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GRADUATION TIME FOR MANY NFL PLAYERS 

Wide receiver JERRY RICE has had a very accomplished NFL career.  He is the league’s all-time touchdown leader (187) and holds records for career receptions (1,281) and receiving yards (19,247) among others.  But earlier this month, Rice reached yet another milestone – earning his college degree from Mississippi Valley State.

“Earning my degree has proven to be as fulfilling as winning the Super Bowl,” says Rice, who received his bachelor’s degree in health and physical education.  “It took a lot of hard work and dedication, much like the effort I’ve put into training for football.  I’m very proud of this achievement and I encourage others to finish school.”

Rice is among the many NFL players this spring who – in addition to participating in offseason workouts and minicamps – have completed classroom work for their college degrees.

Philadelphia wide receiver JAMES THRASH earned his degree from Missouri Southern after changing majors from business/marketing to criminal justice.

“I grew up around some rough kids and I saw how easy it was for them to be distracted,” says Thrash.  “Someday I would like to help them stay focused on the positive things in life.”

Cleveland Browns tackle ROMAN OBEN earned his master’s degree in public administration from Fairleigh Dickinson.  “It was something I wanted to accomplish,” says Oben.  “The NFL Player Development Department presented a great opportunity.  I wanted to take advantage of it.  The more opportunities I give myself the better.”
Many of the NFL players who earned their college degrees this spring did so through the Continuing Education Program of the NFL Player Development Department.  

Celebrating its 10th Anniversary, NFL Player Development was created in 1991 by NFL Commissioner PAUL TAGLIABUE to assist players and their families in their lives off the field.  In that time, more than 3,000 players and their wives have returned to college as part of the Continuing Education Program.

Other NFL players earning diplomas this spring include Oakland Raiders safety CALVIN BRANCH, Tampa Bay Buccaneers safety DEXTER JACKSON and Atlanta Falcons cornerback DARRICK VAUGHN.

“I like working with numbers and I like the creative part of advertising and sales,” says Branch, who earned his bachelor’s in business administration with a concentration in marketing from Colorado State.   “I am interested in how all of the information is put together in business plans and forms.”

Jackson, who earned his degree in family and child science from Florida State, fulfilled a promise in the process.  “I finally did it,” he said.  “I came to college to get this piece of paper and to fulfill the promise to my mom.  I can’t explain how it felt.  It was like a tingling going through my whole body.  I looked down at her and she had tears in her eyes.  I didn’t cry...but I was close.”

Said Vaughn, a graduate from Southwest Texas State with a degree in math:  "Going back to school to get my degree was a life-long dream and accomplishment.  I made a promise to myself and my family that I would finish school and get my degree.  I know that football will not last forever.  I would like to teach math and coach football at the high school level when I am done.”

Following are some NFL veterans who earned or will earn their college degrees this offseason:

	PLAYER
	COLLEGE
	MAJOR

	Carolina CB Rashard Anderson
	Jackson State
	Criminal Justice

	Oakland S Calvin Branch
	Colorado State
	Business Administration

	Pittsburgh DT Kendrick Clancy
	Mississippi
	Criminal Justice

	San Francisco TE Greg Clark
	Stanford
	Psychology

	Carolina DE Robert Daniel
	Northwestern State
	Criminal Justice

	New Orleans QB Jake Delhomme
	Louisiana-Lafayette
	General Studies

	Tennessee Titans RB Eddie George
	Ohio State
	Landscape Architecture

	Minnesota DT Chris Hovan
	Boston College
	Communications

	Carolina CB Reggie Howard
	Memphis 
	Marketing

	Tampa Bay S Dexter Jackson
	Florida State
	Family & Child Science

	New England DT David Nugent
	Purdue
	Exercise & Fitness

	Cleveland T Roman Oben
	Fairleigh Dickinson
	Public Administration (Masters)

	Detroit RB Brock Olivo
	Missouri
	English

	San Francisco CB Pierson Prioleau
	Virginia Tech
	Interdisciplinary Studies

	San Francisco WR Jerry Rice
	Mississippi Valley State
	Health & Physical Education

	Atlanta RB Maurice Smith
	North Carolina A&T
	Agriculture & Bio-System Engineering

	Philadelphia WR James Thrash
	Missouri Southern
	Criminal Justice

	Atlanta CB Darrick Vaughn
	Southwest Texas State
	Mathematics

	Pittsburgh CB Dewayne Washington
	North Carolina State
	Community Relations Management


