ 38. On second-and-10 from the Patriots’ 40,
Kordell Stewart ran the option left and tightroped 40
yards down the sideline for a touchdown. The Patriots
strung together a 10-play, 65-yard drive that culminated
with Vinatieri’s 31-yard field goal in the middle of the sec-
ond quarter to cut the deficit to 7-3. After a third quarter
that saw neither team drive within the opponents’ 40,
Vinatieri’s second field goal with 12:16 left made it a one-
point game. The Steelers reached the Patriots’ 1 on
fourth down with 3:29 left, but Stewart was stopped at
the line of scrimmage. The Patriots reached their own 42-
yard line, but Mark Vrabel sacked Bledsoe with 1:50 left,
and Jason Gildon recovered the ensuing fumble. The
Steelers were forced to punt, but Bledsoe’s desperation
pass was intercepted by Levon Kirkland at the Steelers’
20 to end the game. Stewart was 14 of 31 for 134 yards,
with 1 interception. Bledsoe was 23 of 44 for 264 yards,
with 2 interceptions. Shawn Jefferson had 9 receptions
for 104 yards. The Steelers had 1 more first down, and
the Patriots gained 1 more yard, but the Steelers had an
11:14 edge in time of possession because of Stewart (68
yards) and Jerome Bettis (67 yards), and forced 4
turnovers.
New England 0 3 0
Pittsburgh 7 0 0
Pitt — Stewart 40 run (Johnson kick)
NE — FG Vinatieri 31
NE — FG Vinatieri 46

— 6

3
0o — 7

1996

NEW ENGLAND 28, PITTSBURGH 3—Curtis Martin
scored three touchdowns and New England’s defense
stifled Pittsburgh as the Patriots routed the Steelers in
the fog in Foxboro. The Patriots broke Pittsburgh’s back
on their first play from scrimmage as Terry Glenn beat
Rod Woodson and, despite heavy fog, caught a 53-yard
bomb from Drew Bledsoe. Martin scored on the next
play to start the rout. The Patriots next drive lasted 1:59,
finishing with Keith Byars’ 34-yard touchdown off a
screen pass. Martin then raced 78 yards up the right
sideline to stake New England to a 21-0 second-quarter
lead. The Steelers were forced to punt after each of their
first seven possessions. Chad Brown’s interception in
Patriots’ territory set up Norm Johnson'’s field goal. Mar-
tin capped his 166-yard rushing day by scoring on a
23-yard jaunt. Pittsburgh shuffled quarterbacks
throughout the game, with Mike Tomczak completing
16 of 29 pass attempts for 110 yards and 2 intercep-
tions, while Kordell Stewart finished a dreadful 0 for 10.
Jerome Bettis, hampered by a groin injury, gained just

43 yards.

Pittsburgh 0 0 3 0o — 3
New England 14 7 0 7 — 28
NE — Martin 2 run (Vinatieri kick)

NE — Byars 34 pass from Bledsoe (Vinatieri kick)
NE — Martin 78 run (Vinatieri kick)

Pitt — FG N. Johnson 29

NE — Martin 23 run (Vinatieri kick)

JACKSONVILLE 30, DENVER 27—Mark Brunell
passed for 245 yards and 2 touchdowns to lead the
Jaguars to their second consecutive postseason victo-
ry. The Broncos, who finished the season 8-0 at home
and had home-field advantage throughout the playoffs,
blew a 12-0 lead. After Vaughn Hebron’s short run be-
gan the scoring, Clyde Simmons blocked the extra-
point attempt. The Broncos failed to convert the 2-point
conversion following Shannon Sharpe’s touchdown
catch late in the first quarter. The Jaguars responded by
scoring on their next six possessions. Natrone Means,
who carried the ball 21 times for 140 yards, pulled the
Jaguars within two points before Mike Hollis’ 42-yard
field goal with 10 seconds left in the half put Jack-
sonville ahead 13-12. Brunell, rolling to his left, lofted a
perfectly placed 31-yard touchdown pass to Keenan
McCardell in the left corner of the end zone to put the
Jaguars ahead 20-12. Jacksonville took 8 minutes, 32
seconds off the clock with its next possession, ending
with Hollis’ third field goal. The 17-play drive was kept
alive when Michael Dean Perry failed to hustle off the
field when the Jaguars were punting in a fourth-and-5
situation. Denver got the ball back with less than 11
minutes remaining, and Terrell Davis scored and tallied
a 2-point conversion, to cut the deficit to 23-20. Jack-
sonville calmly marched down field, and Jimmy Smith
caught a 16-yard touchdown pass on third-and-5 to put
Jacksonville ahead by 10 points with 3:39 remaining.
John Elway quickly led the Broncos to another touch-
down, with Ed McCaffrey doing the honors with 1:50
left. However Le’Shai Maston recovered the onside kick
and the Jaguars ended the Broncos postseason home-
winning streak at 6 games.

Jacksonville 0 13 7 10 — 30
Denver 12 0 0o 15 — 27
Den — Hebron 1 run (kick blocked)

Den — Sharpe 18 pass from Elway (pass failed)
Jax — FG Hollis 46

Jax — Means 8 run (Hollis kick)

Jax — FG Hollis 42

Jax — McCardell 31 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)
Jax — FG Hollis 22

Den — Davis 2 run (Davis run)

Jax — Smith 16 pass from Brunell (Hollis kick)
Den — McCaffrey 15 pass from Elway (Elam kick)
1995

INDIANAPOLIS 10, KANSAS CITY 7—Cary Blanchard
broke a 7-7 tie with a 30-yard field goal late in the third
quarter, and the Colts held on to stun the Chiefs.
Kansas City, which had compiled the NFL’s best record
during the regular season by winning 13 of 16 games,
had a chance to tie the game in the final minute, but Lin
Elliott’s 42-yard field-goal try with 37 seconds left was

wide left. Elliott also missed a 35-yard attempt in the first
half and a 39-yard try early in the fourth quarter. Indi-
anapolis, which won on the road for the second con-
secutive week, relied on a ground game that produced
147 yards and a stingy defense that forced 4 turnovers
and shut out the Chiefs after the first quarter. Kansas
City quarterback Steve Bono completed only 11 of 25
passes for 122 yards and was intercepted 3 times be-
fore being lifted in favor of backup Rich Gannon late in
the fourth quarter. Colts quarterback Jim Harbaugh did
not fare any better, completing only 12 of 27 passes for
112 yards, but tied the game with a 5-yard touchdown
pass to Floyd Turner midway through the second quar-
ter and scrambled for 48 yards. The Chiefs’ Marcus
Allen led all rushers with 94 yards on 21 carries.
Indianapolis 0 7 3 0o — 10
Kansas City 7 0 0 0o — 7
KC — Dawson 20 pass from Bono (Elliott kick)

Ind — Turner 5 pass from Harbaugh (Blanchard kick)
Ind — FG Blanchard 30

PITTSBURGH 40, BUFFALO 21—Neil O’Donnell
passed for 262 yards and Byron (Bam) Morris ran for 2
game-clinching touchdowns in the fourth quarter as the
Steelers advanced to the AFC Championship Game for
the second consecutive year. O’'Donnell completed 19
of 35 passes, including a 10-yard touchdown to Ernie
Mills to give Pittsburgh a 14-0 lead 42 seconds into the
second quarter. Norm Johnson added 3 field goals be-
fore halftime and another 6:36 into the second half to in-
crease the Steelers’ advantage to 26-7. After the Bills
pulled within 26-21 on Jim Kelly’s 9-yard touchdown
pass to running back Thurman Thomas with 11:23 left
in the game, Pittsburgh answered with a 9-play, 76-yard
drive capped by Morris’ 13-yard touchdown run with
6:16 to go. Moments later, linebacker Levon Kirkland’s
interception and 4-yard return set up Morris’ 2-yard
touchdown run at the 1:58 mark. Morris finished with
106 yards on 25 carries, helping the Steelers’ balanced
offense produce 409 total yards. Buffalo, which had
amassed a record 341 rushing yards and more than
500 total yards in its victory over the Dolphins a week
earlier, managed only 94 rushing yards and 250 total
yards in this one. Quarterback Jim Kelly completed on-
ly 14 of 29 passes for 135 yards and was intercepted 3
times. Buffalo played without defensive end Bruce
Smith, who missed the game because of the flu.
Buffalo 0 7 7 7 — 21
Pittsburgh 7 16 3 14 — 40
Pitt — J.L. Williams 1 run (N. Johnson kick)

Pitt — Mills 10 pass from O’Donnell (N. Johnson kick)
Pitt — FG N. Johnson 45

Pitt — FG N. Johnson 38

Buff — Thomas 1 run (Christie kick)

Pitt — FG N. Johnson 34

Pitt — FG N. Johnson 39

Buff — Cline 2 pass from Van Pelt (Christie kick)

Buff — Thomas 9 pass from Kelly (Christie kick)

Pitt — Morris 13 run (N. Johnson kick)

Pitt — Morris 2 run (N. Johnson kick)

1994

PITTSBURGH 29, CLEVELAND BROWNS 9—The
Steelers scored on their first three possessions to open
a 17-0 lead and went on to defeat the Browns for the
third time this season. Pittsburgh dominated the first
playoff meeting ever between these long-time rivals
(they’ve played each other twice a year in the regular
season since 1950), rushing for 238 yards while amass-
ing 424 total yards and maintaining possession for
42:37 of the game’s 60 minutes. Barry Foster ran for
133 yards on 24 carries, and rookie Byron (Bam) Morris
added 60 yards on 22 attempts. Neil O’'Donnell was ef-
ficient, completing 8 of his first 9 passes and finishing
with 16 completions in 23 attempts for 186 yards. He
threw a 2-yard touchdown pass to tight end Eric Green
early in the second quarter and put the game out of
reach with a 9-yard touchdown pass to Yancey Thigpen
for a 24-3 lead just 16 seconds before halftime. That
touchdown was set up by Tim McKyer’s interception
and 21-yard return to Cleveland’s 6-yard line. It was 1 of
2 interceptions (safety Darren Perry had the other) of
Vinny Testaverde, who was 13 of 31 for 144 yards. Tes-
taverde received little help from Cleveland’s running

a7



DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS

game, which managed only 55 yards. Ernie Mills
caught 5 passes for 117 yards for the Steelers.

Cle. Browns 0 3 0 6 — 9
Pittsburgh 3 21 3 2 — 29
Pitt — FG Anderson 39

Pitt — Green 2 pass from O’Donnell (Anderson kick)

Pitt — J. Williams 26 run (Anderson kick)

Cle — FG Stover 22

Pitt — Thigpen 9 pass from O’Donnell (Anderson kick)
Pitt — FG Anderson 40

Cle — McCardell 20 pass from Testaverde (pass failed)
Pitt — Safety, Lake sacked Testaverde in end zone

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 22, MIAMI 21—Stan
Humphries threw an 8-yard touchdown pass to Mark
Seay with 35 seconds remaining, and the Chargers
held on to win when Pete Stoyanovich’s 48-yard field-
goal try fell short and wide right with one second to play.
To qualify for the AFC Championship Game for the first
time since 1981, San Diego had to rally from a 21-6 half-
time deficit. After having 2 drives stall inside Miami’s 5-
yard line in the first half, the Chargers opened the third
quarter by marching 71 yards to the Dolphins’ 1-yard
line, only to be turned away on fourth down. But on the
next play, defensive tackle Reuben Davis dropped Mia-
mi running back Bernie Parmalee in the end zone for a
safety. San Diego took the ensuing free kick and
marched 54 yards to a touchdown, pulling within 21-15
on Natrone Means’ 24-yard run with 2:42 left in the third
quarter. Late in the fourth quarter, Humphries drove his
team from its own 39-yard line to the go-ahead touch-
down. The Dolphins got one more chance when Charg-
ers safety Eric Castle was whistled for a 32-yard pass
interference penalty, but the snap was high on the
strong-legged Stoyanovich’s errant field-goal attempt.
Humphries completed 28 of 43 passes for 276 yards,
while Means rushed for 139 yards on 24 attempts for
the Chargers. Miami quarterback Dan Marino was 24 of
38 for 262 yards and 2 touchdowns. But only 56 yards
came after halftime, when the Dolphins were limited to
five plays in the third quarter and 11 in the fourth.

Miami 7 14 0 0o — 21

S.D. Chargers 0 6 9 7 — 22

Mia — K. Jackson 8 pass from Marino
(Stoyanovich kick)

SD — FG Carney 20

Mia — K. Jackson 9 pass from Marino
(Stoyanovich kick)

SD — FG Carney 21

Mia — M. Williams 16 pass from Marino
(Stoyanovich kick)

SD — Safety, R. Davis tackled Parmalee in end zone

SD — Means 24 run (Carney kick)

SD — Seay 8 pass from Humphries (Carney kick)

1993

BUFFALO 29, L.A. RAIDERS 23—Jim Kelly threw 2
second-half touchdown passes to Bill Brooks and the
Bills overcame an 11-point deficit to advance to the AFC
Championship Game for the fifth time in six years.
Napoleon McCallum scored on a pair of 1-yard touch-
down runs for the Raiders, the second of which gave
Los Angeles a 17-6 advantage with 1:57 remaining in
the first half. But Buffalo took only 67 seconds to march
76 yards and trim the deficit to 4 points at intermission.
A 37-yard pass interference penalty preceded Thurman
Thomas’ 8-yard touchdown run with 50 seconds re-
maining in the second quarter. That set up a flurry of ac-
tivity that saw the lead change three times in a span of
6:18 late in the third and early in the fourth quarters. Kel-
ly gave the Bills a 19-17 edge with a 25-yard touchdown
pass to Brooks with 3:23 left in the third period. Mo-
ments later, Buffalo safety Henry Jones recovered Mc-
Callum’s fumble on the Raiders’ 30-yard line, setting up
Steve Christie’s 29-yard field goal 59 seconds before
the end of the quarter. Two plays after that, Raiders wide
receiver Tim Brown took a short pass from a scrambling
Jeff Hostetler and turned it into an 86-yard touchdown
that put Los Angeles back on top 23-22. But the Bills re-
sponded by driving 71 yards to Kelly’s 22-yard touch-
down pass to Brooks 2:55 into the fourth quarter. That
held up for the winning points as Buffalo’s defense shut
down the Raiders. After gaining 14 first downs in the
first half, Los Angeles managed only 1 in the second

half, that coming on the long touchdown pass. Kelly
completed 27 of 37 passes for 287 yards for the Bills,
while Brooks caught 6 passes for 96 yards. Hostetler
was 14 of 20 for 230 yards for the Raiders. The game
was played in frigid conditions. Temperature at Rich
Stadium at kickoff was zero degrees, with the wind-chill
at minus-32.

L.A. Raiders o 17 6 0 — 238
Buffalo 0 13 9 7 — 29
Raid — FG Jaeger 30

Buff — Davis 1 run (kick failed)

Raid — McCallum 1 run (Jaeger kick)

Raid — McCallum 1 run (Jaeger kick)

Buff — Thomas 8 run (Christie kick)

Buff — Brooks 25 pass from Kelly (kick failed)
Buff — FG Christie 29

Raid — Brown 86 pass from Hostetler (kick failed)
Buff — Brooks 22 pass from Kelly (Christie kick)

KANSAS CITY 28, HOUSTON OILERS 20—Joe Mon-
tana threw 3 second-half touchdown passes, including
2 just 54 seconds apart in the fourth quarter, to rally the
Chiefs past the Oilers. Houston, which entered the
game with an 11-game winning streak, jumped out to a
10-0 lead in the opening quarter and still led 13-7 after
Al Del Greco’s 43-yard field goal with 9:37 remaining in
the fourth quarter. But Kansas City marched 71 yards in
only 59 seconds, the key play a 38-yard pass interfer-
ence penalty against Oilers cornerback Cris Dishman,
to take the lead for the first time on Montana’s 11-yard
touchdown pass to J.J. Birden. On the next play from
scrimmage, Chiefs linebacker Derrick Thomas sacked
Houston quarterback Warren Moon, forcing a fumble
that defensive tackle Dan Saleaumua recovered at the
Oilers’ 12-yard line. On third down, Montana’s 18-yard
touchdown pass to Willie Davis put Kansas City ahead
21-13 with 7:44 left. Houston drove 80 yards to a touch-
down to pull within 1 point with 3:45 to go, but Marcus
Allen’s 21-yard touchdown run at the 1:55 mark sealed
the Oilers’ fate. The key play on the Chiefs’ 79-yard
march came on third-and-1 from Kansas City’s 30-yard
line. Montana’s arm was hit as he threw, but his wobbly
pass was caught by tight end Keith Cash, who rumbled
41 yards to Houston’s 29. Cash also had a 7-yard
touchdown reception in the third quarter. Montana fin-
ished with 22 completions in 38 attempts for 299 yards.
Allen rushed for 74 yards on only 14 carries. Moon com-
pleted 32 of 43 passes for 306 yards for the Oilers. But
without the benefit of an effective rushing attack (Hous-
ton ran for only 39 yards), he was under pressure all af-
ternoon and was sacked 9 times. Thomas, Joe Phillips,
Albert Lewis, and Bennie Thompson each had 2 sacks
for the Chiefs, who equaled the NFL record for sacks in
a postseason game.

Kansas City 0 0 7 21 — 28
Hou. Oilers 10 0 0o 10 — 20
Hou — FG Del Greco 49

Hou — Brown 2 run (Del Greco kick)

KC — Cash 7 pass from Montana (Lowery kick)
Hou — FG Del Greco 43

KC — Birden 11 pass from Montana (Lowery kick)
KC — Davis 18 pass from Montana (Lowery kick)
Hou — Givins 7 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)

KC — Allen 21 run (Lowery kick)

1992

BUFFALO 24, PITTSBURGH 3—Frank Reich passed
for 2 touchdowns to lead the Bills to a methodical victo-
ry over the Steelers. Reich, playing for injured starter
Jim Kelly, completed 16 of 23 passes for 160 yards and
was not intercepted, while running back Kenneth Davis
added 104 yards on the ground. Pittsburgh, which led
the NFL with 43 takeaways during the regular season,
did not register any in this game while turning the ball
over 4 times. Trailing 3-0 in second quarter, Buffalo
drove 59 yards to a touchdown after defensive end Phil
Hansen recovered O’Donnell’s fumble at the Bills’ 41-
yard line. Reich’s 1-yard touchdown pass to tackle-eli-
gible Mitch Frerotte capped that drive and gave Buffalo
the lead for good. Reich’s 17-yard touchdown pass to
James Lofton 11 minutes into the second half gave the
Bills all the cushion they would need. O’Donnell, who
missed the last three games of the regular season, was
rusty in his return, completing 15 of 29 passes for 163

yards, with 2 interceptions. Steelers running back Barry
Foster gained 104 yards on 20 carries.

Buffalo 0 7 7 10 — 24
Pittsburgh 3 0 0 0o — 8
Pitt — FG Anderson 38

Buff — Frerotte 1 pass from Reich (Christie kick)
Buff — Lofton 17 pass from Reich (Christie kick)
Buff — FG Christie 43

Buff — Gardner 1 run (Christie kick)

MIAMI 31, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 0—Dan Marino
threw 3 first-half touchdown passes, including 2 just 79
seconds apart late in the second quarter to break open
a close game with the Chargers. Cornerback Troy Vin-
cent’s interception and 2-yard return to San Diego’s 48-
yard line set up Miami’s first touchdown, a 1-yard pass
from Marino to running back Tony Paige 6:30 before
halftime. Minutes later, Vincent intercepted another
pass, and it took Marino only two plays to put the Dol-
phins in the end zone again, this time on his 9-yard
strike to tight end Keith Jackson with 1:46 left in the half.
Chargers quarterback Stan Humphries then was inter-
cepted for the third time in the second quarter, this time
by linebacker Bryan Cox, who picked off Humphries
pass and returned it seven yards to the San Diego 42.
Marino’s 30-yard touchdown pass to Jackson with 27
seconds to go in the half put the game out of reach. Mi-
ami controlled the ball on the ground for most of the
second half, with Aaron Craver adding a 25-yard touch-
down run in the fourth quarter. Craver finished with 72
rushing yards, while Bobby Humphrey had 71. San
Diego managed only 10 first downs and 202 total yards,
and Humphries suffered 4 interceptions. The Chargers
entered the game with victories in each of their last
eight games and 12 of their last 13.

S.D. Chargers 0 0 0 0o — 0

Miami 0o 21 0 10 — 31

Mia — Paige 1 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)

Mia — K. Jackson 9 pass from Marino
(Stoyanovich kick)

Mia — K. Jackson 30 pass from Marino
(Stoyanovich kick)

Mia — FG Stoyanovich 22

Mia — Craver 25 run (Stoyanovich kick)

1991

DENVER 26, HOUSTON OILERS 24—David Tread-
well's 28-yard field goal with 16 seconds remaining lift-
ed the Broncos over the Oilers. Treadwell’s winning kick
capped a dramatic 87-yard drive engineered by quar-
terback John Elway. The key play on the drive was El-
way’s 44-yard pass to Vance Johnson on fourth-and-10
from the Denver 35. Houston built a 21-6 lead on 3
touchdown passes by Warren Moon. After Denver
closed to 21-16, the Oilers added a field goal to up their
lead to 24-16 with 13:25 left. But Elway marched the
Broncos 80 yards for a touchdown that pulled them
within one point and set up his last-minute heroics.

Hou. Oilers 14 7 0 3 — 24
Denver 6 7 3 10 — 26
Hou — Jeffires 15 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Hou — Hill 9 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Den — V. Johnson 10 pass from Elway (kick failed)
Hou — Duncan 6 pass from Moon (Del Greco kick)
Den — Lewis 1 run (Treadwell kick)

Den — FG Treadwell 49

Hou — FG Del Greco 25

Den — Lewis 1 run (Treadwell kick)

Den — FG Treadwell 28

BUFFALO 37, KANSAS CITY 14—Jim Kelly passed for
3 touchdowns as the Bills avenged a 33-6 regular-sea-
son defeat to the Chiefs. Kelly, who completed 23 of 35
passes for 273 yards, teamed with Andre Reed for scor-
ing passes of 25 and 53 yards as Buffalo built a 17-0
halftime lead. Kelly’s 10-yard touchdown pass to James
Lofton in the third quarter put the game out of reach at
24-0. The Bills gained 448 total yards while limiting
Kansas City to 213.

Kansas City 0 0 7 7 — 14
Buffalo 7 10 7 183 — 37
Buff — Reed 25 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)

Buff — Reed 53 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)

Buff — FG Norwood 33
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Buff — Lofton 10 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)
KC — Word 3 run (Lowery kick)

Buff — FG Norwood 20

Buff — FG Norwood 47

Buff — K. Davis 5 run (Norwood kick)

KC — F. Jones 20 pass from Vlasic (Lowery kick)
1990

BUFFALO 44, MIAMI 34—Thurman Thomas ran for 2
touchdowns and Andre Reed caught 2 to lead the Bills
over the Dolphins. Jim Kelly, returning to the lineup af-
ter being sidelined with an injury, passed for 339 yards
and 3 touchdowns. Kelly had scoring strikes of 40 yards
(to Reed) and 13 yards (to James Lofton) to help Buffa-
lo take a 27-17 halftime lead. After Miami closed within
30-27 early in the fourth quarter, Thomas ran 5 yards for
his second touchdown, and Kelly hit Reed for a 26-yard
score to clinch the victory.

Miami 3 14 3 14 — 34
Buffalo 13 14 3 14 — 44
Buff — Reed 40 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)

Mia — FG Stoyanovich 49

Buff — FG Norwood 24

Buff — FG Norwood 22

Buff — Thomas 5 run (Norwood kick)

Mia — Duper 64 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)
Buff — Lofton 13 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)
Mia — Marino 2 run (Stoyanovich kick)

Mia — FG Stoyanovich 22

Buff — FG Norwood 28

Mia — Foster 2 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)
Buff — Thomas 5 run (Norwood kick)

Buff — Reed 26 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)

Mia — Martin 8 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick)

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 20, CINCINNATI 10—Jay
Schroeder passed for 2 touchdowns and Marcus Allen
ran for 140 yards to lead the Raiders over the Bengals.
Schroeder gave Los Angeles a 7-3 halftime lead with a
13-yard scoring strike to Mervyn Fernandez. In the
fourth quarter, Schroeder connected with tight end
Ethan Horton on a 41-yard touchdown pass to break a
10-10 tie. The Raiders added a late field goal to clinch
the victory. Defensive end Greg Townsend posted 3
sacks to lead the Raiders’ defense.
Cincinnati 0 3 0 7 — 10
L.A. Raiders 0 7 3 10 — 20
Cin — FG Breech 27
Raid — Fernandez 13 pass from Schroeder

(Jaeger kick)
Raid — FG Jaeger 49
Cin  — Jennings 8 pass from Esiason (Breech kick)
Raid — Horton 41 pass from Schroeder (Jaeger kick)
Raid — FG Jaeger 25

1989

CLEVELAND BROWNS 34, BUFFALO 30—Clay
Matthews’ interception at the 1-yard line with 3 seconds
to play preserved the Browns’ win over the Bills. Buffa-
lo quarterback Jim Kelly passed for 405 yards and 4
touchdowns, while his Cleveland counterpart, Bernie
Kosar, had 3 scoring strikes. After the Bills pulled within
24-21 in the third quarter, Browns rookie Eric Metcalf re-
turned the ensuing kickoff 90 yards for a touchdown
and a 31-21 lead. The teams traded field goals, and
then Kelly’s fourth scoring pass made it 34-30. But the
Bills missed the extra point, a mistake that proved cru-
cial on their final drive when they had to try for the end
zone instead of kicking a potential tying field goal.

Buffalo 7 7 7 9 — 30
Cle. Browns 3 14 14 3 — 34
Buff — Reed 72 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)

Cle — FGBahr45

Cle — Slaughter 52 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)
Buff — Lofton 33 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)
Cle — Middleton 3 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)
Cle — Slaughter 44 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)
Buff — Thomas 6 pass from Kelly (Norwood kick)
Cle — Metcalf 90 kickoff return (Bahr kick)

Buff — FG Norwood 30

Cle — FGBahr47

Buff — Thomas 3 pass from Kelly (kick failed)

DENVER 24, PITTSBURGH 23—Melvin Bratton’s 1-

yard touchdown run with 2:27 remaining gave the Bron-
cos the win over the Steelers. Pittsburgh started fast,
building leads of 10-0 and 17-7. After Denver tied the
game in the third quarter, the Steelers answered with 2
field goals to take a 23-17 fourth-quarter lead. But quar-
terback John Elway marched the Broncos 71 yards to
the winning touchdown on Bratton’s second scoring
run of the day. Denver’s defense recovered a fumble
with 2:02 left to seal the victory.
Pittsburgh 3 14 3
Denver 0o 10 7
Pitt — FG Anderson 32

Pitt — Hoge 7 run (Anderson kick)
Den — Bratton 1 run (Treadwell kick)
Pitt — Lipps 9 pass from Brister (Anderson kick)
Den — FG Treadwell 43

Den — Johnson 37 pass from Elway (Treadwell kick)
Pitt — FG Anderson 35

Pitt — FG Anderson 32

Den — Bratton 1 run (Treadwell kick)

1988

CINCINNATI 21, SEATTLE 13—The Bengals built a
21-0 halftime lead and held on to defeat the Seahawks.
Rookie Ickey Woods, who ran for 126 yards on 23 car-
ries, capped Cincinnati’s scoring with a 1-yard touch-
down run in the second quarter. The Bengals then
turned it over to their defense, which limited Seattle to
18 rushing yards, and their running game, which col-
lected 254 yards. Cincinnati had the ball for 34:51 to
Seattle’s 24:49.

Seattle 0 0 0 13 — 13
Cincinnati 7 14 0 0o — 21
Cin  — Wilson 3 run (Breech kick)

Cin  — Wilson 3 run (Breech kick)

Cin  — Woods 1 run (Breech kick)

Sea — Williams 7 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson kick)
Sea — Krieg 1 run (kick failed)

3 — 28
7 — 24

BUFFALO 17, HOUSTON OILERS 10—The Bills de-
feated the Oilers thanks to their special teams, which
blocked a punt and a field goal, and their defense,
which forced 2 turnovers. Safety Leonard Smith
blocked a punt to set up the game’s first score, a 1-yard
run by Robb Riddick. After a Houston field goal, Buffa-
lo increased the lead to 17-3 on an 11-yard scoring run
by Thurman Thomas and a 27-yard field goal by Scott
Norwood. Mike Rozier's touchdown made it 17-10 in
the fourth quarter, but Buffalo’s defense collected an in-
terception and a fumble recovery to insure the victory.

Hou. Oilers 0 3 0 7 — 10
Buffalo 0 7 7 3 — 17
Buff — Riddick 1 run (Norwood kick)

Hou — FG Zendejas 35

Buff — Thomas 11 run (Norwood kick)

Buff — FG Norwood 27

Hou — Rozier 1 run (Zendejas kick)

1987

CLEVELAND BROWNS 38, INDIANAPOLIS 21—
Bernie Kosar passed for 229 yards and 3 touchdowns
to lead the Browns over the Colts. Kosar (10 yards to
Earnest Byner and 39 yards to Reggie Langhorne) and
the Colts’ Jack Trudeau (2 yards to Pat Beach and 19
yards to Eric Dickerson) traded scoring passes as the
teams battled to a 14-14 halftime tie. In the third quarter,
Byner, who finished with 122 rushing yards, ran 2 yards
for a score to cap an 86-yard drive and give the Browns
a lead they did not relinquish. Kosar’s third scoring strike
highlighted the Browns’ 17-point fourth quarter.

Indianapolis 7 7 0 7 — 21
Cle. Browns 7 7 7 17 — 38
Cle — Byner 10 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)

Ind — Beach 2 pass from Trudeau (Biasucci kick)
Cle — Langhorne 39 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)
Ind — Dickerson 19 pass from Trudeau (Biasucci kick)

Cle — Byner 2 run (Bahr kick)
Cle — FGBahr22

Cle — Brennan 2 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)
Ind — Bentley 1 run (Biasucci kick)
Cle — Minnifield 48 interception return (Bahr kick)

DENVER 34, HOUSTON OILERS 10—John Elway
passed for 2 touchdowns and ran for another to lead

the Broncos’ rout of the Oilers. Denver capitalized on 2
Houston turnovers to take a 14-0 first-quarter lead. El-
way made it 24-3 at halftime with his second scoring
toss to tight end Clarence Kay. Elway, who completed
14 of 25 passes for 259 yards, closed the scoring with a
3-yard run in the fourth quarter. The Broncos’ Vance
Johnson caught 4 passes for 105 yards.

Hou. Oilers 0 3 0 7 — 10
Denver 14 10 3 7 — 34
Den — Lang 1 run (Karlis kick)

Den — Kay 27 pass from Elway (Karlis kick)

Den — FG Karlis 43

Hou — FG Zendejas 46

Den — Kay 1 pass from Elway (Karlis kick)

Den — FG Karlis 23

Hou — Givins 19 pass from Moon (Zendejas kick)
Den — Elway 3 run (Karlis kick)

1986

CLEVELAND BROWNS 23, NEW YORK JETS 20—
Mark Moseley’s 27-yard field goal 2:02 into the second
overtime period gave the Browns the victory in the
NFL’s third-longest game. Cleveland’s Bernie Kosar set
NFL postseason records for attempts (64) and yards
(489). The Browns trailed 20-10 with 4:14 remaining in
regulation, but Kosar marched Cleveland 58 yards for a
touchdown and 37 yards for a field goal to force over-
time. The Browns’ defense recorded a playoff-record 9
sacks, including 3 by defensive end Carl Hairston.

N.Y. Jets 7 3 3 7 0 0 —20
Cle. Browns 7 3 0o 10 0 3 —23

NYJ — Walker 42 pass from Ryan (Leahy kick)

Cle — Fontenot 37 pass from Kosar (Moseley kick)
Cle — FG Moseley 38

NYJ — FG Leahy 46

NYJ — FG Leahy 37

NYJ — McNeil 25 run (Leahy kick)

Cle — Mack 1 run (Moseley kick)
Cle — FG Moseley 22
Cle — FG Moseley 27

DENVER 22, NEW ENGLAND 17—John Elway passed
for 1 score and ran for another to lead the Broncos to
their first postseason victory at home since 1977. El-
way’s 22-yard touchdown run gave Denver a 10-7 half-
time lead. Tony Eason’s second touchdown pass to
Stanley Morgan, from 45 yards, gave New England a
17-13 third-quarter lead. But on the final play of the third
quarter, Elway teamed with Vance Johnson for a
48-yard score and a 20-17 lead. The Broncos’ defense
added a safety in the fourth quarter.

New England 0o 10 7 0o — 17
Denver 3 7 10 2 — 22
Den — FG Karlis 27

NE — Morgan 19 pass from Eason (Franklin kick)
Den — Elway 22 run (Karlis kick)

NE — FG Franklin 38

Den — FG Karlis 22

NE — Morgan 45 pass from Eason (Franklin kick)
Den — Johnson 48 pass from Elway (Karlis kick)
Den — Safety, Jones tackled Eason in end zone
1985

MIAMI 24, CLEVELAND BROWNS 21—The Dolphins
rallied from a 21-3 deficit to defeat the Browns. Cleve-
land built its 18-point advantage on a 16-yard touch-
down pass from Bernie Kosar to Ozzie Newsome and 2
touchdown runs by Earnest Byner (21 and 66 yards).
After Byner’s second scoring run, Dan Marino led the
Dolphins on two third-quarter touchdown drives. In the
fourth quarter, Ron Davenport’s second touchdown run
with 1:57 remaining gave Miami a 24-21 lead. Byner
gained 161 yards on 16 carries in a losing effort.

Cle. Browns 7 7 7 0o — 21
Miami 3 0 14 7 — 24
Mia — FG Reveiz 51

Cle — Newsome 16 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick)
Cle — Byner 21 run (Bahr kick)

Cle — Byner 66 run (Bahr kick)

Mia — Moore 6 pass from Marino (Reveiz kick)
Mia — Davenport 31 run (Reveiz kick)

Mia — Davenport 1 run (Reveiz kick)

NEW ENGLAND 27, LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 20—
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The Patriots turned 6 Raiders’ turnovers into 20 points
to defeat Los Angeles. A fumble recovery set up the
game'’s first score on a 13-yard pass from Tony Eason
to Lin Dawson. The Raiders answered with 17 points,
but also turned over the ball twice to set up 2 Patriots’
field goals. The latter field goal tied the game 20-20, and
on the ensuing kickoff, Patriots safety Jim Bowman re-
covered a Raiders’ fumble in the end zone for what
proved to be the winning touchdown.

New England 7 10 10 0o — 27
L.A. Raiders 3 17 0 0 — 20
NE — Dawson 13 pass from Eason (Franklin kick)

Raid — FG Bahr 29

Raid — Hester 16 pass from Wilson (Bahr kick)

Raid — Allen 11 run (Bahr kick)

NE — C. James 2 run (Franklin kick)

NE — FG Franklin 45

Raid — FG Bahr 32

NE — FG Franklin 32

NE — Bowman fumble recovery in end zone
(Franklin kick)

1984

MIAMI 31, SEATTLE 10—Dan Marino passed for 3
touchdowns to lead the Dolphins over the Seahawks.
With Miami leading only 14-10, Marino threw 2 touch-
downs—3 yards to Bruce Hardy and 33 yards to Mark
Clayton—in a five-minute span of the third quarter to
blow the game open. Uwe von Schamann’s 37-yard
field goal finished the scoring. Marino finished with 21
completions in 34 attempts for 262 yards.

Seattle 0 10 0 0o — 10
Miami 7 7 14 3 — 31
Mia — Nathan 14 run (von Schamann kick)
Sea — FG N. Johnson 27
Mia — Cefalo 34 pass from Marino

(von Schamann kick)
Sea — Largent 56 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson kick)

Mia — Hardy 3 pass from Marino (von Schamann kick)

Mia — Clayton 33 pass from Marino
(von Schamann kick)
Mia — FG von Schamann 37

PITTSBURGH 24, DENVER 17—Frank Pollard’s sec-
ond touchdown, a 2-yard run with 1:59 left, lifted the
Steelers over the Broncos. Pollard’s winning score was
set up by Eric Williams, who returned an interception 28
yards to the Denver 2. John Elway passed for 2 scores,
including a 20-yard strike to Steve Watson that gave the
Broncos a 17-10 lead. But Pittsburgh answered with a
10-yard scoring pass from Mark Malone to Louis Lipps
to tie the game late in the third quarter.

Pittsburgh 0 10 7 7 — 24
Denver 7 0o 10 0o — 17
Den — J. Wright 9 pass from Elway (Karlis kick)

Pitt — FG Anderson 28

Pitt — Pollard 1 run (Anderson kick)

Den — FG Karlis 21

Den — Watson 20 pass from Elway (Karlis kick)
Pitt — Lipps 10 pass from Malone (Anderson kick)
Pitt — Pollard 2 run (Anderson kick)

1983

SEATTLE 27, MIAMI 20—The Seahawks scored 10
points in the final two minutes to defeat the Dolphins.
Trailing 20-17, Seattle drove 66 yards to the go-ahead
score on a 2-yard run by Curt Warner. Norm Johnson
added a clinching field goal after the Seahawks recov-
ered a fumble on the ensuing kickoff. Warner finished
with 113 yards on 29 carries. Miami’s Dan Marino
passed for 2 touchdowns, including a 32-yard strike to
Mark Duper, who had 9 catches for 117 yards.

Seattle 0 7 7 18 — 27
Miami 0 13 0 7 — 20
Mia — D. Johnson 19 pass from Marino (kick failed)

Sea — C. Bryant 6 pass from Krieg (N. Johnson kick)
Mia — Duper 32 pass from Marino
(von Schamann kick)
Sea — Warner 1 run (N. Johnson kick)
Sea — FG N. Johnson 27
Mia — Bennett 3 run (von Schamann kick)
Sea — Warner 2 run (N. Johnson kick)
Sea — FG N. Johnson 37

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 38, PITTSBURGH 10—The
Raiders exploded for 21 points in the third quarter to run
away from the Steelers. Kenny King started the outburst
with a 9-yard run, followed by Marcus Allen, who ran 49
yards for his second touchdown of the day to give Los
Angeles a 31-3 lead. After Pittsburgh scored, Frank
Hawkins capped the scoring with a 2-yard run. Allen
rushed for 121 yards on 13 carries, helping the Raiders
amass 413 total yards.

