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GENERAL

 QUICK FACTS
GENERAL INFORMATION

Location. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Knoxville, Tenn.
Founded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 1794 (As Blount College)
Affiliation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        NCAA Division I
Conference. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Southeastern (SEC)
Enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             (38,728)
Colors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Orange & White
Nickname . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Lady Volunteers
Mascot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Smokey
Band. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Pride of the Southland
Home Arena/Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Food City Center/The Summitt
Capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 21,678

UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS PERSONNEL

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Randy Boyd (Tennessee, 1979)
Chancellor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Dr. Donde Plowman (SMU, 1974)
Faculty Athletics Rep. (Interim). . . . . . .      Dr. Matt Harris (Virginia, 2000)
Vice Chancellor/Dir. of Athletics . . .   Dr. Daniel J. White (Notre Dame, 2002)
Senior Associate A.D./SWA. . . . . . . . .        Angie Boyd Keck (Tennessee, 1994)
Sr. Assoc. A.D./Assoc. Provost/Co-WBB Admin. . . . .    Marshall Steward (Indiana St., 2006) 

TEAM INFORMATION

2023-24 Overall Record. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         20-13
2023-24 Overall Record Breakdown. . Home (11-4), Away (5-6), Neutral (4-3)
2023-24 SEC Record/Finish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  10-6/4th
2023-24 SEC Record Breakdown. . . .   Home (6-2), Away (4-4), Neutral (0-0)
NCAA Tournament Finish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Second Round
SEC Tournament Finish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Semifinals
Final National Rankings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        RV - AP/RV - USA Today
Letterwinners Returning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             7
Letterwinners Lost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  4
Starters Returning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   2
Starters Lost. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        3
Newcomers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         7

TEAM HISTORY

First Season Of Basketball. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1903
All-Time Overall Record. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                1,471-385 (.793)
All-Time SEC Record. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    448-102 (.815)
All-Time SEC Tournament Record. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           86-28 (.754)
All-Time NCAA Tournament Record . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        131-34 (.794)
All-Time Record At Food City Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       519-60 (.896)
NCAA Appearances/Last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     42/2024
NCAA Regional Appearances/Last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            36/2023
NCAA Final Four Appearances/Last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            18/2008
NCAA Championships/Last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    8/2008
SEC Regular Season Championships/Last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       18/2015
SEC Tournament Championships/Last. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          17/2014
All-Americans/Honors (WBCA 21/36). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             22/37
WNBA Players . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     53
Draft Picks/First Round Picks/No. 1 Picks (Including Elite Draft). . . 46/21/3
Olympic Players/Appearances. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    15/21
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame Inductees (Players/Coaches/Admins.). . .  10/3/2

LADY VOL BASKETBALL STAFF

Head Coach. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Kim Caldwell (Glenville State [W.Va.], 2011)
Year At Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         First
Career Record/Years As A Head Coach. . . . . . . .        217-31 (.875)/9th Year
Record at Tennessee/Years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       0-0 (.000)/First
Career NCAA Appearances As Head Coach. . Eight (1 NCAA DI/7 NCAA DII)
NCAA Appearances While Head Coach At UT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  N/A
Assistant Coach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Roman Tubner (Centenary [La.], 2011)
Year At Tennessee/In Coaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1st/14th
Assistant Coach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Gabe Lazo (Barry, 2008)
Year At Tennessee/In Coaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          First/8th
Assistant Coach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Jenna Burdette (Dayton, 2018)
Year At Tennessee/In Coaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          First/6th
Assistant Coach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Angel Rizor (Cincinnati, 2020)
Year At Tennessee/As Assistant Coach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   First/Third
Assistant Coach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Lexie Barrier (JMU, 2020)
Year At Tennessee/In Coaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    First/Fourth
Exec. Dir. of BB Ops./Chief of Staff. .   Dr. Catherine Greene (North Carolina, 2008)
Dir. of Student-Athlete Success & Ext. Relations. .  Heather Ervin (Troy, 1999)
Director of Video & Creative Content. .   Josh Theis (Xavier [OH], 2019)
Grad. Assts.. . .   Mashayla Cecil (Glenville State, 2022), Maggie Stanley (Marshall, 2020)
Director of Sports Performance. . .  Nolan Harvath (Southern Indiana, 2013)
Associate Director of Sports Medicine . . . . . . . .        Casi Dailey (Hope, 2008)
Assistant Director of Operations. . . . . . . . . . .           Haley Hall (Oklahoma, 2019)
Basketball Address. . . . . . . . . . 207 Food City Center, 1600 Phillip Fulmer Way, 37996
Best Time To Call For Media Interviews . .   Contact Media Relations To Schedule

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS

Assoc. Director - Strategic Comms./WBB Contact. . .    Eric Trainer (Arkansas, 1988)
Email Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     etrainer@utk.edu
Cell Phone / Office Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . .            (865) 603-2916 / (865) 974-8173
Exec. Assoc. A.D. of Brand Adv./Chief Comms. Officer....Jason Baum (West Virginia, 2000)
Associate A.D. - Strategic Comms. (FB Contact). . . . . . .      Bill Martin (LSU, 2007) 
Associate A.D. - Strategic Comms. (MBB Contact). .  Alex Schwartz (Miami, 2013)
Associate Dir. - Strategic Comms.. . . . . .     Sean Barows (South Florida, 2012)
Asst. Dir. - Strategic Comms. . . . . . . . . . . .          Forest Jersey (Tennessee, 2015)
Asst. Dir. - Strategic Comms. . . . . . . . . . .          Shane Switzer (Tennessee, 2016)
Asst. Dir. - Strategic Comms. . . . . . . . . . . . .              Josh Lively (Tennessee, 2016)
Asst. Dir. - Strategic Comms. . . . . . . . . . .            Liz Kilpatrick (Tennessee, 2024)
Historian/Special Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Bud Ford (Tennessee, 1966)
Grad. Asst. - Strategic Comms. (WBB Secondary). . Quinn Madden (Shepherd, 2023)
Grad. Asst. - Strategic Comms.. . . . . . . . .        Preston Jones (Tennessee, 2023)
Press Row Phone Number. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             (865) 974-0110
Mail/Overnight Address. . UT Strategic Comms., Anderson Training Center, 
Ground Floor, 1551 Lake Loudoun Blvd., Knoxville, TN 37996
Athletics Website. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    UTSports.com
Women’s BB Twitter Account. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       @LadyVol_Hoops
Women’s BB Instagram Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    @LadyVol_Hoops
Women’s BB Facebook Page. . . . . . . . . .          www.facebook.com/BallWithTheLadyVols

LADY VOL NETWORK

Flagship Station. . . . . . . . . . . . .              Sports Radio WNML (FM 99.1, AM 990)
Play-By-Play Announcer (Year With Lady Vols). . . . . . .      Brian Rice (Third)
Network Address. . . . . . .       6701 Baum Dr., Suite 100, Knoxville, TN 37919
Network Contact/Phone Number . . .    Glenn Thackston/(865) 212-3570
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 2024-25 SCHEDULE

Date	 Day	 Opponent	 Location	 TV	 TIME (ET)

OCTOBER
Oct. 31	 Thursday	 Carson-Newman (Exh.)	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER
Nov. 5	 Tuesday	 Samford	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 7	 Thursday	 UT Martin	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 12	 Tuesday	 Middle Tennessee  	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 16	 Saturday	 Liberty	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 Noon
Nov. 26	 Tuesday	 Western Carolina	 Knoxville	 SEC Network	 7:00 p.m.

