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Performance Notes
With a playful blend of modern rhythms and spirited harmonies, Groove Ye Merry 
Gentlemen offers a fresh, catchy interpretation of the beloved classic God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen. Blending in snippets of other cherished Christmas carols such as Silent Night, 
Jingle Bells, Deck the Halls, and more, this arrangement will make a fun, memorable 
statement at your next holiday concert!

•	 Make sure that the triangle player is in a spot where they can be heard, as that timbre 
features prominently in this piece.

•	 Most long notes tied to an eighth note (especially those at the end of a measure, or 
tied over to beat 1 from the previous measure) indicate a hard release on the beat 
that the eighth note occurs on.

•	 You may have someone double any of the xylophone parts on marimba to add 
another percussionist to the ensemble.

•	 Lean into the notes preceded by grace notes to emphasize the playful “bending” 
effect.

•	 In m. 58, exaggerate the forte note on beat 4 in the woodwinds.

•	 In mm. 59–60, have the clarinets bring out the 16th notes slurred into the dotted 
quarter notes.

•	 In mm. 68–69, have the woodwinds exaggerate the crescendo-decrescendos.

About the Composer
Patrick Glenn Harper (b. 1977) is a music educator, arranger, and composer of 
instrumental music for marching band, concert band, percussion ensemble, jazz band, 
and chamber ensembles. His compositions have been performed by high school and 
college ensembles, military service bands, and community groups all over the world. 
Patrick has also composed professionally for multimedia applications, promotional 
videos, apps, and video games. He is an educator in the Huntsville, Alabama area, where 
he has served as a high school band director for over 16 years. His education includes a 
Bachelor’s degree in Music Education and a Master of Arts in Music Education from the 
University of North Alabama. He lives in Meridianville, Alabama with his wife Kendra, and 
their two children, Hadley and Deacon.
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