Pittsburgh 3 0 7
L.A. Raiders 7 10 21
Pitt — FG Anderson 17

— 10

0
0 — 38

Raid — Hayes 18 interception return (Bahr kick)
Raid — Allen 4 run (Bahr kick)

Raid — FG Bahr 45

Raid — King 9 run (Bahr kick)

Raid — Allen 49 run (Bahr kick)

Pitt — Stallworth 58 pass from Stoudt
(Anderson kick)
Raid — Hawkins 2 run (Bahr kick)

1982

NEW YORK JETS 17, LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 14—
Scott Dierking’s 1-yard touchdown run with 3:45 re-
maining lifted the Jets over the Raiders. After Dierking’s
run, linebacker Lance Mehl preserved the win by inter-
cepting 2 passes in the final three minutes. New York
led 10-0 at halftime, but Los Angeles scored twice in the
third quarter on a 3-yard run by Marcus Allen and a 57-
yard pass from Jim Plunkett to Malcolm Barnwell. The
Raiders missed a chance to extend their 14-10 lead
when Allen fumbled deep in Jets territory.

N.Y. Jets 7 3 0 7 — 17
L.A. Raiders 0 0 14 0 — 14
NYJ — Walker 20 pass from Todd (Leahy kick)
NYJ — FG Leahy 30

Raid — Allen 3 run (Babhr kick)

Raid — Barnwell 57 pass from Plunkett (Bahr kick)
NYJ — Dierking 1 run (Leahy kick)

MIAMI 34, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 13—The Dol-
phins’ defense forced 7 turnovers as Miami coasted to
victory. Miami built a 24-0 lead on 2 touchdown passes
by David Woodley, Andra Franklin’s 3-yard scoring run,
and Uwe von Schamann’s 24-yard field goal. After San
Diego closed to 27-13, Miami clinched the win on a 7-
yard touchdown run by Woodley in the fourth quarter.
Woodley completed 17 of 22 passes for 195 yards. Mi-
ami held the Chargers’ offense to 247 yards.

S.D. Chargers 0 13 0 0 — 13
Miami 7 20 0 7 — 34
Mia — Moore 3 pass from Woodley
(von Schamann kick)
Mia — Franklin 3 run (von Schamann kick)
Mia — Lee 6 pass from Woodley (von Schamann kick)
Mia — FG von Schamann 24
SD — Joiner 28 pass from Fouts (kick failed)
Mia — FG von Schamann 23
SD — Muncie 1 run (Benirschke kick)
Mia — Woodley 7 run (von Schamann kick)
1981

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 41, MIAMI 38—Rolf
Benirschke’s 29-yard field goal 13:52 into overtime lift-
ed the Chargers over the Dolphins in one of the great-
est games ever. San Diego built a 24-0 first-quarter ad-
vantage before Miami stormed back to take a 38-31
lead behind backup quarterback Don Strock. But Dan
Fouts led the Chargers to a tying touchdown late in the
fourth quarter, and San Diego blocked 2 potential
game-winning field goals by Miami’s Uwe von
Schamann to set up Benirschke’s winning kick. Fouts
passed for 433 yards and Strock passed for 403 yards
in a record-breaking game.

S.D. Chargers 24 0 7 7 3 — 4
Miami o 17 14 7 0 — 38
SD — FG Benirschke 32

SD — Chandler 56 punt return (Benirschke kick)

SD — Muncie 1 run (Benirschke kick)

SD — Brooks 8 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)
Mia — FG von Schamann 34

Mia — Rose 1 pass from Strock (von Schamann kick)
Mia — Nathan 25 lateral from Harris after pass from

Strock (von Schamann kick)

Mia — Rose 15 pass from Strock
(von Schamann kick)

SD — Winslow 25 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)

Mia — Hardy 50 pass from Strock
(von Schamann kick)
Mia — Nathan 12 run (von Schamann kick)

SD — Brooks 9 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)
SD — FG Benirschke 29

CINCINNATI 28, BUFFALO 21—Ken Anderson fired a
16-yard touchdown pass to rookie Cris Collinsworth
with 10:39 remaining to lift the Bengals over the Bills.
Cincinnati raced to a 14-point first-quarter lead, but Buf-
falo tied the game on 2 touchdown runs by Joe Cribbs.
The Bengals regained the lead on Charles Alexander’s
20-yard scoring run. Buffalo answered early in the
fourth-quarter with a 21-yard scoring pass from Joe Fer-
guson to Jerry Butler. The Bengals countered with a
78-yard drive for the winning score.

Buffalo 0 7 7 7 — 21
Cincinnati 14 0 7 7 — 28
Cin — Alexander 4 run (Breech kick)

Cin  — Johnson 1 run (Breech kick)

Buff — Cribbs 1 run (Mike-Mayer kick)

Buff — Cribbs 44 run (Mike-Mayer kick)
Cin  — Alexander 20 run (Breech kick)

Buff — Butler 21 pass from Ferguson
(Mike-Mayer kick)

Cin — Collinsworth 16 pass from Anderson
(Breech kick)

1980

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 20, BUFFALO 14—Ron
Smith’s 50-yard touchdown reception with 2:08 remain-
ing gave the Chargers the win over the Bills. Buffalo
built a 14-3 halftime lead on a 1-yard run by Roosevelt
Leaks and a 9-yard pass from Joe Ferguson to Frank
Lewis. Dan Fouts led the Chargers 70 yards to open the
second half, capping the drive with a 9-yard scoring
pass to Charlie Joiner. Rolf Benirschke made it 14-13
early in the fourth quarter with a 22-yard field goal.
Fouts completed 22 of 37 passes for 314 yards.

Buffalo 0 14 0 0o — 14
S.D. Chargers 3 0 7 10 — 20
SD — FG Benirschke 22

Buff — Leaks 1 run (Mike-Mayer kick)

Buff — Lewis 9 pass from Ferguson (Mike-Mayer kick)
SD — Joiner 9 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)
SD — FG Benirschke 22

SD — Smith 50 pass from Fouts (Benirschke kick)

OAKLAND 14, CLEVELAND BROWNS 12—Safety
Mike Davis’ end-zone interception with 41 seconds re-
maining saved the Raiders’ victory over the Browns.
Playing in one-degree weather, Oakland drove 64 and
80 yards for its touchdowns, both coming on 1-yard
runs by Mark van Eeghen. The latter score came with
9:22 remaining. The conditions and Raiders’ defense
combined to limit Brian Sipe to a 13-0f-40 day, although
he did drive the Browns 73 yards in the final minutes be-
fore throwing the fateful interception.

Oakland 0 7 0 7 — 14
Cle. Browns 0 6 6 0o — 12
Cle — Bolton 42 interception return (kick failed)

Oak — van Eeghen 1 run (Bahr kick)
Cle — FG Cockroft 30
Cle — FG Cockroft 30
Oak — van Eeghen 1 run (Bahr kick)

1979

HOUSTON OILERS 17, SAN DIEGO CHARGERS
14—Safety Vernon Perry intercepted a playoff-record 4
passes to lead the Oilers past the Chargers. Perry’s
thefts set up Houston’s first 10 points, and J.C. Wilson’s
interception set up the winning touchdown, which
came on a 47-yard pass from Gifford Nielsen to Mike
Renfro. Nielsen and running back Rob Carpenter were
playing in place of Dan Pastorini and Earl Campbell,
who were injured. San Diego’s Dan Fouts passed for
333 yards.

Hou. Oilers 0o 10 7 0o — 17
S.D. Chargers 7 0 7 0o — 14
SD — C. Williams 1 run (Wood kick)

Hou — FG Fritsch 26
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Hou — Clark 1 run (Fritsch kick)
SD — Mitchell 8 run (Wood kick)
Hou — Renfro 47 pass from Nielsen (Fritsch kick)

PITTSBURGH 34, MIAMI 14—The Steelers raced to a
20-0 first-quarter lead and coasted to victory over the
Dolphins. Pittsburgh drove 62, 62, and 56 yards for
touchdowns on its first three possessions. After Miami
scored in the third quarter, Rocky Bleier and Franco
Harris added touchdown runs to put the game away.
Terry Bradshaw passed for 230 yards and 2 touch-
downs for the Steelers. Pittsburgh’s “Steel Curtain” de-
fense limited Miami to 25 rushing yards.
Miami 0 0 7 7 — 14
Pittsburgh 20 0 7 7 — 34
Pitt — Thornton 1 run (Bahr kick)
Pitt — Stallworth 17 pass from Bradshaw (kick
blocked)
Pitt — Swann 20 pass from Bradshaw (Bahr kick)
Mia — D. Harris 7 pass from Griese
(von Schamann kick)
Pitt — Bleier 1 run (Bahr kick)
Pitt — F. Harris 5 run (Bahr kick)
Mia — Csonka 1 run (von Schamann kick)

1978

PITTSBURGH 33, DENVER 10—Terry Bradshaw com-
pleted 16 of 29 passes for 272 yards and 2 scores to
lead the Steelers over the Broncos. Pittsburgh led only
19-10in the fourth quarter, but Bradshaw sealed the vic-
tory by throwing touchdown passes to John Stallworth
(45 yards) and Lynn Swann (38 yards). Stallworth fin-
ished with 10 receptions for 156 yards, while Franco
Harris ran for 105 yards and 2 touchdowns.

Denver 3 7 0 0 — 10
Pittsburgh 6 13 0 14 — 33
Den — FG Turner 37

Pitt — Harris 1 run (kick failed)
Pitt — Harris 18 run (Gerela kick)
Pitt — FG Gerela 24
Den — Preston 3 run (Turner kick)
Pitt — FG Gerela 27
Pitt — Stallworth 45 pass from Bradshaw
(Gerela kick)
Pitt — Swann 38 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick)

HOUSTON OILERS 31, NEW ENGLAND 14—Dan
Pastorini fired 3 second-quarter touchdown passes to
propel the Oilers past the Patriots. Pastorini’s scoring
tosses (71 yards to Ken Burrough, 19 and 13 yards to
Mike Barber) gave Houston a 21-0 halftime lead. After
the Patriots closed to 24-14 in the fourth quarter,
linebacker Gregg Bingham intercepted a pass deep in
New England territory to set up Earl Campbell’s clinch-
ing touchdown run. Safety Mike Reinfeldt set up 2
touchdowns with interceptions in the first half.

Hou. Oilers o 21 3 7 — 3
New England 0 0 7 7 — 14
Hou — Burrough 71 pass from Pastorini (Fritsch kick)

Hou — Barber 19 pass from Pastorini (Fritsch kick)
Hou — Barber 13 pass from Pastorini (Fritsch kick)
Hou — FG Fritsch 30

NE — Jackson 24 pass from Johnson (Posey kick)
NE — Francis 24 pass from Owen (Posey kick)
Hou — Campbell 2 run (Fritsch kick)

1977

DENVER 34, PITTSBURGH 21—The Broncos used 2
fourth-quarter interceptions by linebacker Tom Jackson
to stave off the Steelers. Denver, playing in its first play-
off game ever, built leads of 7-0, 14-7, and 21-14, only
to have Pittsburgh rally to tie each time. Jim Turner gave
Denver a 24-21 lead with a 44-yard field goal in the
fourth quarter, and Jackson made it stick, setting up a
field goal and a touchdown (on a 34-yard pass from
Craig Morton to Jack Dolbin) with his 2 thefts.

Pittsburgh 0o 14 0 7 — 21
Denver 7 7 7 13 — 34
Den — Lytle 7 run (Turner kick)

Pitt — Bradshaw 1 run (Gerela kick)

Den — Armstrong 10 run (Turner kick)

Pitt — Harris 1 run (Gerela kick)
Den — Odoms 30 pass from Morton (Turner kick)
Pitt — Brown 1 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick)

Den — FG Turner 44
Den — FG Turner 25
Den — Dolbin 34 pass from Morton (Turner kick)

OAKLAND 37, BALTIMORE COLTS 31 (OT)—Ken
Stabler’s 3 touchdown passes to Dave Casper, the last
with 43 seconds gone in the second overtime period,
gave the Raiders the victory. Baltimore led 10-7 at half-
time, but in the second half, the teams traded scores in
a game that featured eight lead changes. Trailing 31-28,
Stabler and Casper teamed for a 42-yard completion—
the “Ghost to the Post” play—to set up the tying field
goal. Stabler passed for 345 yards, leading a Raiders’
offense that gained 491 total yards (to 301 for the

Colts).
Oakland 7 0o 14 10 0 6 —37
Balt. Colts 0 10 7 14 0 0 —31

Oak — Davis 30 run (Mann kick)

Balt — Laird 61 interception return (Linhart kick)
Balt — FG Linhart 36

Oak — Casper 8 pass from Stabler (Mann kick)
Balt — Johnson 87 kickoff return (Linhart kick)
Oak — Casper 8 pass from Stabler (Mann kick)
Balt — R. Lee 1 run (Linhart kick)

Oak — Banaszak 1 run (Mann kick)

Balt — R. Lee 13 run (Linhart kick)

Oak — FG Mann 22

Oak — Casper 10 pass from Stabler (no kick)
1976

OAKLAND 24, NEW ENGLAND 21—Ken Stabler ral-
lied the Raiders over the Patriots with 14 fourth-quarter
points. Trailing 21-10, Stabler led a 70-yard, 11-play
drive that culminated with a 1-yard touchdown run by
Mark van Eeghen. After the Patriots missed a field goal,
Stabler led Oakland 68 yards in 12 plays, capped by his
1-yard scoring run with 10 seconds remaining. Stabler
passed for 233 yards, including 9 completions to Fred
Biletnikoff for 137 yards and 1 score. New England out-
gained Oakland 331 yards to 282.

New England 7 0 14 0o — 21

Oakland 3 7 0 14 — 24
NE — A.Johnson 1 run (Smith kick)

Oak — FG Mann 40

Oak — Biletnikoff 31 pass from Stabler (Mann kick)
NE — Francis 26 pass from Grogan (Smith kick)

NE — Phillips 3 run (Smith kick)
Oak — van Eeghen 1 run (Mann kick)
Oak — Stabler 1 run (Mann kick)

PITTSBURGH 40, BALTIMORE COLTS 14—The
Steelers set a club postseason record for points en
route to their victory over the Colts. Terry Bradshaw
completed 14 of 18 passes for 264 yards and 3 touch-
downs, including a 76-yard strike to Frank Lewis on the
game’s third play. Bradshaw added 29- and 11-yard
scoring passes to Lynn Swann. Franco Harris ran for
132 yards as Pittsburgh amassed 526 total yards and
29 first downs, while limiting Baltimore to 170 and 16,
respectively.

Pittsburgh 9 17 0 14 — 40
Balt. Colts 7 0 0 7 — 14
Pitt — Lewis 76 pass from Bradshaw (kick failed)
Pitt — FG Gerela 45

Balt — Carr 17 pass from Jones (Linhart kick)

Pitt — Harrison 1 run (Gerela kick)

Pitt — Swann 29 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick)
Pitt — FG Gerela 25

Pitt — Swann 11 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick)
Balt — Leaks 1 run (Linhart kick)

Pitt — Harrison 10 run (Gerela kick)

1975

PITTSBURGH 28, BALTIMORE COLTS 10—Franco
Harris carried 27 times for 153 yards, and Andy Russell
set an NFL postseason mark with a 93-yard fumble re-
covery return for a touchdown to lead the Steelers over
the Colts. Baltimore, without quarterback Bert Jones for
much of the game, still managed to forge a 10-7 third-
quarter lead. But the Steelers responded with touch-
down runs from Rocky Bleier and Terry Bradshaw, and
then clinched the victory when linebacker Jack Ham
forced a fumble that Russell scooped up and carried
back 983 yards.

Balt. Colts 0 7 3 0o — 10
Pittsburgh 7 0 7 14 — 28
Pitt — Harris 8 run (Gerela kick)

Balt — Doughty 5 pass from Domres (Linhart kick)
Balt — FG Linhart 21

Pitt — Bleier 7 run (Gerela kick)

Pitt — Bradshaw 2 run (Gerela kick)

Pitt — Russell 93 fumble recovery return

(Gerela kick)

OAKLAND 31, CINCINNATI 28—Ken Stabler’s 3
touchdown passes led the Raiders over the Bengals.
Oakland built a 31-14 lead on Stabler’s scoring passes
to Mike Siani (9 yards), Bob Moore (8 yards), and Dave
Casper (2 yards). But 2 late touchdowns pulled the
Bengals within 31-28, and Cincinnati had a chance to
win or tie the game after recovering a fumble at the
Raiders’ 38. But Oakland’s defense stopped Cincinnati
on downs, and the Raiders ran out the final two min-
utes. Oakland finished with 358 total yards.

Cincinnati 0 7 7 14 — 28
Oakland 3 14 7 7 — 31
Oak — FG Blanda 27

Oak — Siani 9 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)

Cin  — Fritts 1 run (Green kick)

Oak — Moore 8 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)
Oak — Banaszak 6 run (Blanda kick)

Cin — Elliott 6 run (Green kick)

Oak — Casper 2 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)
Cin  — Joiner 25 pass from Anderson (Green kick)
Cin  — Curtis 14 pass from Anderson (Green kick)
1974

OAKLAND 28, MIAMI 26—The Raiders’ Clarence
Davis outfought several Dolphins for the winning 8-yard
touchdown catch with 25 seconds remaining. Miami
took a 26-21 lead with 2:08 left in the game, but Ken
Stabler led the Raiders down the field. Unable to find a
receiver, and about to be sacked, Stabler threw into a
crowd of Dolphins. Davis somehow emerged with the
football and the victory. Stabler passed for 293 yards
and 4 scores, including 3 in a furious second half that
featured five lead changes. The Raiders’ Fred Biletnikoff
caught 8 passes for 122 yards.

Miami 7 3 6 10 — 26
Oakland 0 7 7 14 — 28
Mia — N. Moore 89 kickoff return (Yepremian kick)
Oak — C. Smith 31 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)
Mia — FG Yepremian 33

Oak — Biletnikoff 13 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)
Mia — Warfield 16 pass from Griese (kick blocked)
Mia — FG Yepremian 46

Oak — Branch 72 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)
Mia — Malone 23 run (Yepremian kick)

Oak — Davis 8 pass from Stabler (Blanda kick)

PITTSBURGH 32, BUFFALO 14—Franco Harris ran for
3 touchdowns to key a second-quarter explosion that
propelled the Steelers over the Bills. Trailing 7-3, Pitts-
burgh took control of the game with a 27-yard scoring
pass from Terry Bradshaw to Rocky Bleier and touch-
down runs of 1, 4, and 1 yards by Harris, who rushed for
74 yards. The Steelers finished with 438 total yards and
29 first downs, while their defense limited Buffalo’s O.J.
Simpson to 49 rushing yards.
Buffalo 7 0 7 0o — 14
Pittsburgh 3 26 0 3 — 32
Pitt — FG Gerela 21
Buff — Seymour 22 pass from Ferguson

(Leypoldt kick)
Pitt — Bleier 27 pass from Bradshaw (kick blocked)
Pitt — Harris 1 run (Gerela kick)
Pitt — Harris 4 run (kick blocked)
Pitt — Harris 1 run (Gerela kick)
Buff — Simpson 3 pass from Ferguson

(Leypoldt kick)
Pitt — FG Gerela 22

1973

OAKLAND 33, PITTSBURGH 14—Pinpoint passing by
Ken Stabler and a 232-yard rushing effort helped the
Raiders pull away from the Steelers. Stabler completed
14 of 17 passes for 142 yards and no interceptions,
while Marv Hubbard ran for 91 yards and 2 touchdowns
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to lead Oakland’s ground game. Willie Brown blew
open a close game when he returned an interception 54
yards for a touchdown to give Oakland a 23-7 third-
quarter lead. George Blanda kicked 4 field goals for the
Raiders.

Pittsburgh 0 7 0 7 — 14
Oakland 7 3 13 10 — 33
Oak — Hubbard 1 run (Blanda kick)
Oak — FG Blanda 25
Pitt — B. Pearson 4 pass from Bradshaw

(Gerela kick)
Oak — FG Blanda 31
Oak — FG Blanda 22
Oak — Brown 54 interception return (Blanda kick)
Oak — FG Blanda 10
Pitt — Lewis 26 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick)
Oak — Hubbard 1 run (Blanda kick)

MIAMI 34, CINCINNATI 16—Bob Griese threw 2
touchdown passes and then turned it over to his run-
ning backs in the Dolphins’ win over the Bengals. After
Cincinnati narrowed Miami’s lead to 21-16, the Dol-
phins pulled away on Griese’s 7-yard scoring pass to
Jim Mandich and 2 long field goals by Garo Yepremian.
Miami rushed for 241 yards, topped by Mercury Mortis,
who ran for 106 yards and 1 score. Miami’s defense lim-
ited Cincinnati’s offense to 194 total yards, 11 first
downs, and no touchdowns.

Cincinnati 3 13 0 0 — 16
Miami 14 7 10 3 — 34
Mia — Warfield 13 pass from Griese (Yepremian kick)

Cin  — FG Muhlmann 24

Mia — Csonka 1 run (Yepremian kick)

Mia — Morris 4 run (Yepremian kick)

Cin  — Craig 45 interception return (Muhimann kick)
Cin  — FG Muhimann 46

Cin  — FG Muhlmann 12

Mia — Mandich 7 pass from Griese (Yepremian kick)
Mia — FG Yepremian 50

Mia — FG Yepremian 46

1972

PITTSBURGH 13, OAKLAND 7—Franco Harris’ “Im-
maculate Reception” provided the winning points for
the Steelers in their first postseason victory ever. On
fourth-and-10 from the Steelers’ 40, Terry Bradshaw
fired a pass over the middle intended for John
(Frenchy) Fuqua. The ball and Raiders safety Jack
Tatum arrived at Fuqua simultaneously. The ball rico-
cheted off Tatum to Harris, who carried it 42 yards down
the sidelines, crossing the goal line with five seconds
remaining for one of the wildest finishes ever.

Oakland 0 0 0 7 — 7
Pittsburgh 0 0 3 10 — 13
Pitt — FG Gerela 18

Pitt — FG Gerela 29

Oak — Stabler 30 run (Blanda kick)

Pitt — Harris 60 pass from Bradshaw (Gerela kick)

MIAMI 20, CLEVELAND BROWNS 14—The Dolphins
came from behind to defeat the Browns and remain un-
beaten. Trailing 14-13, Miami marched 80 yards to the
winning score, led by Paul Warfield’s 15- and 35-yard
receptions. Miami led 10-0 until the third quarter, when
Cleveland’s Mike Phipps ran 5 yards for a touchdown.
After a Miami field goal, Phipps gave the Browns the
lead in the fourth quarter with a 27-yard scoring pass to
Fair Hooker. The Dolphins intercepted 5 passes, in-
cluding 1 in the closing seconds to seal the victory.

Cle. Browns 0 0 7 7 — 14
Miami 10 0 0 10 — 20
Mia — Babb 5 blocked punt return (Yepremian kick)

Mia — FG Yepremian 40

Cle — Phipps 5 run (Cockroft kick)

Mia — FG Yepremian 46

Cle — Hooker 27 pass from Phipps (Cockroft kick)
Mia — Kiick 8 run (Yepremian kick)

1971

MIAMI 27, KANSAS CITY 24 (OT)—The Dolphins’
Garo Yepremian kicked a 37-yard field goal 7:40 into
the second overtime period to end the NFL'’s longest
game. Bob Griese rallied Miami three times, the last
time on a 5-yard touchdown pass to Marv Fleming late

in the fourth quarter to tie the game 24-24. Kansas City
had two chances to win, but missed a field goal in reg-
ulation and had another blocked in overtime. Ed
Podolak gained 350 all-purpose yards for the Chiefs.
Miami o 10 7 7 0 3 —27
Kansas City 10 o 7 7 0 0 — 24
KC — FG Stenerud 24

KC — Podolak 7 pass from Dawson (Stenerud kick)
Mia — Csonka 1 run (Yepremian kick)

Mia — FG Yepremian 14

KC — Otis 1 run (Stenerud kick)

Mia — Kiick 1 run (Yepremian kick)

KC — Podolak 3 run (Stenerud kick)

Mia — Fleming 5 pass from Griese (Yepremian kick)
Mia — FG Yepremian 37

BALTIMORE COLTS 20, CLEVELAND BROWNS 3—
Don Nottingham, playing for the injured Norm Bulaich,
rushed for 92 yards and 2 touchdowns to help the Colts
defeat the Browns. Cleveland missed two early oppor-
tunities when it fumbled at the Baltimore 12 and had a
short field goal blocked. The Colts then drove 92 yards
to Nottingham’s 1-yard scoring run, followed by an in-
terception that set up Nottingham’s 7-yard touchdown
run. The Colts limited the Browns to 165 total yards.

Balt. Colts 0 14 3 3 — 20
Cle. Browns 0 0 3 0o — 3
Balt — Nottingham 1 run (O’Brien kick)

Balt — Nottingham 7 run (O’Brien kick)

Cle — FG Cockroft 14

Balt — FG O’Brien 42

Balt — FG O’Brien 15

1970

BALTIMORE COLTS 17, CINCINNATI 0—Johnny Uni-
tas passed for 2 touchdowns and the Colts’ defense
shut down the Bengals’ offense in Baltimore’s victory.
On a cold and windy day, the Colts opened the scoring
with a 45-yard touchdown pass from Unitas to Roy Jef-
ferson. Jim O’Brien’s 44-yard field goal made it 10-0 at
halftime, and then Unitas provided the clinching score
with a 53-yard touchdown pass to Ed Hinton. Norm Bu-
laich gained 116 yards on 25 carries for Baltimore. The
Colts limited the Bengals to 139 total yards.

Cincinnati 0 0 0 0o — 0
Balt. Colts 7 3 0 7 — 17
Balt — Jefferson 45 pass from Unitas (O’Brien kick)
Balt — FG O’Brien 44

Balt — Hinton 53 pass from Unitas (O’Brien kick)

OAKLAND 21, MIAMI 14—The Raiders used two big
plays to defeat the Dolphins. The first was by the de-
fense, as Willie Brown returned an interception 50 yards
for a touchdown to give Oakland a 14-7 third-quarter
lead. Brown’s score was the turning point for a frustrat-
ed Raiders team that had lost 3 fumbles in the muddy
conditions. The second big play was by the offense,
which delivered an 82-yard touchdown pass from
Daryle Lamonica to Rod Sherman that put the game out
of reach.

Miami 0 7 0 7 — 14
Oakland 0 7 7 7 — 21
Mia — Warfield 16 pass from Griese (Yepremian kick)

Oak — Biletnikoff 22 pass from Lamonica
(Blanda kick)

Oak — Brown 50 interception return (Blanda kick)

Oak — Sherman 82 pass from Lamonica
(Blanda kick)

Mia — Richardson 7 pass from Griese
(Yepremian kick)

1969

KANSAS CITY 13, NEW YORK JETS 6—The Chiefs
drove 80 yards in two plays in the fourth quarter to
break a 6-6 tie and defeat the Jets. Freezing weather
and winds hampered the offenses all day. After a goal-
line stand that forced New York to kick a tying field goal,
the Chiefs took the ensuing kickoff and Len Dawson hit
Otis Taylor for a 61-yard gain. On the next play, Dawson
and Gloster Richardson combined on a 19-yard touch-
down pass. The Chiefs’ defense then stopped New
York twice inside the Kansas City 20.

Kansas City 0 3 3 7 — 13
N.Y. Jets 3 0 0 3 — 6

NYJ — FG J. Turner 27

KC — FG Stenerud 23

KC — FG Stenerud 25

NYJ — FGJ. Turner7

KC — Richardson 19 pass from Dawson
(Stenerud kick)

OAKLAND 56, HOUSTON OILERS 7—Daryle Lamon-
ica set a postseason record with 6 touchdown passes
to lead the Raiders’ romp over the Oilers. Oakland
scored 3 touchdowns in a span of 1:59 in the first quar-
ter en route to a 35-0 halftime lead. Lamonica, who
threw 4 touchdowns in the first half, added 2 more
scores in the third quarter to make it 49-0. He finished
with 13 completions in 17 attempts for 276 yards. Rod
Sherman and Fred Biletnikoff each had 2 scoring catch-
es.

Hou. Oilers 0 0 0 7 — 7
Oakland 28 7 14 7 — 56
Oak — Biletnikoff 13 pass from Lamonica

(Blanda kick)

Oak — Atkinson 57 interception return (Blanda kick)
Oak — Sherman 24 pass from Lamonica

(Blanda kick)
Oak — Biletnikoff 31 pass from Lamonica

(Blanda kick)
Oak — Smith 60 pass from Lamonica (Blanda kick)
Oak — Sherman 23 pass from Lamonica

(Blanda kick)
Oak — Cannon 3 pass from Lamonica (Blanda kick)
Hou — Reed 8 pass from Beathard (Gerela kick)
Oak — Hubbard 4 run (Blanda kick)
1968

OAKLAND 41, KANSAS CITY 6—Daryle Lamonica
fired 5 touchdown passes to lead the Raiders’ rout of
the Chiefs. Oakland scored on three of its first four pos-
sessions, on passes of 24, 23, and 44 yards by Lamon-
ica. After 2 field goals by Kansas City, Lamonica re-
sumed his barrage, hitting Fred Biletnikoff for a 54-yard
score and Warren Wells for a 35-yard touchdown. La-
monica passed for 347 yards, and Biletnikoff had 7
catches for 180 yards and 3 scores. It was the first time
the Chiefs had failed to score a touchdown since 1963.

Kansas City 0 6 0 0 — 6
Oakland 21 7 0 18 — 4
Oak — Biletnikoff 24 pass from Lamonica

(Blanda kick)
— Wells 23 pass from Lamonica (Blanda kick)
— Biletnikoff 44 pass from Lamonica
(Blanda kick)
KC — FG Stenerud 10
KC — FG Stenerud 8

Oak
Oak

Oak — Biletnikoff 54 pass from Lamonica
(Blanda kick)
Oak — Wells 35 pass from Lamonica (Blanda kick)
Oak — FG Blanda 41
Oak — FG Blanda 40
1963

BOSTON PATRIOTS 26, BUFFALO 8—Running back
Larry Garron turned short pass receptions into 59- and
17-yard touchdowns as the Patriots defeated the Bills in
10-degree weather. Garron took a short pass from Babe
Parilli, broke two tackles, and sprinted over the icy turf
for a 59-yard touchdown catch and a 10-0 lead in the
first quarter. Leading 16-8 in the fourth quarter, Parilli
and Garron hooked up again for a 17-yard score that
sealed the victory. Parilli passed for 300 yards on only
14 completions, while Garron collected 164 yards from

scrimmage.
Bos. Patriots 10 6 0 10 — 26
Buffalo 0 0 8 0o — 8
Bos — FG Cappelletti 28
Bos — Garron 59 pass from Parilli (Cappelletti kick)
Bos — FG Cappelletti 12
Bos — FG Cappelletti 33
Buff — Dubenion 93 pass from Lamonica

(Tracey pass from Lamonica)
Bos — Garron 17 pass from Parilli (Cappelletti kick)
Bos — FG Cappelletti 36
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AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF RECORDS

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games Played
15 Tom Brady, New England, 2001, 2003-07, 2010-18

SCORING
Most Points, Game
24  LeGarrette Blount, New England vs. Indianapolis, 2013 (4-r)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
4 LeGarrette Blount, New England vs. Indianapolis, 2013 (4-r)

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdown, Game
8 Mike Hollis, Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game

6 Mark Moseley, Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)

Chris Boswell, Pittsburgh vs. Kansas City, 2016

Most Field Goals, Game

6 Chris Boswell, Pittsburgh vs. Kansas City, 2016
Longest Field Goal

56 Mason Crosby, Green Bay vs. Dallas, 2016

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
36 Curtis Martin, N.Y. Jets vs. Jacksonville, 1998

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
199 Terrell Davis, Denver vs. Miami, 1998
Longest Run From Scrimmage
90 Fred Taylor, Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
4 LeGarrette Blount, New England vs. Indianapolis, 2013

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Passes Attempted, Game
64 Bernie Kosar, Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game
37 Ben Roethlisberger, Pittsburgh vs. Jacksonville, 2017
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
92.9 Tom Brady, New England vs. Jacksonville, 2007 (26-28)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
489 Bernie Kosar, Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
Longest Pass Completion
86 Jeff Hostetler (to Tim Brown), L.A. Raiders vs. Buffalo, 1993

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Passes, Game
6 Tom Brady, New England vs. Denver, 2011

HAD INTERCEPTED
Most Attempts Without Interception, Game
53 Tom Brady, New England vs. Tennessee, 2017
Most Passes Had Intercepted, Game
5 Mike Phipps, Cle. Browns vs. Miami, 1972
Dan Fouts, S.D. Chargers vs. Hou. Oilers, 1979
Dan Fouts, S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1982

PASS RECEIVING
RECEPTIONS
Most Receptions, Game

15 James White, New England vs. L.A. Chargers, 2018
YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

177  Steve Watson, Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 1984

Longest Reception

86 Tim Brown (from Jeff Hostetler), L.A. Raiders vs. Buffalo, 1993

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Receptions, Game
3 Dave Casper, Oakland vs. Balt. Colts, 1977 (2 OT)
Rob Gronkowski, New England vs. Denver, 2011

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Interceptions By, Game
4 Vernon Perry, Hou. Oilers vs. S.D. Chargers, 1979

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

100 Champ Bailey, Denver vs. New England, 2005
Longest Return

100 Champ Bailey, Denver vs. New England, 2005

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Accomplished 11 times. Last: Corey Graham, Balt. Ravens vs. Denver,
2012 (2 0T)

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
14 Dave Jennings, N.Y. Jets vs. Cle. Browns, 1986 (2 OT)
Longest Punt
66 Mike Scifres, S.D. Chargers vs. Indianapolis, 2007
Craig Hentrich, Tennessee vs. Balt. Ravens, 2008

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punt Average, Game (4 Punts)
53.8 Sam Koch, Balt. Ravens vs. Pittsburgh, 2010 (4-215)

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
7 Ron Gardin, Balt. Colts vs. Cincinnati, 1970
Gerald McNeil, Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
Dave Meggett, New England vs. Pittsburgh, 1996

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

99 Jermaine Lewis, Balt. Ravens vs. Pittsburgh, 2001
Longest Return

90 Trindon Holliday, Denver vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012 (2 OT)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Wes Chandler, S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981 (OT)
Jermaine Lewis, Balt. Ravens vs. Pittsburgh, 2001
Santana Moss, N.Y. Jets vs. Pittsburgh, 2004 (OT)
Santonio Holmes, Pittsburgh vs. S.D. Chargers, 2008
Trindon Holliday, Denver vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012 (2 OT)

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
8 Marc Logan, Miami vs. Buffalo, 1990

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

216 Danieal Manning, Hou. Texans vs. New England, 2012
Longest Return

104 Trindon Holliday, Denver vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012 (2 OT)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Nat Moore, Miami vs. Oakland, 1974
Marshall Johnson, Balt. Colts vs. Oakland, 1977 (2 OT)
Eric Metcalf, Cle. Browns vs. Buffalo, 1989
Dante Hall, Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2003
Trindon Holliday, Denver vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012 (2 OT)
Dion Lewis, New England vs. Hou. Texans, 2016

TEAM RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games
25  Pittsburgh, 1972-79, 1983-84, 1989, 1992, 1994-97, 2001-02, 2004-05,
2008, 2010, 2015-17
Most Games Won
16  Pittsburgh, 1972, 1974-76, 1978-79, 1984, 1994-95, 1997, 2001, 2004-05,
2008, 2010, 2016

53



DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS

Most Games Lost
10 Miami, 1970, 1974, 1979, 1981, 1983, 1990, 1994, 1998, 1999-2000
Balt. Colts/Indianapolis, 1975-77, 1987, 1999, 2004-05, 2007, 2013, 2018

SCORING
POINTS
Most Points, Game

62 Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999
Fewest Points, Game

0 Cincinnati vs. Balt. Colts, 1970
S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1992
Miami vs. Oakland, 2000

Most Points, Both Teams, Game

87 Jacksonville (45) vs. Pittsburgh (42), 2017
Fewest Points, Both Teams, Game

13 New England (6) vs. Pittsburgh (7), 1997

Most Points, By Quarter

1st: 24 S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981
Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999
Pittsburgh vs. Buffalo, 1974
L.A. Raiders vs. Pittsburgh, 1983
Kansas City vs. Hou. Oilers, 1993
Pittsburgh vs. Jacksonville, 2017
S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981
New England vs. Oakland, 2001
Tennessee vs. Pittsburgh, 2002
Pittsburgh vs. N.Y. Jets, 2004
Oakland vs. Balt. Colts, 1977

2nd: 26
3rd: 21
4th: 21

1stOT: 3

2ndOT: 6

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game

8 Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999
Fewest Touchdowns, Game

0 Accomplished 13 times. Last: Pittsburgh vs. Kansas City, 2016
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game

12  Pittsburgh (6) vs. Jacksonville (6), 2017

Fewest Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game

0 Balt. Ravens vs. Indianapolis, 2006

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdowns, Game
8 Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999
Most Points After Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
12  Pittsburgh (6) vs. Jacksonville (6), 2017

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals, Game
6 Pittsburgh vs. Kansas City, 2016
Most Field Goals, Both Teams, Game
8 Denver (5) vs. Pittsburgh (3), 2015
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
6 Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
Pittsburgh vs. Kansas City, 2016
Most Field Goals Attempted, Both Teams, Game
8 Cle. Browns (6) vs. N.Y. Jets (2), 1986 (2 OT)
Denver (5) vs. Pittsburgh (3), 2015

FIRST DOWNS
Most First Downs, Game

34 S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981 (OT)
Fewest First Downs, Game

6 Balt. Ravens vs. Tennessee, 2000

Most First Downs, Both Teams, Game

59 S.D. Chargers (34) vs. Miami (25), 1981 (OT)
Fewest First Downs, Both Teams, Game

23 Cincinnati (7) vs. Balt. Colts (16), 1970

NET YARDS GAINED RUSHING AND PASSING
Most Net Yards Gained, Game
564 S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981 (OT)
Fewest Net Yards Gained, Game
126 Balt. Ravens vs. Pittsburgh, 2010
Most Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
1,036 S.D. Chargers (564) vs. Miami (472), 1981 (OT)
Fewest Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
389 Balt. Ravens (126) vs. Pittsburgh (263), 2010