DECEMBER
Dec. 4	 Wednesday	 Florida State (SEC-ACC WBB Challenge)	 Knoxville	 SEC Network	 7:15 p.m.
Dec. 7	 Saturday	 Iowa (Shark Beauty Women’s Champions Classic)	Brooklyn, N.Y. 	 FOX	 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 14	 Saturday	 North Carolina Central	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 18	 Wednesday	 Memphis	 Lynchburg, Va.	 ESPN+ (Live Stream)	 2:00 p.m.

West Palm Beach Classic
Dates: Dec. 20 & 21 | Venue: Massimino Court / Keiser University � �
Dec. 20	 Friday	 vs. Richmond	 West Palm Beach, Fla.	 TBD  	 2:15 p.m.
Dec. 21	 Saturday	 vs. Tulsa	 West Palm Beach, Fla.	 TBD 	 11:00 a.m.

Dec. 29	 Sunday	 Winthrop	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 2:00 p.m.

JANUARY
Jan. 2	 Thursday	 Texas A&M	 College Station, Texas	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 8:00 p.m.
Jan. 5	 Sunday	 Oklahoma	 Knoxville	 ESPN	 3:00 p.m.
Jan. 9	 Thursday	 LSU	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 12	 Sunday	 Arkansas	 Fayetteville, Ark.	 SEC Network	 1:00 p.m.
Jan. 16	 Thursday	 Mississippi State	 Knoxville	 SEC Network	 7:00 p.m.
Jan. 19	 Sunday	 Vanderbilt	 Nashville, Tenn.	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 3:00 p.m.
Jan. 23	 Thursday	 Texas	 Austin, Texas	 SEC Network	 9:00 p.m.
Jan. 27	 Monday	 South Carolina	 Knoxville	 ESPN2	 7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY
Feb. 2	 Sunday	 Missouri	 Columbia, Mo.	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 3:00 p.m.
Feb. 6	 Thursday	 UConn	 Knoxville	 ESPN	 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 9	 Sunday	 LSU	 Baton Rouge, La.	 ESPN	 4:00 p.m.
Feb. 13	 Thursday	 Auburn	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 16	 Sunday	 Ole Miss	 Knoxville	 SEC Network	 Noon
Feb. 20	 Thursday	 Alabama	 Knoxville	 SECN+ (Live Stream)	 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 23	 Sunday	 Florida	 Gainesville, Fla.	 SEC Network	 1:00 p.m.
Feb. 27	 Thursday	 Kentucky	 Lexington, Ky.	 SEC Network	 7:00 p.m.

MARCH
March 2	 Sunday	 Georgia (Senior Day)	 Knoxville	 SEC Network	 Noon

SEC TOURNAMENT 
Dates: March 5-9 | Venue: Bon Secours Wellness Arena
Mar. 5-9	 Wed.-Sun.	 SEC Tournament	 Greenville, S.C.	 SEC Network/ESPN	 TBD

NCAA TOURNAMENT
Dates: March 19-April 6
Mar. 19-20	 Wed.-Thu.	 NCAA First Four 	 TBD	 TBD	 TBD
Mar. 21-24	 Fri.-Mon.	 NCAA First & Second Rounds 	 TBD	 TBD	 TBD
Mar. 28-31	 Fri.-Mon.	 NCAA Regionals 	 Birmingham, Ala./Spokane, Wash.	 TBD	 TBD
Apr. 4	 Fri.	 NCAA Final Four Semifinals 	 Tampa, Fla.	 TBD	 TBD
Apr. 6	 Sun.	 NCAA Final Four Champ. Game	 Tampa, Fla.	 TBD	 TBD
	
ALL TIMES LISTED AS EASTERN / Times, dates & TV schedules subject to change -- Please check UTSports.com for 
the most current schedule information. / TBD - To Be Determined / * - SEC Game / Games listed ESPN2/SEC Network 
are considered net flex and will be determined 7-10 days out. / All games on ESPN networks (ESPN, ESPN2, ESPNU and 
SEC Network) are also available through the ESPN App, which is accessible on computers, smartphones, tablets and 
connected devices nationwide at no additional cost to fans who receive their high-speed Internet connection or video 
subscription from an affiliated service provider. Institutions can produce for SEC Network+ (SECN+) any conference and 
non-conference games that are not otherwise televised, which will be available on the ESPN app and SECSports.com.
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GENERAL

 NUMERICAL ROSTER
 	No.	 Name		  Ht.	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Hometown	 High School/Last School
	 0		 Jewel Spear		  5-10	 G	 5TH	 The Colony, Texas	 The Colony H.S./Wake Forest
	  1	 Sara Puckett		 6-2	 F	 SR	 Muscle Shoals, Ala. 	 Muscle Shoals H.S.
	  2	 Ruby Whitehorn	 6-0	 G	 JR	 Detroit, Mich.	 Detroit Edison P.S. Academy/Clemson
	  4	 Kaniya Boyd		  5-9	 G	 R-FR	 Las Vegas, Nev.	 Centennial H.S.	
	  5	 Kaiya Wynn		  6-0	 G	 SR	 Nashville, Tenn.	 Foster H.S. (Richmond, Texas)	
	  7	 Samara Spencer	 5-7	 G	 SR	 Fort Lauderdale, Fla.	St. Thomas Aquinas H.S./Arkansas
	 10	 Destinee Wells	 5-6	 G	 R-SR*	 Lakeland, Tenn.	 Houston H.S./Belmont		
	 11	 Zee Spearman	 6-4	 F	 JR	 Dacula, Ga.	 Dacula H.S./Miami (Fla.)
	 12	 Edie Darby		  5-7	 G	 JR	 Greenfield, Tenn.	 Greenfield H.S.
	 13	 Avery Strickland	 5-10	 G	 JR	 Knoxville, Tenn.	 Farragut H.S./Pitt
	 15	 Favor Ayodele	 6-1	 F	 5TH	 Móstoles, Spain	 IES Manuela Malasaña/Pitt
	 21	 Tess Darby		  6-1	 G/F	 5TH	 Greenfield, Tenn.	 Greenfield H.S.
	 33	 Alyssa Latham	 6-2	 F	 SO	 Glenwood, Ill.	 Homewood-Flossmoor H.S./Syracuse
	 53	 Jillian Hollingshead	 6-5	 F	 SR	 Gainesville, Ga.	 McEachern H.S./Georgia
	 55	 Talaysia Cooper	 6-0	 G	 R-SO	 Turbeville, S.C.	 East Clarendon H.S./South Carolina

 ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
 	No.	 Name		  Ht.	 Pos.	 Yr.	 Hometown	 High School/Last School
	 15	 Favor Ayodele	 6-1	 F	 5TH	 Móstoles, Spain	 IES Manuela Malasaña/Pitt
	  4	 Kaniya Boyd		  5-9	 G	 R-FR	 Las Vegas, Nev.	 Centennial H.S.	
	 55	 Talaysia Cooper	 6-0	 G	 R-SO	 Turbeville, S.C.	 East Clarendon H.S./South Carolina
	 12	 Edie Darby		  5-7	 G	 JR	 Greenfield, Tenn.	 Greenfield H.S.
	 21	 Tess Darby		  6-1	 G/F	 5TH	 Greenfield, Tenn.	 Greenfield H.S.
	 53	 Jillian Hollingshead	 6-5	 F	 SR	 Gainesville, Ga.	 McEachern H.S./Georgia
	 33	 Alyssa Latham	 6-2	 F	 SO	 Glenwood, Ill.	 Homewood-Flossmoor H.S./Syracuse
	  1	 Sara Puckett		 6-2	 F	 SR	 Muscle Shoals, Ala. 	 Muscle Shoals H.S.
	 0		 Jewel Spear		  5-10	 G	 5TH	 The Colony, Texas	 The Colony H.S./Wake Forest
	 11	 Zee Spearman	 6-4	 F	 JR	 Dacula, Ga.	 Dacula H.S./Miami (Fla.)
	  7	 Samara Spencer	 5-7	 G	 SR	 Fort Lauderdale, Fla.	St. Thomas Aquinas H.S./Arkansas
	 13	 Avery Strickland	 5-10	 G	 JR	 Knoxville, Tenn.	 Farragut H.S./Pitt
	 10	 Destinee Wells	 5-6	 G	 R-SR*	 Lakeland, Tenn.	 Houston H.S./Belmont		
	  2	 Ruby Whitehorn	 6-0	 G	 JR	 Detroit, Mich.	 Detroit Edison P.S. Academy/Clemson
	  5	 Kaiya Wynn		  6-0	 G	 SR	 Nashville, Tenn.	 Foster H.S. (Richmond, Texas)	