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
56 Miamivs. S.D. Chargers, 1982
Fewest Attempts, Game
8 Miamivs. S.D. Chargers, 1994

Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game

97 Balt. Colts (50) vs. Oakland (47), 1977 (2 OT)
Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game

32 Hou. Oilers (14) vs. Kansas City (18), 1993

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
257 Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
14  Miami vs. Denver, 1998
New England vs. Balt. Ravens, 2014
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
363 Miami (198) vs. Cle. Browns (165), 1972
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
106 Balt. Ravens (35) vs. Pittsburgh (71), 2010
Longest Gain
90 Jacksonville vs. Miami, 1999

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
6 New England vs. Indianapolis, 2013
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
6 New England (6) vs. Indianapolis (0), 2013

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game

65 Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
Fewest Attempts, Game

13 Miami vs. Cle, Browns, 1972

Pittsburgh vs. Balt. Colts, 1975
Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game
102 S.D. Chargers (54) vs. Miami (48), 1981 (OT)

Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game

35 Pittsburgh (13) vs. Balt. Colts (22), 1975

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game

37 Pittsburgh vs. Jacksonville, 2017
Fewest Passes Completed, Game

5 Balt. Ravens vs. Tennessee, 2000

Most Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game

64 S.D. Chargers (33) vs. Miami (31), 1981 (OT)
Fewest Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game

14  Balt. Colts (6) vs. Cincinnati (8), 1970

COMPLETION PERCENTAGE
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
92.9 New England vs. Jacksonville, 2007 (26-28)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
32.5 Cle. Browns vs. Oakland, 1980 (13-40)
Highest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
78.7 New England (92.9) vs. Jacksonville (66.7), 2007 (48-61)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
36.8 Balt. Colts (35.3) vs. Cincinnati (38.1), 1970 (14-38)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
483 Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
58 Cincinnati vs. L.A. Raiders, 1990
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
809 S.D. Chargers (415) vs. Miami (394), 1981 (OT)
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
148 Balt. Colts (72) vs. Pittsburgh (76), 1975
Longest Gain
86 L.A. Raiders vs. Buffalo, 1993

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
6 New England vs. Denver, 2011
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
8 New England (4) vs. Balt. Ravens (4), 2014

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Passes Intercepted By, Game
5 Miami vs. Cle. Browns, 1972
Hou. Oilers vs. S.D. Chargers, 1979
Miami vs. S.D. Chargers, 1982
Most Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
7 Buffalo (4) vs. Kansas City (3), 1991
Fewest Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
0 Pittsburgh vs. Buffalo, 1974
Buffalo vs. L.A. Raiders, 1993
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Denver vs. Jacksonville, 1996
Kansas City vs. Denver, 1997
Indianapolis vs. Tennessee, 1999
Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2003
New England vs. Kansas City, 2015
Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 2015

New England vs. Tennessee, 2017
Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2018

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
230 Hou. Texans vs. New England, 2012
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
379 Balt. Colts (193) vs. Oakland (186), 1977 (2 OT)
Longest Return
104 Denver vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012 (2 OT)

AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF GAME TOP PERFORMANCES
RUSHING YARDS

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

110 N.Y. Jets vs. Pittsburgh, 2004 (OT) 199 Telrrell Davis, Denver vs. Miami, 1998 )
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game 176  Priest Holmes, Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2003
124 N.Y. Jets (110) vs. Pittsburgh (14), 2004 (OT) 170 Le'Veon Bell, Pittsburgh vs. Kansas, 2016
Longest Return 166 Curtis Martin, New England vs. Pittsburgh, 1996
166 LeGarrette Blount, New England vs. Indianapolis, 2013

100 Denver vs. New England, 2005

PASSING YARDS

TOUCHDOWNS 489 Bernie Kosar, Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
Most Touchdowns, Game 469 Ben Roethlisberger, Pittsburgh vs. Jacksonville, 2017
1 Accomplished 11 times. Last: Balt. Ravens vs. Denver, 2012 (2 OT) 433 Dan Fouts, S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981 (OT)

405 Jim Kelly, Buffalo vs. Cle. Browns, 1989
PUNTING 403 Don Strock, Miami vs. S.D. Chargers, 1981 (OT)
Most Punts, Game RECEPTIONS )
14 N.Y. Jets vs. Cle. Browns, 1986 (2 OT) 15 James White, New England vs. L.A. Chargers, 2018
Fewest Punts, Game 13 Kellen Winslow, S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981 (OT)
0 Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2003 13 Thurman Thomas, Buffalo vs. Cle. Browns, 1989
Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2003 11 Steve Watson, Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 1984
Denver vs. S.D. Chargers, 2013 11 John L. Williams, Seattle vs. Cincinnati, 1988
Most Punts, Both Teams, Game 11 Danny Amendola, New England vs. Tennessee, 2017

22 N.Y. Jets (14) vs. Cle. Browns (8), 1986 (2 OT)

RECEIVING YARDS

Fewest Punts, Both Teams, Game 177  Steve Watson, Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 1984
0 Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2003 169 Wesley Vyalker, N.Y. Jets vs. L.A. Ra@ers_, 1982
166 Kellen Winslow, S.D. Chargers vs. Miami, 1981 (OT)
AVERAGE YARDAGE 156 John Sltallworth, Pittsburgh vs. Denver, 1978
Highest Punting Average, Game (4 Punts) 154  Martavis Bryant, Pittsburgh vs. Denver, 2015

53.8 Balt. Ravens vs. Pittsburgh, 2010 (4-215)
Lowest Punting Average, Game (4 Punts)

27.0 New England vs. Tennessee, 2003 (4-108)
Highest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game

56.5 S.D. Chargers (59.0) vs. Indianapolis (49.0), 2007 (4-226)
Lowest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game

30.5 New England (27.0) vs. Tennessee (34.0), 2003 (8-244)

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
7 Balt. Colts vs. Cincinnati, 1970
Cle. Browns vs. Oakland, 1980
Cle. Browns vs. N.Y. Jets, 1986 (2 OT)
New England vs. Pittsburgh, 1996
Fewest Punt Returns, Game
0 Accomplished 25 times. Last: Indianapolis vs. Kansas City, 2018
Most Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
12 New England (7) vs. Pittsburgh (5), 1996
Fewest Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
0 Denver vs. Houston, 1991
Oakland vs. N.Y. Jets, 2002
Kansas City vs. Indianapolis, 2003
Pittsburgh vs. Jacksonville, 2017

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
99 Balt. Ravens vs. Pittsburgh, 2001
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
166  Balt. Ravens (99) vs. Pittsburgh (67), 2001
Longest Return
90 Denver vs. Balt. Ravens, 2012

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
9 Miami vs. Buffalo, 1990
Miami vs. Jacksonville, 1999
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Game
0 Miamivs. Cle. Browns, 1972
N.Y. Jets vs. L.A. Raiders, 1982
S.D. Chargers vs. Denver, 2013
Denver vs. Indianapolis, 2014
Pittsburgh vs. Denver, 2015
Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 2015
Most Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game
15 Miami (9) vs. Buffalo (6), 1990
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game
0 Denver vs. Pittsburgh, 2015
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Season
2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

1995

1994

1993

1992

1991

1990

1989

1988

1987

1986

1985

1984

1983

1982

1981

1980

Date
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Dec.
Dec.
Jan.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
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NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS
Includes Second-Round Playoff Games (1982), NFL Conference Championship Games (1967-69), and special playoff games to break ties for NFL Division or
Conference Championships (1941, 1943, 1947, 1950, 1952, 1957, 1958, 1965).

Winner (Share)

New Orleans ($29,000)
L.A. Rams ($29,000)
Minnesota ($28,000)
Philadelphia ($28,000)
Green Bay ($27,000)
Atlanta ($27,000)
Carolina ($25,000)
Arizona ($25,000)
Green Bay ($24,000)
Seattle ($24,000)

San Francisco ($23,000)
Seattle ($23,000)
Atlanta ($22,000)

San Francisco ($22,000)
N.Y. Giants ($22,000)
San Francisco ($22,000)
Chi. Bears ($21,000)
Green Bay ($21,000)
Minnesota ($21,000)
New Orleans ($21,000)
Philadelphia ($20,000)
Arizona ($20,000)

N.Y. Giants ($20,000)
Green Bay ($20,000)
Chi. Bears ($19,000)
New Orleans ($19,000)
Carolina ($19,000)
Seattle ($19,000)
Philadelphia ($18,000)
Atlanta ($18,000)
Philadelphia ($18,000)
Carolina ($18,000)
Tampa Bay ($17,000)
Philadelphia ($17,000)
St.L. Rams ($17,000)
Philadelphia ($17,000)
N.Y. Giants ($16,000)
Minnesota ($16,000)
St.L. Rams ($16,000)
Tampa Bay ($16,000)
Minnesota ($15,000)
Atlanta ($15,000)

Green Bay ($15,000)
San Francisco ($15,000)
Carolina ($14,000)
Green Bay ($14,000)
Dallas ($13,000)

Green Bay ($13,000)
Dallas ($12,000)

San Francisco ($12,000)
Dallas ($12,000)

San Francisco ($12,000)
Dallas ($10,000)

San Francisco ($10,000)
Detroit ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
N.Y. Giants ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
L.A. Rams ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
Chi. Bears ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
Minnesota ($10,000)
N.Y. Giants ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
Chi. Bears ($10,000)
L.A. Rams ($10,000)
Chi. Bears ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
Dallas ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
San Francisco ($5,000)
Dallas ($5,000)

Dallas ($5,000)
Philadelphia ($5,000)

Loser (Share)
Philadelphia ($29,000)
Dallas ($29,000)

New Orleans ($28,000)
Atlanta ($28,000)
Dallas ($27,000)
Seattle ($27,000)
Seattle ($25,000)
Green Bay ($25,000)
Dallas ($24,000)
Carolina ($24,000)
Carolina ($23,000)
New Orleans ($23,000)
Seattle ($22,000)
Green Bay ($22,000)
Green Bay ($22,000)
New Orleans ($22,000)
Seattle ($21,000)
Atlanta ($21,000)
Dallas ($21,000)
Arizona ($21,000)

N.Y. Giants ($20,000)
Carolina ($20,000)
Dallas ($20,000)
Seattle ($20,000)
Seattle ($19,000)
Philadelphia ($19,000)
Chi. Bears ($19,000)
Washington ($19,000)
Minnesota ($18,000)
St.L. Rams ($18,000)
Green Bay ($18,000)
St.L. Rams ($18,000)
San Francisco ($17,000)
Atlanta ($17,000)
Green Bay ($17,000)
Chi. Bears ($17,000)
Philadelphia ($16,000)
New Orleans ($16,000)
Minnesota ($16,000)
Washington ($16,000)
Arizona ($15,000)

San Francisco ($15,000)
Tampa Bay ($15,000)
Minnesota ($15,000)
Dallas ($14,000)

San Francisco ($14,000)
Philadelphia ($13,000)
San Francisco ($13,000)
Green Bay ($12,000)
Chi. Bears ($12,000)
Green Bay ($12,000)
N.Y. Giants ($12,000)
Philadelphia ($10,000
Washington ($10,000)
Dallas ($10,000)
Atlanta ($10,000)

Chi. Bears ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
N.Y. Giants ($10,000)
Minnesota ($10,000)
Minnesota ($10,000)
Philadelphia ($10,000)
Chi. Bears ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
San Francisco ($10,000)
Chi. Bears ($10,000)
N.Y. Giants ($10,000)
Dallas ($10,000)
Washington ($10,000)
N.Y. Giants ($10,000)
L.A. Rams ($10,000)
Detroit ($10,000)
Green Bay ($10,000)
Minnesota ($10,000)
N.Y. Giants ($5,000)
Tampa Bay ($5,000)
Atlanta ($5,000)
Minnesota ($5,000)

Score
20-14
30-22
29-24
15-10
34-31
36-20
31-24
26-20*

Site

New Orleans
Los Angeles
Minneapolis
Philadelphia
Dallas

Seattle
Charlotte
Glendale
Green Bay
Seattle
Charlotte
Seattle
Atlanta

San Francisco
Green Bay
San Francisco
Chicago
Atlanta
Minneapolis
New Orleans
East Rutherford
Charlotte
Dallas

Green Bay
Chicago

New Orleans
Chicago
Seattle
Philadelphia
Atlanta
Philadelphia
St. Louis
Tampa
Philadelphia
St. Louis
Chicago

East Rutherford
Minneapolis
St. Louis
Tampa
Minneapolis
Atlanta

Green Bay
San Francisco
Charlotte
Green Bay
Dallas

San Francisco
Dallas

San Francisco
Dallas

San Francisco
Dallas

San Francisco
Detroit
Washington
East Rutherford
San Francisco
East Rutherford
San Francisco
San Francisco
Chicago
Chicago

San Francisco
East Rutherford
Chicago
Chicago
Anaheim
Washington
San Francisco
Washington
San Francisco
Dallas
Washington
San Francisco
Dallas

Atlanta
Philadelphia

Attendance

73,027
77,187
66,612
69,596
93,396
71,155
74,287
65,089
79,704
68,524
73,784
68,388
70,366
69,732
72,080
69,732
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Season Date Winner (Share) Loser (Share) Score Site Attendance
1979 Dec. 30 L.A. Rams ($5,000) Dallas ($5,000) 21-19 Dallas 64,792
Dec. 29 Tampa Bay ($5,000) Philadelphia ($5,000) 2417 Tampa 71,402
1978 Dec. 31 L.A. Rams ($5,000) Minnesota ($5,000) 34-10 Los Angeles 70,436
Dec. 30 Dallas ($5,000) Atlanta ($5,000) 27-20 Dallas 63,406
1977 Dec. 26 Dallas ($5,000) Chi. Bears ($5,000) 37-7 Dallas 63,260
Dec. 26 Minnesota ($5,000) L.A. Rams ($5,000) 14-7 Los Angeles 70,203
1976 Dec. 19 L.A. Rams (3$) Dallas ($) 14-12 Dallas 63,283
Dec. 18 Minnesota ($) Washington ($) 35-20 Minneapolis 47,466
1975 Dec. 28 Dallas ($) Minnesota ($) 17-14 Minneapolis 48,050
Dec. 27 L.A. Rams (3$) St.L. Cardinals ($) 35-23 Los Angeles 73,459
1974 Dec. 22 L.A. Rams ($) Washington ($) 19-10 Los Angeles 77,925
Dec. 21 Minnesota ($) St.L. Cardinals ($) 30-14 Minneapolis 48,150
1973 Dec. 23 Dallas ($) L.A. Rams ($) 27-16 Dallas 63,272
Dec. 22 Minnesota ($) Washington ($) 27-20 Minneapolis 48,040
1972 Dec. 24 Washington ($) Green Bay ($) 16-3 Washington 52,321
Dec. 23 Dallas ($) San Francisco ($) 30-28 San Francisco 59,746
1971 Dec. 26 San Francisco ($) Washington ($) 24-20 San Francisco 45,327
Dec. 25 Dallas ($) Minnesota ($) 20-12 Minneapolis 47,307
1970 Dec. 27 San Francisco ($) Minnesota ($) 17-14 Minneapolis 45,103
Dec. 26 Dallas ($) Detroit ($) 5-0 Dallas 69,613
1969 Dec. 28 Cle. Browns ($) Dallas (3$) 38-14 Dallas 69,321
Dec. 27 Minnesota (3$) L.A. Rams ($) 23-20 Minneapolis 47,900
1968 Dec. 22 Balt. Colts ($) Minnesota ($) 24-14 Baltimore 60,238
Dec. 21 Cle. Browns ($) Dallas ($) 31-20 Cleveland 81,497
1967 Dec. 24 Dallas ($) Cle. Browns ($) 52-14 Dallas 70,786
Dec. 23 Green Bay ($) L.A. Rams ($) 28-7 Milwaukee 49,861
1965 Dec. 26 Green Bay ($) Balt. Colts ($) 13-10* Green Bay 50,484
1958 Dec. 21 N.Y. Giants (#) Cle. Browns (#) 10-0 New York 61,274
1957 Dec. 22 Detroit (#) San Francisco (#) 31-27 San Francisco 60,118
1952 Dec. 21 Detroit (#) L.A. Rams (#) 31-21 Detroit 47,645
1950 Dec. 17 L.A. Rams (#) Chi. Bears (#) 24-14 Los Angeles 83,501
Dec. 17 Cle. Browns (#) N.Y. Giants (#) 8-3 Cleveland 33,054
1947 Dec. 21 Philadelphia (#) Pittsburgh (#) 21-0 Pittsburgh 35,729
1943 Dec. 19 Washington (¢) N.Y. Giants (¢) 28-0 New York 42,800
1941 Dec. 14 Chi. Bears (¢) Green Bay (¢) 33-14 Chicago 43,425
*Overtime
$ Players received 1/14 of annual salary for playoff appearances.
# Players received 1/12 of annual salary for playoff appearances.
¢ Players received 1/10 of annual salary for playoff appearances.

2018

NEW ORLEANS 20, PHILADELPHIA 14—Marcus Lat-
timore’s interception with 1:52 remaining helped the
Saints stave off a late rally and advance to the NFC
Championship Game. The Saints’ defense limited the
Eagles to just 51 yards in the second half. On the first
play of the game, Cre’Von LeBlanc intercepted Drew
Brees’ long pass. Nick Foles and the Eagles capitalized
with a 37-yard touchdown pass to Jordan Matthews.
The Eagles’ defense then forced a three-and-out and
the offense drove 75 yards, keyed by Alshon Jeffrey’s
30-yard catch on third-and-7, to take a 14-0 lead. Latti-
more swung momentum in New Orleans direction with
an interception that sparked a 79-yard touchdown drive,
highlighted by Taysom Hill’s 4-yard run on a fake punt,
and completed with Brees’ 2-yard touchdown pass to
Keith Kirkwood on fourth-and-goal, to trim the deficit to
14-7. Ted Ginn had two key receptions just before half-
time to set up Wil Lutz’ 45-yard field goal. The Saints’
defense forced a three-and-out to begin the second
half, and the offense responded with an 18-play, 92-yard
drive that consumed 11 minutes, 29 seconds and in-
cluded three third-down conversions. Michael Thomas’
2-yard catch with 1:40 left in the third quarter gave the
Saints a 17-14 lead. After another punt, Mark Ingram’s
36-yard run set up Lutz’ 39-yard field goal with 10:28 to
play for a 20-14 lead. However, the Saints’ next posses-
sion ended as Lutz’ 52-yard field-goal attempt sailed
wide right with 2:58 left. A 16-yard pass to Zach Ertz and
roughing the passer penalty helped the Eagles reach
the Saints’ 27, but Foles’ second-and-10 pass tipped off
Jeffrey’s hands and Lattimore intercepted it with 1:52
left. Alvin Kamara’s 12-yard run on third-and-10 secured
the victory. Brees was 28 of 38 for 301 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Thomas had 12 catch-
es for 171 yards and 1 touchdown. Foles was 18 of 31
for 201 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions.

Philadelphia 14 0 0 0 — 14
New Orleans 0 10 7 3 — 20
Phil — Matthews 37 pass from Foles (Elliott kick)
Phil — Foles 1 run (Elliott kick)

NO — Kirkwood 2 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)
NO — FG Lutz 45

NO — Thomas 2 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)
NO — FG Lutz 39

LOS ANGELES RAMS 30, DALLAS 22—C.J. Ander-
son and Todd Gurley each rushed for more than 100
yards and the Rams maintained possession for over 36
minutes en route to the franchise’s first postseason vic-
tory since 2004. Anderson and Gurley were the first pair
of running back teammates to each surpass 100 rush-
ing yards in a postseason game since 1997. The Rams
outgained the Cowboys 291-119 in first-half yardage,
and scored on their first four possessions, all on drives
64 yards or longer, to take a 20-7 lead into the locker
room at halftime. Greg Zuerlein’s third field goal capped
the Rams’ opening drive of the second half, but Dallas
responded with a 75-yard drive, highlighted by Dak
Prescott’s 44-yard pass to Michael Gallup, to set up
Ezekiel Elliott’s 1-yard run and Amari Cooper’s 2-point
converstion grab to pull within 23-15. The Cowboys’ de-
fense then forced the first Rams punt of the game, and
the offense drove to the Rams’ 35. However, Elliott was
stopped short on fourth-and-1 and the Rams answered
with a seven-minute, 44-second drive that finished with
Anderson’s 1-yard run on fourth-and-1 with 7:16 re-
maining for a 30-15 lead. Dallas converted two fourth
downs on its ensuing drive and responded with
Prescott’s 1-yard touchdown run with 2:11 to play.
Faced with third-and-7, Jared Goff scrambled for 11
yards and the first down with 1:51 to play, and Anderson
iced the game with a 6-yard run on second-and-5 with
1:46 remaining. Anderson carried 23 times for 123
yards and Gurley had 16 rushes for 115 yards. Prescott
was 20 of 32 for 266 yards and 1 touchdown. Gallup
had 6 receptions for 119 yards.

Dallas 7 0 8 7 — 22
L.A. Rams 3 17 3 7 — 30
LAR — FG Zuerlein 25

Dall — Cooper 29 pass from Prescott (Maher kick)
LAR — FG Zuerlein 23

LAR — Anderson 1 run (Zuerlein kick)

LAR — Gurley 35 run (Zuerlein kick)

LAR — FG Zuerlein 44

Dall — Elliott 1 run (Cooper pass from Prescott)
LAR — Anderson 1 run (Zuerlein kick)

Dall — Prescott 1 run (Maher kick)

2017

MINNESOTA 29, NEW ORLEANS 24—Stefon Diggs
caught a pass and ran the final 33 yards as time expired
to lift the Vikings to an improbable victory in a game that
saw four lead changes in the final 3:01. The Vikings
scored on their first two possessions, with Case
Keenum completing key third-down passes on each
drive, to stake Minnesota to a 10-0 first-quarter lead. An-
drew Sendejo’s interception late in the first quarter
sparked a 12-play drive that included two more Keenum
third-down completions and was capped by Latavius
Murray’s 1-yard run for a 17-0 lead with 9:58 remaining
in the first half. The Saints threatened on their next two
drives, but Anthony Barr intercepted a pass in the red
zone and on the next possession, Wil Lutz missed a 58-
yard field goal. Brees found Michael Thomas in the end
zone twice, the second set up by Marcus Williams’ in-
terception, to give the Saints 14 points in just over three
minutes to cut the deficit to 17-14 with 13:09 to play. The
Vikings responded with Keenum’s 27-yard pass to Jar-
ius Wright setting up Kai Forbath’s 49-yard field goal for
a 20-14 lead with 10:12 to play. The Vikings got the ball
back but were forced to punt from their own 40 with 5:28
to play. Ryan Quigley’s punt went just 1 yard and Alvin
Kamara scored four plays later to give New Orleans its
first lead, 21-20, with 3:01 remaining. Keenum’s 24-yard
pass on the next drive was the big play that led to For-
bath’s 53-yard field goal with 1:29 to play. Brees an-
swered with a methodical drive, kept alive by Willie
Snead’s 13-yard catch on fourth down, and capped by
Lutz’s 43-yard field goal with 25 seconds left for a 24-23
lead. With 10 seconds left, from their own 39 and no
timeouts remaining, Keenum lofted a pass toward the
right sideline. Diggs leaped in the air and caught the
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pass, avoided a Saints’ defender, and scampered the
remaining 33 yards down the sideline as time expired.
The Minneapolis Miracle gave the Vikings a 29-24 vic-
tory. Keenum was 25 of 40 for 318 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 1 interception. Diggs had 6 catches for 137
yards and 1 touchdown. Brees was 25 of 40 for 294
yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.

New Orleans 0 0 7 17
Minnesota 10 7 0 12
Minn — McKinnon 14 run (Forbath kick)
Minn — FG Forbath 20

Minn — Murray 1 run (Forbath kick)

NO — Thomas 14 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)
NO — Thomas 3 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)
Minn — FG Forbath 49

NO — Kamara 14 pass from Brees (Lutz kick)
Minn — FG Forbath 53

NO — FG Lutz43

Minn — Diggs 61 pass from Keenum (run failed)

PHILADELPHIA 15, ATLANTA 10—The Eagles, who
won 13 games but lost Carson Wentz to a season-end-
ing injury in December, held the Falcons scoreless in
the second half and advanced to the NFC title game.
On the second play from scrimmage, Ricardo Allen
forced Jay Ajayi to fumble. Keanu Neal recovered and
the Falcons drove 59 yards to set up Matt Bryant’s 33-
yard field goal for an early 3-0 lead. Early in the second
quarter, the Eagles drove the Falcons’ 1. Philadelphia
eschewed the field goal and LeGarrette Blount scored
on fourth-and-goal for a 6-3 lead. The Falcons were
then forced to punt, but Bryan Braman muffed it and
LaRoy Reynolds recovered near midfield for Atlanta.
The Falcons took advantage of the muff and two defen-
sive penalties which led to Matt Ryan’s 6-yard scoring
pass to Devonta Freeman for a 10-6 lead. Jake Elliott’s
53-yard field goal as the half expired trimmed the deficit
to 10-9. Late in the third quarter, Alshon Jeffery caught
three passes for 46 yards on a 74-yard drive that led to
Elliott’s 37-yard field goal to give Philadelphia a 12-10
lead. The Eagles’ defense forced a three-and-out and
Nick Foles completed six consecutive passes to set up
Elliott’s 21-yard field goal for a 15-10 lead with 6:02 to
play. The Falcons reached the Eagles’ 9 with 1:19 re-
maining, and Ronald Darby tackled Julio Jones at the 2-
yard line three plays later to set up fourth-and-goal.
Ryan’s pass intended for Jones was incomplete and
the Eagles survived. Foles was 23 of 30 for 246 yards.
Ryan was 22 of 36 for 210 yards and 1 touchdown.
Jones had 9 catches for 101 yards.

Atlanta 3 7 0 0 — 10
Philadelphia 0 9 3 3 — 15
Atl  — FG Bryant 33

Phil  — Blount 1 run (kick failed)

Atl  — Freeman 6 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)
Phil  — FG Elliott 53

Phil  — FG Elliott 37

Phil  — FG Elliott 21

2016

GREEN BAY 34, DALLAS 31—Mason Crosby made
two 50-plus-yard field goals in the final 1:33, including a
51-yard kick as time expired, to propel the Packers into
the NFC title game. Aaron Rodgers engineered touch-
down drives on each of the Packers’ first three posses-
sions, of 75, 90 and 80 yards, the latter two capped by
Ty Montgomery touchdown runs, to stake Green Bay to
a 21-3 lead with 7:37 left in the second quarter. Dak
Prescott connected on consecutive passes of 21 and
40 yards to Dez Bryant, the latter deep down the left
side for a touchdown, to pull within 21-10. The Cow-
boys’ defense then forced a three-and-out and Dan Bai-
ley made a field goal just before halftime to cut the
deficit to 21-13. The Packers came out of the locker
room and needed just six plays to march 75 yards for a
touchdown. With a 28-13 lead, Green Bay’s Micah
Hyde intercepted Prescott’s pass on the next drive. But
Jeff Heath intercepted Rodgers’ pass late in the third
quarter and Prescott took advantage, driving 59 yards,
keyed by two third-down completions, to pull within
28-20 on Jason Witten’s 6-yard touchdown catch with
11:39 to play. The Cowboys’ defense forced a punt and
the offense drove 80 yards. Bryant’s second touch-
down catch, and Prescott’s ensuing 2-point conversion

run, tied the game with 4:08 to play. Crosby’s 56-yard
field goal gave Green Bay a 31-28 lead with 1:33 re-
maining. Prescott answered with three quick comple-
tions and Bailey converted a 52-yard kick to tie the
game with 35 seconds left. With 12 seconds on the
clock, from his own 32, Rodgers rolled left and fired a
35-yard pass to Jared Cook right along the sideline.
Crosby then made the winning 51-yard field goal.
Rodgers was 28 of 43 for 355 yards and 2 touchdowns
with 1 interception. Cook had 6 catches for 103 yards.
Prescott was 24 of 38 for 302 yards and 3 touchdowns
with 1 interception. Ezekiel Elliott rushed 22 times for
125 yards. Bryant had 9 catches for 132 yards and 2
touchdowns.

Green Bay 7 14 7 6 — 34
Dallas 3 10 0o 18 — 3
Dall — FG Bailey 50

GB — R. Rodgers 34 pass from A. Rodgers (Crosby kick)
GB — Montgomery 3 run (Crosby kick)

GB — Montgomery 1 run (Crosby kick)

Dall — Bryant 40 pass from Prescott (Bailey kick)
Dall — FG Bailey 33

GB — Cook 3 pass from A. Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Dall — Witten 6 pass from Prescott (Bailey kick)
Dall — Bryant 7 pass from Prescott (Prescott run)
GB — FG Crosby 56

Dall — FG Bailey 52

GB — FG Crosby 51

ATLANTA 36, SEATTLE 20—Matt Ryan passed for 338
yards and 3 touchdowns and the Falcons scored on
five of their first six possessions to advance to the NFC
Championship Game. The Seahawks began the game
with a 14-play, 89-yard drive and took a 7-0 lead on Rus-
sell Wilson’s 7-yard touchdown pass to Jimmy Graham.
Atlanta responded with a 13-play, 75-yard drive that car-
ried into the second quarter and ended with Ryan’s 7-
yard touchdown toss to Julio Jones. Seattle answered
with a field goal and then the Seahawks’ defense forced
a punt. Devin Hester’s 80-yard punt return was negated
by a holding penalty, and Seattle had to begin the drive
on their own 7-yard-line. Two plays later Ben Garland
sacked Wilson for a momentum-turning safety. After the
free kick, the Falcons tacked on a field goal and forced
a defensive three-and-out. Ryan completed 7 of 9 pass-
es on the ensuing 99-yard drive, including passes of 22
and 12 yards to Mohamed Sanu, and capped by Tevin
Coleman’s 14-yard touchdown catch with 53 seconds
left in the half for a 19-10 lead. Atlanta then took the sec-
ond half opening kickoff and marched 75 yards, high-
lighted by Taylor Gabriel’s 12-yard catch on third-and-
10, and finished with Devonta Freeman’s 1-yard touch-
down run. The Seahawks answered with Steven
Hauschka’s second field goal and the defense forced
Atlanta into a third-and-4 situation late in the third quar-
ter, when Ryan completed a short pass to Freeman that
resulted in a 53-yard gain. Matt Bryant’s 31-yard field
goal on the fourth quarter’s first play put Atlanta ahead
29-13. Seattle drove to the Atlanta 30, but on third
down, Ricardo Allen intercepted Wilson’s pass and re-
turned it 45 yards. Sanu’s 3-yard touchdown catch with
3:40 to play gave Atlanta a 36-13 lead. Hester returned
the kickoff 78 yards and Wilson connected with Doug
Baldwin on a 31-yard touchdown on the next play, but
Sanu recovered the onside kick. Deion Jones’ intercep-
tion with 2:29 remaining clinched the victory for Atlanta.
Ryan completed 26 of 37 passes for 338 yards and 3
touchdowns. Wilson was 17 of 30 for 225 yards and 2
touchdowns with 2 interceptions.

Seattle 7 3 3 7 — 20
Atlanta 0o 19 7 10 — 36
Sea — Graham 7 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)
Atl  — Jones 7 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)

Sea — FG Hauschka 33

Atl — Safety, Garland sacked Wilson in end zone
Atl  — FG Bryant 35

Atl  — Coleman 14 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)
Atl  — Freeman 1 run (Bryant kick)

Sea — FG Hauschka 26

Atl  — FG Bryant 31

Atl — Sanu 3 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)

Sea — Baldwin 31 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)

2015

CAROLINA 31, SEATTLE 24—The Panthers jumped
out to a 31-0 lead in the middle of the second quarter,
then held off a strong Seattle rally, as the NFC’s num-
ber-one seed advanced to the conference champi-
onship game. Jonathan Stewart ran 59 yards on the
first play from scrimmage, and scored three plays later
for a 7-0 lead. Three plays later, Luke Kuechly inter-
cepted Russell Wilson’s pass and ran 14 yards for a
touchdown and a 14-0 lead just 3:22 into the game. Af-
ter a punt, Carolina had a methodical 15-play, 86-yard
drive capped by Stewart’s 1-yard run for a 21-0 lead.
On the next play, Cortland Finnegan intercepted Wil-
son’s pass to set up Graham Gano’s 48-yard field goal
and 24-0 lead. After another punt, Cam Newton
capped a 54-yard drive with a 19-yard touchdown pass
to Greg Olsen on third-and-14 for a commanding 31-0
lead just 232 minutes into the game. Tyler Lockett be-
gan the second half with a 50-yard kickoff return and
Wilson connected with Jermaine Kearse for a 13-yard
touchdown just 1:33 into the half. Seattle forced a punt,
and Wilson scrambled 14 yards for a first down on
third-and-10, and then completed a 33-yard touch-
down to Lockett to pull within 31-14 with 7:40 left in the
third quarter. In the fourth, Kearse’s 3-yard scoring
catch cut the deficit to 31-21 with 6:04 remaining. The
Seahawks forced another punt and quickly drove
downfield and Steven Hauschka’s field goal trimmed
the once 31-point lead to 31-24 with 1:12 to play.
Thomas Davis recovered the ensuing onside kick to
secure the victory. Newton was 16 of 22 for 161 yards
and 1 touchdown, and Stewart rushed 19 times for 106
yards and 2 touchdowns. Wilson was 31 of 48 for 366
yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions. Kearse
had 11 catches for 110 yards and 2 touchdowns.

Seattle 0 0 14 10 — 24
Carolina 14 17 0 0o — 31
Car — Stewart 4 run (Gano kick)

Car — Kuechly 14 interception return (Gano kick)
Car — Stewart 1 run (Gano kick)

Car — FG Gano 48

Car — Olsen 19 pass from Newton (Gano kick)
Sea — Kearse 13 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)
Sea — Lockett 33 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)
Sea — Kearse 3 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)
Sea — FG Hauschka 36

ARIZONA 26, GREEN BAY 20 (OT)—Larry Fitzgerald’s
5-yard touchdown catch on the third play of overtime,
after the Packers tied the game on the final play of reg-
ulation with a 41-yard Hail Mary, lifted the Cardinals to
their first postseason victory since 2009. The Cardinals
took a 7-0 lead on Carson Palmer’s 8-yard scoring pass
to Michael Floyd, which was set up by David Johnson’s
fourth-and-1 run. The Packers had consecutive 17-play
drives in the first half, but had to settle for field goals
both times, and trailed 7-6 at halftime. Early in the sec-
ond half, Ha Ha Clinton-Dix intercepted a pass at the
Packers’ 19. A few plays later, Eddie Lacy ran 61 yards
to set up Jeff Janis’ 8-yard touchdown catch and 13-7
lead. The Cardinals responded with a field goal, and af-
ter forcing a punt, drove into the Packers’ red zone on-
ly to have Damarious Randall intercept a pass in the
end zone with 14:10 to play. In the fourth quarter, a
14-play, 80-yard drive, which included three third-down
completed passes by Palmer, set up Floyd’s 9-yard
scoring catch with 3:44 to play for a 17-13 lead. Faced
with fourth-and-5 with 2:42 left, Aaron Rodgers’ pass
was incomplete, and Chandler Catanzaro made a
36-yard field goal with 1:55 to play for a 20-13 Arizona
lead. On fourth-and-20 from the Packers’ 4 with 55 sec-
onds left, Rodgers completed a 60-yard pass to Janis.
Two plays later, Rodgers spun out of pressure and
heaved the ball toward the end zone. Janis leapt and
caught the ball among two Cardinals’ defenders for the
game-tying 41-yard touchdown. Arizona won the over-
time toss, and on the first play Palmer stepped up in the
pocket, threw across field, and completed a pass to
Fitzgerald, who turned up the sideline and cut across
the middle for 75 yards to the Packers’ 5. Two plays
later, Palmer completed a shovel pass to Fitzgerald for
the winning touchdown. Palmer was 25 of 41 for 349
yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions. Fitzger-
ald had 8 catches for 176 yards and 1 touchdown.
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Rodgers was 24 of 44 for 261 yards and 2 touchdowns,
with 1 interception. Janis, who had 2 receptions all sea-
son and was playing in place of injured Randall Cobb,
had 7 catches for 145 yards and 2 touchdowns.