    * Player has option of an extra year due to coronavirus (COVID-19) global pandemic

Front Row (L-R): Edie Darby, Samara Spencer, Jewel Spear, Ruby Whitehorn, Avery Strickland, Kaniya Boyd, Destinee Wells.
Back Row (L-R): Kaiya Wynn, Favor Ayodele, Sara Puckett, Jillian Hollingshead, Zee Spearman, Alyssa Latham, Tess Darby, Talaysia Cooper.

2024-25 TENNESSEE LADY VOLUNTEERS
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Head Coach: Kim Caldwell
Assistant Coach: Roman Tubner
Assistant Coach: Gabe Lazo
Assistant Coach: Jenna Burdette
Assistant Coach: Angel Rizor
Assistant Coach: Lexie Barrier
Executive Dir. of Basketball Ops./Chief of Staff: Dr. Catherine Greene
Dir. of Student-Athlete Success & Ext. Relations: Heather Ervin
Director of Video & Creative Content: Josh Theis
Dir. of Women’s Basketball Sports Performance: Nolan Harvath
Assistant Director of Operations: Haley Hall
Graduate Assistant: Mashayla Cecil 
Graduate Assistant: Maggie Stanley
Associate Director of Sports Medicine: Casi Dailey 

4 – Kaniya Boyd – kuh-NYE-uh
5 – Kaiya Wynn – KY-ya WIN 
11 – Samara Spencer – suh-MARE-uh
12 – Edie Darby – E-dee
15 – Favor Ayodele – FAY-ver AH-jo-DAY-lay
33 - Alyssa Latham – uh-LISS-uh LAY-thum
53 – Jillian Hollingshead – HAW-ling-shed 
55 – Talaysia Cooper – tuh-LAY-zhuh
Mashayla Cecil – muh-SHAY-luh
Casi Dailey – CASS-ee
Nolan Harvath – HAR-vath	
Gabe Lazo – LAZ-oh
Angel Rizor – RYE-zer	
Josh Theis – TICE	
Dacula – duh-CUE-luh 
IES Manuela Malasaña – MON-well-uh mall-uh-SAWN-yuh
McEachern H.S. – mick-E-churn
Móstoles, Spain - MOST-oh-less
Turbeville, S.C. - TER-bee-ville
 

 STAFF  PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

SQUAD BREAKDOWN

No.	 Name	 Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Pts 	 Rebs	 Other	 Notes
0	 Jewel Spear	 G	 5-10	 5TH	 13.1	 4.4	 43% FG/84% FT	 Top ret. scorer/Top ret. in 3FG (69)/Top ret. in assts. (71)
1	 Sara Puckett	 F	 6-2	 SR	 9.9	 4.9	 45% FG/86% FT	 Top ret. rebounder/No. 2 ret. scorer/No. 3 ret. in 3FG (38) 

	

No.	 Name	 Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Pts	 Rebs	 Other	 Notes
10	 Destinee Wells	 G	 5-6	 R-SR	 6.8	 2.3	 3.5 apg./81% FT	 10 GP/Season-ending inj./16.8 ppg. & 4.6 apg. career avgs.
21	 Tess Darby	 G/F	 6-1	 5TH	 5.2	 3.4	 32% 3FG	 33 GP/No. 2 ret. in 3FG (44)/No. 5 in UT career 3FG (170)	 
53	 Jillian Hollingshead	 F	 6-5	 SR	 4.6	 4.5	 41% FG	 31 GP/8 GS/13 blks.	
 5	 Kaiya Wynn	 G	 6-0	 SR	 4.4	 2.6	 39% FG	 33 GP/No. 2 ret. in assts. (52) 
12	 Edie Darby	 G	 5-7	 JR	 1.1	 0.8	 100% FT	 13 GP	
13	 Avery “Ace” Strickland	 G	 5-10	 JR	 0.9	 0.8	 N/A	 20 GP

No.	 Name	 Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Pts	 Rebs	 Other	 Notes
55	 (1) Talaysia Cooper	 G	 6-0	 R-SO	 2.9	 1.8	 1.3 apg.	 2023-24 redshirt/2022 McD A-A/No. 18 in 2022 espnW 100
 7	 (2) Samara Spencer	 G	 5-7	 SR	 13.9	 4.6 	 74% FT/3.5 apg.	 33 GS/No. 1 in assts. (115)/26 games in double figures	
 2	 (3) Ruby Whitehorn	 G	 6-0	 JR	 12.3	 5.6	 46.4% FG/25 3FG	 29 GS/No. 2 in assts. (51), stls. (45), blks. (14)
33	 (4) Alyssa Latham	 F	 6-2	 SO	 8.6	 7.0	 46% FG	 26 GS/SU’s top rebounder/2024 ACC All-Freshman Team
11	 (5) Zee Spearman	 F	 6-4	 JR	 6.3	 6.0	 50% FG	 10 GS/UM’s top rebounder/Four double-doubles
15	 (6) Favor Ayodele	 F	 6-1	 5TH	 4.7	 6.2	 46.4% FG	 15 GS/Grabbed 10 or more rebounds nine times
 4	 Kaniya Boyd	 G	 5-9	 R-FR	 ----	 ----	 ----	 2023-24 redshirt/mid-year enrollee/No. 35 in 2024 espnW 100

(1) 2022-23 at South Carolina, (2) Last season at Arkansas, (3) Last season at Clemson, (4) Last season at Syracuse, (5) Last season at Miami, (6) Last season at Pitt

No.	 Name	 Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Pts	 Rebs	 Other	 Notes
2	 Rickea Jackson	 F	 6-2	 5TH	 20.2	 8.2	 49% FG/78% FT	 Four-time WBCA A-A HM/3-time All-SEC/WNBA No. 4 pick	 
15	 Jasmine Powell	 G	 5-6	 5TH         9.3     	 4.7	 75% FT/4.3 apg.	 Led team in assts. (136) and stls. (29)/22 3FG
20	 Tamari Key	 C	 6-6	 R-SR	 5.0	 3.7	 57% FG/52 blks.	 Two-time SEC All-Defensive, 2022 All-SEC	  	
 

No.	 Name	 Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Pts	 Rebs	 Other	 Notes
11	 Karoline Striplin	 F	 6-3	 JR	 7.2	 3.1	 49% FG/76% FT	 33 GP/11 GS/Fifth-leading scorer/18 3FG/14 blks.

 STARTERS RETURNING (2)

 STARTERS LOST (3)

 NEWCOMERS (7)

 OTHER PLAYERS RETURNING (6)

 OTHER LOSSES (1)
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KIM CALDWELL ERA BEGINS
• 	Kim Caldwell was announced as Tennessee's new head 

coach on April 7, 2024, becoming the fourth leader of the 
Lady Vols during the NCAA era.

• 	Caldwell will begin her ninth season as a head coach with 
an overall record of 217-31 (.875), including 149-13 (.920) in 
conference games.

• 	She has directed teams to eight NCAA Tournaments, 
one NCAA title (NCAA DII, 2022), two NCAA Final Fours 
(NCAA DII, 2022 & 2023), seven conference champion-
ships and five conference tournament crowns in eight 
years as a head coach.

• 	The Parkersburg, W. Va., native arrived in Knoxville after 
leading Marshall to a 26-7 record (17-1 in the Sun Belt Con-
ference) in 2023-24, a sweep of SBC regular season and 
tournament titles and the school's first appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament since 1997. She was named 2024 Sun 
Belt Conference Coach of the Year and Spalding Maggie 
Dixon WBCA Division I Rookie Coach of the Year for her 
impressive job with the Thundering Herd.

• 	Prior to that, she guided Glenville State (W. Va.) to a 191-24 
(.888) mark in seven campaigns, earning the Pat Summitt 
Trophy as the NCAA Division II National Coach of the Year 
after guiding the Pioneers to a 35-1 record and the 2021-22 
national championship.

EXPECT FAST AND FURIOUS
• 	Caldwell brings a high-octane offense and pressure de-

fense to Rocky Top, which her previous teams executed 
extremely well.

• 	Her first Marshall team last season ranked No. 4 nationally 
at 85.3 ppg., which incredibly is the lowest ranking and 
average her teams have ever had.

• 	Caldwell's units have never ranked worse than fifth nation-
ally for three-pointers made per contest, rating No. 3 in 
2023-24 at 10.6 per contest.

• 	Marshall averaged 13.2 steals per game a year ago, ranking 
No. 3 in the NCAA. Her teams have never been lower than 
fourth in steals per contest.

• 	The Thundering Herd forced foes into 24.2 turnovers per 

game in 2023-24, ranking No. 2 in the country, and placed 
third in turnover margin (7.94).

• 	Caldwell squads also hit the offensive glass hard, ranking 
in the NCAA's top six seven times, including No. 5 a year 
ago at 16.4 o-boards per game.

SPEAR, PUCKETT LEAD RETURNING CAST
• 	Tennessee welcomes back eight players from a year ago, 

including two starters, and features seven who will com-
pete as Lady Vols for the first time.

• 	UT returns Jewel Spear (13.1 ppg., 69 3FGs) and Sara Puck-
ett (9.9 ppg., 4.9 rpg., 38 3FGs) the only Lady Vols to start 
all 33 games a year ago.

• 	Tess Darby (5.2 ppg., 3.4 rpg., 44 3FGs), whose 170 career 
treys rank No. 5 in program history, has started 73 games 
and played in 113 while at UT. 

• 	Jillian Hollingshead (4.6 ppg., 4.5 rpg.) and Kaiya Wynn 
(4.4 ppg., 2.6 rpg.) were key reserves a year ago, with Hol-
lingshead notching eight starts.

• 	Destinee Wells (6.8 ppg., 3.5 apg.) played in 10 games in 
2023-24 after transferring from Belmont and is returning 
from a season-ending injury.

STRONG PORTAL REINFORCEMENTS
• 	Caldwell added five transfers via the portal, filling needs 

in the areas of scoring, rebounding, defense, athleticism, 
experience and depth. 

• 	Samara Spencer (13.9 ppg., 3.5 apg., 40 3FGs) and Ruby 
Whitehorn (12.3 ppg., 5.6 rpg., 25 3FGs) were starters at 
Arkansas and Clemson, respectively.

• 	Alyssa Latham (8.6 ppg., 7.0 rpg., ACC All-Freshman) and 
Zee Spearman (6.3 ppg., 6.0 rpg.) started at Syracuse and 
Miami, respectively.

• 	Favor Ayodele (4.7 ppg., 6.2 rpg., grabbed 10 rebs. nine 
times) was a part-time starter at Pitt and former two-time 
JUCO All-American.

ROSTER LOADED WITH EXPERIENCE
• 	Tennessee features a roster with eight members who are 

seniors or fifth-year players and 12 total who are classified 
as juniors or above.

• 	Eleven of UT's 15 players have started games during their 
careers.

• 	UT's roster members combined for 199 starts during the 
2023-24 campaign and a total of 567 during their careers.

• 	Jewel Spear (121), Samara Spencer (97), Destinee Wells 
(94), Tess Darby (73), Ruby Whitehorn (62) and Sara 
Puckett (50) lead UT in career starts.

• 	Others with college starts include Alyssa Latham (26), Fa-
vor Ayodele (15), Avery Strickland (11), Zee Spearman (10) 
and Jillian Hollingshead (8).

REDSHIRTS SET TO MAKE UT DEBUTS
• 	Tennessee welcomes two lightning-quick redshirt guards 

who were top-35 players coming out of high school.
• 	Talaysia Cooper redshirted after playing a season at South 

Carolina. She was a McDonald's High School All-American 
and ranked No. 18 by espnW in 2022. 

• 	Kaniya Boyd was rated No. 35 in the 2024 espnW class 
rankings and enrolled at UT in January 2024 after suffer-
ing an injury prior to her senior year of high school. 

KEY LOSSES FROM A YEAR AGO
• 	Tennessee lost four players from 2023-24, led by Rickea 

Jackson, an All-SEC First Team and All-America honorable 
mention selection who was the No. 4 overall pick in the 
WNBA Draft. Jackson averaged 20.2 ppg. and 8.2 rpg. to 
pace the team in each category last season.

• 	Guard Jasmine Powell (9.3 ppg. 4.7 rpg., 4.3 apg.), center 

 PRESEASON NOTEBOOK

Jewel Spear led Tennessee with 69 three-pointers in 2023-24 and is 
the Lady Vols' top returning scorer at 13.1 points per game.
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Tamari Key (5.0 ppg., 3.7 rpg., 1.6 bpg.) and forward Karo-
line Striplin (7.2 ppg., 3.1 rpg.) also are gone after earning 
30, 14 and 11 starts a year ago, respectively.

SIZING UP CALDWELL'S STAFF
• 	Kim Caldwell built her first staff at Tennessee by hiring five 

people with whom she's worked before, another who was 
in the orbit of her previous staff members, and two vet-
eran coaches from SEC schools.

• 	Caldwell recruited Roman Tubner and Gabe Lazo, asso-
ciate head coaches at Alabama and Mississippi State, to 
make the move to Knoxville and join her staff as assistants.

• 	Two more assistants, Jenna Burdette and Angel Rizor, 
followed Caldwell to Tennessee after each served stints 
alongside her at Glenville State and Marshall.

• 	The fifth assistant, Lexie Barrier came to UT after spending 
the past two seasons at JMU. She previously worked at 
Marshall as an assistant in 2021-22 alongside Jenna Bur-
dette prior to Caldwell's arrival.

• 	Graduate assistants Mashayla Cecil and Maggie Stanley 
also came from Marshall, where Cecil was an assistant 
coach and Stanley was Caldwell's director of operations. 
Cecil also played for Caldwell at Glenville State from 2019-
22.

• 	Nolan Harvath, UT's director of women's basketball sports 
performance, came from West Virginia University, but he 
previously served as Caldwell's director of strength and 
conditioning at Glenville State from 2018-20.

• 	Caldwell retained five staff members from the previous re-
gime, including Dr. Catherine Greene, executive director of 
basketball operations/chief of staff; Heather Ervin, direc-
tor of student-athlete success & external relations; Josh 
Theis, director of video and creative content; Casi Dailey, 
associate director of sports medicine; and Haley Hall, as-
sistant director of operations.

THE SEC GAUNTLET GOT EVEN TOUGHER
• 	With the addition of Texas and Oklahoma, the SEC in-

creased its number of teams to 16 and made the country's 
best conference even tougher.