Green Bay 0 6 7 7 0 — 20
Arizona 7 3 0 10 6 — 26
Ariz  — Floyd 8 pass from Palmer (Catanzaro kick)
GB — FG Crosby 28

GB — FG Crosby 34

GB — Janis 8 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)

Ariz  — FG Catanzaro 28
Ariz — Floyd 9 pass from Palmer (Catanzaro kick)
Ariz  — FG Catanzaro 36

GB — Janis 41 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Ariz  — Fitzgerald 5 pass from Palmer

2014
GREEN BAY 26, DALLAS 21—Aaron Rodgers threw 3
touchdown passes, including a 13-yard scoring toss to
Richard Rodgers as the Packers rallied to defeat the
Cowboys. The Packers’ defense forced a three-and-out
to begin the game and took a 7-0 lead on Andrew Quar-
less’ 4-yard touchdown catch. The Cowboys responded
with touchdown drives of 62 and 64 yards, the latter
capped by Tony Romo’s 38-yard touchdown pass to
Terrance Williams, for a 14-7 lead. Dallas had a chance
to extend the lead but Dan Bailey’s 50-yard field-goal at-
tempt was blocked by Datone Jones with 29 seconds
left in the half. Rodgers completed a 31-yard pass to
Randall Cobb with eight seconds left in the half to set up
Mason Crosby’s 40-yard field goal as the half expired.
The six-point swing pulled the Packers to within 14-10. In
the third quarter, Jones recovered DeMarco Murray’s
fumble to set up Crosby’s second field goal, but Dallas
immediately answered with a 6-play, 80-yard drive
capped by Murray’s 1-yard run for a 21-13 lead.
Rodgers completed a 16-yard pass to Davante Adams
on third-and-3 and moments later found Adams for a
46-yard touchdown deep down the middle to pull within
21-20. Nick Perry had 1.5 sacks on the next drive to help
force a punt and Aaron Rodgers went 7-for-7 on the en-
suing possession, capped by his 13-yard touchdown
pass to Richard Rodgers with 9:10 to play. The Cowboys
drove to the Packers’ 32, but Romo’s fourth-and-2 pass
to Dez Bryant at the goal line was incomplete. Adams
had another third-down catch, for 26 yards, and Randall
Cobb’s 12-yard catch on third-and-11 with 1:43 to play
sealed the victory. Rodgers completed 24 of 35 passes
for 316 yards and 3 touchdowns. Eddie Lacy carried 19
times for 101 yards. Cobb had 8 catches for 116 yards
and Adams had 7 receptions for 117 yards and a touch-
down. Romo was 15 of 19 for 191 yards and 2 touch-
downs, while Murray carried 25 times for 123 yards and
a touchdown.
Dallas 7 7 7 0o — 21
Green Bay 7 3 10 6 — 26
GB — Quarless 4 pass from A. Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Dall — Clutts 1 pass from Romo (Bailey kick)
Dall — Williams 38 pass from Romo (Bailey kick)
GB — FG Crosby 40
GB — FG Crosby 30
Dall — Murray 1 run (Bailey kick)
GB — Adams 46 pass from A. Rodgers (Crosby kick)
GB — R. Rodgers 13 pass from A. Rodgers

(pass failed)

SEATTLE 31, CAROLINA 17—Russell Wilson passed
for 3 touchdowns and the Seahawks’ defense forced
three turnovers as Seattle advanced to the NFC title
game. Late in the first quarter, Tony McDaniel recovered
a Cam Newton fumble at the Panthers’ 28-yard line.
Four plays later, Russell Wilson completed a 16-yard
touchdown pass to Doug Baldwin on third-and-9 for a
7-0 lead. The Panthers completed four third-down con-
versions on their next possession and tied the game on
Newton’s 7-yard touchdown pass to Kelvin Benjamin.
Seattle needed just five plays to answer as Wilson
tossed a 63-yard touchdown pass to Jermaine Kearse
deep down the left sideline for a 14-7 lead. Graham
Gano kicked a 35-yard field goal to end the half, but
Steven Hauschka’s 37-yard field goal on the first play of
the fourth quarter capped a 12-play drive for a 17-10
lead. The Seahawks forced a punt, and Wilson com-
pleted two long passes to Luke Willson, a 29-yard pass

on third-and-6 and a 25-yard touchdown pass on third-
and-10, for a 24-10 lead with 10:26 to play. The Pan-
thers drove to the Seahawks’ 13, but Kam Chancellor
intercepted Newton’s short pass and returned it 90
yards for a touchdown and a 31-10 advantage with 5:55
remaining. Newton and Benjamin connected on passes
of 28 and 15 yards on Carolina’s next possession, the
latter for a touchdown with 2:34 to play, but Kearse re-
covered the ensuing onside kick. Wilson was 15 of 22
for 268 yards and 3 touchdowns. Kearse had 3 recep-
tions for 129 yards and 1 touchdown. Newton was 23 of
36 for 246 yards and 2 touchdowns with 2 interceptions.

Carolina 0o 10 0 7 — 17

Seattle 7 7 o 17 — 3

Sea — Baldwin 16 pass from Wilson (Hauschka
kick)

Car — Benjamin 7 pass from Newton (Gano kick)

Sea — Kearse 63 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)

Car — FG Gano 35

Sea — FG Hauschka 37

Sea — Willson 25 pass from Wilson (Hauschka kick)

Sea — Chancellor 90 interception return (Hauschka
kick)

Car — Benjamin 15 pass from Newton (Gano kick)

2013

SAN FRANCISCO 23, CAROLINA 10—San Francis-
co’s defense forced 2 turnovers and had 3 goal-line
stands to help propel Jim Harbaugh’s club to the NFC
Championship Game for the third time in his three years
as the 49ers’ head coach. Phil Dawson kicked 2 first-
quarter field goals, the second set up by Patrick Willis’
interception, for a 6-0 lead. Late in the first quarter, the
Panthers drove to the 49ers’ 1-yard-line, but Mike Tol-
bert was stopped on third-and-goal and Cam Newton
was held to no gain on fourth-and-goal. The Panthers’
defensed forced a three-and-out and Ted Ginn Jr. re-
turned the punt 24 yards to set up Newton’s 31-yard
touchdown pass to Steve Smith for a 7-6 lead. Later in
the quarter, Carolina had second-and-goal from the
49ers’ 1, but Newton was sacked for no gain and
Tolbert lost a yard. Carolina settled for a field goal and
10-6 lead, and the 49ers’ offense responded with a
12-play, 80-yard drive capped by Colin Kaepernick’s
1-yard touchdown pass to Vernon Davis, who toe-
tapped both feet in the back right corner of the end
zone, for a 13-10 halftime lead. The 49ers’ defense be-
gan the second half by forcing a three-and-out, and
Kaepernick completed a 45-yard pass to Anquan
Boldin to set up his own 4-yard run for a 20-10 advan-
tage. The Panthers held the ball for more than eight
minutes on its next possession, but back-to-back sacks
by NaVorro Bowman and Ahmad Brooks took Carolina
out of field-goal range and forced a punt. The 49ers
then held the ball for seven minutes, 58 seconds and
extended the lead on Dawson’s 34-yard field goal with
7:35 to play. Carolina drove to the 49ers’ 28, but Donte
Whitner intercepted a pass and the 49ers ran out all but
the final 12 seconds to secure the victory. Kaepernick
completed 15 of 28 passes for 196 yards and 1 touch-
down. Boldin had 8 receptions for 136 yards. Newton
was 16 of 25 for 267 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2 in-
terceptions. Ginn had 4 catches for 104 yards.

San Francisco 6 7 7 3 23
Carolina 0o 10 0 0 — 10
SF — FG Dawson 49

SF  — FG Dawson 33

Car — Smith 31 pass from Newton (Gano kick)

Car — FG Gano 24

SF  — Davis 1 pass from Kaepernick (Dawson kick)
SF  — Kaepernick 4 run (Dawson kick)

SF  — FG Dawson 34

SEATTLE 23, NEW ORLEANS 15—Marshawn Lynch
rushed for 140 yards and 2 touchdowns as the number-
one seeded Seattle Seahawks advanced to the NFC
Championship Game. The New Orleans Saints out-
gained the Seahawks in total yards (409-277), but were
able to convert just 3 of 12 third-down situations while
the Seahawks’ defense forced 2 turnovers and the of-
fense converted 5 of 14 third-down plays. Seattle
scored on its first two possessions, the second set up
by a missed 45-yard field goal to take a 6-0 lead. On the
first play of the second quarter, Michael Bennett forced

and recovered Mark Ingram’s fumble at the Saints’ 24.
Two plays later, Lynch scored on a 15-yard run and
Seattle had a 13-0 lead to the delight of the raucous
12th Man crowd. Seattle led 16-0 entering the fourth
quarter before Khiry Robinson finished a 74-yard drive
with a 1-yard run. Ingram scored on the 2-point conver-
sion to cut the deficit to 16-8 with 13:11 to play. The
Saints’ defense forced two punts, the second of which
generated a 42-yard drive. Faced with fourth-and-15
from the Seahawks’ 30 with 3:56 to play, the Saints opt-
ed for a field goal but Shayne Graham’s 48-yard kick
sailed wide left. With 2:57 remaining, on third-and-3,
Russell Wilson lofted a 24-yard pass to Doug Baldwin
for a first down. Lynch ran around left end for a 31-yard
touchdown on the next play for a 23-8 lead with 2:40 to
play. Marques Colston’s 9-yard touchdown catch on
fourth-and-6 pulled the Saints to within 23-15 with 26
seconds left. Colston then recovered the onside kick.
Three plays later, with 11 seconds left from the Saints’
49, Colston caught a 13-yard pass near the sideline, but
instead of stepping out of bounds attempted a lateral
across field which landed as a forward pass. The penal-
ty had a 10-second runoff, ending the game. Wilson
was 9 of 18 for 103 yards. Lynch carried 28 times for 140
yards. Brees completed 24 of 43 passes for 309 yards
and 1 touchdown. Colston had 11 receptions for 144

yards.

New Orleans 0 0 0 15 — 15
Seattle 6 10 0 7 — 23
Sea — FG Hauschka 38

Sea — FG Hauschka 49

Sea — Lynch 15 run (Hauschka kick)

Sea — FG Hauschka 26

NO — Robinson 1 run (Ingram run)
Sea — Lynch 31 run (Hauschka kick)
NO — Colston 9 pass from Brees (S. Graham kick)

2012

ATLANTA 30, SEATTLE 28—Matt Bryant made a
49-yard field goal with eight seconds remaining, after
having blown a 20-point lead, to give Atlanta its first
postseason playoff victory in eight years. The Falcons
led 3-0 in the first quarter when Sean Weatherspoon
forced Marshawn Lynch to fumble. Jonathan Babineaux
recovered to spark a 61-yard touchdown drive, keyed by
Roddy White’s 17-yard catch on third-and-14, and
capped by Matt Ryan’s 1-yard touchdown pass to Tony
Gonzalez. The Falcons scored on their next two pos-
sessions as well, with White’s 47-yard touchdown catch
deep down the middle of the field staking Atlanta to a
20-0 lead with 4:16 left in the half. Seattle drove to the
Falcons’ 11 with 17 seconds left, but Babineaux sacked
Russell Wilson and the half expired before the Sea-
hawks could attempt a field goal. Seattle opened the
third quarter with an 80-yard touchdown drive, but At-
lanta answered with a 14-play, 80-yard drive and took a
27-7 lead on Jason Snelling’s 5-yard touchdown catch
with 2:11 left in the third quarter. The Seahawks an-
swered with another 80-yard touchdown drive, and four
plays later Earl Thomas intercepted Ryan’s pass. Wilson
quickly connected on passes of 24 yards to Sidney Rice
and 30 yards to Robert Turbin, setting up Zach Miller's
3-yard scoring catch to pull Seattle to within 27-21 with
9:13 remaining. With 3:00 left, Seattle began a drive on
its own 39-yard-line. Wilson completed a 19-yard pass
to Golden Tate and, on third-and-5, a 24-yard short
pass-and-run to Lynch. With 31 seconds left, Lynch
scored on a 2-yard run to give Seattle a 28-27 lead.
Jacquizz Rodgers returned the kickoff 34 yards to the
Falcons’ 28 with 25 seconds left and two timeouts. Ryan
completed a 22-yard pass to Harry Douglas and, after a
timeout, connected with Gonzalez on a 19-yard pass to
the Seahawks’ 31 with 13 seconds left. Bryant then
made the winning 49-yard field goal. Ryan completed 24
of 35 passes for 250 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 2 in-
terceptions. Wilson was 24 of 36 for 385 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Miller had 8 catches for
142 yards and Tate added 6 receptions for 103 yards.

Seattle 0 0 7 21 — 28
Atlanta 10 10 7 3 — 30
At — FG Bryant 39

Atl  — Gonzalez 1 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)
Atl  — FG Bryant 37

Atl  — White 47 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)
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Sea — Tate 29 pass from Wilson (Longwell kick)
Atl  — Snelling 5 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)

Sea — Wilson 1 run (Longwell kick)

Sea — Miller 3 pass from Wilson (Longwell kick)
Sea — Lynch 2 run (Longwell kick)

Atl  — FG Bryant 49

SAN FRANCISCO 45, GREEN BAY 31—Colin Kaeper-
nick passed for 263 yards and 2 touchdowns, and
added an NFL quarterback-record 181 rushing yards
and two more scores, as the 49ers pulled away from the
Packers. Making his first postseason start, Kaepernick
was the catalyst for the 49ers’ offense that generated
579 total yards. The game began, however, with Sam
Shields intercepting Kaepernick’'s second pass of the
game and returning it 52 yards for a touchdown to give
Green Bay a 7-0 lead. On the next possession, Frank
Gore’s 45-yard catch on third-and-10 set up Kaeper-
nick’ 20-yard touchdown run on third-and-8 to tie the
game. Aaron Rodgers’ 44-yard pass to James Jones
on third-and-5 led to Dwayne Harris’ 18-yard touch-
down catch for the Packers. The Packers’ defense then
forced a punt, but Jeremy Ross muffed the puntand C.J.
Spillman recovered at the Packers’ 9. Michael Crabtree
caught a short pass at the 9-yard line and reached the
end zone to tie the game. On the next possession, Tarell
Brown intercepted Rodgers’ pass. The 49ers drove 48
yards, highlighted by Kaepernick’s 15-yard scramble
on third-and-9, and culminated with Crabtree’s 20-yard
touchdown catch, for a 21-14 lead. The Packers quick-
ly responded with an 80-yard touchdown drive, and
San Francisco ended the half with a 36-yard field goal
from David Akers for a 24-21 halftime lead. Mason Cros-
by’s 31-yard field goal midway through the third quarter
tied the game, but Kaepernick’s 56-yard touchdown run
around right end vaulted the 49ers back into the lead.
The 49ers’ defense forced a punt, and the offense an-
swered with a 93-yard touchdown drive, keyed by Ver-
non Davis’ 44-yard catch, to take a 38-24 advantage. Af-
ter another Green Bay punt, the 49ers put the game
away with a second 93-yard touchdown drive that end-
ed with Anthony Dixon’s 2-yard run with 3:34 remaining.
Kaepernick was 17 of 31 for 263 yards and 2 touch-
downs, with 1 interception. Crabtree had 9 receptions
for 119 yards, while Gore added 23 carries for 119 rush-
ing yards. Rodgers completed 26 of 39 for 257 yards
and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception.

Green Bay 14 7 3 7 — 3
San Francisco 7 17 7 14 — 45
GB — Shields 52 interception return (Crosby kick)
SF  — Kaepernick 20 run (Akers kick)

GB — Harris 18 run (Crosby kick)

SF  — Crabtree 12 pass from Kaepernick (Akers kick)
SF  — Crabtree 20 pass from Kaepernick (Akers kick)

GB — J. Jones 20 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
SF — FG Akers 36
GB — FG Crosby 31

SF — Kaepernick 56 run (Akers kick)

SF  — Gore 2 run (Akers kick)

SF — Dixon 2 run (Akers kick)

GB — Jennings 3 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
2011

NEW YORK GIANTS 37, GREEN BAY 20—Eli Man-
ning passed for 3 touchdowns as the Giants defeated
the NFC’s number-one seed. En route to a 20-10 half-
time lead, the Giants scored on four of their six first-half
possessions, with three drives in excess of 67 yards.
The game began with each team kicking a field goal to
conclude its opening possession. Manning then con-
nected with Hakeem Nicks on a 66-yard touchdown
deep down the middle. The Packers responded with a
60-yard touchdown drive capped by Aaron Rodgers’
8-yard scoring pass to John Kuhn. Antrel Rolle recov-
ered a fumble by Kuhn later in the quarter to set up
Lawrence Tynes’ 23-yard field goal with 1:51 left in the
half. The Giants forced a punt, and a 23-yard run by
Ahmad Bradshaw put the ball at the Packers’ 37 with six
seconds remaining. Manning threw a Hail Mary pass
that Nicks caught in the end zone to give the Giants a
20-10 halftime lead. The Packers drove to the Giants’ 30
to begin the second half, but Osi Umenyiora sacked
Rodgers and forced him to fumble and Deon Grant re-
covered. The Packers then forced a punt, and Mason

Crosby ended the ensuing 58-yard drive with a 35-yard
field goal. Green Bay forced another punt, and the
Packers drove to the Giants’ 39, but Michael Boley
sacked Rodgers on fourth-and-5 to quell the rally with
12:54 to play. The Giants converted two third-down sit-
uations on their next drive en route to Tynes’ 35-yard
field goal with 7:48 remaining for a 23-13 lead. Two
plays later, Kenny Phillips forced Ryan Grant to fumble.
Chase Blackburn recovered the ball and returned it 40
yards to the Packers’ 4. On the next play, Manning threw
a touchdown pass to Mario Manningham for a 30-13
lead with 6:48 to play. The Packers drove 76 yards for a
touchdown, but Victor Cruz recovered the ensuing on-
side kick with 4:46 left and then caught a key 17-yard
pass that led to Brandon Jacobs’ 14-yard touchdown
run with 2:36 remaining to finish the scoring. Manning
was 21 of 33 for 330 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 1 in-
terception. Nicks had 7 receptions for 165 yards.
Rodgers completed 26 of 46 passes for 264 yards and
2 touchdowns, with 1 interception.

N.Y. Giants 10 10 o 17 — 37
Green Bay 3 7 3 7 — 20
NYG — FG Tynes 31

GB — FG Crosby 47

— Nicks 66 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)

GB — Kuhn 8 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
NYG — FG Tynes 23

NYG — Nicks 37 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)

GB — FG Crosby 35

NYG — FG Tynes 35

NYG — Manningham 4 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)
GB — Driver 16 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
NYG — Jacobs 14 run (Tynes kick)

SAN FRANCISCO 36, NEW ORLEANS 32—Alex
Smith completed a 14-yard touchdown pass to Vernon
Davis with nine seconds left to cap an 85-yard drive in a
game that saw four lead changes in the final four min-
utes, two seconds. The 49ers’ defense forced five
turnovers that resulted in 13 points. The first turnover
occurred on the opening drive of the game, when
Donte Whitner forced Pierre Thomas to fumble at the
49ers’ 2, with Patrick Willis recovering the loose ball.
Alex Smith threw a pair of touchdown passes in a span
of 1:27 late in the first quarter, sandwiched between
Dashon Goldson’s interception, to stake the 49ers to a
14-0 lead. On the ensuing kickoff, Madieu Williams
forced Courtney Roby to fumble and Blake Costanzo
recovered at the Saints’ 13. The Saints’ defense held
the 49ers to a field goal and 17-0 lead. New Orleans
promptly had touchdown drives of 80 and 66 yards on
its next two possessions to trim the deficit to 17-14. In
the third quarter, Costanzo forced Darren Sproles to
fumble a punt. Colin Jones recovered the ball to set up
David Akers’ 41-yard field goal. Early in the fourth quar-
ter, John Kasay's 48-yard field goal capped a 9-play
drive to pull the Saints to within 20-17. A 42-yard run by
Frank Gore set up Akers’ 37-yard field goal with 7:36 to
play for a 23-17 lead. The Saints converted two third
downs on their next drive before Sproles caught a short
pass and sprinted for a 44-yard touchdown for a 24-23
lead with 4:02 left. The 49ers then drove 80 yards,
keyed by Davis’ 37-yard reception and capped by
Smith’s 28-yard scoring bootleg run down the left side-
line on third-and-8 for a 29-24 lead with 2:11 remaining.
Four plays later, Drew Brees completed a 66-yard
touchdown pass to Jimmy Graham deep down the
middle. Sproles caught Brees’ 2-point conversion pass
attempt for a 32-29 lead with 1:37 to play. Beginning
from his own 15-yard line with 1:32 remaining, Smith
completed four of five passes, keyed by Davis’ 47-yard
catch, to reach the Saints’ 14 with 20 seconds left. Davis
ran a quick slant and caught Smith’s game-winning
touchdown pass just as he collided into Roman Harper.
Smith was 24 of 42 for 299 yards and 3 touchdowns.
Davis had 7 receptions for 180 yards. Brees completed
40 of 63 passes for 462 yards and 4 touchdowns, with
2 interceptions. Sproles had a postseason-record 15
catches for 118 yards, while Colston had 9 catches for
136 yards and Graham 5 receptions for 103 yards.

New Orleans 0o 14 0o 18 — 32
San Francisco 14 3 3 16 — 36
SF  — Davis 49 pass from Smith (Akers kick)

SF  — Crabtree 4 pass from Smith (Akers kick)

SF  — FG Akers 25
NO — Graham 14 pass from Brees (Kasay kick)
NO — Colston 25 pass from Brees (Kasay kick)
SF — FG Akers 41
NO — FG Kasay 48
SF — FG Akers 37

NO — Sproles 44 pass from Brees (Kasay kick)

SF — Smith 28 run (run failed)

NO — Graham 66 pass from Brees (Sproles pass
from Brees)

SF  — Davis 14 pass from Smith (Akers kick)

2010

CHICAGO BEARS 35, SEATTLE 24—Jay Cutler
passed for two touchdowns and ran for two more as the
Bears jumped out to a 28-0 lead en route to victory. The
Bears’ defense forced the Seahawks to punt on all sev-
en of their first-half possessions. The offense, mean-
while, scored touchdowns on three of its first four pos-
sessions, capped by Cutler’s 6-yard run with 10:01 left
in the second quarter for a 21-0 lead. The Bears out-
gained Seattle 238-96 yards in the first half. Cutler's 9-
yard touchdown run in the third quarter capped an al-
most eight-minute drive and extended the lead to 28-0
with 4:12 left in the third quarter. Seattle managed a field
goal by Olindo Mare, and then Aaron Curry intercepted
Matt Forté’s halfback-option pass to set up Mike
Williams’ touchdown catch to cut the deficit to 28-10
with 11:21 to play. After an exchange of punts, Cutler
found Kellen Davis open for a 39-yard touchdown pass
on third-and-1 with 4:40 remaining for a 35-10 lead.
Matt Hasselbeck completed two late touchdown pass-
es, but Johnny Knox recovered the final onside kick
with 1:25 to play to secure the victory. Cutler was 15 of
28 for 274 yards and 2 touchdowns. Greg Olsen had
three catches for 113 yards. Hasselbeck was 26 of 46
for 258 yards and 3 touchdowns.

Seattle 0 0 3 21 — 24
Chi. Bears 14 7 7 7 — 35
Chi — Olsen 58 pass from Cutler (Gould kick)

Chi — Taylor 1 run (Gould kick)

Chi — Cutler 6 run (Gould kick)

Chi — Cutler 9 run (Gould kick)

Sea — FG Mare 30

Sea — Williams 2 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare kick)
Chi — K. Davis 39 pass from Cutler (Gould kick)
Sea — Williams 3 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare kick)
Sea — Stokley 9 pass from Hasselbeck (Mare kick)

GREEN BAY 48, ATLANTA 21—Aaron Rodgers passed
for 366 yards and 3 touchdowns as the Packers scored
28 unanswered points in a span of 12 minutes, 38 sec-
onds to post their second consecutive road playoff vic-
tory. The Packers offense tallied 442 yards, while the
defense permitted just 194 yards, registered five sacks,
and forced four turnovers. The Packers fumbled on their
first drive, but then scored touchdowns on their next five
possessions, ultimately scoring on seven of their next
eight possessions. The Packers’ 28-point second quar-
ter stopped the momentum created by Eric Weems’
102-yard kickoff return touchdown that gave Atlanta an
early 14-7 lead. It was 14-14 and Atlanta drove to the
Packers’ 26, but Tramon Williams intercepted Matt
Ryan for a touchback with 2:20 left in the half. Rodgers
completed five of six passes on the ensuing drive,
capped by James Jones’ 20-yard scoring catch, for a
21-14 lead with 42 seconds left in the half. Atlanta drove
to the Packers’ 35 with 10 seconds left, but Ryan’s short
pass was intercepted by Williams and returned 70
yards for a momentum-swinging touchdown as the half
expired for a 28-14 lead. The Packers drove 80 yards for
a touchdown to begin the second half, the defense
forced a punt, and John Kuhn capped the next posses-
sion with a 7-yard touchdown for a 42-14 lead with 2:41
left in the third quarter. Rodgers was 31 of 36 for 366
yards and 3 touchdowns. Greg Jennings had eight
catches for 101 yards.

Green Bay 0 28 14 6 — 48
Atlanta 7 7 0 7 — 21

Atl  — Turner 12 run (Bryant kick)

GB — Nelson 6 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
Atl — Weems 102 kickoff return (Bryant kick)

GB — Kuhn 1 run (Crosby kick)

GB — Jones 20 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)
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GB — Williams 70 interception return (Crosby kick)
GB — Rodgers 7 run (Crosby kick)

GB — Kuhn 7 pass from Rodgers (Crosby kick)

Atl — White 6 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick)

GB — FG Crosby 43

GB — FG Crosby 32

2009

MINNESOTA 34, DALLAS 3—Brett Favre threw a play-
off-career-high 4 touchdowns, 3 to Sidney Rice, and the
Vikings’ defense registered 6 sacks, 3 by Ray Edwards,
as Minnesota advanced. Edwards sacked Tony Romo
and forced him to fumble to thwart Dallas’ game-open-
ing drive. Shaun Suisham missed a 48-yard field-goal
attempt on the Cowboys’ next possession, and Favre
connected with Rice for a 47-yard touchdown deep
down the right side three plays later for a 7-0 lead.
Suisham made a 33-yard field goal on Dallas’ next
drive, but the Vikings converted two third-down situa-
tions on their ensuing possession, capped by Rice’s
16-yard touchdown grab, for a 14-3 lead. Two plays lat-
er, Jared Allen sacked Romo, forced him to fumble, and
recovered the ball to set up Ryan Longwell’s 23-yard
field goal. Ben Leber’s interception late in the third
quarter led to Longwell’s second field goal, and Rice’s
45-yard scoring catch deep down the left sideline mid-
way through the fourth quarter extended the lead to
27-3. Favre’s fourth touchdown pass came on fourth-
and-3 with 1:55 to play, an 11-yard pass to Visanthe Shi-
ancoe. Favre was 15 of 24 for 234 yards and 4 touch-
downs. Rice had 6 catches for 141 yards. Romo was 22
of 35 for 198 yards, with 1 interception. Jason Witten
had 10 receptions for 98 yards.

Dallas 0 3 0 0o — 3
Minnesota 7 10 0 17 — 34
Minn — Rice 47 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

Dall — FG Suisham 33

Minn — Rice 16 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

Minn — FG Longwell 23

Minn — FG Longwell 28

Minn — Rice 45 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

Minn — Shiancoe 11 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

NEW ORLEANS 45, ARIZONA 14—The Saints’ of-
fense scored touchdowns on five of its six first-half pos-
sessions en route to victory. On the first play from scrim-
mage, however, it was Arizona’s Tim Hightower who
scored on a 70-yard touchdown run. New Orleans an-
swered with a 72-yard touchdown drive. On the next
play from scrimmage, Randall Gay forced Jerheme Ur-
ban to fumble. Darren Sharper recovered for the Saints,
and Drew Brees completed a 17-yard touchdown pass
to Jeremy Shockey four plays later for a 14-7 lead with
7:02 left in the quarter. The Saints’ defense forced a
three-and-out, and Reggie Bush capped the ensuing
77-yard drive with a spectacular 46-yard touchdown
run. After an exchange of punts, Kurt Warner engi-
neered an 80-yard drive capped by Beanie Wells’
4-yard touchdown run to pull within 21-14. Six plays lat-
er, Brees and running back Pierre Thomas utilized the
flea-flicker, with Brees completing a long 44-yard touch-
down pass to Devery Henderson for a 28-14 advantage.
Will Smith intercepted Warner two plays later to set up
Marques Colston’s 2-yard touchdown catch with 1:10
left in the half for a 35-14 lead. Bush ended the Saints’
scoring with the third-longest punt return, 83 yards, in
postseason history. Brees was 23 of 32 for 247 yards
and 3 touchdowns. Warner, playing in his final NFL
game, was 17 of 26 for 205 yards, with 1 interception.
Matt Leinart was 7 of 10 for 61 yards for the Cardinals.

Arizona 7 7 0 0 — 14
New Orleans 21 14 10 0 — 45
Ariz — Hightower 70 run (Rackers kick)

NO — Hamilton 1 run (Hartley kick)

NO — Shockey 17 pass from Brees (Hartley kick)
NO — Bush 46 run (Hartley kick)

Ariz. — Wells 4 run (Rackers kick)

NO — Henderson 44 pass from Brees (Hartley kick)
NO — Colston 2 pass from Brees (Hartley kick)

NO — FG Hartley 43

NO — Bush 83 punt return (Hartley kick)

2008
PHILADELPHIA 23, N.Y. GIANTS 11—Donovan

McNabb rushed for a touchdown and passed for anoth-
er as the Eagles’ defense kept the Giants out of the end
zone and defeated the NFC’s top-seed and defending
Super Bowl champion. John Carney kicked a 22-yard
field goal on the Giants’ first possession, but Asante
Samuel intercepted a pass on their second drive.
Samuel returned the ball 25 yards to the Giants’ 2, and
McNabb scored a few plays later for a 7-3 lead. An in-
tentional grounding penalty in the end zone cut the
score to 7-5, and Kevin Dockery’s interception late in the
half led to Carney’s 34-yard field goal and 8-7 lead with
1:33 left in the half. McNabb completed five consecutive
passes on the ensuing drive, and David Akers kicked a
25-yard field goal as the half expired for a 10-8 Eagles’
lead. Two plays into the second half, Fred Robbins in-
tercepted a pass to set up Carney'’s third field goal. The
Eagles answered with a field goal, and after Carney
missed a 47-yard attempt on the Giants’ next posses-
sion, McNabb engineered a 10-play, 63-yard drive,
capped by Brent Celek’s 1-yard catch on the first play of
the fourth quarter for a 20-11 lead. The Giants twice
drove to near midfield, but Eli Manning was stopped for
no gain on fourth-and-1 with 12:29 to play, and Brandon
Jacobs was stopped a yard short on fourth-and-two with
6:28 remaining. McNabb was 22 of 40 for 217 yards and
1 touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Manning was 15 of
29 for 169 yards, with 2 interceptions.
Philadelphia 7 3 3 10 — 23
N.Y. Giants 3 5 3 0o — 1
NYG — FG Carney 22
Phil  — McNabb 1 run (Akers kick)
NYG — Safety, McNabb flagged for intentional
grounding in end zone
NYG — FG Carney 34

Phil — FG Akers 25

NYG — FG Carney 36

Phil  — FG Akers 35

Phil — Celek 1 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
Phil — FG Akers 20

ARIZONA 33, CAROLINA 13—The Cardinals’ defense
forced six turnovers that led to 20 points as Arizona
scored 33 unanswered points to defeat the number-two
seeded Panthers. Arizona maintained possession for
39 minutes, 49 seconds and converted 10 of 18 third-
down situations to keep the Panthers at bay. The Pan-
thers scored five plays into the game for a 7-0 lead, and
then forced Arizona to punt. However, the Cardinals’
defense forced a three-and-out, and Arizona scored on
its next five possessions, spanning a total of just 14 min-
utes, 11 seconds, to take a 27-7 lead. The outburst be-
gan with Kurt Warner’s 3-yard touchdown pass to Tim
Hightower on third-and-goal. On the next play from
scrimmage, Antonio Smith sacked Jake Delhomme
and forced him to fumble. Smith recovered the ball at
the Panthers’ 13, and Edgerrin James scored two plays
later. Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie then intercepted a
pass near the goal line to thwart the Panthers. The Car-
dinals kicked field goals on their next two possessions,
and Gerald Hayes’ interception on the first play after
Neil Rackers’ second field goal led to Larry Fitzgerald’s
29-yard touchdown catch with 3:32 left in the half for a
27-7 lead. The Panthers did not score again until there
were just 50 seconds remaining. Warner was 21 of 32
for 220 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception.
Fitzgerald had 8 receptions for 166 yards. Delhomme
was 17 of 34 for 205 yards and 1 touchdown, with 5 in-
terceptions.

Arizona 14 13 3 3 — 33
Carolina 7 0 0 6 — 13
Car — Stewart 9 run (Kasay kick)

Ariz  — Hightower 3 pass from Warner (Rackers kick)
Ariz — James 4 run (Rackers kick)

Ariz — FG Rackers 49

Ariz — FG Rackers 30

Ariz  — Fitzgerald 29 pass from Warner (Rackers kick)
Ariz  — FG Rackers 33

Ariz — FG Rackers 20

Car — Smith 8 pass from Delhomme (pass failed)
2007

NEW YORK GIANTS 21, DALLAS 17—R.W. McQuar-
ters intercepted a pass in the end zone with nine sec-
onds remaining as the Giants advanced to the NFC

Championship Game for the first time in seven seasons.
On the game’s opening possession, Amani Toomer
caught a short pass, spun away from the defense, and
raced into the end zone for a 52-yard touchdown. Late
in the first quarter, Marion Barber had carries for 36 and
20 yards on a 96-yard touchdown drive to tie the game.
The Cowboys’ defense then forced a punt, and the of-
fense marched 90 yards in 20 plays, highlighted by 3
third-down completions by Tony Romo, and capped by
Barber’s 1-yard touchdown run for a 14-7 lead with just
53 seconds left in the half. However, Eli Manning com-
pleted passes of 22 and 11 yards to Steve Smith, and a
19-yard pass to Kevin Boss to the Cowboys’ 4 with 11
seconds left. Manning completed the drive with a
4-yard touchdown toss to Toomer with seven seconds
left in the half to tie the game. The Cowboys opened the
second half with a field goal, but late in the quarter
McQuarters’ 25-yard punt return to the Cowboys’ 37,
and Manning’s 11-yard pass to Smith on third-and-6,
led to Brandon Jacobs’ 1-yard touchdown run for a
21-17 lead with 13:29 to play. The Giants’ defense
forced two punts, but the Cowboys got the ball at the
Giants’ 48 with 1:50 to play. Romo completed three
passes to the Giants’ 23, but on fourth-and-11 McQuar-
ters intercepted his pass in the end zone with nine sec-
onds remaining. Manning was 12 of 18 for 163 yards
and 2 touchdowns. Romo was 18 of 36 for 201 yards
and 1 touchdown, with 1 interception. Barber carried 27
times for 129 yards.

N.Y. Giants 7 7 0 7 — 21
Dallas 0o 14 3 0o — 17
NYG — Toomer 52 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)
Dall — Owens 5 pass from Romo (Folk kick)

Dall — Barber 1 run (Folk kick)

NYG — Toomer 4 pass from Manning (Tynes kick)
Dall — FG Folk 34

NYG — Jacobs 1 run (Tynes kick)

GREEN BAY 42, SEATTLE 20—Ryan Grant rushed for
201 yards and 3 touchdowns, and Brett Favre added 3
scoring passes, as Green Bay scored the game’s final
six touchdowns. The Packers outgained the Seahawks
408-200 in total yards. Seattle benefited early as Grant
fumbled twice in the first 1:09. Lofa Tatupu recovered
the first fumble and returned it 12 yards to the Packers’
1, setting up Shaun Alexander’s touchdown 20 sec-
onds into the game. Grant’s second fumble was recov-
ered by Jordan Babineaux at the Packers’ 49. Matt Has-
selbeck’s 11-yard touchdown pass to Bobby Engram
six plays later gave Seattle a 14-0 lead with 10:59 left in
the first quarter. The Packers responded by scoring
touchdowns on their next six possessions. Five of the
scoring drives covered at least 64 yards, with the ex-
ception coming on the first play of the second quarter.
With the score tied 14-14, Atari Bigby forced Marcus
Pollard to fumble. Aaron Kampman recovered at the
Seahawks’ 18, and Favre completed a 2-yard touch-
down pass to Greg Jennings three plays later for a
21-14 lead. Snow began falling in the second quarter
and blanketed the field for the remainder of the game.
The Seahawks’ defense finally stopped the Packers
with 9:11 to play, and the offense drove to the Packers’
41 trailing 42-20, but Hasselbeck threw four consecu-
tive incompletions to end the drive with 8:03 to play.
Favre was 18 of 23 for 173 yards and 3 touchdowns.
Grant carried 27 times for 201 yards. Hasselbeck was
19 of 33 for 194 yards and 1 touchdown.

Seattle 14 3 3 0 — 20
Green Bay 14 14 7 7 — 42
Sea — Alexander 1 run (J. Brown kick)

Sea — Engram 11 pass from Hasselbeck (J. Brown
kick)

GB — Jennings 15 pass from Favre (Crosby kick)

GB — Grant 1 run (Crosby kick)

GB — Jennings 2 pass from Favre (Crosby kick)

Sea — FGJ. Brown 29

GB — Grant 3 run (Crosby kick)

GB — B. Jackson 13 pass from Favre (Crosby kick)

Sea — FGJ. Brown 27

GB — Grant 1 run (Crosby kick)

2006
CHICAGO BEARS 27, SEATTLE 24 (OT)—Robbie
Gould kicked a 49-yard field goal 4:58 into overtime as
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the Bears advanced to the NFC Championship Game
for the first time since 1988. The Seahawks tied the
score 7-7 early in the second quarter, but on the next
play Rex Grossman connected with Bernard Berrian
deep down the middle for 68-yard touchdown pass and
a 14-7 lead. Shaun Alexander’s 4-yard touchdown run,
on fourth-and-1, was set up Chuck Darby’s recovery of
a Grossman fumble forced by Julian Peterson and tied
the score 14-14. The Bears responded with their own
touchdown on fourth-and-1, a 7-yard run by Thomas
Jones with 48 seconds left in the half, for a 21-14 half-
time lead. The Seahawks scored on their first two pos-
sessions of the second half to take a 24-21 lead, and
Pete Hunter intercepted Grossman near the goal line to
thwart a rally with 13:31 to play. Later in the quarter,
Devin Hester’s 66-yard punt return for a touchdown was
nullified by a penalty, but the Bears did drive 48 yards
and Gould made a 41-yard field goal with 4:24 to play
to tie the game. In overtime, the Seahawks were forced
to punt, and Ryan Plackemeier’s kick went 18 yards
and out of bounds at the Bears’ 34. Grossman’s 30-
yard pass to Rashied Davis on third-and-10 set up
Gould’s game-winning 49-yard kick. Grossman was 21
of 38 for 282 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 intercep-
tion. Berrian had 5 receptions for 105 yards. Matt Has-
selbeck was 18 of 33 for 195 yards and 1 touchdown,
with 1 interception.
Seattle 0o 14 10 0 0
Chi. Bears 7 14 0 3 3
Chi — T. Jones 9 run (Gould kick)
Sea — Burleson 16 pass from Hasselbeck
(J. Brown kick)
Chi — Berrian 68 pass from Grossman (Gould kick)
Sea — Alexander 4 run (J. Brown kick)
Chi — T. Jones 7 run (Gould kick)
Sea — FG J. Brown 40
Sea — Alexander 13 run (J. Brown kick)
Chi — FG Gould 41
Chi — FG Gould 49

— 24
— 27

NEW ORLEANS 27, PHILADELPHIA 24—Deuce
McAllister rushed for 143 yards and scored twice as the
Saints won their first playoff game since 2000. Brees
was 20 of 32 for 243 yards and 1 touchdown. The Ea-
gles used two big plays, a 75-yard touchdown pass
from Jeff Garcia to Donte’ Stallworth, and a 62-yard
touchdown run by Brian Westbrook three plays into the
second half, to take a 21-13 lead. The Saints came right
back, keyed by Billy Miller's 29-yard catch, and capped
by McAllister’s 5-yard touchdown run, to pull within
21-20. The Saints’ defense then forced a punt, and the
offense drove 84 yards, highlighted by a 23-yard run by
McAllister, and capped by Drew Brees’ 11-yard touch-
down pass to McAllister, for a 27-21 lead with 1:05 left
in the third quarter. The Eagles drove to the Saints’ 4,
but on third-and-1 Garcia’s short pass to Thomas Tapeh
resulted in a 2-yard loss, forcing the Eagles to settle for
David Akers’ 24-yard field goal to pull within 27-24 with
11:08 remaining. On third-and-1 with 1:37 to play, McAl-
lister gained 5 yards and the Saints ran out the clock.
McAllister carried 21 times for 143 yards. Garcia was 15
of 30 for 240 yards and 1 touchdown. Westbrook
carried 13 times for 116 yards.