• 	ESPN released its 2024-25 Way-Too-Early Top 25 on Sept. 
25, and there are seven league teams rated in that poll.

• 	Tennessee will play eight combined games vs. No. 1 South 
Carolina, at No. 5 Texas, vs. and at No. 7 LSU, vs. No. 12 
Oklahoma, vs. No. 20 Ole MIss, at No. 23 Kentucky and vs. 
No. 24 Alabama.

UCONN HEADS NON-CONFERENCE SLATE
• 	Tennessee's non-conference portion of the schedule fea-

tures ranked tussles at home vs. No. 2 UConn and No. 19 
Florida State.

• 	The pre-conference slate also includes a showcase match-
up vs. 2023 and 2024 NCAA Final Four participant Iowa 
at the Shark Beauty Women's Champions Classic at the 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn, N.Y.

AIMING TO KEEP THE STREAK GOING
• 	Tennessee seeks to keep its streak of NCAA Tournament 

appearances perfect.
• 	The Lady Vols are the only program to make every NCAA 

Tourney and will take aim at their 43rd straight berth.

OPENING WITH THREE 1K SCORERS 
•	 Tennessee opens the 2024-25 campaign with three 

1,000-point career scorers and three players who need 
fewer than 360 points to reach the 1K plateau.

•	 In 2022-23 and 2023-24, UT featured a program-best five 
players reaching the career 1,000-point scoring mark by 
season's end.

•	 Jewel Spear stands at 1,817 points during her collegiate 
career, needing only 183 to hit 2,000 for her time at both 
Wake Forest and Tennessee. 

•	 Spear would need a career season best of 568 points to 
reach 1K solely during her time on Rocky Top. 

•	 Destinee Wells has tallied 1,716 points combining her time 
at Belmont and UT. She is 284 shy of 2,000.

•	 Samara Spencer scored 1,368 points during her three sea-
sons at Arkansas and needs to score 632 in 2024-25 to 
reach 2K.

•	 Sara Puckett (719), Ruby Whitehorn (711) and Tess Darby 
(642), stand 281, 289 and 358, respectively, away from hit-
ting 1,000 points in their careers.

•	 All-time, Tennessee has had 50 players score 1,000 points 
while wearing a Lady Vol uniform, with Rickea Jackson 
(35th, 1,176) and Tamari Key (48th, 1,040) joining that club 
in 2023-24.

•	 UT has had three or more 1,000-point scorers at season’s 
end on 14 occasions, four or more three times and five on 
two occasions.

PROFICIENT THREE-POINT THREATS
• 	Tennessee returns 161 of the 223 three-pointers (72.2 pct.) 

it made in 2023-24.
• 	Jewel Spear led the way a year ago with 69, followed by 

Tess Darby (44) and Sara Puckett (38).
• 	Other returnees and their totals last season include Des-

tinee Wells (3), Kaiya Wynn (3), Avery Strickland (2) and 
Edie Darby (2).

• 	Spear tallied 58, 90 and 93 daggers from beyond the arc 
at Wake Forest before connecting on 69 last season at 
Tennessee. 

•  Tess Darby scorched the nets for seven, 49 and 70 her first 
three seasons before accumulating 44 in 2023-24.

• 	Wells hit totals of 37, 44 and 65 treys in her three years 
at Belmont before transferring to UT and seeing limited 
action in 2023-24 after suffering a season-ending injury.

• 	The Lady Vols added three players via the transfer portal 
who combined for 66 last season, including Samara Spen-
cer (40), Ruby Whitehorn (25) and Zee Spearman (1). 

 PRESEASON NOTEBOOK (CONTINUED)

Sara Puckett started all 33 games in 2023-24 and is UT's top return-
ing rebounder (4.9 rpg.) and second-best returning scorer (9.9 ppg.).
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 PRESEASON NOTEBOOK (CONTINUED)
• 	Spencer drained 44, 65 and 40 in her three seasons at 

Arkansas before joining the Lady Vols. Whitehorn, mean-
while, hit 12 as a freshman at Clemson in 2022-23.

• 	Redshirts Talaysia Cooper and Kaniya Boyd should pro-
vide Kim Caldwell additional threats from beyond the arc.

AN EYE ON THE UT RECORD BOOK 
• 	Tess Darby ranks No. 5 in career three-pointers made at 

UT with 170 from 2020-24.
• 	Darby and Jewel Spear stand at No. 9 and No. 10 on the 

single season three-pointers made list, with Darby hitting 
70 in 2022-23 and Spear knocking down 69 in 2023-24.

• 	Spear's 185 three-point attempts in 2023-24 tied for the 
eighth most in a single season at UT.

• 	Darby's 456 career three-point attempts stand at No. 6 in 
the Big Orange record book.

• 	With a career three-point field goal percentage of .373, 
Darby ranks 10th in the Lady Vol record book.

• 	Spear and Darby each tied for the No. 11 all-time total for 
three-pointers in a game at Tennessee, firing in six vs. 
Liberty on Dec. 31, 2023, and Alabama on March 8, 2024, 
respectively.

• 	Sara Puckett's .863 free throw percentage a year ago 
ranks as the tenth best in Lady Vol history with a minimum 
of 50 attempts.

WHERE THEY RANKED ON SEC LISTS 
• 	Samara Spencer finished the 2023-24 campaign ninth on 

the SEC's active career scoring list with 1,368 points.
• 	She was fourth in career assists at the end of the year 

among active SEC players, tallying 365 dimes.
• 	Spencer was the 10th best scorer in SEC games last sea-

son, averaging 15.88 per contest, while Jewel Spear was 
18th (14.06). 

• 	Spencer was eighth in the league in assists per game vs. 
SEC foes at 4.0.

• 	Spear was fourth in free-throw percentage at 85.7 pct., 
while Spencer was 11th (76.2) vs. league opponents.

• 	Sara Puckett shot 86.3 percent from the charity stripe in 
conference games, but her 51 attempts weren't enough to 
qualify her to be ranked. She would have been fourth.

• 	Spencer was No. 2 in SEC games in minutes played, aver-
aging 37.36 per contest in 2023-24.

• 	Spear tied for No. 7 in threes made per contest vs. SEC 
teams, knocking down 1.94.

• 	In all games, Spear's 37.3 percent accuracy beyond the arc 
tied her for third among SEC players, and she was fourth 
in threes made per game at 2.09.

LADY VOL ROSTER NOTES
• 	After going from 16 players on Tennessee's largest roster 

in modern history in 2022-23 to 14 in 2023-24, the Lady 
Vols are 15 strong in 2024-25.

• 	All 15 players are active entering the season, with Kaniya 
Boyd, Talaysia Cooper and Destinee Wells coming off red-
shirt campaigns.

•	 Kaniya Boyd, Edie Darby, Tess Darby, Sara Puckett and 
Kaiya Wynn are the only players who've spent their entire 
careers as Lady Vols, meaning 10 of this year's 15 play-
ers have transferred into the program. Five of those came 
during the summer of 2024.

•	 Three players are transfers from other SEC schools, includ-
ing Talaysia Cooper (South Carolina), Jillian Hollingshead 
(Georgia) and Samara Spencer (Arkansas). 

• 	Tess and Edie Darby (Greenfield, Tenn.) will play alongside 
one another for the third season. They are the second set 
of sisters to play basketball at Tennessee but the first to 
play on the same team.

•	 Amanda (1998-2002) and Abby Canon (2004-05) from 

Shelbyville, Tenn., were the first sister duo to represent the 
Big Orange, playing for Pat Summitt.

•	 Tennessee has five players from the Volunteer State on the 
roster, including Tess and Edie Darby (Greenfield/GHS), 
Avery Strickland (Knoxville/Farragut H.S.), Destinee Wells 
(Lakeland/Houston H.S.) and Kaiya Wynn (Nashville).