Philadelphia o 14 7 3 — 24
New Orleans 3 10 14 0o — 27
NO — FG Carney 33

NO — FG Carney 23

Phil — Stallworth 75 pass from Garcia (Akers kick)
NO — Bush 4 run (Carney kick)

Phil — Westbrook 1 run (Akers kick)

Phil  — Westbrook 62 run (Akers kick)

NO — McAllister 5 run (Carney kick)

NO — McAllister 11 pass from Brees (Carney kick)
Phil — FG Akers 24

2005

CAROLINA 29, CHICAGO BEARS 21—Steve Smith
had 12 receptions for 218 yards and 2 touchdowns as
the Panthers knocked off the second-seeded Bears.
Despite facing a defense that had set a modern NFL
record by allowing just 61 points in eight home games,
the Panthers tallied 434 total yards. Smith caught a
58-yard touchdown pass from Jake Delhomme deep
down the right sideline on the game’s second play to

set the tone. Smith outleaped Charles Tillman for a 46-
yard catch later in the quarter to set up John Kasay’s
20-yard field goal for a 10-0 lead. Kasay added a sec-
ond field goal for a 13-0 lead before the Bears answered
with a 67-yard drive capped by Adrian Peterson’s
1-yard scoring run on fourth-and-goal with 1:57 left in
the half. The Panthers responded with Kasay’s third
field goal of the quarter, ending the half with a 37-yard
boot to extend the lead to 9 points. The Bears drove
68 yards to begin the second half, highlighted by
Bernard Berrian holding onto a 17-yard catch at the
Bears’ 1 despite a strong tackle by Mike Minter.
Desmond Clark capped the drive with a 1-yard catch to
pull within 16-14. DeShaun Foster broke his ankle on
the next play from scrimmage, but the Panthers scored
later in the quarter on Smith’s 39-yard touchdown catch
down the left sideline to take a 23-14 lead. Smith had
set up the touchdown with his 21-yard reception on
third-and-9 two plays earlier. The Bears answered with
a 66-yard drive, kept alive by a facemask penalty that
nullified a fumble for a touchback. Jason McKie culmi-
nated the drive with a 3-yard run with 12:23 to play. The
Panthers needed just seven plays to answer, highlight-
ed by Smith’s 22-yard run, and capped by Kris
Mangum’s 1-yard scoring catch with 8:04 remaining.
Kasay slipped and his extra-point attempt hit the right
upright, allowing the Bears to trail by just eight points.
After an exchange of punts, the Bears drove to the Pan-
thers’ 37, but Ken Lucas intercepted Rex Grossman’s
third-and-10 pass with 2:26 to play, and after a punt,
Grossman’s fourth-and-1 pass from the Bears’ 45 fell in-
complete with 41 seconds left to clinch the victory. Del-
homme was 24 of 33 for 319 yards and 3 touchdowns,
with 1 interception. Smith, who had the fourth-best re-
ceiving yardage total in postseason history, also had 3
carries for 26 yards. Grossman, who had made just one
start during the season, was 17 of 41 for 192 yards and
1 touchdown, with 1 interception.

Carolina 7 9 7 6 — 29
Chi. Bears 0 7 7 7 — 21
Car — S. Smith 58 pass from Delhomme (Kasay kick)
Car — FG Kasay 20

Car — FG Kasay 38

Chi — Peterson 1 run (Gould kick)

Car — FG Kasay 37

Chi  — Clark 1 pass from Grossman (Gould kick)
Car — S. Smith 39 pass from Delhomme (Kasay kick)
Chi  — McKie 3 run (Gould kick)

Car — Mangum 1 pass from Delhomme (kick failed)

SEATTLE 20, WASHINGTON 10—Matt Hasselbeck
passed for 1 touchdown and ran for another as the Sea-
hawks posted their first playoff victory since 1984.
Shaun Alexander suffered a concussion late in the first
quarter, and a muffed punt set up a field goal to give the
Redskins a 3-0 lead. Seattle responded with a 12-play,
74-yard touchdown drive, capped by Darrell Jackson’s
29-yard touchdown catch. Joe Jurevicius’ 31-yard re-
ception led to Hasselbeck’s scrambling 6-yard touch-
down run on third-and-5 for a 14-3 lead with 9:35 left in
the third quarter. Seattle extended the lead to 17-3, but
Mark Brunell completed a 52-yard pass to Chris Cooley
to set up Santana Moss’ 20-yard touchdown catch off of
a deflection to pull the Redskins within 17-10 with 11:51
remaining. John Hall then recovered a fumble on the
ensuing kickoff, but he missed a 36-yard field-goal at-
tempt wide left with 8:01 to play. Mack Strong’s 32-yard
run on third-and-6 set up Josh Brown’s 31-yard field
goal with 2:54 remaining. Brunell’s fourth-and-2 pass
intended for Moss was batted down in the end zone by
Michael Boulware with 47 seconds left to quell their fi-
nal scoring chance. Hasselbeck was 16 of 26 for 215
yards and 1 touchdown. Jackson had 9 receptions for
143 yards. Brunell was 22 of 37 for 242 yards and 1
touchdown. Moss had 7 catches for 103 yards.
Washington 0 3 0 7 — 10
Seattle 0 7 7 6 — 20
Wash — FG Hall 26

Sea — D. Jackson 29 pass from Hasselbeck
(J. Brown kick)

Sea — Hasselbeck 6 run (J. Brown kick)

Sea — FG J. Brown 33

Wash — Moss 20 pass from Brunell (Hall kick)
Sea — FG J. Brown 31

2004

PHILADELPHIA 27, MINNESOTA 14—Freddie Mitchell
scored 2 touchdowns as the Eagles earned a berth in
their fourth consecutive NFC Championship Game. The
Eagles drove 53 and 92 yards for touchdowns to jump
to a 14-0 lead. Following Daunte Culpepper’s 7-yard
scoring scramble, the Eagles drove to the Vikings’ 14.
Donovan McNabb completed a pass to L.J. Smith, who
was hit by Antoine Winfield at the 4-yard line and fum-
bled. The ball popped into the air and Mitchell caught it
on the fly in the end zone for a touchdown and 21-7 lead
with 10:08 left in the half. Both teams failed on two scor-
ing chances. The Vikings failed fake field-goal attempt
from the Eagles’ 3 ended a drive before halftime, and lke
Reese intercepted a tipped pass at the Eagles’ 28 in the
third quarter. Dorsey Levens was tackled at the Vikings’
5 as time expired in the first half, and, while reaching for
the pylon in the third quarter, Mitchell fumbled the ball
out of the end zone for a touchback. At the end of the
third quarter, Culpepper’s fourth-and-22 pass into the
end zone, intended for Randy Moss, fell incomplete, and
the Eagles made 2 fourth-quarter field goals to pull
away. McNabb was 21 of 33 for 286 yards and 2 touch-
downs. Culpepper was 24 of 46 for 316 yards and 1
touchdown, with 2 interceptions. Marcus Robinson had
5 receptions for 119 yards.

Minnesota o 7 0 7 — 14
Philadelphia 7 14 0 6 — 27
Phil — Mitchell 2 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

Phil  — Westbrook 7 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
Minn — Culpepper 7 run (Andersen kick)

Phil — Mitchell fumble recovery in end zone
(Akers kick)

Phil  — FG Akers 21

Phil  — FG Akers 23

Minn — Robinson 32 pass from Culpepper (Andersen
kick)

ATLANTA 47, ST. LOUIS RAMS 17—The Falcons
rushed for 327 yards and Allen Rossum set a postsea-
son record with 152 punt-return yards as the Falcons
advanced to their second NFC Championship Game
appearance. The Falcons had a 35:35-24:25 advantage
in time of possession, and scored on five of their first six
possessions to jump to a 38-17 lead with 5:54 left in the
third quarter. On the first possession, faced with third-
and-3, Michael Vick scrambled around right end and
ran 47 yards to set up Alge Crumpler’s 18-yard touch-
down pass just three minutes into the game. The Rams
tied the game five plays later with Kevin Curtis’ 57-yard
touchdown catch, but the Falcons needed just four
plays to retake the lead on Warrick Dunn’s 62-yard
scoring run. Leading 21-14, Rossum returned a punt 68
yards for a touchdown with 59 seconds left in the half
for a 28-14 lead, and Rossum’s 39-yard return early in
the third quarter led to Peerless Price’s 6-yard catch for
a 35-17 lead. Rossum’s 45-yard punt return to the
Rams’ 13 moments later led to Jay Feely’s 38-yard field
goal for a 38-17 lead. Vick was 12 of 16 of 82 yards and
2 touchdowns, and rushed 8 times for 119 yards. Dunn
rushed 17 times for 142 yards. Marc Bulger was 23 of
35 for 299 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception.
Curtis had 7 catches for 128 yards.

St.L. Rams 7 10 0 o — 17
Atlanta 14 14 10 9 — 47
Atl  — Crumpler 18 pass from Vick (Feely kick)
StL — Curtis 57 pass from Bulger (Wilkins kick)
Atl  — Dunn 62 run (Feely kick)

Atl  — Dunn 19 run (Feely kick)

StL — Holt 28 pass from Bulger (Wilkins kick)

Atl — Rossum 68 punt return (Feely kick)

StL — FG Wilkins 55

Atl  — Price 6 pass from Vick (Feely kick)

Atl  — FG Feely 38

Atl  — Safety, B. Smith sacked Bulger in end zone
Atl — Duckett 4 run (Feely kick)

2003

PHILADELPHIA 20, GREEN BAY 17 (OT)—The Ea-
gles used an improbable 28-yard pass on fourth-and-26
to set up David Akers’ game-tying field goal in the final
seconds en route to an overtime victory and a berth in
the NFC Championship Game for the third consecutive
season. In the middle of the first quarter, Brett Favre’s
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40-yard touchdown pass to Robert Ferguson came one
play after Mike McKenzie’s cornerback blitz forced
Donovan McNabb to fumble the ball away. Akers
missed a 33-yard field-goal attempt on the Eagles’ next
possession, and Green Bay responded with an eight-
play, 77-yard drive, capped by Favre’s 17-yard touch-
down pass to Ferguson, for a 14-0 lead with 1:22 left in
the first quarter. A 45-yard pass from McNabb to Todd
Pinkston set up Duce Staley’s 7-yard touchdown on a
shovel pass. The Packers once again drove right down
field, but on fourth-and-goal from the Eagles’ 1 with
2:00 left in the half, Ahman Green was stopped short of
the goal line. A 24-yard scramble by McNabb set up his
12-yard touchdown pass to Pinkston on the first play of
the fourth quarter to tie the score. Two possessions lat-
er, Favre’s 44-yard pass to Javon Walker set up Ryan
Longwell’s go-ahead field goal with 10:22 left. After an
exchange of punts, the Eagles started on their own 20
with 2:21 left. With 1:12 left, McNabb was sacked for a
16-yard loss by Bhawoh Jue, setting up fourth-and-26.
McNabb fired a pass down the middle to Freddie
Mitchell, who caught the ball beyond the marker for a
28-yard gain. Akers’ 37-yard field goal with five seconds
left forced overtime. The Eagles won the toss, but were
forced to punt. But on the Packers’ first play, Favre loft-
ed a pass downfield which was intercepted by Brian
Dawkins, who returned it 35 yards to the Packers’ 34.
Six plays later, Akers kicked a 31-yard field goal with
10:12 left on the clock for the victory. McNabb was 21 of
39 for 248 yards and 2 touchdowns, and rushed for 107
yards on 11 carries. Favre was 15 of 28 for 180 yards
and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception. Green rushed
25 times for 156 yards.

Green Bay 14 0o o0 3 o — 17
Philadelphia 0 7 0 10 3 — 20
GB — Ferguson 40 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)
GB — Ferguson 17 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)
Phil — Staley 7 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

Phil — Pinkston 12 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

GB — FG Longwell 21
Phil — FG Akers 37
Phil  — FG Akers 31

CAROLINA 29, ST. LOUIS RAMS 23 (2 OT)—Steve
Smith caught a 69-yard touchdown pass from Jake Del-
homme on the first play of the second overtime as Car-
olina advanced to the NFC Championship Game. The
Rams drove inside the Panthers’ 10 on each of their
three first-half possessions, but settled for a field goal
each time. After struggling on its first two possessions,
Carolina scored on five consecutive drives, capped by
Brad Hoover’s 7- yard touchdown run following Mike
Minter’s interception, to give Carolina a 23-12 lead with
8:50 to play. Deon Grant intercepted Marc Bulger’s
pass on the next play from scrimmage, giving the Pan-
thers a chance to put the game away. But Tyoka Jack-
son dropped Delhomme for an 11-yard loss on third-
and-6, and John Kasay’s 53-yard field-goal attempt hit
the left upright with 6:29 remaining. The Rams convert-
ed four third downs and a fourth down, on a 16-yard
pass from Bulger to Marshall Faulk, and scored on
Faulk’s 1-yard run with 2:39 left. Bulger’'s 2-point con-
version pass to Dane Looker pulled the Rams within
three points, and Jeff Wilkins recovered his own onside
kick to give the Rams a chance to tie or win. St. Louis
reached the Panthers’ 19 with 42 seconds left, but the
Rams opted to let the clock run down, and Wilkins tied
the game with a 33-yard attempt as regulation expired.
In overtime, the Panthers won the toss and reached the
Rams’ 22 to set up Kasay for an opportunity to win the
game. Kasay made a 40-yard attempt, but the play was
nullified by a delay of game penalty. After a few unsuc-
cessful runs, Kasay attempted a 45-yard field goal, but
pulled it wide right. The Rams responded by driving to
the Panthers’ 35, but Wilkins’ 53-yard field-goal attempt
landed short. The Rams’ defense stiffened to force a
punt, but Ricky Manning Jr. intercepted Bulger at the
Panthers’ 35 with 1:01 left in overtime. On third-and-14,
Delhomme completed a pass to Smith near midfield.
Smith split the seam and outran the secondary for the
game-winning touchdown 10 seconds into the second
overtime. Delhomme was 16 of 26 for 290 yards and 1
touchdown, with 1 interception. Smith had 6 receptions
for 163 yards and 1 touchdown. Bulger was 27 of 46 for

332 yards, with 3 interceptions. Isaac Bruce had 7 re-
ceptions for 116 yards.

Carolina 0o 10 6 7 0 6
St.L.Rams 3 6 3 11 0 0
StL  — FG Wilkins 20

StL — FG Wilkins 26

Car — Muhammad fumble recovery in end

zone (Kasay kick)
StL — FG Wilkins 24

— 29
— 23

Car — FG Kasay 45

StL — FG Wilkins 51

Car — FG Kasay 52

Car — FG Kasay 34

Car — Hoover 7 run (Kasay kick)

StL — Faulk 1 run (Looker pass from Bulger)
StL — FG Wilkins 33

Car — Smith 69 pass from Delhomme
2002

TAMPA BAY 31, SAN FRANCISCO 6—The Bucca-
neers’ defense forced 5 turnovers and registered 4
sacks as Tampa Bay handed Steve Mariucci a loss in
his final game as the 49ers’ coach. Quarterback Brad
Johnson, who missed the last two regular-season
games with a bruised back, helped the Buccaneers
convert all 6 of their third-down conversions on their first
two drives en route to a 14-3 lead. San Francisco coun-
tered with Jeff Chandler’'s second field goal, but the
Buccaneers, aided by a 36-yard pass interference
penalty, scored just 1:07 later on Johnson’s 12-yard
touchdown pass to Rickey Dudley to take a 21-6 lead.
Corey Ivy downed Tom Tupa’s punt at the 49ers’ 3 late
in the first half, and Derrick Brooks intercepted Jeff Gar-
cia’s pass at the 49ers’ 26 two plays later to set up Mike
Alstott’s second touchdown with 50 seconds left in the
half, which staked Tampa Bay to a 28-6 halftime lead.
Dwight Smith intercepted Garcia on the first play of the
second half to lead to a field goal and finish the scoring.
The 49ers’ defense, which was riddled with injuries, al-
lowed Tampa Bay to convert 10 of 17 third-down at-
tempts and hold on to the ball for 36:46 of the game’s
60 minutes. Johnson was 15 of 31 for 196 yards and 2
touchdowns, with 1 interception. Garcia was 22 of 41
for 193 yards, with 3 interceptions.

San Francisco 3 3 0 0 — 6

Tampa Bay 7 21 3 0 — 31

TB  — Alstott 2 run (Gramatica kick)

SF — FG Chandler 24

TB  — Jurevicius 20 pass from B. Johnson
(Gramatica kick)

SF — FG Chandler 40

TB  — Dudley 12 pass from B. Johnson
(Gramatica kick)

TB — Alstott 2 run (Gramatica kick)

TB — FG Gramatica 19

PHILADELPHIA 20, ATLANTA 6—Donovan McNabb
returned from a broken ankle to pass for 247 yards and
a fourth-quarter touchdown pass as the Eagles outlast-
ed the Falcons. McNabb, playing his first game since
November 17, proved he was healthy with a 19-yard run
on the Eagles’ second play from scrimmage. Midway
through the first quarter, Bobby Taylor intercepted
Michael Vick’s pass and weaved his way down the right
sideline 39 yards for a touchdown. The Eagles added
field goals on their next two possessions to take a 13-0
lead. The Falcons responded with 2 field goals, and af-
ter David Akers missed a 51-yard field-goal attempt in
the third quarter, Atlanta drove to the Eagles’ 20. Vick
scrambled out of the pocket and scored what would
have been the game-tying touchdown, but the 20-yard
scoring run was nullified by a holding penalty. Feely
missed a 37-yard field goal a few plays later to end At-
lanta’s final offensive threat. The Eagles put the game
away in the fourth quarter with a 75-yard drive, capped
by McNabb’s 35-yard touchdown pass to James
Thrash on fourth-and-1 with 6:26 left. McNabb was 20
of 30 for 247 yards and 1 touchdown. Vick was 22 of 38
for 274 yards, with 2 interceptions, and was limited to
just 30 rushing yards on 6 carries.

Atlanta 0 6 0 0o — 6
Philadelphia 10 3 0 7 — 20
Phil — Taylor 39 interception return (Akers kick)
Phil  — FG Akers 34

Phil  — FG Akers 39

Atl  — FG Feely 34

Atl  — FG Feely 52

Phil — Thrash 35 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
2001

ST. LOUIS RAMS 45, GREEN BAY 17—Aeneas
Williams set a postseason record by returning 2 inter-
ceptions for touchdowns as the Rams’ defense inter-
cepted 6 passes en route to their second NFC Champi-
onship Game appearance in three seasons. On the
Packers’ second possession, Brett Favre and Bill
Schroeder had a miscommunication, which enabled
Favre’s pass to go directly to Williams, who raced 29
yards untouched for a touchdown. Darren Sharper’s in-
terception set up Favre’s 22-yard touchdown pass to An-
tonio Freeman late in the first quarter, but the Rams re-
sponded with a 6-play, 66-yard drive, keyed by Marshall
Faulk’s 38-yard run, and capped by Kurt Warner’s 4-yard
touchdown pass to Torry Holt. Three plays later, Kim
Herring’s 45-yard interception return to the Packers’ 4
led to Warner’s 4-yard touchdown pass to James Hod-
gins and a 21-7 lead. Leading 24-10 early in the third
quarter, Williams recovered a fumble and raced 69 yards
for a touchdown, only to have the touchdown over-
turned, with Williams being ruled down by contact. Un-
daunted, the Rams drove 69 yards in four plays, high-
lighted by Holt’s spectacular 50-yard over-the-shoulder
catch, and capped by Faulk’s 7-yard run. Five plays lat-
er, Favre’s pass was deflected by Grant Wistrom into the
hands of Tommy Polley, who returned it 34 yards for a
touchdown and a 38-10 lead with 8:12 left in the third
quarter. Williams capped the day with his 32-yard inter-
ception return for a touchdown midway through the final
quarter. Warner was 18 of 30 for 216 yards and 2 touch-
downs, with 1 interception. Favre was 26 of 44 for 281
yards and 2 touchdowns, with a postseason-tying 6 in-
terceptions.

Green Bay 7 3 0 7 — 17
St.L. Rams 7 17 14 7 — 45
StL — Williams 29 interception return (Wilkins kick)
GB — Freeman 22 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)
StL — Holt 4 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)

StL — Hodgins 4 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)
GB — FG Longwell 28

StL — FG Wilkins 27

StL — Faulk 7 run (Wilkins kick)

StL — Polley 34 interception return (Wilkins kick)
StL — Williams 32 interception return (Wilkins kick)
GB — Freeman 8 pass from Favre (Longwell kick)

PHILADELPHIA 33, CHICAGO BEARS 19—Donovan
McNabb passed for 2 touchdowns and ran for another
as the Eagles advanced to the NFC Championship
Game for the first time since 1980. The Eagles drove 61
and 63 yards on their first two possessions to set up field
goals by David Akers. Damon Moore’s interception at the
Eagles’ 2 thwarted a Bears’ drive early in the second
quarter, and also ended the day for Jim Miller, who was
injured during the return. Behind Shane Matthews, the
Bears took the lead later in the quarter as wide receiver
Ahmad Merritt ran 47 yards on a reverse for a touch-
down. The Eagles responded with an 11-play, 69-yard
drive, highlighted by McNabb’s 9-yard pass to Jeff
Thomason on fourth-and-1, and capped by his 13-yard
touchdown pass to Cecil Martin with 14 seconds left in
the half to give the Eagles a 13-7 lead. Jerry Azumah’s
39-yard interception return early in the second half put
the Bears back in front. Later in the quarter, Brad May-
nard’s 15-yard punt gave the Eagles the ball at the Bears’
36. The Bears forced the Eagles into a third-and-14 situ-
ation, but McNabb completed a 30-yard pass to Thoma-
son to set up his 6-yard scoring pass to Duce Staley and
give Philadelphia a 20-14 lead. The Bears answered with
Paul Edinger’s 38-yard field goal 44 seconds into the
fourth quarter, but the Eagles used 11 plays on the en-
suing drive and took a 23-17 lead with 8:48 to play on Ak-
ers’ third field goal. Quinton Caver recovered Autry Den-
son’s fumble on the ensuing kickoff to set up Akers’
fourth field goal, and Rashard Cook’s 15-yard intercep-
tion return to the Eagles’ 20 set up McNabb’s 5-yard
touchdown run with 3:21 remaining to take a 33-17 lead.
Sean Landeta ran out of the end zone as time expired to
provide the final margin. McNabb was 26 of 40 for 262
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yards and 2 touchdowns, with 1 interception. Matthews
was 8 of 17 for 66 yards, with 2 interceptions, while Miller
was 3 of 5 for 23 yards, with 1 interception.

Philadelphia 6 7 7 18 — 33
Chi. Bears o 7 7 5 — 19
Phil — FG Akers 34
Phil — FG Akers 23

Chi  — Merritt 47 run (Edinger kick)

Phil — Martin 13 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)
Chi — Azumah 39 interception return

(Edinger kick)
Phil — Staley 6 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

Chi — FG Edinger 38

Phil — FG Akers 40

Phil — FG Akers 46

Phil  — McNabb 5 run (Akers kick)

Chi — Safety, Landeta ran out of end zone
2000

NEW YORK GIANTS 20, PHILADELPHIA 10—Ron
Dixon returned the opening kickoff 97 yards for a touch-
down to spark the Giants to their first playoff victory since
1993. Dixon became the first player to begin a postsea-
son game with a kickoff return for a touchdown since
Miami’s Nat Moore in 1974. The Giants’ defense did not
allow a first down during the Eagles’ first three posses-
sions, and on their fourth possession Torrance Small fum-
bled and Dave Thomas recovered to set up Brad
Daluiso’s 37-yard field goal. Late in the first half, Jason
Sehorn made a diving interception, batting the ball in
midair with one hand before catching it, got to his feet,
and outran the Eagles to the end zone for a 17-0 Giants’
lead. The Eagles got on the board when David Akers
kicked a field goal before halftime, but Akers missed from
30 yards in the third quarter. James Bostic’s blocked punt
in the final minutes set up Donovan McNabb’s 10-yard
touchdown pass to Small to close out the scoring. Kerry
Collins was 12 of 19 for 125 yards. McNabb completed 20
of 41 passes for 181 yards and 1 touchdown, with 1 in-
terception. The clubs combined for only 423 total yards,
but the Giants controlled the clock for 36:09 thanks to 112
rushing yards, including 53 from Ron Dayne and 35 from
Tiki Barber, despite a broken left forearm.

Philadelphia 0 3 0 7 — 10
N.Y. Giants 7 10 0 3 — 20
NYG — Dixon 97 kickoff return (Daluiso kick)

NYG — FG Daluiso 37

NYG — Sehorn 32 interception return (Daluiso kick)
Phil — FG Akers 28

NYG — FG Daluiso 25

Phil — Small 10 pass from McNabb (Akers kick)

MINNESOTA 34, NEW ORLEANS 16—Daunte Culpep-
per passed for 302 yards and 3 touchdowns as the
Vikings defeated the Saints. The Vikings scored on their
third play from scrimmage, when Randy Moss caught a
short pass and raced untouched 53 yards for a touch-
down. The Vikings led 10-3 late in the first half when
Culpepper scrambled for 30 yards and, on the next play,
fired a 17-yard touchdown pass to Cris Carter. Moss
scored on the third play of the second half as well, again
taking a quick pass and this time outrunning the Saints
68 yards for a touchdown and a 24-3 lead. Robert Tate’s
interception at the Saints’ 29 late in the third quarter led
to Robert Smith’s 2-yard touchdown run to give the
Vikings a 34-10 lead with 10:46 remaining. Culpepper
completed 17 of 31 passes for 302 yards and 3 touch-
downs. Moss had 2 catches for 121 yards, and Carter
had 8 receptions for 120 yards. Aaron Brooks was 30 of
48 for 295 yards and 2 touchdowns, with 2 interceptions.
Chad Morton had 13 catches for 106 yards.
New Orleans 3 0 7 6 — 16
Minnesota 10 7 10 7 — 34
Minn — Moss 53 pass from Culpepper

(Anderson kick)
NO — FG Brien 33
Minn — FG Anderson 24
Minn — Carter 17 pass from Culpepper

(Anderson kick)
Minn — Moss 68 pass from Culpepper

(Anderson kick)
NO — Stachelski 2 pass from Brooks (Brien kick)
Minn — FG Anderson 44

Minn — Smith 2 run (Anderson kick)
NO — Jackson 48 pass from Brooks (pass failed)

1999

ST. LOUIS RAMS 49, MINNESOTA 37—Kurt Warner
passed for 391 yards and 5 touchdowns to put the Rams
in the NFC Championship Game for the first time since
1989. Gary Anderson’s 31-yard field goal capped the
game’s first drive, but on the Rams’ first play, Warner
found Isaac Bruce on a post pattern for a 77-yard touch-
down. It took the Rams’ four plays to score on their next
possession, capped by Marshall Faulk’s 41-yard scoring
screen pass. The Vikings drove 96 yards to cut the deficit
to 14-10, and Robert Griffith’s fumble recovery near mid-
field set up Leroy Hoard’s 4-yard scoring run to give the
Vikings a 17-14 halftime lead. Trailing at halftime at home
for the first time all season, Tony Horne promptly re-
turned the second half’s opening kickoff 95 yards for a
touchdown. While the Vikings failed to gain a first down
on their first four possessions (three punts and a fumble)
of the second half, the Rams scored touchdowns on four
of their first five possessions, capped by Warner’s 2-yard
touchdown pass to Roland Williams to give the Rams a
49-17 lead with 8:13 remaining. Jeff George engineered
touchdown drives of 75, 63, and 85 yards in the final min-
utes. Warner was 27 of 33 for 391 yards and 5 touch-
downs, with 1 interception, and completed passes to 10
different Rams. Bruce had 4 receptions for 133 yards.
George was 29 of 50 for 423 yards and 4 touchdowns,
with 1 interception. Randy Moss had 9 catches for 188
yards, and Cris Carter had 7 for 106 yards.

Minnesota 3 14 0 20 — 37
St.L. Rams 14 0o 21 14 — 49
Minn — FG Anderson 31

StL — Bruce 77 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)

St — Faulk 41 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)
Minn — Carter 22 pass from George (Anderson kick)
Minn — Hoard 4 run (Anderson kick)

St — Horne 95 kickoff return (Wilkins kick)

StL — Faulk 1 run (Wilkins kick)

StL — Robinson 13 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)
StL — Tucker 1 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)

StL — Williams 2 pass from Warner (Wilkins kick)
Minn — Reed 4 pass from George (Hoard run)

Minn — Moss 44 pass from George (pass failed)

Minn — Moss 2 pass from George (pass failed)

TAMPA BAY 14, WASHINGTON 13—Turnovers set up
both of Tampa Bay’s second half touchdowns, and an er-
rant snap squashed the Redskins’ field-goal attempt in
the final minutes as the Buccaneers earned their first trip
to the NFC Championship Game since 1979. The Red-
skins’ defense forced 6 first-half punts, and Brett Con-
way'’s 28-yard field goal gave the Redskins a 3-0 halftime
lead. Brian Mitchell returned the second half’'s opening
kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown, and Darrell Green’s
interception in Buccaneers’ territory set up Conway’s
second field goal to give Washington a 13-0 lead. John
Lynch’s interception at the Redskins’ 27 sparked the
Buccaneers’ offense, which needed just 6 plays, capped
by Mike Alstott’s 2-yard run, to cut the deficit to 13-7 late
in the third quarter. Warren Sapp recovered Brad John-
son’s fumble at the Redskins’ 32 early in the fourth quar-
ter, and Alstott converted a fourth-and-1 to set up Shaun
King’s 1-yard touchdown pass to John Davis with 7:29
remaining. The Redskins reached the Buccaneers’ 33
with 1:08 left, but Conway never got a chance to attempt
the winning kick because of a poor snap by Dan Turk,
which allowed Floyd Young to sack the holder, Johnson.
King was 15 of 32 for 157 yards and 1 touchdown, with
1 interception. Johnson was 20 of 32 for 149 yards, with
1 interception. Both defenses were stifling, as Tampa
Bay outgained Washington 186-157.

Washington 0 3 10 0 — 13
Tampa Bay 0 0 7 7 — 14
Wash — FG Conway 28

Wash — Mitchell 100 kickoff return (Conway kick)
Wash — FG Conway 48

TB — Alstott 2 run (Gramatica kick)

TB — Davis 1 pass from King (Gramatica kick)

1998
MINNESOTA 41, ARIZONA 21—Randall Cunningham
passed for 3 touchdowns, and Leroy Hoard scored 3

times, as the Vikings reached the NFC Championship
Game for the first time since 1987. The Vikings con-
sumed nearly half of the first quarter during a 13-play, 80-
yard game-opening drive capped by Hoard’s 1-yard
plunge. After a Cardinals’ punt, the Vikings were set to
score again, but Aeneas Williams intercepted a pass in
the end zone. However, Jake Plummer threw intercep-
tions on consecutive plays, leading to a Vikings’ touch-
down and a field goal. The Vikings led 17-0 before the
Cardinals recorded a first down. The clubs exchanged
touchdowns, with Hoard’s second coming with just 24
seconds left in the half, as Minnesota took a 24-7 lead in-
to the locker room. The Cardinals used the first 7:35 of
the third quarter to drive 80 yards, capped by Mario
Bates’ second touchdown run. However, David Palmer’s
38-yard kickoff return set up Gary Anderson’s 20-yard
field goal and, after Antonio Banks recovered Plummer’s
fumble at the Cardinals’ 10, Cunningham completed a 2-
yard scoring pass to Randy Moss to give Minnesota a
34-14 lead late in the third quarter. Eric Metcalf’s 36-yard
punt return set up Bates’ third touchdown, with 11:45
left, but the Vikings went on a 12-play, 73-yard drive that
consumed more than seven minutes and culminated
with Hoard’s third touchdown with 4:23 left. Cunningham
was 17 of 27 for 236 yards and 3 touchdowns, with 1 in-
terception. Robert Smith had 19 carries for 124 yards.
Arizona 0 7 7 7 — 21
Minnesota 7 17 10 7 — 4
Minn — Hoard 1 run (Anderson kick)
Minn — Glover 15 pass from Cunningham

(Anderson kick)
Minn — FG Anderson 34
Ariz  — Bates 1 run (Jacke kick)
Minn — Hoard 16 pass from Cunningham

(Anderson kick)
Ariz  — Bates 1 run (Jacke kick)
Minn — FG Anderson 20
Minn — Moss 2 pass from Cunningham

(Anderson kick)
Ariz  — Bates 1 run (Jacke kick)
Minn — Hoard 6 run (Anderson kick)

ATLANTA 20, SAN FRANCISCO 18—Jamal Anderson
rushed for 113 yards and 2 touchdowns as the Falcons
won just their third playoff game in club history. Tim
Dwight’s 36-yard punt return midway through the first
quarter set up Anderson’s first touchdown run, and An-
derson carried 4 times for 52 yards on a 7-play, 82-yard
second-quarter drive, capped by a 34-yard scamper, to
give Atlanta a 14-0 lead. The 49ers scored twice in the fi-
nal 1:10 of the half, with Steve Young’s 34-yard pass to
Chuck Levy on third-and-23 setting up Jerry Rice’s
17-yard touchdown catch, and Junior Bryant’s intercep-
tion leading to Wade Richey’s 36-yard field goal as the half
expired. Eugene Robinson stopped a 49ers’ drive late in
the third quarter by intercepting a pass at the Falcons’ 3
and returning it 77 yards, being denied a touchdown by
Terry Kirby’s tackle. Atlanta settled for Morten Andersen’s
29-yard field goal, and Andersen tacked three more points
on the board less than six minutes later following William
White’s interception. The 49ers responded with a 13-play,
87-yard drive, capped by Young’s 8-yard run with 2:57 re-
maining. A high snap on the extra-point attempt prompted
holder Ty Detmer to roll out and throw a 2-point conver-
sion pass to Greg Clark to cut the deficit to 20-18. The
49ers’ onside kick hopped out of bounds, and San Fran-
cisco did not gain possession until getting the ball on their
own 4-yard line with 38 seconds left. The 49ers’ hopes
ended when White intercepted Young at the 49ers’ 35 as
time expired. Chris Chandler was 13 of 19 for 169 yards,
with 1 interception. Young was 23 of 37 for 289 yards and
1 touchdown, with 3 interceptions.

San Francisco 0o 10 0 8 — 18
Atlanta 7 7 3 3 — 20
Atl  — Anderson 2 run (Andersen kick)

Atl — Anderson 34 run (Andersen kick)

SF  — Rice 17 pass from Young (Richey kick)

SF — FG Richey 36

Atl — FG Andersen 29

Atl  — FG Andersen 32

SF — Young 8 run (Clark pass from Detmer)

64




DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS

1997

GREEN BAY 21, TAMPA BAY 7—Dorsey Levens rushed
for 112 yards and 1 touchdown, and the Packers’ special
teams set up two scores and halted three others as Green
Bay advanced to the NFC Championship Game for the
third consecutive season. Bob Kuberski blocked Michael
Husted’s 43-yard field-goal attempt midway through the
first quarter to spark a 67-yard drive, capped by Brett
Favre’s 3-yard touchdown pass to Mark Chmura. Derrick
Mayes’ 14-yard catch on third-and-9 to the Buccaneers’ 3
gave the Packers the impetus to reach the end zone. The
Buccaneers reached the Packers’ 25 early in the second
quarter, but Steve Walsh’s fake field-goal attempt pass on
fourth-and-2 was incomplete. Warren Sapp forced Lev-
ens to fumble and recovered the ball at the Packers’ 30
two plays later, but a third field-goal attempt was aborted
when Dave Moore’s snap sailed past Walsh and was re-
covered by Husted. LeRoy Butler’s 12-yard sack of Trent
Dilfer pinned the Buccaneers back to their own 11, and
Robert Brooks returned the ensuing punt 28 yards to give
the Packers the ball at the Buccaneers’ 29 with 4:07 left in
the half. The Packers had to settle for Ryan Longwell’s 21-
yard field goal with 1:52 left in the half, but Tyrone
Williams’ interception on the next play from scrimmage
set up Longwell’s second field goal and gave Green Bay
a 13-0 lead at halftime. The Packers took the second
half’'s opening kickoff and drove deep into Buccaneers
territory before John Lynch hit Favre’s arm on a pass at-
tempt and Donnie Abraham intercepted the pass at the 6-
yard line. Faced with third-and-11 from their own 5-yard
line, Dilfer threw a 53-yard pass to Reidel Anthony. Dilfer
then completed a 28-yard pass to Moore on third-and-3,
and Mike Alstott scored two plays later to cut the deficit to
13-7. On the last play of the third quarter Favre complet-
ed a 23-yard pass to Mayes on third-and-18, and Levens
scored three plays later. The Buccaneers drove into Pack-
ers territory twice but were stopped on downs, and Mike
Prior’s interception at the Packers’ 34 with 1:49 left iced
the game. Favre was 15 of 28 for 190 yards and 1 touch-
down, with 2 interceptions. Dilfer was 11 of 36 for 200
yards, with 2 interceptions. With the game-time tempera-
ture at 29 degrees, Favre improved his record to 23-0
when the temperature is below 35.

Tampa Bay 0 0 7 0 —
Green Bay 7 6 0 8 — 21
GB — Chmura 3 pass from Favre

(Longwell kick)
GB — FG Longwell 21
GB — FG Longwell 32
TB  — Alstott 6 run (Husted kick)
GB — Levens 2 run (Favre run)

SAN FRANCISCO 38, MINNESOTA 22—Terry Kirby had
25 carries for 120 yards and 2 touchdowns as the 49ers
defeated the Vikings. Mitch Berger’s 12-yard punt to the
Vikings’ 26 enabled William Floyd to score four plays lat-
er to give the 49ers a 7-0 lead. Two plays later, Randall
Cunningham threw a 66-yard touchdown pass to Cris
Carter to tie the game. A 28-yard pass interference penal-
ty on Torrian Gray to the Vikings’ 4 set up Terry Kirby’s 1-
yard run, and Ken Norton’s 23-yard interception return 47
seconds later staked the 49ers to a 21-7 halftime edge.
Gary Anderson’s 34-yard field goal capped the 49ers’ ini-
tial drive of the second half, but the Vikings responded
with Cunningham’s 53-yard pass to Jake Reed setting up
Carter’s 3-yard touchdown grab to pull the Vikings within
24-14. However, Steve Young threw a 15-yard touchdown
pass to Terrell Owens on their next drive, and Kirby
scored two possessions later to give the 49ers a 38-14
lead midway through the fourth quarter. Cunningham
threw a 13-yard touchdown pass to Matthew Hatchette,
and the Vikings drove to the 49ers’ 16 with 2:30 to play,
but Cunningham threw 4 consecutive incompletions to
end the Vikings’ threat. Young was 21 of 30 for 224 yards
and 1 touchdown. Cunningham was 18 of 40 for 331
yards and 3 touchdowns, with 1 interception. The 49ers
had more first downs (30-16) and led in time of posses-
sion (38:04-21:56).
Minnesota 7 0 7 8 — 22
San Francisco 7 14 10 7 — 38
SF — Floyd 1 run (Anderson kick)
Minn — Carter 66 pass from Cunningham

(Murray kick)
SF — Kirby 1 run (Anderson kick)

SF — Norton 23 interception return (Anderson kick)
SF — FG Anderson 34
Minn — Carter 3 pass from Cunningham (Murray kick)
SF — Owens 15 pass from Young

(Anderson kick)
SF  — Kirby 1 run (Anderson kick)

Minn — Hatchette 13 pass from Cunningham
(Walsh pass from Cunningham)

1996

CAROLINA 26, DALLAS 17—The Panthers defense in-
tercepted 3 passes, and John Kasay booted 4 field goals,
as Carolina won its first playoff game in franchise history.
Dallas, which had won the Super Bowl three of the previ-
ous four years, scored on its first possession and went
ahead 3-0 on Chris Boniol’s field goal. However, the scor-
ing drive was costly because Michael Irvin separated his
shoulder making a 23-yard catch and missed the remain-
der of the game. Carolina responded with a 68-yard scor-
ing drive, keyed by two Cowboys’ penalties, and took the
lead on Wesley Walls’ touchdown catch. After forcing a
punt, Collins threw his second touchdown pass, this one
to Willie Green, to put the Panthers ahead 14-3. Dallas put
its best drive of the game together, with Daryl Johnston’s
touchdown catch ending the 15-play, eight-minute, 21
second drive. A bad snap over Rohn Stark’s head and
through the end zone on the following possession pulled
Dallas within three points and gave them momentum.
However, Chad Cota’s interception and 49-yard return set
up Kasay'’s 24-yard field goal three seconds before half-
time giving the Panthers a 17-11 lead. Four second-half
field goals, 2 by each team, gave the Panthers a 23-17
lead. Dallas got the ball back on a Carolina punt, but with
poor field position after Dwight Stone downed it at the 2-
yard line. Just as the Cowboys were mounting a possible
game-winning drive, Pat Terrell intercepted Aikman and
returned the ball 49 yards to set up Kasay'’s final field
goal. Sam Mills’ interception in the final minute iced the
game. Johnson totaled 104 yards, the first 100-yard rush-
ing game by a Cowboys playoff opponent since Eric
Dickerson in 1985.

Dallas 3 8 3 3 — 17
Carolina 7 10 3 6 — 26
Dall — FG Boniol 22

Car — Walls 1 pass from Collins (Kasay kick)

Car — W. Green 10 pass from Collins (Kasay kick)
Dall — Johnston 2 pass from Aikman (pass failed)
Dall — Safety, Carolina bad snap on punt went out

of end zone

Car — FG Kasay 24

Dall — FG Boniol 21

Car — FG Kasay 40

Car — FG Kasay 40

Dall — FG Boniol 21

Car — FG Kasay 32

GREEN BAY 35, SAN FRANCISCO 14—Desmond
Howard had two big punt returns, one for a touchdown
and one to set up another, and Edgar Bennett scored
twice to lead the Packers to victory at muddy Lambeau
Field. Howard’s 71-yard punt return for a touchdown 2:15
into the game to gave the Packers an early lead. A 46-
yard punt return by Howard set up Andre Rison’s touch-
down catch, Bennett completed a short 15-yard drive, set
up by Craig Newsome'’s interception, with a touchdown
to give Green Bay a commanding 21-0 advantage. Two
careless turnovers brought the 49ers back into the game.
Chris Hayes had a 49ers punt bounce off his foot. Curtis
Buckley recovered the ball and Terry Kirby scored 24 sec-
onds before halftime. As Green Bay prepared to receive
the opening kickoff to the second half, Howard still was in
the locker room changing his pants. Andre Rison ran
onto the field as the ball was kicked. Steve Israel beat
Rison to the ball, giving the 49ers possession at the
4-yard line. Elvis Grbac’s 2-yard run cut the deficit to
21-14. The Packers responded with a long drive, but
chaos ensued as they were about to score. Bennett, in his
effort to break the end zone plane with the ball, fumbled
at the goal line, causing a pileup in the end zone. After
sifting through bodies, the officials ruled Antonio Free-
man had recovered the ball for a touchdown. Bennett
scored the game’s final points after Kirby fumbled a punt
return at his own 32-yard line. Brett Favre, tempered by
the poor weather conditions, attempted just 15 passes,

completing 11 for 79 yards. Grbac, who came in during
the first quarter after Steve Young'’s bruised ribs inhibited
his performance, completed 19 of 36 passes for 125
yards, 1 touchdown, and 3 interceptions. The teams com-
bined for just 404 total yards and 6 turnovers.

San Francisco 0 7 7 0o — 14
Green Bay 14 7 7 7 — 35
GB — Howard 71 punt return (Jacke kick)

GB — Rison 4 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

GB — Bennett 2 run (Jacke kick)

SF  — Kirby 8 pass from Grbac (Wilkins kick)

SF — Grbac 2 run (Wilkins kick)

GB — Freeman recovered fumble in end zone
(Jacke kick)

GB — Bennett 11 run (Jacke kick)

1995

DALLAS 30, PHILADELPHIA 11—Emmitt Smith rushed
for 99 yards and 1 touchdown to lead the Cowboys to the
NFC Championship Game for the fourth consecutive
year. Smith’s 1-yard touchdown run 3:42 before halftime
capped a 79-yard drive and helped break open the game
at 17-3. Quarterback Troy Aikman accounted for most of
the yards on the march with a 37-yard completion to wide
receiver Kevin Williams and a 26-yard toss to fullback
Daryl Johnston. A pair of field goals by Chris Boniol ex-
tended Dallas’ lead to 23-3 in the third quarter, and Aik-
man made it 30-3 with a 9-yard touchdown pass to
Michael Irvin with 5:43 left in the game. Aikman finished
with 17 completions in 24 attempts for 253 yards.
Williams caught 6 passes for 124 yards. The Eagles
mounted little opposition after tying the game at 3-3 on
Gary Anderson’s 26-yard field goal on the first play of the
second quarter. Rodney Peete suffered a concussion and
backup Randall Cunningham came on to complete only
11 of 26 passes for 161 yards.

Philadelphia 0 3 0 8 — 11
Dallas 3 14 6 7 — 30
Dall — FG Boniol 24

Phil  — FG Anderson 26

Dall — Sanders 21 run (Boniol kick)

Dall — E. Smith 1 run (Boniol kick)

Dall — FG Boniol 18

Dall — FG Boniol 51

Dall — Irvin 9 pass from Aikman (Boniol kick)
Phil — Cunningham 4 run

(R. Johnson pass from Cunningham)

GREEN BAY 27, SAN FRANCISCO 17—The Packers
jumped to a 21-0 lead and never were seriously threat-
ened as they dethroned the defending Super Bowl cham-
pions. Green Bay dominated the game early, taking the
opening kickoff and maintaining possession for 11 plays
and 7:11 before Chris Jacke’s 44-yard field-goal attempt
was blocked by Tim McDonald. But on the 49ers’ first
play from scrimmage, fullback Adam Walker fumbled be-
cause of a hard hit by linebacker Wayne Simmons, after
catching a pass from Steve Young. Packers cornerback
Craig Newsome picked up the loose ball and returned it
31 yards for a touchdown. After San Francisco failed to
make a first down on its ensuing possession, the Packers
took only 4 plays to drive 62 yards to Brett Favre’s 3-yard
touchdown pass to tight end Keith Jackson. Green
Bay scored again the next time it had the ball, with Favre’s
13-yard touchdown pass to tight end Mark Chmura com-
ing early in the second quarter. By halftime, Favre had
completed 15 of 17 passes for 222 yards. He finished the
game 21 of 28 for 299 yards, and was not intercepted.
Trailing 21-3, the 49ers opened the second half with an
80-yard, 14-play touchdown drive that consumed 7:14,
but Jacke kicked a pair of field goals to keep the game
out of reach. San Francisco quarterback Steve Young
passed for 328 yards and led all rushers with 77 yards,
but was forced to attempt a postseason-record 65 pass-
es and completed only 32. He also was intercepted twice,
lost a fumble, was sacked 3 times, and consistently ha-
rassed by the Packers’ pass rush.

Green Bay 14 7 3 3 — 27
San Francisco 0 3 7 7 — 17
GB — Newsome 31 fumble return (Jacke kick)

GB — Jackson 3 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

GB — Chmura 13 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

SF — FG Wilkins 21

SF — Young 1 run (Wilkins kick)
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GB — FG Jacke 27
GB — FG Jacke 26
SF — Loville 2 run (Wilkins kick)

1994

DALLAS 35, GREEN BAY 9—Troy Aikman passed for
337 yards and 2 touchdowns, including a 94-yard strike
to wide receiver Alvin Harper, to lead the Cowboys to an
easy victory over the Green Bay Packers. The win set
the stage for the third consecutive NFL title game be-
tween Dallas and San Francisco. Aikman, who com-
pleted 23 of 30 passes, spread his passes around to
tight end Jay Novacek and wide receivers Michael Irvin
and Harper, each of whom caught passes for more than
100 yards. Novacek had a club playoff-record 11 re-
ceptions for 104 yards, Irvin caught 6 passes for 111
yards, and Harper had a pair of receptions for 108
yards. His 94-yard touchdown catch gave the Cowboys
a 14-3 lead late in the first quarter. It was the longest
play from scrimmage in NFL postseason history. Dallas
running back Emmitt Smith ran for 44 yards and a
touchdown in the first quarter, but left the game after ag-
gravating a hamstring injury. His backup, Blair Thomas,
ran for 70 yards and 2 touchdowns, including a 1-yard
score to help break open the game at 21-3 midway
through the second quarter.

Green Bay 3 6 0 0o — 9
Dallas 14 14 0 7 — 35
Dall — E. Smith 5 run (Boniol kick)

GB — FG Jacke 50

Dall — Harper 94 pass from Aikman (Boniol kick)
Dall — B. Thomas 1 run (Boniol kick)

GB — Bennett 1 run (pass failed)

Dall — Galbraith 1 pass from Aikman (Boniol kick)
Dall — B. Thomas 2 run (Boniol kick)

SAN FRANCISCO 44, CHICAGO BEARS 15—
William Floyd ran for 3 touchdowns and Steve Young
ran for 1 and passed for 1 as the 49ers tuned up for the
NFC Championship Game by routing the Bears. After
turning over the ball on its first possession and spotting
Chicago an early field goal, San Francisco scored on
six consecutive possessions to turn the game into a
rout. Floyd’s 2-yard run with 3:41 left in the first quarter
gave the 49ers the lead for good, and his 4-yard run
midway through the second quarter increased their ad-
vantage to 20-3. Young, who tossed an 8-yard touch-
down pass to tight end Brent Jones early in the second
quarter, ran 6 yards for a score 1:17 before halftime to
make it 30-3. Floyd’s third touchdown, from 1 yard,
capped a 70-yard drive on San Francisco’s first pos-
session of the second half, and many of the 49ers’
starters, including Young, took the rest of the afternoon
off. The Bears, limited to only 95 total yards behind
starting quarterback Steve Walsh in the first half, turned
to Erik Kramer in the second half. Kramer passed for
161 yards in his two quarters of play and generated 2
touchdowns in the fourth quarter, but they came long
after the game had been decided.

Chi. Bears 3 0 0 12 — 15
San Francisco 7 23 7 7 — 44
Chi — FG Butler 39

SF — Floyd 2 run (Brien kick)

SF — Jones 8 pass from Young (kick failed)

SF — Floyd 4 run (Brien kick)

SF — FG Brien 36

SF — Young 6 run (Brien kick)

SF — Floyd 1 run (Brien kick)

Chi — Flanigan 2 pass from Kramer (pass failed)
SF — Walker 1 run (Brien kick)

Chi — Tillman 1 run (pass failed)

1993

SAN FRANCISCO 44, NEW YORK GIANTS 3—Ricky
Watters scored an NFL playoff-record 5 touchdowns to
key the 49ers’ victory. Watters ran for 118 yards on 24
carries, caught 5 passes for 46 yards, and scored all of
his touchdowns on short runs. No player had scored
more than 3 touchdowns in a postseason game. San
Francisco started the rout early, with quarterback Steve
Young completing all 4 of his passes for 63 yards on an
8-play, 80-yard touchdown drive following the opening
kickoff, a march capped by Watters’ 1-yard run 4:27 into
the game. The Giants failed to make a first down on

their initial possession, and the 49ers’ Dexter Carter re-
turned the ensuing punt 31 yards to set up Mike Cofer’s
29-yard field goal. Safety Tim McDonald intercepted
Phil Simms’ pass on the next play, leading to another
1-yard touchdown run by Watters, and San Francisco
led 16-0 two seconds into the second quarter. It was
23-3 at halftime, and the 49ers never were threatened.
Young completed 17 of 22 passes for 226 yards as San
Francisco amassed 413 total yards to just 194 for the
Giants. New York, which led the NFL by averaging 138
rushing yards per game during the regular season,
managed only 41 yards on the ground. The 49ers’ de-
fense also recorded 4 sacks, including 2 by rookie end
Dana Stubblefield.

N.Y. Giants 0 3 0 0o — 3
San Francisco 9 14 14 7 — 44
SF — Watters 1 run (kick failed)

SF — FG Cofer 29

SF  — Watters 1 run (Cofer kick)
SF — Watters 2 run (Cofer kick)
NYG — FG Treadwell 25

SF  — Watters 6 run (Cofer kick)
SF  — Watters 2 run (Cofer kick)
SF — Logan 2 run (Cofer kick)

DALLAS 27, GREEN BAY 17—Troy Aikman passed for
302 yards and 3 touchdowns, and the Cowboys scored
10 points in a span of 18 seconds shortly before half-
time to break open a close game. Aikman’s 25-yard
touchdown pass to Alvin Harper 5:53 into the second
quarter put Dallas ahead 7-3, a lead the Cowboys
would not relinquish. After Eddie Murray kicked a 41-
yard field goal 23 seconds before halftime to stretch the
advantage to 10-3, Kenneth Gant made the key play of
the game on the ensuing kickoff. Gant knocked the ball
loose from Packers kick returner Corey Harris, and Dal-
las’ Joe Fishback recovered at Green Bay’s 14-yard
line. Aikman completed an 8-yard pass to Michael Irvin,
then teamed with tight end Jay Novacek on a 6-yard
touchdown pass with five seconds left in the first half to
make it 17-3. Aikman’s 19-yard touchdown pass to
Michael Irvin 9:05 into the third quarter put the game out
of reach. Aikman finished with 28 completions in 37 at-
tempts, while Irvin caught 9 passes for 126 yards. Pack-
ers quarterback Brett Favre completed 28 of 45 passes
for 331 yards, but most of it came after the issue was
decided. Running back Edgar Bennett caught 9 pass-
es. Sterling Sharpe had 6 receptions for 128 yards.
Green Bay 3 0 7 7 — 17
Dallas o 17 7 3 — 27
GB — FG Jacke 30

Dall — Harper 25 pass from Aikman (Murray kick)
Dall — FG Murray 41

Dall — Novacek 6 pass from Aikman (Murray kick)
Dall — Irvin 19 pass from Aikman (Murray kick)

GB — Brooks 13 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)
Dall — FG Murray 38
GB — Sharpe 29 pass from Favre (Jacke kick)

1992

SAN FRANCISCO 20, WASHINGTON 13—Steve
Young threw 2 touchdown passes and survived 4
turnovers as the 49ers eliminated the Super Bow! XXVI
champions. Young completed 20 of 30 passes for 227
yards, including scoring strikes of 5 yards to wide re-
ceiver John Taylor and 16 yards to tight end Brent
Jones that helped San Francisco build a 17-3 advan-
tage in the first half. But the 49ers’ quarterback also lost
3 fumbles, the last of which the Redskins converted in-
to a 15-yard drive capped by quarterback Mark Rypi-
en’s 1-yard sneak for a touchdown that trimmed the
margin to 17-13 with 14:36 left in the game. Moments
later, Washington was driving again, and reached San
Francisco’s 23-yard line before Rypien fumbled while
trying to hand off. The 49ers took over and ate up more
than seven minutes on a 59-yard, 14-play drive that cul-
minated in Mike Cofer’s 33-yard field goal with 2:22 re-
maining. Ricky Watters ran for 83 yards and Young
added 73 yards on only 8 carries for San Francisco,
which amassed 401 total yards. The Redskins had 323
total yards, but also were victimized by 4 turnovers.
49ers defensive end Pierce Holt recorded 3 of his
team’s 5 sacks.

Washington 3 0 3 7 — 18
San Francisco 7 10 0 3 — 20
SF — Taylor 5 pass from Young (Cofer kick)
Wash — FG Lohmiller 19

SF — FG Cofer 23

SF — Jones 16 pass from Young (Cofer kick)

Wash — FG Lohmiller 32
Wash — Rypien 1 run (Lohmiller kick)
SF — FG Cofer 33

DALLAS 34, PHILADELPHIA 10—The Cowboys con-
verted a balanced offense and a stingy defense into an
easy victory over the Eagles. Philadelphia took a 3-0
lead on Roger Ruzek’s 32-yard field goal 7:15 into the
game, but Dallas countered with Troy Aikman’s 1-yard
touchdown pass to tight end Derek Tennell for a 7-3 ad-
vantage. Aikman’s second touchdown pass, a 6-yard
toss to tight end Jay Novacek, gave the Cowboys a
14-3 advantage just 47 seconds before intermission.
On the ensuing kickoff, Vai Sikahema fumbled, and Dal-
las converted the turnover into a 20-yard field goal by
Lin Elliott as time ran out in the half. The Cowboys went
on to build a 34-3 advantage in the fourth quarter before
the Eagles got their lone touchdown in the final minute.
Emmitt Smith ran for 114 yards, including a 23-yard
touchdown run, as Dallas amassed 160 rushing yards.
The Cowboys added 185 yards through the air as Aik-
man completed 15 of 25 passes. Philadelphia managed
only 178 total yards. Randall Cunningham completed
17 of 30 passes, but was sacked 5 times and accumu-
lated most of his 160 yards in the final period, long after
the game had been decided.

Philadelphia 3 0 0 7 — 10
Dallas 7 10 10 7 — 34
Phil — FG Ruzek 32

Dall — Tennell 1 pass from Aikman (Elliott kick)

Dall — Novacek 6 pass from Aikman (Elliott kick)
Dall — FG Elliott 20

Dall — E. Smith 23 run (Elliott kick)

Dall — FG Elliott 43

Dall — Gainer 1 run (Elliott kick)

Phil — C. Williams 18 pass from Cunningham

(Ruzek kick)

1991

WASHINGTON 24, ATLANTA 7—The Redskins over-
came poor weather conditions by rushing for 162
yards, while the Falcons succumbed to the wind, rain,
and mud by turning the ball over 6 times. Ricky Ervins
gained 104 yards on 23 carries as Washington held the
ball for more than 36 minutes. In the second quarter,
Ervins capped an 81-yard drive with a 17-yard touch-
down run and, after the Redskins recovered a fumble
on Atlanta’s next possession, Gerald Riggs scored on a
2-yard run. Riggs’ second touchdown run clinched the
victory in the fourth quarter.

Atlanta 0 7 0 0o — 7
Washington 0 14 3 7 — 24
Wash — Ervins 17 run (Lohmiller kick)

Wash — Riggs 2 run (Lohmiller kick)

Atl — T. Johnson 1 run (N. Johnson kick)

Wash — FG Lohmiller 24

Wash — Riggs 1 run (Lohmiller kick)

DETROIT 38, DALLAS 6—Erik Kramer completed 29 of
38 passes for 341 yards and 3 touchdowns as the
ground-oriented Lions took to the air to beat the Cow-
boys. Barry Sanders, the NFL’s second-leading rusher
during the regular season, carried only 12 times for 69
yards, but Detroit still piled up 421 yards of total of-
fense. Two of Kramer’s scoring passes went to Willie
Green, who had 8 catches for 115 yards. Leading 17-6,
Detroit put the game away by scoring 2 touchdowns in
a span of 1:05 during the third quarter.

Dallas 3 3 0 0 — 6
Detroit 7 10 14 7 — 38
Det — Green 31 pass from Kramer (Murray kick)
Dall — FG Willis 28

Det — Jenkins 41 interception return (Murray kick)
Dall — FG Willis 28

Det — FG Murray 36

Det — Green 9 pass from Kramer (Murray kick)
Det — Moore 7 pass from Kramer (Murray kick)

Det — Sanders 47 run (Murray kick)
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1990

SAN FRANCISCO 28, WASHINGTON 10—Joe Mon-
tana passed for 2 touchdowns to lead the 49ers. Wash-
ington took a 10-7 lead on a 36-yard field goal by Chip
Lohmiller with 44 seconds remaining in the first quarter.
Montana then hit Jerry Rice and Mike Sherrard for
touchdowns that gave San Francisco a 21-10 halftime
lead. The Redskins outgained the 49ers 441-338, but
could not score after the first quarter. The only second-
half score came on a club playoff-record 61-yard inter-
ception return by 49ers nose tackle Michael Carter.
Washington 10 0 0 0 — 10
San Francisco 7 14 0 7 — 28
Wash — Monk 31 pass from Rypien (Lohmiller kick)
SF  — Rathman 1 run (Cofer kick)

Wash — FG Lohmiller 44

SF  — Rice 10 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
SF  — Sherrard 8 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
SF — M. Carter 61 interception return (Cofer kick)

NEW YORK GIANTS 31, CHICAGO BEARS 3—Jeff
Hostetler passed for 2 touchdowns and ran for another
to lead the Giants. New York took a 17-3 halftime lead
on Hostetler’s scoring passes to wide receiver Stephen
Baker (21 yards) and tight end Howard Cross (5 yards).
Hostetler added a 3-yard touchdown run in the third
quarter to extend the Giants’ lead to 24-3. Hostetler
completed 10 of 17 passes for 112 yards, and ran for 43
yards on 6 carries. New York rushed for 194 yards while
limiting Chicago to 27 rushing yards.

Chi. Bears 0 3 0 0o — 3
N.Y. Giants 10 7 7 7 — 3
NYG — FG Bahr 46

NYG — Baker 21 pass from Hostetler (Bahr kick)

Chi — FG Butler 33

NYG — Cross 5 pass from Hostetler (Bahr kick)

NYG — Hostetler 3 run (Bahr kick)

NYG — Carthon 1 run (Bahr kick)

1989

SAN FRANCISCO 41, MINNESOTA 13—Joe Montana
fired 4 first-half scoring passes to lead the 49ers. The
Vikings scored first, on a 38-yard field goal by Rich
Karlis, but they were out of the game by halftime after
Montana hit Jerry Rice for a 72-yard touchdown, Brent
Jones and John Taylor for 8-yard scores, and Rice
again for a 13-yard touchdown. Montana completed 17
of 24 passes for 241 yards. Roger Craig ran for 125
yards, and Ronnie Lott returned an interception 58
yards for a touchdown.

Minnesota 3 0 3 7 — 13
San Francisco 7 20 0o 14 — 41
Minn — FG Karlis 38

SF  — J. Rice 72 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
SF — B. Jones 8 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
SF  — Taylor 8 pass from Montana (kick failed)
SF  — J. Rice 13 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
Minn — FG Karlis 44

SF  — Lott 58 interception return (Cofer kick)

SF — Craig 4 run (Cofer kick)
Minn — Fenney 3 run (Karlis kick)

LOS ANGELES RAMS 19, NEW YORK GIANTS 13—
Willie Anderson’s second touchdown catch, a 30-yard
grab 1:06 into overtime, lifted the Rams to victory. An-
derson gave Los Angeles a 7-6 lead on a 20-yard catch
with 17 seconds left in the first half. After New York took
a 13-7 lead, the Rams tied the game on 2 field goals by
Mike Lansford, the last with 3:01 left in regulation. Los
Angeles won the overtime toss, then won the game by
taking the kickoff and driving swiftly down the field to
Anderson’s winning catch.
L.A. Rams 0 7 0 6 6 — 19
N.Y. Giants 6 0 7 0 0
NYG — FG Allegre 35
NYG — FG Allegre 41
Rams — W. Anderson 20 pass from Everett

(Lansford kick)
NYG — O. Anderson 2 run (Allegre kick)
Rams — FG Lansford 31
Rams — FG Lansford 22
Rams — W. Anderson 30 pass from Everett

(no kick)

1988

CHICAGO BEARS 20, PHILADELPHIA 12—The
Bears stiffened when it counted to defeat the Eagles.
Chicago built a 17-9 halftime lead on Mike Tomczak’s
64-yard scoring pass to Dennis McKinnon, Neal Ander-
son’s 4-yard touchdown run, and Kevin Butler’s 46-yard
field goal. Each team mustered just a field goal in a fog-
enshrouded second half. The Eagles’ Randall Cunning-
ham was 27 of 54 for 407 yards. He led the Eagles in-
side the Bears’ 25 nine times, and inside the Bears’ 11
five times, but could not produce a touchdown.

Philadelphia 3 6 3 0o — 12
Chi. Bears 7 10 0 3 — 20
Chi — McKinnon 64 pass from Tomczak
(Butler kick)
Phil  — FG Zendejas 42
Phil — FG Zendejas 29
Chi  — Anderson 4 run (Butler kick)
Chi — FG Butler 46
Phil — FG Zendejas 30
Phil  — FG Zendejas 35
Chi — FG Butler 27

SAN FRANCISCO 34, MINNESOTA 9—Joe Montana
and Jerry Rice collaborated on 3 touchdown passes as
the 49ers avenged their 1987 playoff loss to the Vikings.
The Montana-Rice connections gave San Francisco a
21-3 halftime lead. After Minnesota closed to 21-9, the
49ers pulled away on touchdown runs of 4 and 80 yards
(the latter the longest run in NFL postseason history) by
Roger Craig, who ran for 135 yards on 21 carries. The
49ers’ defense was led by safety Ronnie Lott, who in-
tercepted 2 passes.

Minnesota 3 0 6 0o — 9
San Francisco 7 14 0 13 — 34
Minn — FG C. Nelson 47

SF  — J. Rice 2 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
SF — J. Rice 4 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)
SF  — J. Rice 11 pass from Montana (Cofer kick)

Minn — H. Jones 5 pass from W. Wilson (kick failed)
SF — Craig 4 run (Cofer kick)
SF — Craig 80 run (kick failed)

1987

MINNESOTA 36, SAN FRANCISCO 24—Anthony
Carter set an NFL postseason record with 227 receiving
yards to lead the Vikings over the 49ers. Carter’s 10 re-
ceptions helped Minnesota’s offense produce 29 points
on 2 touchdown passes by Wade Wilson and 5 field
goals by Chuck Nelson. The Vikings’' defense did its
part, recording 4 sacks and 2 interceptions, including 1
that Reggie Rutland returned 45 yards for a touchdown.
Wilson was 20 of 34 for 298 yards.

Minnesota 3 17 10 6 — 36
San Francisco 3 0 14 7 — 24
Minn — FG C. Nelson 21
SF — FG Wersching 43

Minn — Hilton 7 pass from W. Wilson (C. Nelson kick)
Minn — FG C. Nelson 23
Minn — Rutland 45 interception return (C. Nelson kick)
SF  — Fuller 48 interception return (Wersching kick)
Minn — H. Jones 5 pass from W. Wilson

(C. Nelson kick)
SF — Young 5 run (Wersching kick)
Minn — FG C. Nelson 40
Minn — FG C. Nelson 46
SF  — Frank 16 pass from Young (Wersching kick)
Minn — FG C. Nelson 23

WASHINGTON 21, CHICAGO BEARS 17—The Red-
skins rallied from a 14-0 deficit to defeat the Bears.
Chicago built a 14-0 second-quarter lead on Calvin
Thomas’ 2-yard run and Jim McMahon’s 14-yard pass
to Ron Morris. But Washington pulled even at halftime
on George Rogers’ 3-yard run and Doug Williams’ 18-
yard pass to Clint Didier. Darrell Green gave the Red-
skins their first lead early in the third quarter when he re-
turned a punt 52 yards for a touchdown.

Washington 0 14 7 0o — 21
Chi. Bears 7 7 3 0o — 17
Chi  — Thomas 2 run (Butler kick)

Chi  — Morris 14 pass from McMahon (Butler kick)

Wash — Rogers 3 run (Haji-Sheikh kick)

Wash — Didier 18 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh kick)
Wash — Green 52 punt return (Haji-Sheikh kick)
Chi — FG Butler 25

1986

WASHINGTON 27, CHICAGO BEARS 13—The Red-
skins outscored the Bears 20-0 in the second half to de-
feat Chicago. Jay Schroeder and Art Monk connected
on 2 scoring passes, with the second one giving Wash-
ington a 14-13 lead midway through the third period.
The Redskins pulled away in the fourth quarter on a 1-
yard touchdown run by George Rogers and 2 field
goals by Jess Atkinson. Washington’s defense played a
key role, intercepting 2 passes and recovering 2 fum-
bles.

Washington 7 0 7 13 — 27
Chi. Bears 0o 13 0 0o — 13
Wash — Monk 28 pass from Schroeder (Atkinson kick)

Chi  — Gault 50 pass from Flutie (Butler kick)
Chi — FG Butler 23
Chi  — FG Butler 41

Wash — Monk 23 pass from Schroeder (Atkinson kick)
Wash — Rogers 1 run (Atkinson kick)

Wash — FG Atkinson 35

Wash — FG Atkinson 25

NEW YORK GIANTS 49, SAN FRANCISCO 3—The
Giants dominated the 49ers en route to an easy victory.
New York compiled 366 yards and 21 first downs while
limiting San Francisco to 184 and 9, respectively. Phil
Simms set a club playoff record with 4 scoring passes,
including a 15-yard toss to Bobby Johnson 50 seconds
before halftime. Twenty-two seconds later, Lawrence
Taylor returned an interception 34 yards for a score that
gave New York a 28-3 halftime lead. Joe Morris ran for
159 yards and 2 scores for the Giants.

San Francisco 3 0 0 0o — 3
N.Y. Giants 7 21 21 0 — 49
NYG — Bavaro 24 pass from Simms (Allegre kick)

SF  — FG Wersching 26

NYG — Morris 45 run (Allegre kick)

NYG — Johnson 15 pass from Simms (Allegre kick)
NYG — Taylor 34 interception return (Allegre kick)
NYG — McConkey 28 pass from Simms (Allegre kick)
NYG — Mowatt 29 pass from Simms (Allegre kick)
NYG — Morris 2 run (Allegre kick)

1985

LOS ANGELES RAMS 20, DALLAS 0—Eric Dickerson
ran wild to lead the Rams over the Cowboys. Dickerson
set an NFL playoff record with 248 rushing yards on 34
carries. He scored both Los Angeles touchdowns,
blowing open a close game with second-half scoring
runs of 55 and 40 yards. The Rams’ defense was almost
as spectacular, limiting Dallas to 243 total yards.
Dallas 0 0 0 0o — O
L.A. Rams 3 0o 10 7 — 20
Rams — FG Lansford 33

Rams — Dickerson 55 run (Lansford kick)

Rams — FG Lansford 34

Rams — Dickerson 40 run (Lansford kick)

CHICAGO BEARS 21, NEW YORK GIANTS 0—The
Bears’ defense stuffed the Giants in 14-degree weather.
The game’s first score came when the Giants’ Sean
Landeta whiffed on a punt attempt into swirling winds.
The Bears’ Shaun Gayle picked the ball out of the air
and returned it 5 yards for a touchdown. In the second
half, Jim McMahon hit Dennis McKinnon for 23- and 20-
yard scores to put the game out of reach. The Giants
were completely shut down by Chicago’s defense, led
by Richard Dent, who had 3/ sacks.

N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 0o — ©0
Chi. Bears 7 0 14 0o — 21
Chi — Gayle 5 punt return (Butler kick)

Chi  — McKinnon 23 pass from McMahon
(Butler kick)
Chi — McKinnon 20 pass from McMahon

(Butler kick)

1984

SAN FRANCISCO 21, NEW YORK GIANTS 10—Joe
Montana fired 3 first-half touchdown passes to lead the
49ers. Montana hit Dwight Clark (21 yards) and Russ
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Francis (9 yards) for a 14-0 lead. New York closed to
14-10 on a field goal and Harry Carson’s 14-yard inter-
ception return. But Montana answered Carson’s score
with a 72-yard drive that culminated in a 29-yard scor-
ing strike to Freddie Solomon. The 49ers’ defense shut
out the Giants in the second half, with help from 3
missed field-goal attempts by New York.

N.Y. Giants 0 10 0 0o — 10
San Francisco 14 7 0 0o — 21
SF  — Clark 21 pass from Montana (Wersching kick)
SF — Francis 9 pass from Montana (Wersching kick)

NYG — FG Haji-Sheikh 46

NYG — Carson 14 interception return
(Haji-Sheikh kick)

SF — Solomon 29 pass from Montana
(Wersching kick)

CHICAGO BEARS 23, WASHINGTON 19—The Bears
used a big-play offense and a steady defense to defeat
the Redskins. Chicago took a 10-3 halftime lead on a
19-yard pass from running back Walter Payton to tight
end Pat Dunsmore. Chicago increased its lead early in
the third quarter on a 75-yard scoring pass from Steve
Fuller to Willie Gault. After the Redskins scored on a
1-yard run by John Riggins, Fuller hit Dennis McKinnon
for a 16-yard touchdown and a 23-10 lead. After that,
the Redskins could do no better than make it close.
Chi. Bears 0o 10 13 0 — 23
Washington 3 0 14 2 — 19
Wash — FG Moseley 25
Chi — FG B. Thomas 34
Chi — Dunsmore 19 pass from Payton

(B. Thomas kick)
Chi  — Gault 75 pass from Fuller (kick failed)
Wash — Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)
Chi — McKinnon 16 pass from Fuller

(B. Thomas kick)
Wash — Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)
Wash — Safety, Finzer stepped out of end zone

1983

SAN FRANCISCO 24, DETROIT 23—Joe Montana’s

heroics and a missed field-goal attempt keyed the

49ers’ victory. Detroit rallied from a 17-9 deficit to take

a 23-17 fourth-quarter lead on 2 scoring runs by Billy

Sims. Montana responded by leading San Francisco

70 yards to the winning score on his 14-yard pass to

Freddie Solomon. After the kickoff, Detroit's Gary

Danielson hit on 4 passes to set up a field-goal at-

tempt. But Eddie Murray, who earlier had set a playoff

record with a 54-yard field goal, was wide right from 43

yards with five seconds left.

Detroit 3 6 0 14

San Francisco 7 7 3 7

Det — FG Murray 37

SF — Craig 1 run (Wersching kick)

SF — Tyler 2 run (Wersching kick)

Det — FG Murray 21

Det — FG Murray 54

SF — FG Wersching 19

Det — Sims 11 run (Murray kick)

Det — Sims 3 run (Murray kick)

SF  — Solomon 14 pass from Montana
(Wersching kick)

— 23
— 24

WASHINGTON 51, LOS ANGELES RAMS 7—The
Redskins exploded for 38 first-half points to set an NFL
playoff record and bury the Rams. John Riggins, who
finished with 119 yards on 25 carries, led the charge
with 3 touchdown runs, the last of which gave Wash-
ington a 38-7 halftime lead. Joe Theismann completed
18 of 23 passes for 302 yards, including touchdown
passes of 40 and 21 yards to Art Monk. Charlie Brown
led the Redskins with 6 catches for 171 yards.
L.A. Rams 0 7 0 0o — 7
Washington 17 21 6 7 — 51
Wash — Riggins 3 run (Moseley kick)
Wash — Monk 40 pass from Theismann

(Moseley kick)
Wash — FG Moseley 42
Wash — Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)
Rams — Dennard 32 pass from Ferragamo

(Lansford kick)
Wash — Monk 21 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

Wash — Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick)

Wash — FG Moseley 36

Wash — FG Moseley 41

Wash — Green 72 interception return (Moseley kick)

1982

WASHINGTON 21, MINNESOTA 7—John Riggins
rushed 37 times for a club playoff record 185 yards to
lead the Redskins. Washington controlled the ball for
nearly 12 minutes in the first quarter, driving 66 and 71
yards for touchdowns and a 14-0 lead. After Minnesota
scored to make it 14-7, Joe Theismann answered with
his second touchdown pass of the day to make it 21-7
at halftime. Behind Riggins, the Redskins played keep-
away in the second half.