•	 Wynn attended Ensworth High School in Nashville before 
graduating from Foster High School in Richmond, Texas, 
after her family moved there during her senior year. She 
considers Nashville to be her hometown.

•	 Favor Ayodele and Avery Strickland previously played at 
Pitt for one season each before transferring to Tennessee. 
Ayodele was a Panther in 2023-24, while Strickland was at 
Pitt in 2022-23.

•	 Ruby Whitehorn hails from Detroit, Mich., where she at-
tended the same Detroit Edison Public School Academy 
as LVFL and Los Angeles Sparks star Rickea Jackson.

HANDLING OUR ACADEMIC BUSINESS 
• 	Tennessee, which has a 100-percent graduation rate for 

players who complete their eligibility in the program, has 
three players on its 2024-25 roster who have earned col-
lege degrees already.

• 	Tess Darby graduated with a degree in finance in the 
spring of 2023, earned a master's in agricultural leader-
ship, education and communication in the summer of 
2024 and is pursuing a second master's degree in business 
administration with emphasis in entrepreneurship and in-
novation.

• 	Jewel Spear earned a degree in journalism and electronic 
media at UT in summer 2024 and is pursuing a master's 
degree in agricultural leadership, education and commu-
nication. 

• 	Favor Ayodele graduated from Pitt with a degree in crimi-
nology in May 2024 and is pursuing a master's in agricul-
tural leadership, education and communication at UT.

• 	Sara Puckett was named to the CSC Academic All-District 
Team in 2023-24.

• 	Returnees Edie Darby, Tess Darby, Sara Puckett, Avery 
Strickland, Destinee Wells and Kaiya Wynn were members 
of the 2023-24 SEC Winter Sports Academic Honor Roll.

One of the top three-point shooters in Lady Vol history, Tess Darby 
has drained 170 treys during her career to rank No. 5 all-time at UT.  
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MEDIA INFO	 MEDIA INFO	

ERIC TRAINER
Assoc. Director - Strategic Comms.
(Primary WBB Contact)
Office: (865) 974- 8173
Cell: (865) 603-2916
E-mail: etrainer@tennessee.edu
Twitter: @utspacewrangler

QUINN MADDEN
Grad. Asst. - Strategic Comms.
(Secondary WBB Contact)
Office: (865) 974-8876 
Cell: (240) 727-6320
E-mail: qmadden@vols.utk.edu
Twitter: @_quinnmadden

Executive Associate Athletics Director of Brand 
Advancement/Chief Comms. Officer: Jason Baum

Associate A.D. of Strategic Comms.: Bill Martin

Associate A.D. of Strategic Comms.: Alex Schwartz

Associate Director: Sean Barows 

Assistant Directors: Forest Jersey, Shane Switzer, 
Josh Lively, Liz Kilpatrick

Graduate Assistant: Preston Jones

Student Intern: Price Seymour

Historian: Bud Ford
 
 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL STRATEGIC COMMS.
Location: Anderson Training Center, Ground Floor
Phone: (865) 974-1212
Mailing: P.O. Box 15016 Knoxville, TN 37901
Shipping: 1551 Lake Loudoun Blvd., Knoxville, TN 37996
Food City Center Press Row: (865) 974-0110 
Arena Ticket Office: (865) 656-HOOP

WBB STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS STAFF
The University of Tennessee Strategic Communications 

staff looks forward to serving members of the media during 
the 2024-25 Lady Vol basketball season. If you plan to cover 
the team this year, please take a few moments to review the 
items of media interest appearing on the pages that follow.

If you have any special media requests of our office, 
please do not hesitate to contact Eric Trainer. 

The 2024-25 Lady Vol Basketball Record Book has been 
prepared with the media in mind. Any additional information, 
interviews or photos can be requested from the University of 
Tennessee Strategic Communications Office.

The staff of the Tennessee Strategic Communications 
Office hopes to make your working experience enjoyable.

AREA HOTELS (AREA CODE 865)
Courtyard By Marriott-Downtown	 566-9100
Crowne Plaza-Downtown	 522-2600
Cumberland House-Campus/Downtown	 971-4663
Embassy Suites-Downtown	 544-8502
Hampton Inn-Downtown	 522-5400
Hampton Inn & Suites-Papermill Rd. Area	 693-5400
Marriott-Downtown	 522-2800
Hilton-Airport	 970-4300
Hilton-Downtown	 523-2300
Residence Inn By Marriott-Downtown	 566-9100
Hyatt Place-Downtown	 544-9977
Tennessean-Downtown	 232-1800
The Graduate Hotel-Campus	 437-5500

TRANSPORTATION 
KAT buses
KAT trolley (free)
Lyft
Taxi Services
Uber

GETTING HERE /// DIRECTIONS

From the Airport
-Travel North on Highway 129 (Alcoa Highway)
-Take the Neyland Drive exit
-Turn left on Neyland Drive at the light
-Travel east on Neyland Drive
-Turn left on Lake Loudoun Blvd.
-Food City Center will be on your right
-Get into the right lane and turn right onto Phillip Fulmer 
Way
-The G-10 parking lot will be on your right

From Eastbound I-40
-Exit on Highway 129-Alcoa Highway (Airport exit)
-Take the Neyland Drive exit
-Turn left on Neyland Drive at the light
-Travel east on Neyland Drive
-Turn left on Lake Loudoun Blvd.
-Food City Center will be on your right
-Get into the right lane and turn right onto Phillip Fulmer 
Way
-The G-10 parking lot will be on your right

From Westbound I-40
-�Follow signs to Hall of Fame Drive/James White Parkway/
Neyland Drive

-Turn right on Lake Loudoun Blvd.
-Food City Center will be on your right
-Get into the right lane and turn right onto Phillip Fulmer 
Way
-The G-10 parking lot will be on your right

From I-75
-Take I-275 to I-40 East (towards Asheville)
-Exit on James White Parkway/Neyland Drive
-Turn right on Lake Loudoun Blvd.
-Food City Center will be on your right
-Get into the right lane and turn right onto Phillip Fulmer 
Way
-The G-10 parking lot will be on your right
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COVERING PRACTICE
Please contact Eric Trainer at the Strategic Communications 

Office at least a week in advance to arrange player or coach 
feature interviews. If you plan to cover an open practice 
session, please contact the Strategic Communications Office 
on a daily basis to check about changes in the schedule.

PLAYER AND COACH INTERVIEWS
Media wishing to interview coaches or players are 

encouraged to set up interviews in advance with the Strategic 
Communications Office. Generally, the best time to conduct 
an interview is on a designated day with an open portion of 
practice and pre-practice media opportunity. The Strategic 
Communications Office will help with all requests.

MEDIA CREDENTIALS
Media outlets interested in obtaining credentials to 

cover Lady Vol basketball home games must apply for those 
online via Sports Systems. To apply, please visit: http://www.
sportssystems.com/seccredentials. Applications for single-
game credentials should be submitted five days prior to a 
game.  Once you receive your approval letter via email, you will 
be provided options for credential pick-up.

PHOTOGRAPHER CREDENTIALS
Credentials will be issued only to accredited photographers 

or those individuals on special assignment. During regular 
season games, work area includes the floor area at both 
ends of the court and alongside the corners of the playing 
floor opposite the team benches. Special arrangements for 
strobes or catwalk access must be made through the Strategic 
Communicationsand Food City Center Management Offices 
no later than one week in advance of the game. UT’s arena 
security policy requires that all photographers placing strobes 
will go through a screening process and must be accompanied 
by a UT police officer or representative when placing strobes.

THE SEC MEDIA POLICY
By acceptance and use of an SEC media credential, the 

holder agrees to the following conditions for any and all 
athletic events hosted by the SEC and its member institutions:  

1.	 The SEC and its member institutions grant a 
media organization a limited license to use certain gathered 
information on the media organization’s own Internet or 
online site beginning at the start of an athletic event and up 
to the conclusion of such event, all subject to the following 
limitations and conditions:

 	 (a)	 No more than 10 still photographs may be 
used for news coverage of the game and other editorial 
purposes during the event.   

	 (b)	 Video tape may only be shown as part of a 
single, non-archived, online “simulcast” of a television station’s 
regularly-scheduled news program. 	

	 (c)	 While a game is in progress, the use of textual 
statistical information is time-delayed and limited in amount 
(e.g., updates pertaining to score, injuries and national, 
conference or institutional record-breaking performances, a 
condensed half-time story) so that an organization’s Internet 
or online game coverage does not undercut the authorized 
and rights-paying fee organization’s rights to play-by-play 
accounts of the game and/or exclusivity as to such rights. 

2.	 Any proposed media use on an Internet or online 
sight of the game information that is more detailed and/
or more than described above will require separate written 
authorization by the SEC and/or its member institutions.  
However, such written authorization will not permit the use 
of game information in entertainment contexts and will not 
authorize game coverage that, due to immediacy or detail, 
constitutes or approaches a play-by-play account of a game. 

3.	 Should any of these conditions be breached, the SEC 
and/or its member institutions will issue a written warning for 
the first violation.  If this violation occurs during the last game 
of the institutions’ regularly-scheduled season, the media 
organization may not be credentialed for the SEC Tournament.  
A second violation of this policy will result in revocation of 
credentials to cover future basketball games hosted by the 
SEC and/or its member institutions.

MEDIA POLICIES
MEDIA PARKING PASSES AND MEDIA ENTRANCE

Parking space is limited. The media must request parking 
access along with other credential requests. Media coverage 
on a regular basis will insure first priority in UT parking garage 
G-10. The media entrance is located adjacent to this parking 
area on Phillip Fulmer Way. Please be advised that everyone 
must proceed through metal detectors to enter Food City 
Center and is subject to having their bags checked.

PRESS ROW (NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR)
Press row is located just below the concourse in section 

113 on the east end of the arena nearest the G-10 garage. Only 
accredited media will be allowed in this area. Children are not 
permitted on press row.

MEDIA ROOM SERVICES
The media room is on the east end of the arena. Soft 

drinks and a pregame meal will be offered just outside the 
media room in a curtained area. Postgame interviews will 
be conducted in the media room, and the working press has 
numerous electrical outlets and wireless internet available. 
Wireless internet also is available on press row. If you choose to 
install a phone line on press row, please contact UT Telephone 
Services at (865) 974-3121.

STATISTICAL SERVICES
Services provided include statistics generated from the 

Genius Sports computer statistics program. Statistics can be 
accessed via laptop or iPad. Hard copies of halftime boxscores, 
final boxscores and final game books will be available. To 
access up-to-date stats during a game, visit UTstats.com for 
a live feed.

POSTGAME INTERVIEWS
A formal post-game interview is held in the basketball 

media room following each game. The media will be solicited 
for player names with five minutes left in the game. After a 
10-minute cooling-off period, the visiting team coach and 
selected players will be brought to the media room. Following 
the visiting team’s media session, select UT players will come 
to the media room, followed shortly afterward by head coach 
Kim Caldwell. Risers for television cameras and a distribution 
box for radio will be available in the back of the area.

RADIO
Requests to broadcast must be made in writing at the 

earliest possible date to receive permission. Stations are 
responsible for contacting Glenn Thackston at Learfield/Lady 
Vol Network in Knoxville for use of the phone lines in Food City 
Center. Mr. Thackston can be reached during business hours 
at (865) 212-3570. The radio broadcast location is on the floor 
level at the main scorer’s table. 

TELEVISION GAMES
Food City Center permits the inside parking of television 

tractor-trailer units and offers secure parking adjacent to 
the arena for satellite uplink units. Personnel from Food City 
Center Management, including electricians, are available to 
meet arriving trucks in advance of the game. Please notify the 
Strategic Communications Office of arrival plans.

UTSPORTS.COM
UTSports.com is the official online home for Tennessee 

Athletics. Here, one can find schedules, results, rosters, 
player bios and stats. There is unique content including 
photo galleries of events, behind-the-scenes features, video 
highlights and features, video interviews with players and 
coaches, as well as the latest news on every team on campus. 

UTSports.com features links to game video being provided 
by SEC Network+, WatchESPN and other entities. By using the 
live (Sidearm Stats) stats link, fans can also follow the action 
online and stay updated on general statistics and trends.
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LADY VOL NETWORK

LADY VOL BASKETBALL PROGRAMMING
	 The Tennessee Lady Vols first found a home on the radio dur-
ing the 1977-78 season.  At that time, a handful of games were 
aired with John Ward, former play-by-play guru of UT football and 
men’s basketball, handling the microphone. Bob Kesling debuted 
as the full-time voice for Lady Vol basketball and called the action 
through 1998-99 before handing off duties to Mickey Dearstone 
for 23 seasons until the conclusion of the 2021-22 campaign.
	 In 2022-23, Brian Rice stepped in as the network’s third full-
time play-by-play announcer after calling Lady Vol softball games 
for 10 years and serving as a fill-in for Mickey Dearstone in 2020-
21. The Knoxville native also co-hosts The Erik Ainge Show from 9 
a.m. to noon weekdays on Sports Radio WNML.
	 The flagship station of the University of Tennessee Lady Vol 
basketball broadcasts is the very same WNML (990 AM/99.1 FM) 
in Knoxville. This marks the 48th year of Lady Vol games on the 
air. The Lady Vol Network, with affiliates across the state, is the 
largest women’s basketball radio network in the country. For more 
information about joining the Learfield/Lady Vol Network, contact 
Glenn Thackston at Learfield/Vol Network: (865) 212-3570.
	 Additionally, Lady Vol basketball games will again find a 
home on the Internet at www.utsports.com, as fans worldwide will 
be able to access the broadcasts. For more info., visit the Live 
Audio/Video section under the Fans tab.
	 Approximately 20 radio stations across the state of Tennes-
see will carry Lady Vol basketball games during the 2024-25 sea-
son. For listeners outside the range of the radio network, games 
can be heard on UTSports.com and the Tennessee Athletics App. 
Additionally, select Lady Vol games will once again be carried on 
SiriusXM Satellite Radio.

THE KIM CALDWELL SHOW
	 The Kim Caldwell TV Show takes Tennessee fans inside the 
workings of the winningest program in women’s basketball. This 
entertaining 30-minute television show is hosted by head coach 
Kim Caldwell and the Lady Vol Network’s Brian Rice. The show 
includes game highlights, exclusive behind-the-scenes player and 
team features as well as a scouting report for the upcoming week 
in Lady Vol basketball.

LADY VOL NETWORK AFFILIATES

Station	 Market	 Dial
Bristol   	 WOPI-AM          	 790
Chattanooga      	WGOW-FM     	 102.3
Chattanooga      	WGOW-AM      	 1150
Cleveland            WCLE-AM           	 1570
Cookeville           	WLQK-FM           	 95.9
Crossville            	WPBX-FM            	 99.3 
Crossville            	WCSV-AM            	 1490
Greeneville         	WGRV-AM          	 1340
Johnson City      	WKTP-AM           	 1590
Kingsport            WKPT-AM          	 1400
Knoxville             WNML-AM        	 990
Knoxville             WNML-FM        	 99.1

	 For 75 years, the Vol Network has served as the main communications link between the University of Tennessee and its 
fans. As the broadcast rights holder to University of Tennessee Athletics, Learfield/Vol Network manages UT radio and tele-
vision programming, game day publications, on-line services, venue signage and various other marketing and promotional 
activities related to Big Orange athletics. Learfield is recognized as the world’s premier sports, entertainment and media 
company. With 50 radio affiliates and statewide coverage, the Vol Network boasts one of the largest collegiate basketball 
networks in the country. The Kim Caldwell Television Show, which begins in early January and runs weekly during basket-
ball season is shown on network television stations across the state in four major Tennessee television markets.  