Minnesota 0 7 0 0o — 7
Washington 14 7 0 0o — 21
Wash — Warren 3 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)
Wash — Riggins 2 run (Moseley kick)

Minn — T. Brown 18 run (Danmeier kick)

Wash — Garrett 18 pass from Theismann (Moseley kick)

DALLAS 37, GREEN BAY 26—Dennis Thurman’s 3 in-
terceptions keyed the Cowboys’ victory. Thurman re-
turned 1 of his thefts 39 yards for a score that gave Dal-
las a 20-7 halftime lead. His third interception sealed the
victory in the fourth quarter. Green Bay’s Lynn Dickey
passed for 332 yards. His favorite receiver was James
Lofton, who had 5 receptions for 109 yards and a 71-
yard touchdown run. The Cowboys’ offense was led by
Tony Dorsett, who ran for 99 yards, and Tony Hill, who
caught 7 passes for 142 yards.

Green Bay 0 7 6 13 — 26
Dallas 6 14 3 14 — 37
Dall — FG Septien 50

Dall — FG Septien 34

GB — Lofton 6 pass from Dickey (Stenerud kick)
Dall — Newsome 2 run (Septien kick)

Dall — Thurman 39 interception return (Septien kick)
GB — FG Stenerud 30

GB — FG Stenerud 33

Dall — FG Septien 24

GB — Lofton 71 run (kick failed)

Dall — Cosbie 7 pass from D. White (Septien kick)
GB — Lee 22 interception return (Stenerud kick)
Dall — Newhouse 1 run (Septien kick)

1981

DALLAS 38, TAMPA BAY 0—The Cowboys’ defense
pressured the Buccaneers into 4 sacks and 4 intercep-
tions in a convincing Dallas victory. After a scoreless
first quarter, Dallas’ offense got moving with a 10-point
second quarter. Then the Cowboys took the second-
half kickoff and drove 80 yards to take a 17-0 lead. In-
terceptions set up 2 more Dallas touchdowns that put
the game away late in the third quarter.

Tampa Bay 0 0 0 0O — 0
Dallas o 10 21 7 — 38
Dall — Hill 9 pass from White (Septien kick)

Dall — FG Septien 32

Dall — Springs 1 run (Septien kick)

Dall — Dorsett 5 run (Septien kick)

Dall — J. Jones 5 run (Septien kick)

Dall — Newsome 1 run (Septien kick)

SAN FRANCISCO 38, NEW YORK GIANTS 24—Joe
Montana passed for 304 yards to lead the 49ers over
the Giants. Montana passed for 2 touchdowns to help
San Francisco take a 24-10 halftime lead. After the Gi-
ants closed to 24-17, the 49ers embarked on a long
drive, capped by Bill Ring’s 3-yard scoring run. Ronnie
Lott then intercepted his second pass of the game and
returned it 20 yards for the 49ers’ clinching score. Fred-
die Solomon caught 6 passes for 107 yards and a
score, and Dwight Clark had 5 for 104 for the 49ers.

N.Y. Giants 7 3 7 7 — 24
San Francisco 7 17 0 14 — 38
SF  — Young 8 pass from Montana (Wersching kick)
NYG — Gray 72 pass from Brunner (Danelo kick)
SF — FG Wersching 22
SF  — Solomon 58 pass from Montana

(Wersching kick)
SF  — Patton 25 run (Wersching kick)

NYG — FG Danelo 48

NYG — Perkins 59 pass from Brunner (Danelo kick)

SF  — Ring 3 run (Wersching kick)

SF  — Lott 20 interception return (Wersching kick)
NYG — Perkins 17 pass from Brunner (Danelo kick)
1980

PHILADELPHIA 31, MINNESOTA 16—The Eagles ral-
lied from a 14-0 deficit to defeat the Vikings. Philadel-
phia claimed its first lead at 21-16 midway through the
third quarter. Then the Vikings fell apart. After losing just
3 fumbles all season, Minnesota lost 3 during the final 22
minutes. Moreover, the Vikings’ Tommy Kramer also
threw 5 interceptions to give Minnesota 8 turnovers in
the final quarter and a half. The Eagles took advantage,
scoring 10 fourth-quarter points to pull away.
Minnesota 7 7 2 0 — 16
Philadelphia 0 7 14 10 — 31
Minn — S. White 30 pass from Kramer (Danmeier kick)
Minn — Brown 1 run (Danmeier kick)

Phil — Carmichael 9 pass from Jaworski
(Franklin kick)
Phil  — Montgomery 8 run (Franklin kick)

Minn — Safety, Martin and Blair tackled Jaworski in
end zone

Phil  — Montgomery 5 run (Franklin kick)
Phil — FG Franklin 33
Phil — Harrington 2 run (Franklin kick)

DALLAS 30, ATLANTA 27—Danny White evoked
memories of Roger Staubach by rallying the Cowboys
over the Falcons. Trailing 27-17, White drove the Cow-
boys 62 yards, capped by his 14-yard touchdown pass
to Drew Pearson with 3:04 remaining to pull Dallas with-
in 27-24. After a Falcons’ punt, White drove the Cow-
boys 70 yards, finding Pearson again, this time for 23
yards and the winning score in the final minute. White,
who was 8 of 11 on the final two drives, completed 25
of 39 passes for 322 yards and 3 scores.

Dallas 3 7 0 20 — 30
Atlanta 10 7 7 3 — 27
Atl  — FG Mazzetti 38

Atl  — Jenkins 60 pass from Bartkowski

(Mazzetti kick)

Dall — FG Septien 38

Dall — DuPree 5 pass from D. White (Septien kick)

Atl  — Cain 1 run (Mazzetti kick)

Atl  — Andrews 12 pass from Bartkowski
(Mazzetti kick)

Dall — Newhouse 1 run (Septien kick)

Atl  — FG Mazzetti 34

Dall — D. Pearson 14 pass from D. White

(Septien kick)
Dall — D. Pearson 23 pass from D. White (kick failed)
1979

TAMPA BAY 24, PHILADELPHIA 17—The Buccaneers
made their first playoff game a success behind the run-
ning of Ricky Bell and a stingy defense. Bell rushed for
142 yards on 38 carries, including 2 touchdowns that
propelled Tampa Bay to a 17-0 first-half lead. After
Philadelphia narrowed it to 17-10, Doug Williams
passed to Jimmie Giles for a 9-yard touchdown to make
it 24-10. The Eagles scored a late touchdown to make it
close, but on the day managed only 227 total yards, in-
cluding just 43 in the first half.

Philadelphia 0 7 3 7 — 17
Tampa Bay 7 10 0 7 — 24
TB  — Bell 4 run (O’'Donoghue kick)

TB — FG O’Donoghue 40

TB  — Bell 1 run (O’'Donoghue kick)

Phil — Smith 11 pass from Jaworski (Franklin kick)

Phil — FG Franklin 42
TB  — Giles 9 pass from Williams (O’Donoghue kick)
Phil — Carmichael 37 pass from Jaworski

(Franklin kick)

LOS ANGELES RAMS 21, DALLAS 19—Billy Waddy
turned a tipped pass into a 50-yard touchdown with
2:06 remaining to lift the Rams over the Cowboys. Wad-
dy’s reception was the second big one by a Rams’ re-
ceiver. Ron Smith had given Los Angeles a 14-5 lead
with an acrobatic 43-yard scoring catch just before half-
time. Dallas rallied to take a 19-14 lead, but the Rams
forced the Cowboys to punt late in the game. On the

68




DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS

next play, Vince Ferragamo threw a pass over the mid-
dle that was tipped by the Cowboys’ Mike Hegman but
still caught by Waddy.

L.A. Rams 0 14 0 7 — 21

Dallas 2 3 7 7 — 19

Dall — Safety, R. White tackled Ferragamo in end
zone

LA — Tyler 32 pass from Ferragamo (Corral kick)

Dall — FG Septien 33

LA — R. Smith 43 pass from Ferragamo (Corral kick)

Dall — Springs 1 run (Septien kick)

Dall — Saldi 2 pass from Staubach (Septien kick)
LA — Waddy 50 pass from Ferragamo (Corral kick)

1978

DALLAS 27, ATLANTA 20—Backup quarterback Dan-
ny White rallied the Cowboys over the Falcons. White
relieved starter Roger Staubach in the second half after
Staubach suffered a concussion. Trailing 20-13, White
led the Cowboys on a 54-yard drive, tying the game on
a 2-yard scoring pass to Jackie Smith. The winning
touchdown came on Scott Laidlaw’s 1-yard run in the
fourth quarter. Dallas finished with 369 total yards, 242
in the second half, while limiting Atlanta to 216 total
yards, including just 85 in the second half.

Atlanta 7 13 0 0 — 20
Dallas 10 3 7 7 — 27
Dall — FG Septien 34
Atl  — Bean 14 run (Mazzetti kick)
Dall — Laidlaw 13 run (Septien kick)
Atl  — FG Mazzetti 42
Dall — FG Septien 48
Atl  — Francis 17 pass from Bartkowski
(Mazzetti kick)
Atl  — FG Mazzetti 22
Dall — Smith 2 pass from D. White (Septien kick)

Dall — Laidlaw 1 run (Septien kick)

LOS ANGELES RAMS 34, MINNESOTA 10—The
Rams outscored the Vikings 24-0 in the second half to
break a four-game playoff losing streak against Min-
nesota. The Rams were tied 10-10 at halftime thanks to
safety Bill Simpson, who intercepted 2 passes deep in
Rams territory. Los Angeles took the lead midway
through the third quarter on Cullen Bryant’s 3-yard
scoring run, followed by Pat Haden’s second touch-
down pass of the day, a 27-yard hookup with Ron
Jessie. The Rams’ defense limited the Vikings to 58
second-half yards.

Minnesota 3 7 0 0 — 10
L.A. Rams o 10 14 10 — 34
Minn — FG Danmeier 42

LA — Miller 9 pass from Haden (Corral kick)

LA — FGCorral 43

Minn — Rashad 1 pass from Tarkenton
(Danmeier kick)

LA — Bryant 3 run (Corral kick)

LA — Jessie 27 pass from Haden (Corral kick)
LA — FG Corral 28

LA — Jodat 3 run (Corral kick)

1977

DALLAS 37, CHICAGO BEARS 7—The Cowboys
used a methodical offense and a dominating defense to
defeat the Bears. Dallas amassed 375 total yards, 279
of them in the first half when the Cowboys built a 17-0
lead. Tony Dorsett ran for 2 second-half touchdowns to
help Dallas take a 37-0 lead. The Cowboys rushed for
233 yards, led by Dorsett with 85 and Robert Newhouse
with 80. Charlie Waters’ 3 interceptions led the Dallas
defense, which limited Chicago to 224 total yards.

Chi. Bears 0 0 0 7 — 7
Dallas 7 10 17 3 — 37
Dall — Dennison 2 run (Herrera kick)

Dall — DuPree 28 pass from Staubach (Herrera kick)
Dall — FG Herrera 21

Dall — Dorsett 23 run (Herrera kick)

Dall — FG Herrera 31

Dall — Dorsett 7 run (Herrera kick)

Dall — FG Herrera 27

Chi  — Schubert 34 pass from Avellini (Thomas kick)

MINNESOTA 14, LOS ANGELES RAMS 7—Chuck
Foreman ran for 101 yards to lead the Vikings. After los-

ing three playoff games in frigid Minnesota, the Rams
thought a home game would provide them with good
weather. But the game was played in a torrential down-
pour that turned the field into a quagmire. After stop-
ping the Rams’ opening drive on downs, the Vikings
drove 70 yards for a touchdown on Foreman’s 5-yard
run. Sammy Johnson provided the winning score with
a 1-yard run early in the fourth quarter.

Minnesota 7 0 0 7 — 14
L.A. Rams 0 0 0 7 — 7
Minn — Foreman 5 run (Cox kick)

Minn — S. Johnson 1 run (Cox kick)

LA — H. Jackson 1 pass from Haden (Septien kick)

1976

MINNESOTA 35, WASHINGTON 20—Chuck Foreman
and Brent McClanahan each ran for more than 100
yards to lead the Vikings. McClanahan, who gained 101
yards, set the tone by racing 41 yards on the game’s
first play. Foreman gained 105 yards, scoring on runs of
2 and 30 yards. Fran Tarkenton passed for 3 touch-
downs, including 2 to Sammy White. Tarkenton’s sec-
ond scoring pass to White gave Minnesota a com-
manding 35-6 lead.

Washington 3 0 3 14 — 20
Minnesota 14 7 14 0 — 35
Minn — Voigt 18 pass from Tarkenton (Cox kick)
Wash — FG Moseley 47

Minn — S. White 27 pass from Tarkenton (Cox kick)
Minn — Foreman 2 run (Cox kick)

Minn — Foreman 30 run (Cox kick)

Wash — FG Moseley 35

Minn — S. White 9 pass from Tarkenton (Cox kick)
Wash — Grant 12 pass from Kilmer (Moseley kick)
Wash — Jefferson 3 pass from Kilmer (Moseley kick)

LOS ANGELES RAMS 14, DALLAS 12—The Rams
won thanks to two defensive stands in the final five min-
utes. Leading 14-10, Los Angeles stopped Dallas on
downs at the Rams’ 32 with three minutes left. But the
Cowboys blocked a punt and took over at the Rams’
17 with 1:59 left. Roger Staubach’s first-down pass to
Butch Johnson was ruled incomplete when Johnson
could only get one foot down in the end zone. Two in-
completions followed, and Staubach’s fourth-down
pass to Billy Joe DuPree was short of the first down.
The Rams took an intentional safety as time expired.

L.A. Rams 0 7 0 7 — 14
Dallas 3 7 0 2 — 12
Dall — FG Herrera 44

LA — Haden 4 run (Dempsey kick)

Dall — Laidlaw 1 run (Herrera kick)

LA — McCutcheon 1 run (Dempsey kick)

Dall — Safety, Jensen tackled R. Jackson in end zone

1975

LOS ANGELES RAMS 35, ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
23—Lawrence McCutcheon ran for 202 yards to lead
the Rams. Los Angeles built a 21-0 lead with a 79-yard
touchdown drive, and interception returns for touch-
downs by Jack Youngblood and Bill Simpson. St. Louis
scored to make it 21-6, but Ron Jaworski answered
with a 66-yard scoring pass to Harold Jackson. After
the Cardinals closed to 28-16, Simpson intercepted an-
other pass to set up the Rams’ final score. The Rams
had 237 rushing yards.

St.L. Cardinals 0 9 7 7 — 23

L.A. Rams 14 14 0 7 — 35

LA — Jaworski 5 run (Dempsey kick)

LA — Jack Youngblood 47 interception return
(Dempsey kick)

LA — Simpson 65 interception return

(Dempsey kick)

StL — Otis 2 run (kick failed)

LA — H. Jackson 66 pass from Jaworski
(Dempsey kick)

StL  — FG Bakken 29

StL — M. Gray 11 pass from Hart (Bakken kick)

LA — Jessie 2 fumble recovery return
(Dempsey kick)

St — Jones 3 run (Bakken kick)

DALLAS 17, MINNESOTA 14—Roger Staubach’s “Hail
Mary” pass to Drew Pearson lifted the Cowboys over

the Vikings. Fred McNeill recovered a muffed punt at
the Cowboys’ 4 to set up Chuck Foreman’s 1-yard
touchdown run in the second quarter. After Dallas took
a 10-7 lead, the Vikings responded with a 70-yard drive,
capped by Brent McClanahan’s 1-yard run with 5:24
left. Trailing 14-10, Staubach moved the Cowboys 85
yards in the final two minutes, covering the last 50 yards
on a pass to Pearson with 24 seconds left.
Dallas 0 0 7 10 — 17
Minnesota 0 7 0 7 — 14
Minn — Foreman 1 run (Cox kick)
Dall — Dennison 4 run (Fritsch kick)
Dall — FG Fritsch 24
Minn — McClanahan 1 run (Cox kick)
Dall — D. Pearson 50 pass from Staubach

(Fritsch kick)

1974

MINNESOTA 30, ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 14—The
Vikings utilized turnovers to break a 7-7 halftime tie and
defeat the Cardinals. Jeff Wright intercepted a pass to
set up Fred Cox’s tie-breaking field goal, and one
minute later, Nate Wright returned a fumble 20 yards for
atouchdown and a 17-7 lead. Fran Tarkenton’s second
touchdown pass to John Gilliam made it 23-7, and
Chuck Foreman capped the Vikings’ scoring with a 4-
yard run. Foreman finished with 114 rushing yards.
St.L. Cardinals 0 7 0 7 — 14
Minnesota 0 7 16 7 — 30
StL  — Thomas 13 pass from Hart (Bakken kick)
Minn — Gilliam 16 pass from Tarkenton (Cox kick)
Minn — FG Cox 37

Minn — N. Wright 20 fumble recovery return (Cox kick)
Minn — Gilliam 38 pass from Tarkenton (kick failed)
Minn — Foreman 4 run (Cox kick)

StL — Metcalf 11 run (Bakken kick)

LOS ANGELES RAMS 19, WASHINGTON 10—Big
plays by their defense and special teams rallied the
Rams over the Redskins. Trailing 10-7, the Rams’ de-
fense recovered a fumble to set up David Ray’s tying
field goal. On the ensuing kickoff, the Rams’ special
teams recovered a fumble, and Ray kicked another field
goal for a 13-10 lead. The Redskins were driving for a
possible tying field goal or winning touchdown, but
Merlin Olsen pressured Sonny Jurgensen into a bad
throw that Isiah Robertson returned 59 yards for a
score.

Washington 3 7 0 0o — 10
L.A. Rams 7 0 3 9 — 19
LA — Klein 10 pass from Harris (Ray kick)

Wash — FG Bragg 35

Wash — Denson 1 run (Bragg kick)

LA — FGRay 37

LA — FGRay26

LA — Robertson 59 interception return (pass failed)
1973

MINNESOTA 27, WASHINGTON 20—Fran Tarkenton
led the Vikings to 24 second-half points in Minnesota’s
victory. After a sloppy first half, the Vikings took the sec-
ond-half kickoff and drove 79 yards for a touchdown
and a 10-7 lead. Washington reclaimed the lead at
13-10, but Tarkenton and John Gilliam twice hooked up
for touchdown passes to give the Vikings a 24-13 lead.
After a Redskins’ touchdown, Fred Cox kicked a 30-
yard field goal to conclude the scoring.
Washington 0 7 3 10
Minnesota 0 3 7 17
Minn — FG Cox 19

Wash — L. Brown 3 run (Knight kick)

Minn — B. Brown 2 run (Cox kick)

Wash — FG Knight 52

Wash — FG Knight 42

Minn — Gilliam 28 pass from Tarkenton (Cox kick)
Minn — Gilliam 8 pass from Tarkenton (Cox kick)
Wash — Jefferson 28 pass from Kilmer (Knight kick)
Minn — FG Cox 30

— 20
— 27

DALLAS 27, LOS ANGELES RAMS 16—The Cowboys
used two scoring spurts to defeat the Rams. Dallas built
a 17-0 lead thanks in part to an interception by Lee Roy
Jordan and a fumble recovery by Mel Renfro. The Rams
rallied, scoring 10 fourth-quarter points to pull close at
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17-16. But Dallas answered with an 83-yard touchdown
pass from Roger Staubach to Drew Pearson and a 12-
yard field goal by Toni Fritsch.

L.A. Rams 0 6 0 10 — 16
Dallas 14 3 0o 10 — 27
Dall — Hill 3 run (Fritsch kick)

Dall — Pearson 4 pass from Staubach (Fritsch kick)
Dall — FG Fritsch 39

LA —FGRay33

LA —FGRay37

LA — FG Ray 40

LA — Baker 5 run (Ray kick)

Dall — Pearson 83 pass from Staubach (Fritsch kick)
Dall — FG Fritsch 12

1972

DALLAS 30, SAN FRANCISCO 28—Roger Staubach
led one of the greatest comebacks ever to propel the
Cowboys over the 49ers. San Francisco led 28-13 when
Staubach came off the bench late in the third quarter.
With 10 minutes left, Staubach drove Dallas to a field
goal. With two minutes left, he drove the Cowboys 55
yards, the last 20 on his scoring pass to Billy Parks. Dal-
las recovered the onside kick, and Staubach drove the
Cowboys 50 yards, hitting Ron Sellers for the winning
10-yard score with 52 seconds remaining.

Dallas 3 10 0o 17 — 30
San Francisco 7 14 7 0 — 28
SF — V. Washington 97 kickoff return (Gossett kick)
Dall — FG Fritsch 37

SF  — Schreiber 1 run (Gossett kick)

SF — Schreiber 1 run (Gossett kick)

— FG Fritsch 45

— Alworth 28 pass from Morton (Fritsch kick)
SF — Schreiber 1 run (Gossett kick)

Dall — FG Fritsch 27
Dall — Parks 20 pass from Staubach (Fritsch kick)
Dall — Sellers 10 pass from Staubach (Fritsch kick)

WASHINGTON 16, GREEN BAY 3—Larry Brown’s run-
ning and a unique defensive alignment led the Red-
skins over the Packers. Brown, who had missed the fi-
nal two regular-season games, ran for 101 yards on 25
carries. Brown’s counterpart on Green Bay, 1,000-yard
rusher John Brockington, was held to 9 yards on 13 car-
ries by the Redskins’ five-man front. Washington built a
10-3 halftime lead, then used Brown’s running and Mike
Bragg'’s punting to control the game.

Green Bay 0 3 0 0o — 3
Washington o 10 0 6 — 16
GB — FG Marcol 17

Wash — Jefferson 32 pass from Kilmer (Knight kick)
Wash — FG Knight 42

Wash — FG Knight 35

Wash — FG Knight 46

1971

DALLAS 20, MINNESOTA 12—The Cowboys forced 5
turnovers to defeat the Vikings. Jethro Pugh set up a
Dallas field goal by recovering a fumble, and Chuck
Howley’s interception led to a second kick and a 6-3
halftime lead. Cliff Harris’ interception set up the game’s
first touchdown, a 13-yard run by Duane Thomas. Char-
lie Waters’ 24-yard punt return set up Roger Staubach’s
9-yard touchdown pass to Bob Hayes that gave Dallas
a commanding 20-3 lead.

Dallas 3 3 14 0 — 20
Minnesota 0 3 0 9 — 12
Dall — FG Clark 26

Minn — FG Cox 27

Dall — FG Clark 44

Dall — Thomas 13 run (Clark kick)

Dall — Hayes 9 pass from Staubach (Clark kick)
Minn — Safety, Page tackled Staubach in end zone
Minn — Voigt 6 pass from Cuozzo (Cox kick)

SAN FRANCISCO 24, WASHINGTON 20—The 49ers
made several big plays to defeat the Redskins. Wash-
ington led 10-3 when it took the second-half kickoff and
marched to the 49ers’ 11. But the 49ers stopped them
on fourth down, and three plays later, John Brodie
threw a 78-yard scoring pass to Gene Washington to tie
the game. Roosevelt Taylor’s interception set up
Brodie’s second scoring pass for a 17-10 lead. The

49ers put the game away when Bob Hoskins recovered
an errant punt snap in the end zone.

Washington 7 3 3 7 — 20
San Francisco 0 3 14 7 — 24
Wash — Smith 5 pass from Kilmer (Knight kick)

SF  — FG Gossett 23

Wash — FG Knight 40

SF  — G. Washington 78 pass from Brodie
(Gossett kick)

SF  — Windsor 2 pass from Brodie (Gossett kick)

Wash — FG Knight 36

SF  — Hoskins recovered fumble in end zone
(Gossett kick)

Wash — Brown 16 pass from Kilmer (Knight kick)

1970

DALLAS 5, DETROIT 0—The Cowboys came out on
top in the lowest scoring playoff game in NFL history.
Facing the league’s top rushing defense, Dallas came
out throwing. That strategy failed, though the Cowboys
did manage a field goal after recovering a Lions’ fum-
ble. Dallas switched in the second half, using 15 con-
secutive running plays to drive 76 yards to the Detroit 1.
The Lions stopped them on fourth down, only to be
sacked for a safety three plays later. In the final minutes,
Bill Munson drove the Lions to the Dallas 29. But Mel
Renfro made a game-saving interception.

Detroit 0 0 0 0o — 0

Dallas 3 0 0 2 — 5

Dall — FG Clark 26

Dall — Safety, Andrie and Pugh tackled Landry in
end zone

SAN FRANCISCO 17, MINNESOTA 14—The 49ers
used punt returns and turnovers to defeat the Vikings.
Bruce Taylor’s 30-yard punt return set up the 49ers’ first
score, a 24-yard pass from John Brodie to Dick Witch-
er. San Francisco converted a fumble recovery into a
field goal and a 10-7 halftime lead. Taylor’s 23-yard punt
return to the Minnesota 14 set up Brodie’s 1-yard touch-
down, which gave San Francisco a 17-7 lead with 1:20
remaining. The 49ers forced 4 turnovers.

San Francisco 7 3 0 7 — 17
Minnesota 7 0 0 7 — 14
Minn — Krause 22 fumble recovery return (Cox kick)
SF  — Witcher 24 pass from Brodie (Gossett kick)
SF — FG Gossett 40

SF  — Brodie 1 run (Gossett kick)
Minn — Washington 24 pass from Cuozzo (Cox kick)
1969

MINNESOTA 23, LOS ANGELES RAMS 20—The
Vikings drove 65 yards for the winning touchdown in
the fourth quarter. Roman Gabriel passed for 2 touch-
downs to help Los Angeles build a 17-7 halftime lead.
Joe Kapp rallied the Vikings, driving them 71 yards to a
third-quarter touchdown. After the Rams made it 20-14,
Kapp passed and ran for 64 of the 65 yards on the drive,
including a 2-yard run for the winning score. Minnesota
added a safety on the Rams’ next possession.

L.A. Rams 7 10 0 3 — 20
Minnesota 7 0 7 9 — 238
LA — Klein 3 pass from Gabriel (Gossett kick)
Minn — Osborn 1 run (Cox kick)

LA — FG Gossett 20

LA — Truax 2 pass from Gabriel (Gossett kick)
Minn — Osborn 1 run (Cox kick)

LA — FG Gossett 27

Minn — Kapp 2 run (Cox kick)
Minn — Safety, Eller tackled Gabriel in end zone

CLEVELAND BROWNS 38, DALLAS 14—The Browns
played a near-flawless game to defeat the Cowboys. Bill
Nelsen, who completed 18 of 27 passes for 219 yards,
threw a 6-yard touchdown pass to help Cleveland build
a 17-0 halftime lead. The Browns took the second-half
kickoff and drove to another touchdown to make it 24-0.
Dallas scored and were en route to another touchdown
when they were stopped by Jim Houston’s interception.
Cleveland then added 2 touchdowns to put the game
away. The Browns’ Paul Warfield had 8 catches for 99
yards despite constant double teaming.

Cle. Browns 7 10 7 14 — 38
Dallas 0 0 7 7 — 14

Cle — Scott 2 run (Cockroft kick)

Cle — Morin 6 pass from Nelsen (Cockroft kick)
Cle — FG Cockroft 29

Cle — Scott 2 run (Cockroft kick)

Dall — Morton 2 run (Clark kick)

Cle — Kelly 1 run (Cockroft kick)

Cle — Sumner 88 interception return (Cockroft kick)
Dall — Rentzel 5 pass from Staubach (Clark kick)

1968

CLEVELAND BROWNS 31, DALLAS 20—The Browns
turned 5 Dallas turnovers into 24 points to defeat the
Cowboys. An interception by Mike Howell set up a
Browns’ field goal, and later Cleveland drove 85 yards
for a touchdown that produced a 10-10 halftime tie. In
the second half, Dale Lindsey returned an interception
27 yards for a touchdown, and Ben Davis and Erich
Barnes each set up a touchdown with an interception to
help Cleveland pull away. Leroy Kelly had 133 total
yards from scrimmage and 2 touchdowns for Cleve-
land.

Dallas 7 3 3 7
Cle. Browns 3 7 14 7
Cle — FG Cockroft 38

Dall — Howley 44 fumble recovery return (Clark kick)
Dall — FG Clark 16

Cle — Kelly 45 pass from Nelsen (Cockroft kick)
Cle — Lindsey 27 interception return (Cockroft kick)
Cle — Kelly 35 run (Cockroft kick)

Dall — FG Clark 47

Cle — Green 2 run (Cockroft kick)

Dall — Garrison 2 pass from Morton (Clark kick)

— 20
— 31

BALTIMORE COLTS 24, MINNESOTA 14—The Colts
scored twice in 2:01 of the third quarter to break open a
defensive struggle. Neither team mustered much of-
fense in the sleet and wind. Baltimore drove 75 yards for
a touchdown just before halftime, mostly on the
strength of 2 long passes by Earl Morrall. In the third
quarter, John Mackey turned a pass from Morrall into a
49-yard touchdown. Moments later, the Vikings were at
the Colts’ 30, but Bubba Smith forced a fumble that
Mike Curtis returned 60 yards to give the Colts a 21-0
lead.
Minnesota 0 0 0 14 — 14
Balt. Colts 0 7 14 3 — 24
Balt — Mitchell 3 pass from Morrall (Michaels kick)
Balt — Mackey 49 pass from Morrall (Michaels kick)
Balt — Curtis 60 fumble recovery return

(Michaels kick)
Minn — Martin 1 pass from Kapp (Cox kick)
Balt — FG Michaels 33
Minn — Brown 7 pass from Kapp (Cox kick)

1967

GREEN BAY 28, LOS ANGELES RAMS 7—The Pack-
ers’ offense, defense, and special teams all played su-
perbly in Green Bay'’s victory. Los Angeles scored first
and was threatening again, but Dave Robinson blocked
a 24-yard field-goal attempt and the momentum forever
shifted. Long returns by the special teams set up 2
Packers touchdowns, while the Packers’ defense limit-
ed the league’s top offense to 217 total yards.

L.A. Rams 7 0 0 0o — 7
Green Bay 0 14 7 7 — 28
LA — Casey 29 pass from Gabriel (Gossett kick)

GB — Williams 46 run (Chandler kick)

GB — Dale 17 pass from Starr (Chandler kick)
GB — Mercein 6 run (Chandler kick)

GB — Williams 2 run (Chandler kick)

DALLAS 52, CLEVELAND BROWNS 14—Several
players got in the act as the Cowboys routed the
Browns. Bob Hayes caught 5 passes for 144 yards, in-
cluding an 86-yard touchdown, and also set up 2 more
scores with punt returns of 68 and 64 yards. Rookie
Craig Baynham, subbing for the injured Dan Reeves,
scored 3 touchdowns. Don Perkins ran for 74 yards and
2 touchdowns, and Don Meredith completed 10 of 12
passes for 212 yards and 2 scores. Cornell Green con-
tributed a 60-yard interception return for a touchdown.

Cle. Browns 0 7 0 7 — 14
Dallas 14 10 21 7 — 52
Dall  — Baynham 3 pass from Meredith (Villanueva kick)
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Dall — Perkins 4 run (Villanueva kick)
Dall — Hayes 86 pass from Meredith (Villanueva kick)
Dall — FG Villanueva 10

Cle — Morin 13 pass from Ryan (Groza kick)

Dall — Baynham 1 run (Villanueva kick)

Dall — Perkins 1 run (Villanueva kick)

Dall — Green 60 interception return (Villanueva kick)
Dall — Baynham 1 run (Villanueva kick)

Cle — Warfield 75 pass from Ryan (Groza kick)

1965

GREEN BAY 13, BALTIMORE COLTS 10—Don Chan-
dler’s 25-yard field goal 13:39 into overtime lifted the
Packers over the Colts. With Johnny Unitas and Gary
Cuozzo injured, Baltimore used halfback Tom Matte at
quarterback for the entire game. Still, the Colts forged a
10-0 halftime lead and their chances looked good after
they knocked Packers quarterback Bart Starr out of the
game. But Zeke Bratkowski rallied Green Bay, and the
Packers tied the game on a controversial field goal (the
Colts claimed the kick was just outside the right upright)
with 1:58 left in regulation.

Balt. Colts 7 3 0 0 0o — 10
Green Bay 0 0 7 3 3 — 13
Balt — Shinnick 25 fumble recovery return

(Michaels kick)
Balt — FG Michaels 15
GB — Hornung 1 run (Chandler kick)
GB — FG Chandler 22
GB — FG Chandler 25

1958
NEW YORK GIANTS 10, CLEVELAND BROWNS 0—
The Giants limited Cleveland to just 86 total yards to de-
feat the Browns. New York forced this playoff game with
a last-minute victory over Cleveland the week before.
The teams traded turnovers until the Giants drove 84
yards for the game’s only touchdown on a trick play.
Frank Gifford ran 8 yards on a reverse, then pitched to
Charlie Conerly, who ran 10 yards for a touchdown. The
Giants added a field goal, then concentrated on stop-
ping the Browns. Jim Brown, who had 1,527 rushing
yards during the regular season, had just 8 yards on 7
carries.
Cle. Browns 0 0 0 0 — 0
N.Y. Giants 7 3 0 0 — 10
NYG — Conerly 10 run after lateral from Gifford
(Summerall kick)
NYG — FG Summerall 26

1957

DETROIT 31, SAN FRANCISCO 27—The Lions
mounted the greatest comeback in NFL playoff history
to defeat the 49ers. Trailing 24-7, the Lions found their
motivation when they heard the 49ers celebrating at
halftime. Detroit quickly fell behind 27-7, then drove 73
and 58 yards to touchdowns, both by Tom Tracy, to nar-
row the gap to 27-21. The Lions took the lead early in
the fourth quarter on a 2-yard run by Gene Gedman.
Their defense took over from there, forcing 4 turnovers
in the final 14 minutes to insure victory.

Detroit 0 7 14 10 — 3
San Francisco 14 10 3 0o — 27
SF — Owens 34 pass from Tittle (Soltau kick)

SF — McElhenny 47 pass from Tittle (Soltau kick)
Det — Junker 4 pass from Rote (Martin kick)

SF — Wilson 12 pass from Tittle (Soltau kick)

SF — FG Soltau 25

SF — FG Soltau 10

Det — Tracy 1 run (Martin kick)
Det — Tracy 58 run (Martin kick)
Det — Gedman 2 run (Martin kick)
Det — FG Martin 13

1952

DETROIT 31, LOS ANGELES RAMS 21—Fullback Pat
Harder scored 19 points to lead the Lions over the
Rams. Harder, who rushed for 72 yards on the day,
scored on runs of 12 and 4 yards to give Detroit a 14-0
lead. In the third quarter, halfback Doak Walker threw a
24-yard touchdown pass, and Harder kicked a field
goal to increase Detroit’s lead to 24-7. The Rams
scored twice to make it 24-21, and were threatening to
take the lead until Detroit linebacker LaVern Torgeson

made a game-saving interception inside the Lions’ 10.

L.A. Rams 0 7 0o 14 — 21
Detroit 7 7 10 7 — 31
Det — Harder 12 run (Harder kick)

Det — Harder 4 run (Harder kick)

LA — Fears 14 pass from Van Brocklin
(Waterfield kick)

Det — Hart 24 pass from Walker (Harder kick)

Det — FG Harder 43

LA — Towler 5 run (Waterfield kick)

LA — Smith 56 punt return (Waterfield kick)

Det — Hoernschemeyer 9 run (Harder kick)

1950

LOS ANGELES RAMS 24, CHICAGO BEARS 14—
Bob Waterfield came off the bench to throw 3 touch-
downs to lead the Rams over the Bears. Waterfield had
been unable to practice all week because of the flu. But
he showed no ill effects, hitting Tom Fears for 43-, 68-,
and 27-yard scores to turn a 7-3 deficit into a 24-7 lead.
Waterfield completed 14 of 21 passes for 280 yards.
Fears caught 7 passes for 198 yards. The Bears had
422 total yards, but were stymied by 5 turnovers.

Chi. Bears 0 7 0 7 — 14
L.A. Rams 3 14 7 0 — 24
LA — FG Waterfield 43

ChiB — Campana 23 run (Lujack kick)

LA — Fears 43 pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick)
LA — Fears 68 pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick)
LA — Fears 27 pass from Waterfield (Waterfield kick)

ChiB — Morrison 4 run (Lujack kick)

CLEVELAND BROWNS 8, NEW YORK GIANTS 3—
Lou Groza’s 28-yard field goal with 58 seconds left gave
the Browns the victory after they had lost to the Giants
in both regular-season meetings. The offenses were
thwarted by 10-degree weather and a numbing wind.
The Giants had a chance for a touchdown, but after a
bizarre series of plays inside the Browns’ 10, they had
to accept a tying field goal. Then Otto Graham used the
quarterback draw to move Cleveland down the field to
Groza’s winning kick. Moments later, the Browns added
a safety. Graham ran for 70 yards on 8 carries.

N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 3 — 3
Cle. Browns 3 0 0 5 — 8
Cle — FG Groza 11

NYG — FG Clay 20

Cle — FG Groza 28

Cle — Safety, Willis tackled Conerly in end zone

1947
PHILADELPHIA 21, PITTSBURGH 0—The Eagles’
special teams scored a touchdown and set up another
to help Philadelphia defeat the Steelers. Pete Pihos
blocked a Steelers’ punt, and the Eagles recovered at
the Pittsburgh 14. Two plays later, Tommy Thompson
passed 15 yards for a touchdown to Steve Van Buren.
Thompson’s 28-yard scoring pass to Jack Ferrante
made it 14-0. In the third quarter, Bosh Pritchard re-
turned a punt 79 yards for the game’s final score. The
Steelers’ Single-Wing offense—the last of its kind in
NFL history—managed only 154 total yards.
Philadelphia 7 7 7 0o — 21
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 0o — 0
Phil — Van Buren 15 pass from Thompson

(Patton kick)
— Ferrante 28 pass from Thompson (Patton kick)
— Pritchard 79 punt return (Patton kick)

Phil
Phil

1943

WASHINGTON 28, NEW YORK GIANTS 0—Sammy
Baugh’s passing, punting, and intercepting led the
Redskins over the Giants. Baugh, who led the NFL in all
three categories during the regular season, completed
16 of 21 passes for 199 yards and 1 touchdown, inter-
cepted 2 passes, and averaged more than 40 yards per
punt. Baugh’s passing set up 2 touchdown runs by
Andy Farkas that gave Washington a 14-0 halftime lead.
In the fourth quarter, Baugh’s interception set up anoth-
er Farkas touchdown. Baugh later added a scoring

pass.
Washington 0 14 0 14 — 28
N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 0o — 0

Wash — Farkas 2 run (Masterson kick)

Wash — Farkas 2 run (Masterson kick)
Wash — Farkas 1 run (Masterson kick)
Wash — Lapka 11 pass from Baugh (Masterson kick)

1941

CHICAGO BEARS 33, GREEN BAY 14—The Bears ex-
ploded for 30 first-half points to win the first non-cham-
pionship playoff game in NFL history. Green Bay took a
7-0 lead, then was run off the field. Hugh Gallarneau
started the onslaught with an 81-yard punt return. In the
second quarter, the Bears scored 24 points on a 24-
yard field goal, 2 touchdown runs by Norm Standlee,
and a 9-yard scoring run by Bob Swisher. Chicago fin-
ished with 277 rushing yards.