Learfield/Vol Network/Lady Vol Network | (865) 212-3570  |  6701 Baum Drive, Suite 100 |  Knoxville, TN 37919

	 The show airs for nine consecutive weeks during basketball 
season and is shown in Knoxville on WVLT (Saturday, 11:30 a.m.) 
and WBXX (Sunday, 12:30 p.m.), in Chattanooga on WTVC-TV 
(Saturday, 12:30 p.m.), in Nashville on WUXP (Saturday, 11:30 
a.m.) and in the Tri-Cities on ABC Tri-Cities (Saturday, 12:30 
p.m.). All times are local. Stations and times are subject to 
change. Check local listings for The Kim Caldwell TV Show in your 
area.

Station	 Market	 Dial
Lenoir City          WLIL-AM             	 730
Lewisburg           WJJM-AM           	 1490
Morristown        	 WCRK-AM           	 1150
Newport             	WLIK-AM            	 1270
Union City           WENK-AM          	 1240
Wartburg           	WECO-FM           	 101.3
Winchester       	 WCDT-AM            	 1340
Winchester       	 WCDT-FM               	 106.9

*Some stations may only carry a partial schedule 

Brian Rice is the “Voice of the Lady Vols.”
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SEC ON THE WEB: For all you need to know about the 
Southeastern Conference and its member schools, access 
the SEC Web Page at www.SECSports.com. The site 
contains team information, scores, conference standings 
and statistics, awards recipients, history and records, 
feature stories, television information on conference events, 
details about tickets to SEC events, SEC merchandise and 
much, much more.

WEEKLY HONORS: The SEC will name a Player and 
Freshman of the Week each week throughout the regular 
season. Each week’s selections will be released late Tuesday 
morning and also will be announced in the league’s weekly 
release. The league women’s basketball sports information 
directors make nominations for the award each week.

SEC HISTORY: The Southeastern Conference was formed 
Dec. 8-9, 1932, and included 13 schools at the time: Alabama, 
Auburn, Florida, Georgia, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, LSU, Ole 
Miss, Mississippi State, Sewanee, Tennessee, Tulane and 
Vanderbilt. The league’s first president was Frank L. McVey 
of Kentucky. Due to the continually increasing amount of 
work administering the league, the office of Commissioner 

was established by its member institutions in 1940. Former 
Mississippi governor Martin Conner was named as the first 
commissioner, a post he held until 1948. Following Conner 
were Bernie Moore (1948-66), A.M. Coleman (1966-72), 
Dr. Boyd McWhorter (1972-86), Dr. Harvey Schiller (1986-
90), Roy Kramer (1990-2002), and Mike Slive (2002-2015). 
Greg Sankey is currently Commissioner of the Southeastern 
Conference and its 16 member institutions.
    	 The first SEC champions were crowned in 1933 in 
baseball, basketball, football and outdoor track. Cross 
country, golf, swimming, tennis and indoor track were 
added later. The SEC began recognizing women’s 
championships during the 1979-80 academic year. The 
conference office officially took over regulation of women’s 
athletics on Sept. 1, 1984.
    The SEC currently regulates nine men’s sports and 
13 women’s sports. Baseball, basketball, football, golf, 
swimming and diving, tennis and track (indoor, outdoor, 
and cross country) are currently sanctioned for men. The 
women’s sports are basketball, equestrian, golf, gymnastics, 
rowing, soccer, softball, swimming and diving, tennis, track 
(indoor, outdoor and cross country) and volleyball.

Alabama
Arkansas
Auburn
Florida

SEC COMMUNICATIONS
Phone Number: (205) 458-3000
Fax Number: (205) 458-3030
Mailing Address: 
2201 Richard Arrington Blvd. North
Birmingham, AL 35203

Herb Vincent, Assoc. Commissioner	 hvincent@sec.org
*Tammy Wilson, Dir. of Communications	 twilson@sec.org
Chuck Dunlap, Dir. of Communications	 cdunlap@sec.org
Craig Pinkerton, Dir. of Communications	 cpinkerton@sec.org
Ben Beaty, Asst. Director	 bbeaty@sec.org
Jill Skotarczak, Asst. Director	 jskotarczak@sec.org
*women’s basketball contact

SEC WEBSITE
	 The SEC has an extensive online presence at SECSports.com. The 
SEC offers a media-only section of the website (SECsportsmedia.
com). Media covering the SEC can retrieve information from the 
conference office as well as the 14 SEC institutions from the media 
site. A championship credentialing system is also available on the 
site.

SEC NETWORK
	 Already the most competitive and visible conference in col-
lege sports, the SEC debuted its brand-new television network, in 
partnership with ESPN, on Aug. 14, 2014. The SEC Network reached 
more than 90 million homes coast to coast at its inception, making 
it the largest launch of a cable network ever.

Georgia
Kentucky
LSU
Mississippi State

Missouri
Oklahoma 		

      Ole Miss
South Carolina

Tennessee
Texas
Texas A&M
Vanderbilt
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MEDIA INFORMATION
	 The media credential system for the 2025 SEC 
Tournament will be available online from early January 
until late February. Go to www.SECsportsmedia.com for the 
online credentialing system. 

For further information concerning media coverage 
of the 2025 SEC Tournament, please contact the SEC 
Communications Department.

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION
	 On Feb. 7, 1980, the first SEC women’s basketball 
tournament began play. It ended four days later with 
Tennessee defeating Ole Miss for the title. Fast forward 40 
years later and the SEC Tournament is still enjoying success 
and increased popularity.
 	 Beginning with its inception and through 1986, the 
tournament was held at campus sites. The tournament 
was then sent to Albany, Ga., which served as the site for 
six years from 1987-92. The tournament then moved to 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where it was held from 1993-2000, 
with the exception of 1998 when the tournament moved to 
Columbus, Ga.
 	 Since 2001 the tournament has enjoyed many new 
sites, including Memphis (2001), Nashville (2002, 2004, 
2008, 2011, 2012, 2018, 2022), Little Rock, Ark. (2003, 2006, 
2009, 2015), Greenville, S.C. (2005, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2021, 
2023, 2024, 2025), Duluth, Ga. (2007, 2010, 2013, 2014) and 
Jacksonville, Fla. (2016).
 	 The winner of the tournament will receive the league’s 
automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament. The tournament 
seeds and conference champion will be determined by the 
16-game regular-season SEC schedule.
 
TICKET INFORMATION

Tickets for the 2025 Southeastern Conference Women’s 
Basketball Tournament are on sale at www.ticketmaster.
com. The 2025 tourney will be held at on Secours Wellness 
Arena in Greenville, S.C., on March 5-9.

This is the eighth appearance in Greenville for the 
SEC Women’s Basketball Tournament. The city previously 
hosted in 2005, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2023 and 2024. 

All fans, regardless of age, must have a ticket to enter 
Bon Secours Wellness Arena for the SEC Tournament.

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE (CONTINUED)

Jewel Spear averaged 18.3 ppg. in the 2024 SEC 
Tournament, tallying 24 vs. Alabama and 21 vs. South 
Carolina in UT’s second and third games of the event.