Green Bay 7 0 7 0o — 14
Chi. Bears 6 24 0 3 — 33
GB — Hinkle 1 run (Hutson kick)

ChiB — Gallarneau 81 punt return (kick blocked)
ChiB — FG Snyder 24

ChiB — Standlee 3 run (Stydahar kick)

ChiB — Standlee 2 run (Stydahar kick)

ChiB — Swisher 9 run (Stydahar kick)

GB — Van Every 10 pass from Isbell (Hutson kick)
ChiB — FG Snyder 26
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NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF RECORDS

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games Played
11 D.D. Lewis, Dallas, 1970-73, 1975-1981
Jesse Sapolu, San Francisco, 1983, 1987-1990, 1992-97
Jerry Rice, San Francisco, 1986-1990, 1992-96, 1998
Steve Young, San Francisco, 1987-1990, 1992-98

SCORING
Most Points, Game
30 Ricky Watters, San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1993 (5-td)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
5 Ricky Watters, San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1993 (5-r)

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdown, Game
7 Raul Allegre, N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 1986
Jeff Wilkins, St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
6 David Ray, L.A. Rams vs. Dallas, 1973
Jeff Wilkins, St.L. Rams vs. Carolina, 2003 (2 OT)
Most Field Goals, Game
5 Chuck Nelson, Minnesota vs. San Francisco, 1987
Jeff Wilkins, St.L. Rams vs. Carolina, 2003 (2 OT)
Longest Field Goal
56 Mason Crosby, Green Bay vs. Dallas, 2016

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
38 Ricky Bell, Tampa Bay vs. Philadelphia, 1979

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
248 FEric Dickerson, L.A. Rams vs. Dallas, 1985
Longest Run From Scrimmage
80 Roger Craig, San Francisco vs. Minnesota, 1988

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
5 Ricky Watters, San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1993

PASSING
ATTEMPTS
Most Passes Attempted, Game
65 Steve Young, San Francisco vs. Green Bay, 1995

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game
40 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
86.1 Aaron Rodgers, Green Bay vs. Atlanta, 2010 (31-36)

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
462 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011
Longest Pass Completion
94  Troy Aikman (to Alvin Harper), Dallas vs. Green Bay, 1994

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Passes, Game
5 Kurt Warner, St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999

HAD INTERCEPTED
Most Attempts Without Interception, Game
46 Matt Hasselbeck, Seattle vs. Chi. Bears, 2010
Most Passes Had Intercepted, Game
6 Brett Favre, Green Bay vs. St.L. Rams, 2001

PASS RECEIVING
RECEPTIONS
Most Receptions, Game
15 Darren Sproles, New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
227  Anthony Carter, Minnesota vs. San Francisco, 1987

Longest Reception
94  Alvin Harper (from Troy Aikman), Dallas vs. Green Bay, 1994

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdown Receptions, Game
3 Jerry Rice, San Francisco vs. Minnesota, 1988
Sidney Rice, Minnesota vs. Dallas, 2009

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Interceptions By, Game
3 Charlie Waters, Dallas vs. Chi. Bears, 1977
Dennis Thurman, Dallas vs. Green Bay, 1982

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

90 Kam Chancellor, Seattle vs. Carolina, 2014
Longest Return

90 Kam Chancellor, Seattle vs. Carolina, 2014

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
2 Aeneas Williams, St.L. Rams vs. Green Bay, 2001

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
10 Max Runager, San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1986
Mark Royals, Tampa Bay vs. Washington, 1999
Longest Punt
66 Mike Bragg, Washington vs. San Francisco, 1971
Thomas Morstead, New Orleans vs. Arizona, 2009
Jacob Schum, Green Bay vs. Dallas, 2016

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punt Average, Game (4 Punts)
49.5 Andy Lee, San Francisco vs. New Orleans, 2011

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
7 Phil McConkey, N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 1986

YARD GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
152  Allen Rossum, Atlanta vs. St.L. Rams, 2004
Longest Return
83 Reggie Bush, New Orleans vs. Arizona, 2009

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Shaun Gayle, Chi. Bears vs. N.Y. Giants, 1985
Darrell Green, Washington vs. Chi. Bears, 1987
Desmond Howard, Green Bay vs. San Francisco, 1996
Allen Rossum, Atlanta vs. St.L. Rams, 2004
Reggie Bush, New Orleans vs. Arizona, 2009

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
7 Del Rodgers, Green Bay vs. Dallas, 1982
Henry Ellard, L.A. Rams vs. Washington, 1983
Robert Tate, Minnesota vs. St.L. Rams, 1999
Fred McAfee, New Orleans vs. Minnesota, 2000

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game

195 Eric Weems, Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 2010
Longest Return

102 Eric Weems, Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 2010 (TD)

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
1 Vic Washington, San Francisco vs. Dallas, 1972
Brian Mitchell, Washington vs. Tampa Bay, 1999
Tony Horne, St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999
Ron Dixon, N.Y. Giants vs. Philadelphia, 2000
Eric Weems, Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 2010

TEAM RECORDS

GAMES
Most Games
24 Dallas, 1970-73, 1975-1982, 1985, 1991-96, 2007, 2009, 2014, 2016, 2018
Most Games Won
15 San Francisco, 1970-71, 1981, 1983-84, 1988-1990, 1992-94, 1997,
2011-13
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Most Games Lost
11 Minnesota, 1970-71, 1975, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1988-89, 1997, 1999, 2004

SCORING
POINTS
Most Points, Game
51  Washington vs. L.A. Rams, 1983
Fewest Points, Game
0 Detroit vs. Dallas, 1970
Tampa Bay vs. Dallas, 1981
Dallas vs. L.A. Rams, 1985
N.Y. Giants vs. Chi. Bears, 1985
Most Points, Both Teams, Game
86 St.L. Rams (49) vs. Minnesota (37), 1999
Fewest Points, Both Teams, Game
5 Detroit (0) vs. Dallas (5), 1970
Most Points, By Quarter
1st: 21 New Orleans vs. Arizona, 2009
2nd: 28 Green Bay vs. Atlanta, 2010
3rd: 21 Dallas vs. Tampa Bay, 1981
N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 1986
St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999
4th: 21 Seattle vs. Chi. Bears, 2010
Seattle vs. Atlanta, 2012
L.A. Rams vs. N.Y. Giants, 1989
Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2015

1stOT: 6
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Fewest Attempts, Game
12 Seattle vs. Chi. Bears, 2010
Seattle vs. Carolina, 2015
Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game
78 San Francisco (39) vs. Washington (39), 1971
Minnesota (49) vs. L.A. Rams (29), 1977
Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game
36 New Orleans (14) vs. San Francisco (22), 2011

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
327 Atlanta vs. St.L. Rams, 2004
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
27  Chi. Bears vs. N.Y. Giants, 1990
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
427 San Francisco (323) vs. Green Bay (104), 2012
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
90 Tampa Bay (44) vs. Washington (46), 1999
Longest Gain
80 San Francisco vs. Minnesota, 1988

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
6 San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1993
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
6 San Francisco (6) vs. N.Y. Giants (0), 1993

2nd OT: 6 Carolina vs. St.L. Rams, 2003 San Francisco (5) vs. Chi. Bears (1), 1994
TOUCHDOWNS PASSING
Most Touchdowns, Game ATTEMPTS

7 N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 1986
St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999

Fewest Touchdowns, Game

0 Accomplished 15 times. Last: Dallas vs. Minnesota, 2009
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game

12 StL. Rams (7) vs. Minnesota (5), 1999

Fewest Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game

0 Dallas vs. Detroit, 1970

POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN
Most Points After Touchdowns, Game
7 N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 1986
St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999
Most Points After Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
10 San Francisco (6) vs. Green Bay (4), 2012

FIELD GOALS
Most Field Goals, Game
5 Minnesota vs. San Francisco, 1987
St.L. Rams vs. Carolina, 2003 (2 OT)
Most Field Goals, Both Teams, Game
8 St.L. Rams (5) vs. Carolina (3), 2003 (2 OT)
Most Field Goals Attempted, Game
6 L.A. Rams vs. Dallas, 1973
St.L. Rams vs. Carolina, 2003 (2 OT)
Most Field Goals Attempted, Both Teams, Game
11 St.L. Rams (6) vs. Carolina (5), 2003 (2 OT)

FIRST DOWNS
Most First Downs, Game

31 San Francisco vs. Minnesota, 1997
Fewest First Downs, Game

7 Detroit vs. Dallas, 1970

Most First Downs, Both Teams, Game

52 Seattle (28) vs. Atlanta (24), 2012

Green Bay (27) vs. Dallas (25), 2016

Fewest First Downs, Both Teams, Game

21 Detroit (7) vs. Dallas (14), 1970

NET YARDS GAINED RUSHING AND PASSING
Most Net Yards Gained, Game

579 San Francisco vs. Green Bay, 2012
Fewest Net Yards Gained, Game

156 Detroit vs. Dallas, 1970
Most Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game

931  San Francisco (579) vs. Green Bay (352), 2012
Fewest Net Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game

358 Washington (167) vs. Tampa Bay (191), 1999

RUSHING
ATTEMPTS
Most Attempts, Game
55 Tampa Bay vs. Philadelphia, 1979

Most Attempts, Game

65 San Francisco vs. Green Bay, 1995
Fewest Attempts, Game

10 Minnesota vs. L.A. Rams, 1977
Most Attempts, Both Teams, Game

105 New Orleans (63) vs. San Francisco (42), 2011

Fewest Attempts, Both Teams, Game

38 Dallas (18) vs. Detroit (20), 1970

Washington (14) vs. Green Bay (24), 1972

COMPLETIONS
Most Passes Completed, Game

40 New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011
Fewest Passes Completed, Game

4 Dallas vs. Detroit, 1970

Most Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game

64 New Orleans (40) vs. San Francisco (24), 2011
Fewest Passes Completed, Both Teams, Game

11 Dallas (4) vs. Detroit (7), 1970

COMPLETION PERCENTAGE
Highest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
86.1 Green Bay vs. Atlanta, 2010 (31-36)
Lowest Completion Percentage, Game (20 att)
27.3 L.A.Rams vs. Dallas, 1985 (6-22)
Highest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
78.5 Green Bay (86.1) vs. Atlanta (69.0), 2010
Lowest Completion Percentage, Both Teams, Game
28.9 Dallas (22.2) vs. Detroit (35.0), 1970

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
435 New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011
Fewest Yards Gained, Game
22 Dallas vs. Detroit, 1970
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
762 Minnesota (388) vs. St.L. Rams (374), 1999
Fewest Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
102 Dallas (22) vs. Detroit (80), 1970
Longest Gain
94 Dallas vs. Green Bay, 1994

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
5 St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999
Most Touchdowns, Both Teams, Game
9 St.L. Rams (5) vs. Minnesota (4), 1999

INTERCEPTIONS
Most Passes Intercepted By, Game
6 St.L. Rams vs. Green Bay, 2001
Most Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
7 Philadelphia (5) vs. Minnesota (2), 1980
St.L. Rams (6) vs. Green Bay (1), 2001
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Fewest Passes Intercepted By, Both Teams, Game
0 Chi. Bears vs. N.Y. Giants, 1985
Dallas vs. Philadelphia, 1992
Seattle vs. Washington, 2005
New Orleans vs. Philadelphia, 2006
Green Bay vs. Seattle, 2007
Seattle vs. New Orleans, 2013
Green Bay vs. Dallas, 2014
Atlanta vs. Philadelphia, 2017
L.A. Rams vs. Dallas, 2018

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
161 St.L. Rams vs. Green Bay, 2001
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
161  St.L. Rams (161) vs. Green Bay (0), 2001
Longest Return
90 Seattle vs. Carolina, 2014

TOUCHDOWNS
Most Touchdowns, Game
3 St.L.Rams vs. Green Bay, 2001

PUNTING
Most Punts, Game
10 San Francisco vs. Washington, 1971
San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1986
Tampa Bay vs. Washington, 1999
Fewest Punts, Game
0 Green Bay vs. Atlanta, 2010
Most Punts, Both Teams, Game
18 Tampa Bay (10) vs. Washington (8), 1999
Fewest Punts, Both Teams, Game
3 Minnesota (1) vs. Arizona (2), 1998
St.L. Rams (1) vs. Carolina (2), 2003 (2 OT)
Green Bay (0) vs. Atlanta (3), 2010

AVERAGE YARDAGE
Highest Punting Average, Game (4 punts)
49.5 San Francisco vs. New Orleans, 2011 (8-396)
Lowest Punting Average, Game (4 punts)
25.6 Minnesota vs. San Francisco, 1989 (5-128)
Highest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game
51.8 Green Bay (54.7) vs. Dallas (47.5), 2016 (5-259)
Lowest Punting Average, Both Teams, Game
27.9 Minnesota (25.6) vs. San Francisco (30.8), 1989 (9-251)

PUNT RETURNS
Most Punt Returns, Game
7 N.Y. Giants vs. San Francisco, 1986
Fewest Punt Returns, Game
0 Accomplished 28 times. Last: Philadelphia vs. New Orleans, 2018
Most Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
10 Detroit (6) vs. Dallas (4), 1970
Green Bay (6) vs. Philadelphia (4), 2003 (OT)
Fewest Punt Returns, Both Teams, Game
0 San Francisco vs. Washington, 1992
St.L. Rams vs. Carolina, 2003 (2 OT)
Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 2010

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
152  Atlanta vs. St.L. Rams, 2004
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
152 Atlanta (152) vs. St.L. Rams (0), 2004
Longest Return
83 New Orleans vs. Arizona, 2009

KICKOFF RETURNS
Most Kickoff Returns, Game
10 L.A. Rams vs. Washington, 1983
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Game
0 Dallas vs. Tampa Bay, 1981
San Francisco vs. N.Y. Giants, 1993
Minnesota vs. Dallas, 2009
San Francisco vs. Carolina, 2013
Dallas vs. Green Bay, 2016
Minnesota vs. New Orleans, 2017
L.A. Rams vs. Dallas, 2018
Most Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game
13 Green Bay (7) vs. Dallas (6), 1982
Fewest Kickoff Returns, Both Teams, Game
2 Dallas (0) vs. Green Bay (2), 2016
Minnesota (0) vs. New Orleans (2), 2017

YARDS GAINED
Most Yards Gained, Game
232 Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 2010
Most Yards Gained, Both Teams, Game
348 St.L. Rams (174) vs. Minnesota (174), 1999
Longest Return
102 Atlanta vs. Green Bay, 2010 (TD)

NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF GAME TOP PERFORMANCES
RUSHING YARDS
248 Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams vs. Dallas, 1985
202 Lawrence McCutcheon, L.A. Rams vs. St.L. Cardinals, 1975
201 Ryan Grant, Green Bay vs. Seattle, 2007
185 John Riggins, Washington vs. Minnesota, 1982
181  Colin Kaepernick, San Francisco vs. Green Bay, 2012
PASSING YARDS
462 Drew Brees, New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011
423 Jeff George, Minnesota vs. St.L. Rams, 1999
407 Randall Cunningham, Philadelphia vs. Chi. Bears, 1988
391  Kurt Warner, St.L. Rams vs. Minnesota, 1999
385 Russell Wilson, Seattle vs. Atlanta, 2012
RECEPTIONS
15 Darren Sproles, New Orleans vs. San Francisco, 2011
18 Chad Morton, New Orleans vs. Minnesota, 2000
12 Steve Smith, Carolina vs. Chi. Bears, 2005
12 Michael Thomas, New Orleans vs. Philadelphia, 2018
11 Jay Novacek, Dallas vs. Green Bay, 1994
11 Jerry Rice, San Francisco vs. Green Bay, 1995
11 Marques Colston, New Orleans vs. Seattle, 2013
11 Jermaine Kearse, Seattle vs. Carolina, 2015
RECEIVING YARDS
227  Anthony Carter, Minnesota vs. San Francisco, 1987
218 Steve Smith, Carolina vs. Chi. Bears, 2005
188 Randy Moss, Minnesota vs. St.L. Rams, 1999
180 Vernon Davis, San Francisco vs. New Orleans, 2011
176 Larry Fitzgerald, Arizona vs. Green Bay, 2015 (OT)
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CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES

FACTS AND FIGURES

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

AT STAKE

American Football Conference Champion-
ship and the Lamar Hunt Trophy

DATE

January 19, 2020; 3:00 PM ET

NETWORK TELEVISION

Nationwide by CBS

The first AFL Championship Game was the
1960 meeting in which the Houston Oilers
defeated the Los Angeles Chargers, 24-16, at
Houston’s Jeppesen Stadium on New Year’s
Day, 1961. It was nationally televised by
ABC-TV.

The AFL Championship Games were tele-
cast nationally by ABC from 1960 through
1964. NBC carried the game from 1965 until
1969, and then carried the AFC Champi-
onship Game from 1970 until 1997. CBS has
carried the game since 1998.

PLAYER SHARES

$56,000 to each participating player. Winners
advance to Super Bowl LIV where the share is
$124,000 for each player on the winning
team, $62,000 for each player on the losing
team.

TROPHY

The winning team receives permanent pos-
session of the Lamar Hunt Trophy, named in
honor of Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee
Lamar Hunt, the founder of the American Foot-
ball League and longtime majority owner of
the Kansas City Chiefs. First presented follow-
ing the 1984 season, the 2010 season marked
the debut of its redesign by Tiffany & Co. The
trophy reflects the sterling silver material of the
Vince Lombardi Trophy, awarded each year to
the Super Bowl champions and also designed
by Tiffany & Co. The trophy design is based
on a football and features an etched confer-
ence logo and the NFL shield.

NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
AT STAKE
National Football Conference Championship
and the George Halas Trophy
DATE
January 19, 2020; 6:30 PM ET
NETWORK TELEVISION
Nationwide by FOX
The first nationally televised NFL Champi-
onship Game was the 1951 meeting in which
the Los Angeles Rams defeated the Cleve-
land Browns, 24-17, in Los Angeles. It was
carried by the now-defunct DuMont network.
The NFL Championship Games were tele-
vised nationally by DuMont from 1951 through
1954. NBC purchased the rights for 1955
from DuMont, then contracted with the NFL
for the rights from 1956 through 1963. CBS
broadcast the NFL Championship Game
from 1964 until 1969, then broadcast the
NFC Championship Game from 1970 until
1993. FOX has carried the game since 1994.
PLAYER SHARES
$56,000 to each participating player. Winners
advance to Super Bowl LIV where the share is
$124,000 for each player on the winning
team, $62,000 for each player on the losing
team.
TROPHY
The winning team receives permanent pos-
session of the George S. Halas Trophy, named
in honor of the former owner, coach, and play-
er of the Chicago Bears and one of the
founders of the National Football League.
First presented following the 1984 season,
the 2010 season marked the debut of its re-
design by Tiffany & Co. The trophy reflects
the sterling silver material of the Vince Lom-
bardi Trophy, awarded each year to the Super
Bowl champions and also designed by
Tiffany & Co. The trophy design is based on a
football and features an etched conference
logo and the NFL shield.
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AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES

Includes AFL Championship Games (1960-1969)

Season Date Winner (Share)

2018 Jan. 20 New England ($54,000)
2017 Jan. 21 New England ($51,000)
2016 Jan. 22 New England ($49,000)
2015 Jan. 24 Denver ($46,000)

2014 Jan. 18 New England ($44,000)
2013 Jan. 19 Denver ($42,000)

2012 Jan. 20 Balt. Ravens ($40,000)
2011 Jan. 22 New England ($40,000)
2010 Jan. 23 Pittsburgh ($38,000)
2009 Jan. 24 Indianapolis ($38,000)
2008 Jan. 18 Pittsburgh ($37,500)
2007 Jan. 20 New England ($37,500)
2006 Jan. 21 Indianapolis ($37,000)
2005 Jan. 22 Pittsburgh ($37,000)
2004 Jan. 23 New England ($36,500)
2003 Jan. 18 New England ($36,500)
2002 Jan. 19 Oakland ($35,000)
2001 Jan. 27 New England ($34,500)
2000 Jan. 14 Balt. Ravens ($34,500)
1999 Jan. 23 Tennessee ($33,000)
1998 Jan. 17 Denver ($32,500)

1997 Jan. 11 Denver ($30,000)

1996 Jan. 12 New England ($29,000)
1995 Jan. 14 Pittsburgh ($27,000)
1994 Jan. 15 S.D. Chargers ($23,500)
1993 Jan. 23 Buffalo ($23,500)

1992 Jan. 17 Buffalo ($18,000)

1991 Jan. 12 Buffalo ($18,000)

1990 Jan. 20 Buffalo ($18,000)

1989 Jan. 14 Denver ($18,000)

1988 Jan. 8 Cincinnati ($18,000)
1987 Jan. 17 Denver ($18,000)

1986 Jan. 11 Denver ($18,000)

1985 Jan. 12 New England ($18,000)
1984 Jan. 6 Miami ($18,000)

1983 Jan. 8 L.A. Raiders ($18,000)
1982 Jan. 23 Miami ($18,000)

1981 Jan. 10 Cincinnati ($9,000)
1980 Jan. 11 Oakland ($9,000)

1979 Jan. 6 Pittsburgh ($9,000)
1978 Jan. 7 Pittsburgh ($9,000)
1977 Jan. 1 Denver ($9,000)

1976 Dec. 26 Oakland ($8,500)

1975 Jan. 4 Pittsburgh ($8,500)
1974 Dec. 29 Pittsburgh ($8,500)
1973 Dec. 30 Miami ($8,500)

1972 Dec. 31 Miami ($8,500)

1971 Jan. 2 Miami ($8,500)

1970 Jan. 3 Balt. Colts ($8,500)
1969 Jan. 4 Kansas City ($7,755)
1968 Dec. 29 N.Y. Jets ($7,007)

1967 Dec. 31 Oakland ($6,321)

1966 Jan. 1 Kansas City ($5,309)
1965 Dec. 26 Buffalo ($5,189)

1964 Dec. 26 Buffalo ($2,668)

1963 Jan. 5 S.D. Chargers ($2,498)
1962 Dec. 23 Dall. Texans ($2,206)
1961 Dec. 24 Hou. Oilers ($1,792)
1960 Jan. 1 Hou. Oilers ($1,025)
*Overtime

Loser (Share)

Kansas City ($54,000)
Jacksonville ($51,000)
Pittsburgh ($49,000)
New England ($46,000)
Indianapolis ($44,000)
New England ($42,000)
New England ($40,000)
Balt. Ravens ($40,000)
N.Y. Jets ($38,000)
N.Y. Jets ($38,000)
Balt. Ravens ($37,500)
S.D. Chargers ($37,500)
New England ($37,000)
Denver ($37,000)
Pittsburgh ($36,500)
Indianapolis ($36,500)
Tennessee ($35,000)
Pittsburgh ($34,500)
Oakland ($34,500)
Jacksonville ($33,000)
N.Y. Jets ($32,500)
Pittsburgh ($30,000)
Jacksonville ($29,000)
Indianapolis ($27,000)
Pittsburgh ($23,500)
Kansas City ($23,500)
Miami ($18,000)
Denver ($18,000)

L.A. Raiders ($18,000)
Cle. Browns ($18,000)
Buffalo ($18,000)

Cle. Browns ($18,000)
Cle. Browns ($18,000)
Miami ($18,000)
Pittsburgh ($18,000)
Seattle ($18,000)

N.Y. Jets ($18,000)
S.D. Chargers ($9,000)
S.D. Chargers ($9,000)
Hou. Oilers ($9,000)
Hou. Oilers ($9,000)
Oakland ($9,000)
Pittsburgh ($5,500)
Oakland ($5,500)
Oakland ($5,500)
Oakland ($5,500)
Pittsburgh ($5,500)
Balt. Colts ($5,500)
Oakland ($5,500)
Oakland ($6,252)
Oakland ($5,349)

Hou. Oilers ($4,996)
Buffalo ($3,799)

S.D. Chargers ($3,447)
S.D. Chargers ($1,738)
Bos. Patriots ($1,596)
Hou. Oilers ($1,471)
S.D. Chargers ($1,111)
L.A. Chargers ($718)

Score Site Attendance
37-31* Kansas City 77,034
24-20 Foxborough 65,878
36-17 Foxborough 66,829
20-18 Denver 77,112
45-7 Foxborough 68,756
26-16 Denver 77,110
28-13 Foxborough 68,756
23-20 Foxborough 68,756
24-19 Pittsburgh 66,662
30-17 Indianapolis 67,650
23-14 Pittsburgh 65,350
21-12 Foxborough 65,756
38-34 Indianapolis 57,433
34-17 Denver 76,775
41-27 Pittsburgh 65,242
24-14 Foxborough 68,436
41-24 Oakland 62,544
2417 Pittsburgh 64,704
16-3 Oakland 62,784
33-14 Jacksonville 75,206
23-10 Denver 75,482
24-21 Pittsburgh 61,382
20-6 Foxborough 60,190
20-16 Pittsburgh 61,062
17-13 Pittsburgh 61,545
30-13 Buffalo 76,642
29-10 Miami 72,703
10-7 Buffalo 80,272
51-3 Buffalo 80,325
37-21 Denver 76,046
21-10 Cincinnati 59,747
38-33 Denver 76,197
23-20* Cleveland 79,973
31-14 Miami 75,662
45-28 Miami 76,029
30-14 Los Angeles 91,445
14-0 Miami 67,396
27-7 Cincinnati 46,302
34-27 San Diego 52,675
27-13 Pittsburgh 50,475
34-5 Pittsburgh 50,725
20-17 Denver 75,044
24-7 Oakland 53,821
16-10 Pittsburgh 50,609
24-13 Oakland 53,800
27-10 Miami 79,325
21-17 Pittsburgh 50,845
21-0 Miami 76,622
2717 Baltimore 54,799
17-7 Oakland 53,564
27-23 New York 62,627
40-7 Oakland 53,330
31-7 Buffalo 42,080
23-0 San Diego 30,361
20-7 Buffalo 40,242
51-10 San Diego 30,127
20-17* Houston 37,981
10-3 San Diego 29,556
24-16 Houston 32,183

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
COMPOSITE STANDINGS

W L Pct. Pts. OP
Cincinnati Bengals 2 0 1.000 48 17
Denver Broncos 8 2 .800 235 200
Buffalo Bills 6 2 750 180 92
Miami Dolphins 5 2 714 152 115
New England Patriots* 1 5 .688 417 348
Kansas City Chiefs** 3 2 600 112 98
Pittsburgh Steelers 8 8 500 349 339
Baltimore Ravens 2 2 .500 78 62
Indianapolis Colts*** 3 4 429 132 178
Tennessee Titans# 3 5 .375 133 195
Oakland Raiders## 5 9 37 272 304
Los Angeles Chargers### 2 7 222 140 182
New York Jets 1 4 .200 73 114
Seattle Seahawks 0 1 .000 14 30
Jacksonville Jaguars 0o 3 .000 40 77
Cleveland Browns 0 3 .000 74 98

* One game played when franchise was in Boston (Lost 51-10)
** One game played when franchise was in Dallas (Texans)
(Won 20-17)
*** Two games played when franchise was in Baltimore
(Won 27-17, lost 21-0)
# Six games played when franchise was in Houston and known
as Oilers (Won 2, lost 4)

## Two games played when franchise was in Los Angeles
(Won 30-14, lost 51-3)
### Eight games played when franchise was in San Diegp
(won 2, lost 6)

2018

NEW ENGLAND 37, KANSAS CITY 31 (OT)—Rex
Burkhead’s 2-yard touchdown run in overtime lifted the
Patriots to their third consecutive Super Bowl and the
ninth in the Tom Brady/Bill Belichick era. The game fea-
tured a wild fourth quarter in which there were four lead
changes in the final 7:45 of regulation. The Patriots con-
trolled possession for 21 minutes, seven seconds of the
first half, outgaining the Chiefs 245-32, to take a 14-0
lead. New England’s game-opening drive was 15 plays,
80 yards and consumed 8:05 off the clock, capped by
Sony Michel’s 1-yard run. Brady’s 29-yard touchdown
pass to Phillip Dorsett with 27 seconds left in the half
culminated a 90-yard drive. On the third play of the sec-
ond half, Patrick Mahomes completed a 54-yard pass to
Sammy Watkins, which was immediately followed by a
12-yard scoring pass to Travis Kelce, to cut the deficit to
14-7. After an exchange of punts, Stephen Gostkowski
kicked a field goal to put the Patriots up by 10. The
Chiefs answered with a 75-yard drive and pulled within

three points on Damien Williams’ 1-yard run with 14:51
to play. Kansas City’s defense stopped Burkhead on
fourth-and-1 at the Chiefs’ 25 to regain possession. The
Chiefs were forced to punt, but two plays later Daniel
Sorensen intercepted Brady’s pass and returned it 24
yards to the Patriots’ 23. Two plays later, Mahomes con-
nected with Williams to give the Chiefs their first lead,
21-17, with 7:45 to play. Brady responded with a 10-
play, 75-yard drive. Michel scored a 10-yard touchdown
on fourth-and-1 and the Patriots led 24-21 with 3:32 re-
maining. The Chiefs needed just five plays, highlighted
by Watkins’ 38-yard catch, and retook the lead 28-24 on
Williams’ 2-yard run with 2:03 left. Moments later, faced
with third-and-10 from the Chiefs’ 34, Charvarius Ward
intercepted Brady’s pass, but Dee Ford was offsides.
Now faced with third-and-5, Brady completed a 25-yard
pass to Rob Gronkowski, and Burkhead scored on the
next play for a 31-28 New England lead with 39 seconds
left. Mahomes quickly completed passes of 21 yards to
Spencer Ware and 27 yards to Demarcus Robinson to
set up Harrison Butker’s 39-yard field goal to force over-
time. The Patriots won the toss, and drove 75 yards in
13 plays, with Brady completing three third-and-10
passes to Julian Edelman (20 and 15 yards) and
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Gronkowski (15 yards) on the drive, and claimed the
AFC title on Burkhead’s 2-yard run. The Patriots ran
twice as many plays (94-47) as the Chiefs. Brady com-
pleted 30 of 46 for 348 yards and 1 touchdown, with 2
interceptions. Michel carried 29 times for 113 yards.
Mahomes was 16 of 31 for 295 yards and 3 touch-
downs.

New England (37) Offense Kansas City (31)
Dwayne Allen TE/WR Tyreek Hill
Trent Brown LT Eric Fisher
Joe Thuney LG Cameron Erving
David Andrews o] Mitch Morse
Shaqg Mason RG Andrew Wylie
Marcus Cannon RT Mitchell Schwartz
Rob Gronkowski TE Travis Kelce
Julian Edelman WR Sammy Watkins
Tom Brady QB Patrick Mahomes
Sony Michel RB Damien Williams
James Develin FB/WR Chris Conley
Defense
Trey Flowers LE Allen Bailey
Lawrence Guy DT/NT Derrick Nnadi
John Simon RE Chris Jones
Dont’a Hightower LB/LOLB Justin Houston
Kyle Van Noy LB/LILB Reggie Ragland
J.C. Jackson CB/RILB Anthony Hitchens
Jonathan Jones CB/ROLB Dee Ford
Jason McCourty LCB Kendall Fuller
Stephon Gilmore RCB Steven Nelson
Patrick Chung S Eric Berry
Devin McCourty S Daniel Sorensen

SUBSTITUTIONS

NEW ENGLAND—Specialists: K—Stephen Gostkow-
ski. P—Ryan Allen. LS—Joe Cardona. Offense: RB—Rex
Burkhead, James White. WR—Phillip Dorsett, Chris
Hogan, Cordarrelle Patterson, Matthew Slater. OL—Ted
Karras, LaAdrian Waddle. Defense: DL—Malcolm Brown,
Adam Butler, Adrian Clayborn. LB—Ramon Humber,
Brandon King, Albert McClellan, Elandon Roberts. CB—
Keion Crossen. DB—Nate Ebner, Duron Harmon, Obi
Melifonwu. Did Not Play: QB—Brian Hoyer. DE—Derek
Rivers. Not Active: TE—Stephen Anderson. OL—James
Ferentz. DL—Keionta Davis, Danny Shelton, Deatrich
Wise, Jr. DE—Ufomba Kamalu. DB—Duke Dawson.
KANSAS CITY—Specialists: K—Harrison Butker. P—
Dustin Colquitt. LS—James Winchester. Offense: RB—
Spencer Ware, Charcandrick West, Darrel Williams.
WR—Gehrig Dieter, Marcus Kemp, Demarcus Robinson.
TE—Demetrius Harris. OL—Austin Reiter. G—Jeff Allen.
Defense: DT—Justin Hamilton, Xavier Williams. LB—Ben
Niemann, Breeland Speaks, Frank Zombo. CB—Tremon
Smith, Charvarius Ward. S—Jordan Lucas. DB—Eric
Murray. Did Not Play: QB—Chad Henne. CB—Orlando
Scandrick. Not Active: WR—Kelvin Benjamin. TE—Deon
Yelder. C—Jimmy Murray. G—Laurent Duvernay-Tardif,
Kahlil McKenzie. LB—Tanoh Kpassagnon, Dorian
O’Daniel.

OFFICIALS

Referee—Clete Blakeman. Umpire—Bryan Neale.
Down Judge—Dana McKenzie. Line Judge—Kent
Payne. Side Judge—Brad Freeman. Field Judge—
Terry Brown. Back Judge—Greg Meyer. Replay
Official—Carl Madsen.

SCORING

New England 7 7 3 14 6 — 37

Kansas City 0O 0 7 24 0 — 31

NE — Michel 1 run (Gostkowski kick)

NE — Dorsett 29 pass from Brady (Gostkowski
kick)

KC — Kelce 12 pass from Mahomes (Butker kick)

NE — FG Gostkowski 47

KC — Dam. Williams 1 pass from Mahomes (Butker
kick)

KC — Dam. Williams 23 pass from Mahomes (Butker
kick)

NE — Michel 10 run (Gostkowski kick)

KC — Dam. Williams 2 run (Butker kick)

NE — Burkhead 4 run (Gostkowski kick)
KC — FG Butker 39
NE — Burkhead 2 run

TEAM STATISTICS NE KC
Total First Downs 36 18
Rushing 15 3
Passing 20 11
Penalty 1 4
Total Net Yardage 524 290
Total Offensive Plays 94 47
Average Gain Per Offensive Play 5.6 6.2
Rushes 48 12
Yards Gained Rushing (Net) 176 41
Average Yards per Rush 3.7 3.4
Passes Attempted 46 31
Passes Completed 30 16
Had Intercepted 2 0
Tackled Attempting to Pass 0 4
Yards Lost Attempting to Pass 0 46
Yards Gained Passing (Net) 348 249
Punts 2 5
Average Distance 37.5 43.4
Punt Returns 3 1
Punt Return Yardage 38 -1
Kickoff Returns 4 5
Kickoff Return Yardage 82 116
Interception Return Yardage 0 24
Total Return Yardage (not incl. kickoffs) 38 13
Fumbles 0 1
Fumbles Lost 0 0
Own Fumbles Recovered 0 1
Opponent Fumbles Recovered 0 0
Penalties 6 4
Yards Penalized 61 28
Field Goals 1 1
Field Goals Attempted 1 1
Third-Down Efficiency 13/19 4/9

Fourth-Down Efficiency 1/2 0/0
Time of Possession 43:59

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING: NE: Michel 29-113-2, Burkhead 12-41-2,
White 6-23-0, Brady 1-(-1)-0. KC: Dam. Williams 10-30-1.
Mahomes 2-11-0.

PASSING: NE: Brady 46-30-348-1-2. KC: Mahomes
31-16-295-3-0.

RECEIVING: NE: Edelman 7-96-0, Gronkowski 6-79-0,
Hogan 5-45-0, White 4-49-0, Burkhead 4-23-0, Patterson
2-18-0, Dorsett 1-29-1, Develin 1-9-0. KC: Dam. Wiiliams
5-66-2, Watkins 4-114-0, Kelce 3-23-1, Hill 1-42-0, Robin-
son 1-27-0, Ware 1-21-0, D. Harris 1-2-0.

KICKOFF RETURNS: NE: Patterson 3-80-0, Develin
1-2-0. KC: Tr. Smith 4-99-0, Harris 1-17-0.

PUNT RETURNS: NE: Edelman 3-38-0.

KC: Hill 1-(-11)-0.

PUNTING: NE: Allen 2-75-37.5.

KC: Colquitt 5-217-43.4

INTERCEPTIONS: NE: None. KC: Sorensen 1-24-0,
Ragland 1-0-0.

SACKS: NE: Van Noy 2, Flowers 1, Guy 0.5, Simon
0.5. KC: None.

2017

NEW ENGLAND 24, JACKSONVILLE 20—Tom Brady
passed for 290 yards and 2 fourth-quarter touchdowns
as the Patriots rallied from a 10-point deficit to register
their record 10th AFC title. The Patriots opened the
game with a 10-play drive capped by Stephen
Gostkowski’s 31-yard field goal. Following an exchange
of punts, the Jaguars needed just 7 plays to drive 76
yards, with Blake Bortles completing all 5 of his pass at-
tempts, including 20- and 24-yard connections with
Corey Grant, to set up Marcedes Lewis’ 4-yard touch-
down catch. The Jaguars’ defense then forced a three-
and-out, and Jacksonville drove 77 yards in 10 plays,
with Bortles going 4-for-4, and Leonard Fournette fin-
ishing the drive with a 4-yard run for a 14-3 lead with
7:06 left in the half. Adam Butler had a key sack of Bor-
tles on third down just before the 2-minute warning to
get the ball back in Brady’s hands. The Patriots needed
just 67 seconds to drive 85 yards, highlighted by con-
secutive defensive penalties by the Jaguars covering
47 yards, with James White’s 1-yard touchdown run
cutting the deficit to 14-10 at the half. The Jaguars
opened the second half with Josh Lambo’s 54-yard
field goal, and later took nearly 5 minute